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Present, — The  Hon.  Chief  Justice  Robinson, 
"        Mr.  Justice  Sherwood, 
"        Mr.  Justice  Macaulay. 


Doe  ex  dem.  Shuter  &  Wilkins  v.  McLean. 

Where  A.  gave  an  absolute  conveyance  of  land  to  B.,  to  secure  a  sum  of  money 
lent  by  him  to  A.,  and  B.  gave  a  bond  for  its  re-conveyance,  on  the  payment  of 
the  money  lent,  at  a  certain  day,  on  ejectment  brought  by  B.,  after  a  lapse  of 
eight  years — the  court  ordered  that  proceedings  should  be  stayed,  on  the 
payment  of  principal,  interest  and  costs,  and  refused  to  allow  the  plaintiff  to 
include  a  simple  contract  debt,  incurred  on  the  security  of  the  bond,  because 
there  was  no  writing  respecting  it,  and  the  statute  7  Geo.  II.'  ch.  20,  under 
which  the  proceedings  were  stayed,  did  not  extend  to  it. 

Lessors  of  plaintiffs  took  from  defendant's  father  an 
absolute  conveyance  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Murray,  to  secure  a  debt  of  30/.,  and  gave  a 
bond  to  him  to  reconvey  if  that  sum  were  paid  by  a  certain 
time.  This  was  about  eight  years  ago.  McLean  died  in 
possession,  and  defendant  is  his  heir. 

Gamble  moved  to  stay  proceedings,  on  paying  the  debt, 
interest  and  costs  incurred. 

Draper.^  for  lessors  of  plaintiffs,  shewed  cause,  stating 
that  defendant's  father  contracted  a  further  small  debt  of 
about  14/.  since  the  bond  had  been  given,  which  plaintiffs 
let  him  have,  relying  on  their  deed  as  security. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — I  think  this  rule  must  be  made  abso- 
lute, and  that  we  cannot  notice  the  allegation  of  the  small 
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debt,  or  allow  it  to  form  a  charge  upon  the  land,  because 
there  is  no  writing  respecting  it,  and  the  power  given  by 
the  statute  does  not  extend  to  it. 

Sherwood  and  IMacaulay,  Js.,  concurred. 

Rule  absolute. 


Randall  qui  tam  y.  Taggart. 

Where  the  plaintiff,  after  notice  of  trial  given,  in  an  action  of  debt,  had  leave  to 
amend  his  declaration  in  one  of  the  counts,  and  countermanded  his  notice ;  and, 
not  having  served  the  amended  declaration,  nor  any  new  demand  of  plea, 
signed  interlocutory  .judgment,  and  afterw^ards  entered  final  judgment  and 
issued  execution — the  proceedings  were  set  aside  for  irregularity. 

Debt  on  statute  for  usury.  Defendant  pleaded,  and 
received  notice  of  trial.  A  few  days  before  the  assizes, 
the  plaintiff  discovered  the  want  of  a  formal  conclusion  to 
one  of  the  counts  of  his  declaration,  and  obtained  a  judge's 
order  to  amend.  He-  served  no  amended  declaration,  nor 
did  he  again  demand  a  plea,  but  signed  judgment  by 
default,  and  in  August  entered  final  judgment  and  took  out 
execution. 

Counsel  for  defendant,  now  moved  to  set  aside  the  judg- 
ment and  all  snbsequent  proceedings,  for  irregularity. 

Per  Cur. — The  rule  must  be  made  absolute  ;  for  certainly 
if  the  plaintiff  felt  it  unnecessary  to  serve  his  amended 
declaration,  he  should  of  course  have  considered  the  plea 
defendant  had  filed  as  still  existing,  and  should  have  gone 
to  trial  instead  of  countermanding  his  notice  and  signing 
judgment. 

Rule  absolute. 


Perkins  v.  Connolly. 

It  is  not  necessary,  in  an  affidavit  made  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  a  capias  ad 
satisfaciendum  by  a  plaintiff  who  has  two  christian  names,  to  state  the  second, 
where  his  identity  sufficiently  appears  by  the  affidavit  describing  him  as  the 
above  plaintiff. 

Spragge  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  set  aside  the  writ  6f  ca. 
sa.  issued  in  this  cause,  and  to  discharge  the  defendant 
from  custody,  and  to  set  aside  the  bond  he  had  entered  into 
with  sureties  for  obtaining  the  limits,  on  the  ground  of 
irregularity — the  only  objection  being,  that  in  the  affidavit 
made  for  the  purpose  of  suing  out  the  ca.  sa,  the  plaintiff's 
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second  christian  name  was  not  written  in  full,  but  an  initial 
letter  only  inserted.  Upon  cause  shewn  by  Draper^  the 
court  determined  that  the  objection  did  not  come  within 
the  authority  of  any  adjudged  case,  or  within  the  terms  of 
any  rule  of  this  court ;  both  the  cases  and  the  rule  being 
conifined  expressly  to  affidavits  to  hold  to  bail ;  and  as 
Perkins  was  plainly  identified  by  being  described  in  the 
affidavit  as  "  plaintiff  in  the  above  suit,"  so  that  there 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  person,  they  refused  to  set  aside 
the  proceedings,  and  discharged  the  rule. 


Samsom  v.  Yager. 

Where  a  note,  originally  joint,  was  altered  to  joint  and  several,  without  the  con- 
sent of  one  of  the  makers,  who  was  afterwards  sued  alone  upon  the  note  by  an 
indorser:  Held,  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  on  the  note,  on  account  of 
the  alteration — nor  on  the  money  counts,  as  there  was  no  privity  between  the 
maker  and  him. 

Assumpsit  by  plaintiff  as  indorser  of  a  promissory  note 
against  defendant  as  maker.  Upon  the  trial,  before  the 
Chief  Justice,  at  the  last  assizes  at  Kingston,  it  appeared 
that  the  defendant  and  one  Wells  had  made  the  promissory 
note  on  which  this  action  was  brought,  and  whereby  they 
promised  to  pay,  ninety  days  after  date,  lOOZ.  to  one 
Zwick  or  order.  Zwick  indorsed  it  to  the  plaintiff,  and  the 
plaintiff  having  also  indorsed  the  note  merely  to  give  it 
credit,  it  was  sent  to  the  bank  at  Kingston  for  discount,  and 
was  returned  to  their  agent  in  the  country  with  the  remark 
that  the  note  must  be  made  "joint  and  several,"  or  it  could 
not  be  discounted.  It  was  drawn  as  a  joint  note  only. 
Wells  being  informed  of  this,  procured  a  stranger  to  insert  the 
necessary  words,  "jointly  and  severally  ;"  and  the  note  being 
sent  again  to  Kingston,  was  discounted  by  the  bank. 
Wells  received  the  money,  and  in  a  few  days  absconded. 
When  the  note  fell  due,  it  was  not  paid  by  the  makers ;  and 
the  plaintiff,  as  indorser,  took  it  up^  and  brought  this  action 
against  Yager,  one  of  the  makers,  to  recover  the  money.  It 
appeared  in  evidence  that  the  alteration  of  the  note  was 
made  without  Yager's  knowledge,  and  indeed  against  his 
consent — that  is,  that  he  had  refused  to  allow  it,  as  was 
admitted  by  Wells  when  he  got  a  third  person  to  make  the 
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alteration.  It  was  not  proved  that  Yager  received  any  part 
of  the  money  upon  the  note  being  discounted  :  it  was  paid 
to  Wells.  Upon  the  trial,  the  Chief  Justice  held,  that  the 
the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  upon  the  note,  after  it  had 
been  thus  altered  in  a  material  point  without  the  consent  of 
the  person  who  was  now  charged  with  it;  and  he  held 
further,  that  a  verdict  could  not  be  sustained  on  the  common^ 
counts,  since  it  was  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  claim 
through  the  note,  which  was  all  that  connected  him  with 
the  transaction,  and  was  the  only  medium  through  which 
the  plaintiff  could  shew  a  liability.  It  was  urged  that 
Wells  having  absconded,  the  plaintiff  was  by  our  statute 
permitted  to  proceed  against  Yager  alone,  even  admitting 
that  they  were  only  liable  jointly,  and  not  severally ;  but 
this  was  not  considered  an  answer  to  the  objection,  and  the 
plaintiff  was  nonsuited — leave  being  reserved  to  him  to 
move  to  enter  a  verdict  in  his  favour  for  the  note  and 
interest,  if  the  court  above  should  think  he  could  recover 
upon  the  evidence  given.  A  rule  for  this  purpose  was 
accordingly  obtained  by  Samson  in  this  term ;  but  upon 
cause  shewn. 

The  Court  were  of  opinion  that  the  nonsuit  was  proper; 
that  the  fraudulent  alteration  of  the  note  destroyed  it  as  a 
medium  of  evidence ;  that  the  bank  could  not  have  sus- 
tained an  action  against  Yager,  under  such  circumstances, 
since  they  had  lent  him  no  money  and  knew  nothing  of 
him  except  as  his  name  appeared  on  the  note  ;  and  that 
if  they  could  not  maintain  an  action  against  Yager,  it  was 
clear  this  plaintiff  could  not,  since  he  could  acquire  no 
right  of  action  against  Yager  by  paying  for  him  a  note 
which  he  was  himself  no  longer  liable  to  pay;  and  a& 
as  between  this  plaintiff  and  defendant  there  was  no  privily 
except  through  the  medium  of  the  note,  the  common  counts 
could  not  therefore  be  resorted  to  for  evading  the  difficulty. 

2  Car.  &  P.  401,  and  3  Esp.  C.  155,  were  cited;  and 
also  Chitty  on  Bills,  100.  ^  ^ 

Rule  discharged. 
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McMillan  et  al.  v.  McLean. 

Seiting  aside  award. 

The  court  will  not  set  aside  an  award,  upon  affidavits  setting  forth  a  party's  just 
claim  to  the  allowance  of  large  sums  of  money,  upon  grounds  which  the  arbi- 
trators had  rejected. 

In  this  case,  upon  a  reference  to  arbitration  by  rule  at 
Nisi  Prius,  an  award  was  made  in  favour  of  McLean  for 
120/.,  which  the  Solicitor-General  now  moved  on  his  behalf 
to  set  aside,  upon  affidavits  setting  forth  his  just  claim  to  the 
allowance  of  considerable  sums  of  money,  upon  grounds 
which  the  arbitrators  had  rejected  :  but  as  it  appeared  upon 
the  face  of  the  affidavits  that  the  arbitrators  had  proceeded 
regularly — that  both  parties  had  been  heard — that  the  parti- 
cular claims  spoken  of  had  been  discussed  and  awarded 
upon,  without  any  ground  being  laid  for  inferring  miscalcu- 
lation or  mistake,  or  for  imputing  partiality,  except  that  the 
statements  now  advanced  seemed,  when  unexplained,  at 
variance  with  the  conclusion  which  the  arbitrators  had 
come  to : 

The  Court  said  it  was  not  a  case  in  which  they  would 
be  warranted  in  interfering,  and  refused  the  rule. 


LoucKS  V.  Farrard. 

Where  the  rule  to  return  the  writ  of  fi.  fa.  had  been  taken  out  and  served,  in  June 
1833,  the  court  refused  to  grant  an  attachment,  on  the  ground  of  delay. 

WasKburn  moved  for  an  attachment  against  the  sheriff  of 
the  Eastern  District,  for  not  returning  the  writ  of  ji.  fa.  in 
this  cause.  The  rule  to  return  the  writ  had  been  taken  out 
and  served  so  long  ago  as  June  1833 ;  and 

The  Court,  on  the  ground  of  this  delay,  refused  an  attach- 
ment, saying  that  the  plaintiff  might  be  supposed  to  have 
waived  the  necessity  of  complying  with  the  rule  by  having 
forborne  so  long  to  enforce  it.  If  the  plaintiff  has  not  received 
satisfaction  of  his  debt,  and  requires  to  have  the  execution 
returned,  he  must  take  out  a  new  rule. 

♦   

Staats  v.  Reynolds. 

Where  an  interlocutory  judgment  was  set  aside  by  judge's  order,  but,  notwith- 
standing the  order,  the  plaintiff  proceeded  and  assessed  damages;  the  court  set 
the  proceedings  aside. 

In  the  summer  of  1833,  before  the  assizes,  an  order  had 
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been  made  by  Mr.  Justice  Macaulay,  upon  the  return  of  a 
summons,  setting  aside,  as  irregular,  an  interlocutory 
judgment  signed  in  this  cause.  Nevertheless,  at  the  last 
assizes,  the  plaintiff,  giving  an  ordinary  notice,  assessed 
damages  ;  and  it  was  moved  in  this  term  to  set  aside  the 
assessment  of  damages,  on  two  grounds — first,  because  of 
the  order  setting  aside  the  interlocutory  judgment,  in 
defiance  of  which  the  plaintiff  had  proceeded ;  and 
secondly,  because  at  any  rate,  as  no  step  had  been  taken 
of  more  than  four  terms,  the  plaintiff  was  bound  to  have 
given  a  term's  notice  of  assessing  damages,  if  he  could 
properly  have  proceeded  on  the  judgment. 

Per  Cur. — Upon  both  grounds,  the  proceeding  is  clearly 
irregular,  and  the  rule  must  be  made  absolute. 

Rule  absolute. 


Ferris  v.  Dyer  &  McDonell. 

Verdict  set  aside— there  being  several  special  pleas  upon  which  no  issue  was 
raised  for  want  of  rejoinders,  and  there  having  been  no  rejoinder  served. 

This  case  had  been  carried  to  trial  at  the  last  assizes  for 
Niagara.  The  record  was  imperfect,  there  being  several 
special  pleas  upon  which  no  issue  was  raised,  for  want  of 
rejoinders,  and  there  had  been  no  demand  of  rejoinder 
served.  Nevertheless,  the  plaintiff  entered  the  case  for 
trial,  and,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  defendant 
on  the  ground  of  the  incompleteness  of  the  record,  took  a 
verdict  upon  the  issue  or  issues,  which  were  concluded  to 
the  country.  Sullivan^  for  the  defendant,  now  moved  to 
s^t  aside  the  verdict,  on  the  ground  of  irregularity  ;  and 
cause  being  shewn  in  the  first  instance, 

The  Court  made  the  rule  absolute. 


Doe  ex  dem.  Crawford  v.  Coppledike. 

Where  the  plaintiff,  having  given  notice  of  trial,  did  not  enter  his  record  with 
the  Clerk  of  Assize  in  time,  but  the  defendant  notwithstanding  agreed  to  go  to 
trial  if  he  were  ready,  and  after  having  detained  the  plainti:^  witnesses  more 
than  a  week,  at  last  determined  not  to  go  to  trial ;  he  was  refused  the  costs  of 
the  day. 

In  this  ejectment,  judgment  had  been  signed  against  the 
casual  ejector,  and  a  writ  of  possession  issued ;  but  upon 
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an  affidavit  of  merits,  the  court  set  aside  the  judgment,  and 
allowed  the  defendant  to  plead.  The  cause  was  carried 
down  to  trial  at  the  last  assizes  for  the  Home  District;  but 
from  an  accident,  the  record  which  had  been  passed  with' 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  was  not  entered  with  the  Clerk  of 
Assize,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
assizes.  The  plaintiff,  nevertheless,  being  desirous  of 
trying  the  cause,  requested  of  the  defendant  to  consent  to 
the  cause  being  entered  on  the  second  day,  and  was  told 
that  the  defendant  would  consent  if  he  found  all  his  wit- 
nesses attended,  so  that  he  could  go  to  trial  without  disad- 
vantage. Upon  subsequent  enquiries  during  the  assizes, 
Che  plaintiff  was  told  by  the  defendant's  attorney  that  he 
could  not  yet  determine,  as  his  witnesses  had  not  come ; 
and  at  length,  in  the  second  week  of  the  court  (the  plaintiff 
having  in  the  mean  time  kept  his  witnesses  in  attendance), 
the  defendant's  attorney  decided  that  his  client  could  not  be 
prepared,  and  would  therefore  not  consent  to  the  cause 
being  entered.  The  defendant,  upon  the  ordinary  affidavit, 
obtained  in  term  the  usual  rule  for  the  costs  of  the  day,  on 
account  of  the  plaintiff's  not  having  gone  to  trial  pursuant 
to  notice  ;  and  afterwards  Small ^  for  the  plaintiff,  obtained 
a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  that  rule  should  not  be  discharged 
upon  the  grounds  above  stated ;  and  upon  cause  shewn  for 
defendant, 

Robinson,  C.  J.,  said  it  would  be  harsh  and  unreasonable 
to  make  the  plaintiff  pay  costs  as  the  penalty  of  an  omission 
in  not  going  to  trial,  when  it  was  his  desire  that  the  cause 
should  be  tried,  and  it  was  the  defendant's  refusal  only 
that  prevented  it.  There  was  the  slip  certainly  of  not 
entering  the  cause  in  time.  If  the  plaintiff  had  not  acci- 
dentally omitted  that,  he  could  have  forced  the  defendant  to 
trial — unless  indeed  the  latter,  being  unprepared,  could 
have  succeeded  in  putting  off  the  trial,  in  which  case  he 
must  then  have  paid  the  plaintiff  costs.  The  slip  being 
made,  the  defendant  takes  advantage  of  it ;  and  after  some 
delay  and  hesitation,  the  costs  of  which  it  would  be  most 
unfair  to  throw  upon  the  plaintiff,  he  declares  himself  not 
xeady  ;  and  in  consequence  of  his  refusal,  the  cause  is  not 
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tried;  and  he  then  turns  round  upon  the  plaintiff,  and 
claims  costs  of  him  for  not  doing  what  he  (the  plaintiff) 
was  willing  to  do,  and  which,  if  he  had"  done,  must  have 
proved  injurious  to  the  defendant.  This  would  in  effect  be 
making  the  plaintiff  pay  costs,  not  because  the  defendant 
had  sustained  any  injury,  but  because  he  (the  plaintiff) 
omitted  to  take  a  step  v/hich  would  have  enabled  him 
to  inflict  injury  upon  the  defendant,  by  forcing  him  to  trial 
against  his  will  and  unprepared. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  Js.,  concurred. 

Rule  absolute. 


Beach  v.  Odell. 

Where  the  execution  of  a  commission  to  examine  witnesses  in  the  United  States 
was  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  the  commissioner  named  therein,  and  the  return 
thereof  made  under  his  hand  (without  his  seal)  :  Held,  that  under  the  provin- 
cial statute  2  Geo.  IV.  ch.  1,  the  execution  was  sufficiently  authenticated. 

This  was  an  action  of  assumpsit,  in  which  the  plaintiff, 
in  support  of  his  case,  produced  a  commission  and  interro- 
gatories, executed  in  the  United  States.  The  commission 
was  received  by  the  court  close  under  the  hand  and  seal  of 
the  commissioner,  being  sealed  and  subscribed  by  him,  and 
proved  by  Mr.  Campbell,  who  stated  upon  oath  that  the 
parcel  produced  had  been  delivered  to  him  personally  by 
Mr.  Taylor,  one  of  the  commissioners,  executed  by  him, 
and  returned  close  under  his  hand  and  seal.  Upon  opening 
the  commission,  a  return  was  found  enclosed,  subscribed 
by  the  commissioner ;  and  an  affidavit  of  the  execution 
thereof  was  annexed,  sworn  by  him  before  Mr.  Hodgkiss, 
who  subscribed  the  jurat  as  a  judge  of  the  Common  Pleas 
and  chief  magistrate  of  Lewiston,  the  place  of  execution. 
His  handwriting  and  official  character  were  proved  by  Mr. 
Miller,  who  was  present  at  the  execution  of  the  commission, 
and  saw  Mr.  Hodgkiss  subscribe  the  jurat.  It  was  objected 
at  the  trial,  at  the  last  Niagara  Assizes,  that  the  execution 
of  the  commission  should  be  shewn  by  the  affidavit  of 
another  than  the  commissioner  himself,  who  was  incompe- 
tent so  to  prove  his  own  execution  thereof;  and  that  conse- 
quently, wanting  the  proof  prescribed  by  the  statute,  it  could 
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not  be  read  ;  also  that  the  return  of  the  commisioners  should 
be  under  his  seal  as  well  as  hand.  These  objections  were 
overruled,  but  leave  was  given  to  move  against  the  verdict 
for  plaintiff.  Boulton,  for  the  defendant,  obtained  a  rule 
this  term,  to  shew  cause  why  the  verdict  rendered  should 
not  be  set  aside,  and  a  nonsuit  entered  upon  the  objections 
above  noted  ;  but,  upon  looking  at  the  statute,  the  Court 
held,  that  the  execution  of  the  commission  was  sufficiently 
shewn. 

Macaulay,  J.,  intimated  his  impression  that  it  was  suffi- 
ciently manifested,  according  to  the  provision  of  the  act,  by 
the  affidavit  annexed  ;  and  if  not,  that  the  extraneous  proof 
seemed  abundant  upon  the  rules  of  practice  governing  such 
proceedings  before,  and  independent  of,  the  statute. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Rex.  v.  Inspector  of  Licenses  of  the  Home  District. 

Semble,  that  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Toronto  has  a  right  to  suppress  all 
billiard  tables  within  its  jurisdiction. 

An  application  was  made  early  in  term  for  a  mandamus 
to  the  Inspector  of  Licenses,  to  compel  him  to  grant  a 
license  to  one  Denham,  for  keeping  a  billiard  table  within 
the  city  of  Toronto.  Upon  the  affidavits  filed,  the  court 
granted  a  rule ;  and  upon  the  return  of  the  rule,  the  ques- 
tion appeared  to  be  this  :  By  the  provincial  statute  50  Geo^ 
III.  ch.  6,  no  person  can  keep  a  billiard  table  for  hire,  &c., 
without  taking  out  a  yearly  license,  and  paying  for  it  40/. ; 
upon  paying  which  sum,  and  making  a  written  requisition, 
the  applicant  is  entitled,  according  to  that  statute,  to  his 
license.  By  the  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Toronto,  4 
Will.  IV.  ch.  23,  sec.  22,  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council, 
among  the  powers  granted  to  them,  are  authorized  "  to 
make  such  laws  as  they  may  think  proper,  to  regulate  or 
suppress  (i.  e.,  for  regulating  or  suppressing)  all  billiard 
tables,  and  to  regulate  all  theatres  kept  for  profit,"  &c. 

It  was  admitted  by  the  Attorney-General,  who  moved  for 
the  mandamus,  that  a  law  or  regulation  of  the  Mayor  and 
Council  had  been  made,  and  was  in  force  (if  valid), 

C  VOL.  IT. 
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suppressing  all  billiard  tables  within  the  city,  and  declaring 
that  none  should  be  kept  there ;  but  it  was  objected,  that 
they  had  not  the  power  to  do  more  than  regulate  billiard 
tables,  or  to  suppress  any  one  after  it  had  been  licensed, 
according  as  it  might  appear  proper,  for  breach  of  their 
regulations  ;  that  they  could  not  prohibit  the  setting  up  of 
any  billiard  table,  and  thus  virtually  repeal  the  statute  of 
50  Geo.  III.  so  far  as  it  would  otherwise  apply  to  the  city 
of  Toronto. 

The  court  intimated  their  opinion  that  the  Corporation 
,  had  not  exceeded  their  power,  but  did  not  give  judgment 
upon  the  question,  which  indeed  was  not  argued,  the 
parties  seeming  ready  to  acquiesce  in  the  view  taken  by 
the  court,  without  desiring  to  contend  further.  It  was 
stated  on  the  behalf  of  the  Inspector,  that  he  had  not  refused 
to  give  the  license,  but  had  pointed  out  to  the  applicant 
that  there  was  a  regulation  of  the  Corporation  prohibiting 
a  billiard  table  being  used  within  the  city,  and  he  must 
understand  that  the  license  could  only  issue  subject  to  such 
regulations  as  the  Corporation  had  legally  imposed.  The 
applicant  refused  to  take  the  license  accompanied  with  any 
qualification,  and  took  the  course  of  applying  for  a  man- 
damus. 


Smith  v.  Smith. 

When  plaintiff  had  omitted  to  endorse  the  writ  on  which  defendant  was  arrested 
before  delivering  it  to  be  executed,  but  did  so  before  bail  had  been  given,  and 
within  an  hour  or  two  after  the  arrest,  the  court  held  the  rule  of  Trinity  Term 
3  &  4  Will.  IV.  sufficiently  complied  with. 

The  court  granted  in  this  term  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why 
the  arrest  of  the  defendant  on  a  writ  of  capias  ad  respon- 
dendum^ should  not  be  set  aside  for  irregularity,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  not  indorsed  on  the  writ  or  warrant 
to  the  bailiff  any  account  of  the  sum  demanded,  and  the 
costs  as  required  by  rule  of  court  Trinity  Term,  3  &  4 
Will.  IV. 

Washburn  shewed  cause,  and  filed  an  affidavit  stating 
that  before  bail  was  put  in,  and  Vithin  an  hour  or  two  of 
the  arrest,  the  plaintiff,  discovering  the  omission,  had 
annexed  a  minute  of  the  debt  claimed,  and  of  the  costs,  to 
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the  writ ;  and  as  it  thus  appeared  that  the  defendant  had 
the  information  intended  by  the  rule  of  court,  though  not 
precisely  according  to  the  letter  of  the  rule,  the  court  refused 
to  set  aside  the  arrest. 

Rule  discharged. 


In  re  complaint  of  Bustard  v.  Ira  Schofield,  Esq. 

To  support  a  motion  for  leave  to  file  a  criminal  information  against  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  the  affidavits  should  not  be  entitled  as  in  a  suit  pending.  Notice 
must  be  given  of  complainant's  intention  to  apply.  The  motion  should  be 
made  vi'ithout  unnecessary  delay,  and  sufficiently  early  in  term  to  admit  of 
notice  of  it  being  given. 

Sullivan  moved,  this  term,  on  behalf  of  Bustard,  for 
leave  to  file  a  criminal  information  against  Schofield,  for 
acts  of  oppression,  stated  to  have  been  committed  by  him 
as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  district  of  London.  The 
affidavits  disclosed  a  strong  prima  facie  case,  but  the  acts 
complained  of  were  alleged  to  have  occurred  in  February 
and  March  last,  and  upon  consideration  of  the  case. 

The  Court  held  themselves  precluded  from  ordering  a 
criminal  information,  for  the  following  reasons  : — 1st,  The 
affidavits  on  which  the  motion  was  founded,  are  entitled  "in 
a  cause  of  Bustard  v.  Schofield,"  no  such  cause  being  de- 
pending, which  in  a  case  of  this  kind  is  held  to  be  a  decisive 
objection  to  their  being  received.  2nd,  No  notice  had  been 
given  to  the  magistrate  of  an  intention  to  apply  for  the 
information,  which  notice  is  indispensable.  3rd,  The 
motion  comes  too  late,  after  two  terms  (Easter  and  Trinity), 
have  been  suffered  to  pass,  and  after  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  has  been  held  in  the  district.  4th,  That  besides 
this  delay,  the  motion  is  made  too  late  in  this  term  to 
admit  of  the  magistrate  having  notice  of  it,  and  shewing 
cause — a  point  on  which  the  practice  is  strict.'  And  the 
court  remarked  further,  that  if  there  were  not  these  prelimi- 
nary objections,  the  affidavits  were  in  several  respects 
unsatisfactory,  in  not  disclosing  particulars  sufficiently  to 
enable  the  court  to  judge  of  the  acts  complained  of,  and  in 
not  annexing  the  copies  of  writings  referred  to,  which  were 
stated  to  have  been  served  on  the  complainant,  and  which, 
for  all  that  appeared,  it  was  in  his  power  to  produce. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  refused. 
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Walker  et  al.  v.  McDonald. 

Nonjoinder  of  a  plaintiff  in  assumpsit,  is  a  ground  of  nonsuit. 

This  was  an  action  of  assumpsit,  for  goods  sold  and 
delivered  in  1831.  The  plaintiffs'  witness,  upon  cross- 
examination,  stated  that  John  Forsyth,  who  is  now  living, 
was  then  one  of  the  members  of  the  firm,  but  had  since 
retired  ;  and  the  defendant,  insisting  that  the  misjoinder  of 
his  name  was  fatal  on  the  general  issue,  moved  for  a  non- 
suit. The  Chief  Justice,  before  whom  the  cause  was  tried 
at  the  last  assizes  for  Cornwall,  allowed  a  verdict  to  be 
taken  for  the  plaintiff,  with  liberty  to  the  defendant  to  move 
for  a  nonsuit  on  the  above  objection.  A  rule  nisi  was 
granted  in  this  term ;  and  no  cause  being  shewn,  and  the 
Court  thinking  the  defendant  strictly  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  his  objection,  made  the  rule  for  setting  aside  the  verdict 
and  entering  a  non-suit,  absolute. 


Lemarand  v.  Whipple. 

The  court  will  not  try  matters  of  fact  on  affidavits.  Where  therefore  the  plain* 
tiff  moved  upon  an  affidavit  of  a  material  fact  w^hich  was  distinctly  denied  by 
the  defendant,  the  court  discharged  the  rule. 

Murney  moved  to  stay  proceedings  in  this  action,  upon 
the  ground  that  they  were  carried  on  contrary  to  good  faith, 
and  filed  an  affidavit  setting  forth  that  one  Bates  Cook 
having  become  the  assignee  of  the  judgment  which  had 
been  entered  up  for  Whipple  the  defendant,  had  entered  into 
a  compromise  with  him,  and  obtained  terms  of  accommo- 
dation, and  that  Cook  was  now  enforcing  the  judgment 
contrary  to  his  undertaking.  On  cause  shewn,  this  state- 
ment was  distinctly  denied  on  affidavit,  and  the  Court 
discharged  the  rule. 


Fraser  v.  Flint, 

Where  a  steamboat  was  mortgaged,  and  in  pdssession  of  the  mortgagees,  who 
navigated  her  for  their  own  benefit,  to  secure  their  advances,  and  she  was 
tortiously  taken  possession  of  by  the  captain,  who  received  the  profits  arising 
from  her,  for  his  own  use  :  Heti,  that  the  mortgagor  was  not  liable  for  good* 
furnished  for  the  vessel,  while  she  was  in  the  tortious  possession  of  the  captain* 

This  was  an  action  of  assumpsit,  brought  by  tjie  plaintiff, 
a  grocer,  against  the  defendant,  as  one  of  the  owners  of  tb? 
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Steamboat  Niagara,"  for  groceries  furnished  for  the  use' 
of  the  b*oat  in  1831.  The  plaintiff  at  the  trial  gave  evidence 
^  (not  very  particular  or  satisfactory)  of  the  delivery  of  the 
goods  by  his  clerks,  at  Kingston,  in  1831,  to  the  stev^ard  on- 
board of  the  boat,  to  the  amount  of  28/. ;  and  to  establish 
the  liability  of  the  defendant,  he  proved  that  he  was  one  of 
a  number  of  persons  who  subscribed  for  shares  in  the  boat 
when  she  was  built,  and  who  were  therefore  originally 
joint  owners  of  her.  The  boat  was  built  before  the  year 
1828,  and  in  that  year  she  was  assigned  to  certain  persons 
as  mortgagees,  to  be  navigated  and  used  under  their  direc- 
tion and  for  their  benefit,  until  they  should  be  fully  satisfied 
for  a  large  debt  due  to  them  on  account  of  advances  they 
had  made  to  pay  for  the  engine  of  the  boat  and  for  repairs. 
It  was  proved,  further,  that  in  1829  or  1830,  one  Hosier, 
who  had  formerly  sailed  her  as  master,  got  possession  of 
the  boat  by  artifice  or  force,  and  maintained  exclusive 
possession  of  her,  receiving  the  proceeds  for  his  own  use, 
until  the  boat  was  ultimately  taken  to  the  United  States, 
and  lost  to  the  owners ;  so  that  at  the  time  these  goods 
were  furnished,  neither  the  original  owners,  of  whom  the 
defendant  was  one,  nor  the  assignees,  had  any  actual 
control  over  the  boat,  or  derived  any  advantage  from  her. 
The  Chief  Justice,  who  tried  the  cause  at  the  last  assizes 
at  Brockville,  held  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  right  to  recover 
against  the  defendant  under  these  circumstances ;  that,  put- 
ting out  of  view  the  assignment  to  the  mortgagees,  it  would 
be  a  question  whether  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  tortiously  dis- 
possessed, could  be  held  liable  to  pay  for  necessaries  fur- 
nished to  the  boat,  while  he  received  no  benefit  from  her  earn- 
ings, and  had  no  actual  control  over  her;  but  that  here  there 
was  the  further  obstacle,  that  the  assignees  were  owners  for 
the  time,  and  entitled  to  the  freight ;  and  if  under  the  circum- 
stances of  a  tortious  dispossession,  the  owner  must  never- 
theless pay  for  supplies  furnished,  the  claim  would  be 
against  the  assignees,  and  not  against  the  original  stock- 
holders. Upon  this  ground  the  plaintiff  was  non-suited ; 
and  having  obtained  a  rule  in  this  term  to  shew  cause 
why  the  nonsuit  should  not  be  set  aside,  and  cause  being 
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shewn,  the  Court  concurred  in  the  view  taken  of  the  case  at 
the  trial,  and  discharged  the  rule.  * 

See  Twentyman  v.  Hart,  1  Starkie,  U.  P.  C.  292 ;  Fraser  . 
V.  Marsh,  13  East's  Ppts.  238;  8  T.  R.  10  ;  Jackson  v. 
Vernon,  1  H.  Bl.  114.  Rule  discharged. 


Hooker  et  al.  v.  McMillan. 

Where  a  judgment  was  assigned  to  the  defendant,  for  the  joint  benefit  of  the 
plaintiff  and  himself,  and  he  received  the  whole  amount  of  it :  Held,  that  the 
plaintiff  could  recover  his  share,  as  money  had  and  received. 

Assumpsit  for  money  had  and  received.  This  action 
was  founded  on  the  following  facts : — Ward  et  al.  had 
obtained  a  judgment  against  McDougal  and  others,  pro- 
prietors of  the  "  Niagara "  steamboat,  for  a  considerable 
sum  of  money;  which  judgment  had  been  assigned  to 
McMillan,  the  defendant :  but  the  latter  had  signed  a 
declaration  in  writing,  by  which  he  acknowledged  that  he 
held  the  assignment  for  the  joint  benefit  of  himself  and  the 
plaintiffs.  It  was  proved  that  the  defendant  afterwards 
received  from  McDougal  and  others,  through  the  sheriff  of 
the  district  of  Niagara,  845^.  I65.  4cZ.,  one-half  of  which  the 
plaintiffs  claimed,  together  with  interest  from  the  time  it 
came  to  defendant's  hands.  It  was  objected  on  the  trial, 
that  upon  the  evidence  it  was  shewn  that  the  plaintiffs  and 
the  defendant  in  this  case  held  a  joint  partnership  interest 
in  the  judgment,  such  as  could  only  be  ascertained  and 
sepamted  by  a  proceeding  in  equity;  and  upon  leave 
being  reserved  to  the  defendant,  he  this  term  moved  for  a 
nonsuit,  a  verdict  having  been  rendered  at  the  time  for  the 
sum  of  422/.  18s.  2d.,  half  of  the  sum  paid  to  the  defendant, 
and  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause,  which  was  afterwards 
discharged. 

The  Court  being  of  opinion  that  the  verdict  was  proper — 
the  facts  shewing  nothing  like  a  partnership,  but  merely  a 
joint  interest  in  a  sum  of  money,  such  as  would  be  held  by 
the  joint  payees  of  a  promissory  note,  or  the  joint  owners  of 
any  chattel ;  in  which  cases  an  action  at  law  clearly  lies  by 
one  against  the  others,  where  the  money  has  wholly  passed 
into  the  hands  of  either,  or  where  the  chattel  has  been  con- 
verted by  selling  or  destroying  it — 

Discharged  the  rule. 
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Lyman,  assignee  of  Sheriff  of  Gore,  v.  Cotter. 
Lyman,  assignee,  &c.,  v.  Love  joy  &  Babcock. 

It  is  irregular  to  sign  a  judgment  of  non.  pros.,  without  filing  the  original  paperi 

in  the  judgment  office. 

In  these  cases,  judgment  of  non.  pros,  had  been  signed, 
which  Washburn  moved  to  set  aside  as  irregular,  there 
being  no  proceedings  whatever  to  be  found  in  the  office  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Pleas,  at  Toronto,  in  either  of 
the  cases  except  the  entry  of  the  judgment  of  non.  pros. — no 
previous  proceedings  to  shew  that  such  actions  were  in  fact 
pending.  And  in  the  second  case,  there  was  the  further 
irregularity,  that  the  judgment  of  non.  pros,  was  signed  as 
in* an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case  ;  whereas  the  only 
action  pending  in  court  between  these  parties — as  appeared 
by  the  papers  remaining  in  the  deputy's  office  in  the  coun- 
try— was  an  action  for  debt  on  bond.  No  cause  was 
shewn,  and  the  Court  made  the  rule  for  setting  aside  the 
judgment  of  non.  pros,  in  each  case,  absolute. 


Button  v.  Lake. 

It  is  no  defence  to  an  action  on  a  promissory  note,  that  it  was  given  on  a  consi- 
deration that  did  not  prove  so  beneficial  as  it  was  represented. 

Assumpsit  upon  a  promissory  note  made  by  defendant 
and  payable  to  plaintiff.  At  the  trial,  it  appeared  that  the 
note  was  given  upon  the  following  consideration : — The 
plaintiff  had  occupied  certain  portions  of  the  land  hereto- 
fore possessed  by  the  Indians  upon  the  Grand  River,  with 
the  assent  of  the  Indians,  and  upon  some  contract  or  under- 
taking with  them  ;  and  one  of  these  small  portions  of  land 
had  been  assigned  by  him  to  Lake,  the  defendant,  in  con- 
sideration of  which  the  note  was  given.  The  Government, 
through  the  agency  of  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands, 
lately  made  sale  of  this  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians ; 
and  being  willing  to  pay  attention  to  the  possessory  right 
derived  under  the  Indians,  they  allowed  Lake  a  preference 
in  purchasing,  in  consequence  of  his  having  acquired 
acquired  Button's  right.  It  was  objected  at  the  trial,  at  the 
last  assizes  for  the  district  of  Gore,  that  there  was  shewn 
not  to  be  a  legal  consideration  to  support  the  note,  as  Button 
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had  in  reality  no  right  to  the  land,  and  could  not  therefore 
make  a  valid  assignment  of  it.  A  verdict  having  been 
rendered  for  the  plaintiff,  Foster  this  term  moved  for  a  new 
trial ;  but  the  Court  said  that  as  it  was  apparent  Lake  had 
derived  an  advantage,  though  not  precisely  such,  or  in  such 
a  form  as  he  had  in  contemplation  when  he  gave  the  note, 
and  as  his  object  in  the  transaction  was  in  effect  answered, 
the  verdict  was  sustained  by  the  evidence,  and  refused  a 
rule  for  a  ne  w  trial. 


Hamilton  v.  Wilson. 

An  award  was  set  aside  on  account  of  unfair  conduct  in  the  arbitrators,  in  tiieir 
manner  of  hearing  the  evidence. 

The  parties  submitted  to  arbitration  by  bond,  and  an 
award  was  made,  which  Wilson,  last  term,  moved  to  set 
aside,  on  affidavit  setting  forth  unfair  practice  on  the  part 
of  the  arbitrators,  in  refusing  to  hear  witnesses  brought 
forward  on  the  part  of  Wilson,  and  deciding  the  case 
without  allowing  time  to  produce  the  evidence,  and  various 
other  grounds  of  alleged  improper  conduct.  On  the  return 
of  the  rule  no  cause  was  shewn,  and  the  affidavits  being 
unanswered,  the  Court  ma^e  the  rule  absolute. 


Thompson  v.  Sewell. 

Where  a  new  trial  was  granted  on  payment  of  costs  by  the  plaintiff,  who  served  - 
three  appointments  for  the  taxation  on  the  defendant,  and  the  costs  were  at 
last  taxed  without  disbursements,  and  the  plaintiff  tendered  the  amount,  which 
the  defendant  refused  to  receive  without  the  disbursements,  which  the  plaintiff 
would  not  pay,  but  proceeded  again  to  trial,  and  obtained  a  verdict:  ihe  court 
refused  to  set  it  aside. 

In  Michaelmas  Term,  1833,  the  court  made  a  rule  abso- 
lute, setting  aside  the  verdict  rendered  in  this  cause  on 
payment  of  costs,  and  the  plaintiff  had  repeatedly  applied 
to  defendant's  attorney  to  obtain  a  copy  of  his  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  discharging  it,  and  had  served  him  with  three 
several  notices  of  appointments  to  tax  costs.  On  the  day  of 
the  last  appointment,  the  costs  were  taxed  by  the  Master  at 
6Z.  IO5.,  exclusive  of  disbursements.  This  amount  was 
afterwards  tendered  to  defendant's  attorney,  who,  however, 
refused  to  accept  it,  saying  that  he  must  also  have  the 
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disbursements.  Plaintiff  having  given  notice,  proceeded 
to  trial  at  the  last  assizes  for  Niagara,  and  obtained  a  ver- 
dict, which  Spragge  now  moved  to  set  aside,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  costs  of  the  former  trial  had  not  been  paid  ;• 
but  on  cause  shewn,  and  the  above  facts  being  disclosed  on 
affidavit,  the  court  discharged  the  rule. — Nichols  v.  Bozon, 
12  E.  R.  185. 

Per  Cur. — The  plaintiff  obtained  a  new  trial  on  pay- 
ment of  costs ;  and  it  is  true,  therefore,  that  he  was  bound 
to  pay  the  costs  before  he  could  regularly  proceed  to  trial 
again.  But  the  affidavits  filed  upon  shewing  cause,  state 
so  strongly  that  the  plaintiff  did  all  that  he  could  do 
towards  fulfilling  the  condition,  that  it  would  be  unreason- 
able to  charge  him  with  irregularity.  He  served  notice  of 
an  appointment  to  ta,x  costs  more  than  once,  and  in  good 
time.  The  defendant  failed  to  attend  to  it ;  his  disburse- 
ments were  not  known  to  the  plaintiff,  who,  notwithstanding 
his  appointments  and  notices,  has  never  yet  been  able  to 
learn  what  costs  the  defendant  claims.  He  could  not 
therefore  have  paid  the  costs,  and  the  affidavits  are  strong 
to  shew  that  the  defendant  alone  is  in  fault,  if  his  costs  are 
still  unpaid.  Pie  must  therefore  be  content  with  his  ordi- 
nary remedy  to  recover  them. 

Rule  discharged. 


Bank  of  Upper  Canada  v.  Cooley, 

Notice  of  non-payment  to  in  lorser  held  insufficient,  upon  the  conversation  (given 
below)  between  the  indorsee's  attorney  and  the  indorser. 

This  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  brought  by  plaintiffs  as 
indorsees  of  a  promissory  note,  against  the  defendant  as 
indorser,  the  maker  having  absconded.  Notice  of  non- 
payment by  the  maker  was  not  proved,  but  to  obviate  the 
objection  on  that  account,  evidence  was  given  by  the 
plaintiffs'  attorney,  that  in  a  conversation  which  he  had 
with  the  defendant  after  the  maker  had  absconded,  and 
after  the  note  was  due,  he  admitted  his  liability  so  far  that 
he  desired  time,  and  promised  to  pay,  denying,  however, 
that  he  had  received  notice  until  long  after  it  ought  to  have 
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been  given  to  him.  The  jury  having  found  for  the  defendant, 
the  Solicitor- General  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  set  aside  the 
verdict,  and  for  a  new  trial.    Draper  shewed  cause. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — It  is  very  certain  that  upon  the  evidence 
given,  the  jury  might  have  found  a  verdict  against  the 
defendant,  although  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  he  was 
aware  of  his  legal  rights  when  he  had  the  conversation 
relied  upon.  The  case,  however,  was  fairly  left  to  the  jury. 
They  were  told  to  find  for  the  plaintiffs  if  they  felt  satisfied 
that  the  defendant  made  the  promise  in  direct  terms,  as 
stated.  They  have  found  for  the  defendant  ;  and  consider- 
ing that  the? maker  of  the  note  has  absconded;  that  the 
indorser  appears  to  have  had  no  notice  ;  that  the  conversa- 
tion relied  on  passed  at  the  office  of  the  attorney  for  the 
plaintiffs  ;  and  that  there  is  reason  to  infer  from  the  evidence 
that  the  plaintiffs'  attorney  did  not  rely  upon  the  conversa- 
tion spoken  of  as  conclusive,  but  put  off  the  trial  from  the 
former  assizes,  in  order  to  obtain  the  testimony  of  a 
wellness  as  to  the  delivery  of  the  notice  ;  and  considering 
that  the  jury,  upon  a  proper  charge,  have  found  for  the 
defendant ;  I  think  we  should  not  set  their  verdict  aside. 
The  case  of  Whitaker  v.  Morris,  1  Esp.  N.  P.  C.  58,  shews 
that  it  was  properly  left  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  proof 
of  notice  was  dispensed  with  by  an  absolute  promise  to 
pay.  Without  doubting  in  the  least  the  statement  made  by 
the  plaintiffs'  attorney,  I  think  it  would  be  improper  in 
such  a  case  to  disturb  the  verdict. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  Js.,  concurred. 

Rule  discharged. 


Rex  v.  Jones  and  Skinner. 

A  prisoner  in  custody  for  grand  larceny,  may  be  admitted  to  bail. 

Boulton  {James)  moved  the  court  to  discharge  the  defen- 
dants, who  were  in  custody  in  Niagara,  upon  a  charge  of 
grand  larceny.  The  informations  and  examination  returned 
by  the  committing  magistrate  disclosed  very  slender 
grounds  for  suspicion  ;  but  the  court,  nevertheless,  would 
not  discharge  the  parties,  but  made  an  order  for  their  being 
admitted  to  bail  in  a  moderate  sum. 
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Meighan  v.  Reynolds. 

Th?  demand  on  a  de  j'or  on  the  limits  for  a  statement  of  his  effects,  if  in  writing;, 
must  he  sig  ied  by  the  plaintiff  or  his  atiorney,  and  the  rule  nisi  for  his  com- 
mi  ment  personally  served. 

The  court,  upoa  affidavits  filed,  had  granted  a  rule  on 
defendant  (a  prisoner  in  execution),  to  shew  cause  why  he 
should  not  be  taken  from  the  limits  and  committed  to  close 
custody,  for  failing  to  give  a  statement  on  oath  of  all  his 
effects,  when  duly  required  of  him.  On  cause  shewn,  it 
appeared  that  ihe  demand  served  upon  him  was  not  sub- 
scribed by  any  person,  and  that  ihe  rule  nisi  for  his  com- 
mitment had  not  been  personally  served  on  the  debtor,  but 
had  been  given  to  his  attorney.  The  court  on  these  grounds 
discharged  the  rule,  but  told  the  plaintiff  he  might  take 
proper  steps  and  apply  again  in  chambers. 


During  this  Term,  the  following  gentlemen  were  called 
to  the  bar  and  sworn  in  : 

Stafford  Frederick  Kirkpatrick,  John  P.  Carey, 
Esquires. 

Jno.  B  Robinson,  C.  J. 
J.  B.  Macaulay,  J. 

KING'S  BENCH. 

HILARY  TERM,  5  WILLIAM  IV. 
Wilkes  v.  Flint,  Woodruff  and  Clement. 

The  owners  of  a  vessel  morts:aged,  and  in  possession  of  and  navigated  by  the 
mortgagees,  are  not  liable  for  the  loss  of  goods  shipped  on  such  vessel;  and  if 
they  were  liable,  although  the  fo  m  of  action  were  case,  yet,  as  their  liability 
would  be  founded  on  contract,  and  not  ciistonn>  the  acquittal  of  one  defendant 
would  discharge  the  rest. 

This  was  an  action  on  the  case  against  the  defendants  as 
owners  of  a  steamboat  called  the  "Niagara,"  to  recover  the 
value  of  two  chests  of  tea,  shipped  on  board  the  "Niagara'* 
at  Prescott,  to  be  carried  to  Hamilton,  and  which  it  was 
alleged  were  never  received.  Judgment  by  default  had 
been  signed  against  Flint — the  other  defendants  pleaded 
the  general  issue — and  at  the  last  assizes  for  the  Home 
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District,  damages  were  assessed  against  Flint  for  the  value 
of  the  tea.  On  the  part  of  Flint,  no  defence  was  made  at 
the  trial,  in  order  to  mitigation  of  damages — his  attorney 
relying,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  upon  setting  aside  the 
interlocutory  judgment  f  jr  irregularity.  To  prove  the  case 
against  the  other  two  defendants,  evidence  was  given  that 
they  were  shareholders  in  the  Niagara — that  is,  that  they 
were  among  the  number  of  those  who  originally  subscribed 
stock  for  the  purpose  of  building  the  boat,  and  that  they 
became  part  owners  by  subscribing  the  stock-book  in  the 
year  1826  or  1827,  In  respect  to  Clement,  it  was  sworn 
that  he  no  longer  retained  any  interest  in  the  boat,  and  had 
not  in  fact  since  the  year  1827,  having  then  parted  with  his 
share,  though  his  name  was^ — by  his  assent,  as  a  witness 
thought — allowed  to.  stand  on  the  stock-book.  In  respect 
to  Woodruffe,  it  did  not  appear  that  he  had  ever  absolutely 
parted  witTi  the  share  which  he  had  originally  subscribed. 
It  was  upon  this  evidence  of  ownership  that  the  defendants, 
were  charged  with  the  alleged  loss  of  the  tea ;  and  it  was 
objected  that  so  far  as  the  evidence  went,  it  was  not  legal, 
inasmuch  as  the  stock-books  spoken  of  should  have  been 
produced,  as  the  best  evidence  of  the  defendants  being 
shareholders.  The  Chief  Justice,  who  tried  the  cause,, 
overruled  that  objection,  and  held  it  to  be  sufficiently 
proved  that  Woodruffe  add  Clement  had  once  been  owners, 
though  not  sole  owners,  of  the  steamboat.  It  was  then 
proved,  upon  a  cross-examination  of  the  plaintiff's  witness, 
and  by  two  witnesses  called  on  the  defence,  that  so  long 
ago  as  the  year  1827,  and  long  before  the  tea  was  stated  to 
have  been  put  on  board  the  Niagara,  which  was  in  October 
1831,.  the  boat  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  certain  merchants 
in  Prescott,  in  security  for  large  sums  which  they  had 
advanced  for  the  outfit  of  the  boat,  and  to  relieve  her  from 
debt ;  that  they  were  to  make  what  use  they  pleased  of  her, 
and  to  receive  her  earnings  until  they  were  paid  their 
demand;  that  she  was  from  that  time  wholly  out  of  the 
hands  and  control  of  the  shareholders,  who  never  after- 
wards regained  possession  of  her,  or  derived  any  profit  from 
her  earnings,  or  exercised  any  control  over  her ;  that  she 
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was  navigated  by  a  captain  employed  by  the  assignees  in 
Prescotl,  and  a  clerk  of  theirs  was  put  on  board  to  receive 
the  monies  earned  by  her-  Upon  this  evidence  being 
given,  it  was  objected  that  as  the  assignment  spoken  of 
was  in  writing,  it  ought  to  be  produced  ;  bot  the  learned 
judge  stated  that  he  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  give  way  to 
that  objection  so  far  as  to  exclude  from  the  jury  all  evidence 
of  the  defendants  having  divested  themselves  of  their 
interest ;  because  the  only  proof  offered  to  charge  the 
defendants,  was  oral  evidence  that  they  had  once  been 
owners,  which  he  had  received,  notwithstanding  it  was 
alleged  that  the  act  by  which  they  became  so  was  by  a 
subscription  in  writing  ;  and  it  did  not  seem  consistent  to 
exclude  oral  evidence  that  this  relation  of  owners  did  not 
continue  ;  and  besides,  the  facts  that  the  defendants,  whether 
owners  or  not,  were  not  in  actual  possession  of  the  boat 
after  1827,  or  exercising  any  ownership  over  her,  or 
receiving  the  profits  which  she  made,  were  established 
independently  of  this  objection,  and  indeed  were  not 
disputed;  and  those  facts  seemed  sulHcient  to  shew  that 
the  tea  in  question  was  not  received  or  carried  by  any 
person  who  was  authorised  by  the  defendants  to  act  as  their 
agent;  and  this  raised  the  question  whether  the  defendants 
could,  notwithstanding,  be  held  liable  for  its  loss.  The 
jury  found  a  verdict  against  both  defendants  for  45/.,  and 
assessed  damages  against  Flint  to  the  same  amount.  In 
the  last  term,  the  assessment  of  damages  against  Flint 
was  set  aside,  and  also  the  interlocutory  judgment  for 
irregularity,  and  a  new  trial  was  moved  for  on  behalf 
of  Clement  and  Woodruffe,  upon  the  law  and  facts  of  the 
case. 

Robinson,  C.  J.- — It  w^as  made  a  question  at  the  trial, 
whether  the  delivery  of  the  tea  on  board  the  boat  was 
sufficiently  proved,  and  whether  the  jury  were  warranted 
in  concluding  that  it  had  not  arrived  at  its  place  of  destina- 
tion. Upon  the  whole  evidence,  I  submitted  the  case  to 
the  jury,  telling  them  that  if  they  were  satisfied  that  the  tea, 
being  delivered  on  board  the  boat  to  be  carried,  had  been 
lost  as  alleged,  they  would  of  course  attribute  that  loss  to 
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negligence,  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  any  cause  of  loss 
which  would  exempt  the  persons  liable  from  answering  for 
it.  Then  as  to  whether  these  defendants,  or  either  of  them, 
could  upon  this  evidence  be  legally  charged  with  the  loss 
as  owners  of  the  steamboat,  I  directed  the  jury  that  as  it 
was  sworn  that  Clement  did  not  retain  any  interest  in  the 
boat  after  1827  or  1828,  and  was  consequently  not  an  owner 
when  the  injury  complained  of  was  suffered,  they  ought,  if 
they  believed  the  witness,  to  give  a  verdict  acquitting  him ; 
that  in  regard  to  Woodruffe,  he  was  not  shewn  to  have 
absolutely  divested  himself  of  his  shares,  as  Clement  was 
stated  to  have  done,  but  that  both  with  respect  to  him  and 
Clement  the  question  was,  whether  they  could  %be  held 
liable  for  any  loss  arising  from  the  negligent  management 
of  the  boat  while  she  was  not  navigated  by  them,  or  by  any 
servant  of  theirs,  and  while  the  freight  which  she  earned 
passed  into  other  hands  ;  so  that  in  truth  neither  the  boat 
nor  the  profits  made  by  her  were  subject  to  their  control. 
Upon  that  point,  my  inclination  was  against  the  plaintiff; 
for  it  appeared  that  these  defendants  could  have  claimed  no 
action  for  the  freight  of  the  tea,  while  on  the  other  hand  the 
merchants  at  Prescott  by  whom  and  for  whom  she  was 
employed,  clearly  could  have  sued  for  her  freight,  and 
would  as  clearly  have  been  liable  for  any  loss  incurred  by 
the  negligence  of  a  master  actually  employed  by  them. 
The  implied  contract  appeared  to  me  not  to  be  with  the 
original  shareholders,  but  with  the  owners  for  the  time.  I 
endeavoured  to  convey  these  impressions  to  the  jury  ;  but 
not  being  myself  altogether  clear  upon  the  point,  I  probably 
did  not  insist  upon  it  so  strongly  and  clearly  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  upon  their  mind  of  the  opinion  which  I  entertained. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  a  new  trial  ought  to  be  granted  ;  for 
it  would  be  proper  to  grant  it  if  it  should  appear  to  us  pro- 
bable only  that  Flint,  against  whom  the  plaintiff  is  now  to 
proceed,  may  obtain  a  verdict  in  his  favour  ;  and  as  I  really 
have  no  doubt  that  he  must  succeed  upon  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  that  the  verdict  which  has  been  rendered  against 
the  other  two  defendants  is  improper  upon  the  evidence 
given,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  agreeing  to  a  new  trial.  T^^^'* 
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IS  at;ase,  in  ray  opinion,  in  which  the  plaintiff  must  either 
recover  against  all  the  defendants  whom  he  has  sued,  or 
must  fail  altogether ;  and  therefore  so  long  as  it  remains 
doubtful  whether  a  verdict  can  pass  against  Flint,  the 
record,  to  avoid  future  dilficulty,  should  stand^open  as  to 
all ;  for  a  nolle  prcssqui  cannot,  in  such  an  action  as  this, 
be  entered  against  one  of  the  defendants.    Upon  investi- 
gating this  pomt,  since  the  last  term,  1  have  no  longer  any 
doubt  of  it.    It  is  impossible  to  draw  any  distinction 
between  this  case  aud  that  of  Powell  v.  Layton,  2  N.  R. 
365  :  the  declarations  are  similar,  and  so  are  the  facts  upon 
which  they  are  grounded.    The  defendants  are  not  charged 
upon  their  common  law  duly  as  general  carriers,  but  simply 
upon  the  duty  raised  by  their  contract  to  carry  this  tea  from 
the  one  place  to  the  other.  They  are  not  charged  as  persons 
actually  carrying  on  the  business  of  common  carriers  ;  and 
if  they  were,  the  evidence  would  not  have  supported  the 
action.    Upon  the  authorities  to  be  found  in  BuUer's  N.  P. 
706  ;  Com.  Dig.  action  on  the  case  for  negligence,  6  T.  R. 
372  ;  3  N.  R.  365,  457  ;  12  E.  R.  89,  453—1  think  it  clear 
that  this  action  is  to  be  considered  as  founded  on  contract, 
and  that  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover  against  one  or  two  of 
these  defendants  only.    The  case  of  Grout  and  Radnage,  3 
E.  R.  70,  is  the  only  one  I  am  aware  of  that  may  seem  to 
support  the  contrary  opinion  ;  but  on  comparing  that  with 
the  case  before  us  in  its  circumstances,  and  after  seeing  the 
light  in  which  that  decision  is  regarded  in  other  cases,  I  do 
not  feel  warranted  by  it  in  coming  to  a  different  conclusion 
than  I  have  expressed  on  this  point. 

I  think  it  not  less  clear  that  upon  the  evidence  given  at 
the  trial,  the  plaintiffs  ought  not  to  have  had  a  verdict 
against  Clement  and  Woodruffe  for  the  reason  already 
stated — ^that  the  steamboat  was  not  in  the  actual  possession 
of  the  defendants  and  the  other  original  owners,  but  was 
out  of  their  hands,  sailed  by  a  master  who  was  not  their 
agent,  but  appointed  by  and  accountable  to  others,  and  that 
under  such  circumstances  the  delivery  of  the  tea  on  board 
the  boat  gave  no  ground  for  implying  a  contract  between 
the  defendants  and  the  owner  of  the  tea.    Upon  this  point, 
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I  will  refer  to  the  case  of  Chimney  and  Blackman,  3  Doug, 
and  notes ;  and  also  to  the  cases  reported  in  3  Campbell, 
N.  P.  C.  354  ;  8  E.  R.  10  ;  11  E.  R.  435  ;  16  E.  R.  167  ;  2 
Bing.  179  ;  7  B.  &  C.  30  ;  3  B.  &  C.  54 ;  2  D.  &  R.  419. 

If  I  ha(l»been  ay  well  satisfied  on  this  point  at  the  trial,  as 
I  am  now,  it  is  possible  that  the  jury,  receiving  a  more 
positive  direction,  might  have  given  a  verdict  for  the  defen- 
dants. Still  they  were  not  misdirected ;  and  the  most  just 
course,  therefore,  seems  to  be,  that  a  new  trial  should  be 
granted,  with  costs  to  abide  the  event. 

The  plaintiff  signifying  a  preference  to  take  it  without 
costs,  so  ordered. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute  for  new  trial. 


Hamilton  v.  Walters. 

Where  in  case  for  the  slander  of  the  plaintiff's  steamboat,  it  was  averred  in  the 
declaration  that  certain  persons  were  going  on  a  voyage  in  the  steamboat,  and 
that  the  slanderous  words  were  spoken  in  the  hearing  of  a  particular  person 
and  others,  but  no  proof  was  given  of  the  voyage,  nor  of  the  persons  who  were 
going  on  it,  nor  of  the  individuals  in  whose  hearing  the  words  were  stated  to 
have  been  spoken,  and  the  jury  found  for  the  plaintitf,  the  Court  held  that  the 
evidence  did  not  support  the  declaration,  and  a  new  trial  was  granted  without 
costs. 

In  this  action  for  slander,  the  declaration  in  the  first  count 
stated  that  the  plaintiff"  was  possessed  of  a  steamboat  called 
the  ''United  Kingdom,"  by  which  he  was  accustomed  to 
convey  passengers,  goods  and  merchandize  to  and  from 
Niagara,  and  divers  other  ports  and  places,  for  hire  ;  and 
that  just  before  and  at  the  time  of  committing  the  grievances 
&c.,  divers  persons  v^rere  about  to  take  passage,  and  would, 
had  not  such  grievances  been  committed,  have  taken  pas- 
sage on  board  the  said  steamboat,  to  go  on.  a  certain  voyage 
for  certain  hire  and  reward ;  and  that  the  defendant,  well 
knowing  the  premises,  and  maliciously  intending,  &c.,  to 
injure  the  plaintiff,  and  to  induce  the  persons  aforesaid  not 
to  take  passage  in  and  on  board  the  said  steamboat  as 
aforesaid,  and  thereby  to  deprive  the  plaintiff"  of  all  the 
profits  he  would  have  acquired  from  the  conveyance  of  pas- 
sengers in  and  by  the  said  steamboat  as  aforesaid,  on  the 
20th  July,  1833,  at  Stamford,  in  a  certain  discourse  which 
defendant  had  with  one  Moses  Edward  Parmels,  of  and 
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concerning  the  said  steamboat,  in  the  presence  and  hearing 
of  the  said  Moses  Edward  Parmels  and  of  divers  other  per- 
sons, as  aforesaid,  spoke  these  words — "  The  United  King- 
dom is  a  very  dangerous  boat."    The  second* count — under 
the  same  inducement — stated  that  in  another  discourse,  on 
the  same  day,  &c.,  which  defendant  had  with  Moses  Ed- 
ward Parmels,  in  the  hearing  of  the  said  Moses  Edward 
Parmels  and  divers  other  persons,  as  aforesaid,  defendant 
contriving  and  intending  as  aforesaid,  in  the  presence  and 
hearing  of  the  said  last  mentioned  persons^  said  of  the  steam- 
boat— "  Her  boilers  are  so  placed  that  when  she  careens 
over  the  least  on  one  side  they  are  liable  to  burst."    In  a 
third  count,  under  the  same  statement  by  way  of  induce- 
ment, it  was  stated,  that  in  a  certain  other  discourse  which 
defendant  had  with  the  said  Moses  Edward  Parmels,  in  the 
presence  and  hearing  of  the  said  Moses  Edward  Parmels 
and  of  divers  other  persons  as  aforesaid,  he,  the  said  de- 
fendant, contriving  and  intending  as  aforesaid,  in  the  pre- 
sence and  hearing  of  the  said  last  mentioned  persons,  said 
of  the  boat — "  She  is  a  bad  boat."     The  plaintiff  then 
averred  the  falsehood  of  all  the  expressions  above  stated, 
making  this  general  conclusion  to  the  three  counts  : — "  By 
means  of  the  speaking,  &c.,  of  which  said  scandalous  wwds 
as  aforesaid,  the  persons  aforesaid  giving  credit  to  and 
believing  that  the  said  representations,  &c.,  were  true, 
afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  wholly 
refused  to  take  passage  in  or  by  the  said  steamboat  as  afore- 
said, and  thereby  the  said  plaintiff  lost  and  was  deprived 
of  all  the  profits,  &c.,  which  he  would  otherwise  have 
derived  from  the  passage  and  carrying  aforesaid,  and  the 
said  plaintiff  hath  been  also  otherwise  greatly  injured. 
Three  other  counts  follow,  which  are  introduced  by  stating 
that   divers  other  persons  were  about  to   send  certain 
goods  and  merchandize  from  certain  ports  and  places  on 
board  of  the  said  steamboat,  to  certain  other  ports  and 
places,  for  hire,  &c.  ;  and  that  defendant,  intending  to  injure 
plaintiff,  and  to  induce  the  persons  aforesaid  not  to  send 
their  goods  on  board  the  steamboat,  &c.,  in  a  discourse 
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which  he  had  with  Mos6s  Edward  Parmels,  in  the  presence 
of  the  said  Moses  Edward  Parmels,  and  of  divers  other 
persons  as  aforesaid,  falsely  and  maliciously  spoke  the 
words  as  charged  in  the  three  preceding  counts :  then 
denying  the  truth  of  the  words,  the  plaintiff  concludes  thus 
to  the  three  last  counts  : — By  means  of  the  speaking  of 
which  said  false  and  scandalous  words,  &c.,  the  persons 
aforesaid^  giving  credit  to  and  believing  them  to  be  true, 
afterwards,  &c.,  wholly  refused  to  send  goods  and  merchan- 
dize in  and  by  the  said  by  the  said  steamboat,  and  the 
plaintiff  lost  all  the  profits  which  he  would  otherwise  have 
derived  from  the  passage  and  conveying  aforesaid  ;  and  the 
plaintiff  hath  been  otherwise  greatly  injured,  &c.,  to  his 
damage  of  1000/.  To  this  declaration  the  defendant  pleaded 
the  general  issue  ;  and  upon  the  trial  at  the  last  Niagara 
assizes,  before  Macaulay,  J.,  it  appeared  in  evidence  that 
the  plaintiff  owned  a  steam  vessel  called  the  United  King- 
dom ;  and  that  the  defendant,  in  the  summer  of  1833, 
resided  at  the  Pavilion  hotel  at  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  as 
agent  of  the  steamboat  Great  Britain,  both  of  which  vessels 
navigated  the  waters  of  lake  Ontario;  that  during  the  season 
the  defendant  had  used  expressions  of  ill-will  towards  the 
plaintiff  generally,  and  had  in  various  ways  opposed  his 
interests  as  respe<ited  the  procurement  of  passengers  for  the 
United  Kingdom  ;  that  he  was  accustomed  also  to  depre- 
ciate the  boat,  and  to  speak  disparagingly  of  her  in  the 
presence  and  hearing  of  travellers,  in  the  terms  specified  in 
the  declaration,  and  in  language  calculated  to  deter  them 
from  embarking  in  her,  and  to  diminish  her  profits  in  con- 
sequence ;  that  in  June  a  party  of  six  gentlemen  from 
France,  were  introduced  to  plaintiff's  agent  at  the  Falls, 
and  expressed  their  intention  of  going  by  the  United  King- 
dom, after  which  the  defendant  disparaged  the  vessel  in 
their  presence,  and,  it  was  believed,  accompanied  them  in 
the  stage  from  the  Falls  to  Niagara,  the  place  of  embarka- 
tion. The  party  ultimately  declined  going  by  plaintiff's 
vessel,  and  took  passage  in  another  steamboat.  It  was  the 
impression  of  the  plaintiff 's  witnesses  that  the  passengers 
above  alluded  to  were  dissuaded  from  going  in  plaintiff's 
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vessel  by  the  misrepresentations  of  defendant.  The  reason 
assigned  by  them  was  not  allowed  to  be  elicited  in  the 
examination  in  chief;  but  on  cross-examination,  a  witness 
said  that  the  reason  assigned  by  the  spokesman  of  the 
party  was  that  supposed  in  this  declaration — namely,  the 
representations  made  by  the  defendant  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  boat.  The  words  defendant  used  on  this  occasion  were 
not  proved,  nor  was  any  person  of  the  name  of  Parmels 
shewn  to  have  been  present.  The  jury,  upon  this  evidence, 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  judge  at  Nisi  Prius  (vide  his 
opinion),  returned  a  verdict  for  plaintiff,  which  Sullivan  last 
term  moved  to  set  aside,  and  for  a  new  trial.  The  judg- 
ment of  the  court  having  been  deferred,  it  was  this  day 
given  as  follows  : — 

Robinson,  C.  J.  (after  stating  the  case) — Taking  this 
evidence  into  consideration,  and  comparing  it  with  the 
record,  the  question  is,  whether  the  cause  of  action,  as 
stated,  is  sufficiently  supported.  I  apprehend  ii  is  not.  I 
can  see  no  difference  between  the  slander  of  a  steamboat 
and  the  slander  of  an  inn,  or  any  other  medium  of  business 
by  which  profit  is  made.  The  same  principle  governs  all. 
No  words  that  can  be  used  respecting  the  vessel  or  the  inn 
can  be  actionable  per  se,  like  slanderous  words  uttered 
respecting  the  person.  The  words  must  be  shewn  to  have 
occasioned  damage,  and  then  a  cause  of  action  arises.  A 
plaintiff  in  such  a  suit  may  state  his  case  in  either  of  two 
ways.  He  may  aver  a  general  diminution  of  business,  in 
consequence  of  the  slander,  relying  upon  his  ability  to  make 
that  appear  to  a  jury,  or  he  may  aver  a  particular  instance 
of  damage,  knowing  that  he  can  give  evidence  of  loss  in  a 
specific  case.  I  mean  the  declaration  may  in  point  of  fact 
be  framed  in  the  one  way  or  the  other — whether  in  such  a 
case  as  the  present  it  can  legally  be  framed  in  the  general 
terms  first  mentioned,  may  perhaps  be  doubted.  I  have 
looked  at  the  case  cited,  of  Browning  v.  Newman,  Strange 
666.  It  is  not  applicable,  because  the  words  were  there 
used  of  the  plaintiff's  character  and  were  actionable  in 
themselves;  and  moreover,  the  distinction  taken  in  that 
case  is  not  now  recognized.    Neither  is  the  case  of  Rasson 
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V.  Lord  Breton,  1  Saund.  243,  4  Burr.  2424,  material,  be- 
cause, from  the  peculiarity  of  the  circumstances  there,  the 
damage  could  not  have  been  stated  more  specijfically.  If 
an  action  would  lie  for  an  innkeeper's  general  loss  of  cus- 
tom  in  consequence  of  slanderous  words,  it  should  equally 
lie  in  this  case,  since  it  may  be  as  difficult  to  ascertain  the 
names  ol  the  persons  whose  custom  has  been  lost  in  the 
one  case  as  in  the  other.  Upon  the  authority  of  Hartley 
V.  Henning,  8  T.  R.  130,  it  may  be  contended  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  name  the  persons  whose  custom  has  been  lost ; 
but  the  grounds  on  which  that  case  rested  are  so  distinct, 
the  plaintiff  having  lost  a  specific  office  or  situation  from 
the  slander,  that  it  cannot  be  relied  upon  for  sustaining  a 
general  allegation  for  loss  of  custom  in  other  cases,  and 
indeed  the  court  are  careful  to  declare  that  they  do  not  over-* 
rule  the  cases  which  require  the  names  to  be  specified, 
when  a  loss  of  custom  is  stated  as  the  injury.  From  the 
following  authorities,  I  consider  that  the  statement  of  such 
a  damage  must  specify  names, — I  mean  where  the  plaintiff 
declares  for  a  damage  arising  from  a  particular  disappoint-^ 
ment :  Hunt  v.  Jones,  Cro.  Jac  499  ;  Wetherell  v.  Clarkson, 
12  Mod.  597  ;  2  Ld.  Eay,  1007  ;  Wyatt  v.  Essington,  2  Ld. 
Ray;  1410  ;  Niones  v.  Langdale,  2  Bos.  &  Pul.  284;  3  B.  & 
P.  372  ;  Moore  v.  Meigham,  1  Taunt.  39.  Indeed,  the  damage 
being  the  very  gist  of  the  action,  and  not  the  words,  it  must, 
like  all  other  causes  of  action,  be  stated  specifically,  and  any 
variance  in  the  proof  will  be  fatal,  as  several  of  the  above 
cases  determine.  In  the  case  before  us,  indeed,  the  plaintiff 
has  not  thought  it  safe  to  omit  stating  a  particular  specific 
injury  as  the  foundation  of  his  action— he  intends,  I  think, 
to  be  specific  in  his  declaration— he  must  therefore  adhere 
to  his  declaration  so  far  as  he  has  been  specific,  and  no 
evidence  of  any  loss  not  specifically  charged  should  have 
been  attended  to  by  the  jury.  I  conceive  him  to  have 
averred  that  in  consequence  of  certain  words  uttered  by 
defendant  in  the  hearing  of  Parmels  and  others  present  with 
him,  those  persons  (whether  Parmels  or  not  is  not  clear) , 
were  prevented  from  going  on  a  certain  voyage.  JVo  such 
words  as  those  charged  were  proved  to  have  been  spoken 
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to  Parmels  or  in  his  hearing ;  they  are  proved  lo  have  been 
spoken  in  the  hearing  of  some  other  persons,  but  of  what 
persons  or  how  many  of  them,  or  on  what  occasion,  was  not 
.stated ;  nor  is  it  shewn  that  any  one  of  the  persons  who 
heard  those  words  ever  intended  to  make  a  passage  in  the 
boat,  or  were  prevented  by  any  cause  from  doing  so. 

1  doubt  whether  the  declaration  is  sufficiently  specific  to 
he  sustained  after  verdict ;  but  that  is  not  now  the  question. 
No  damage  such  as  is  laid  was  proved,  and  none  attempted 
to  be  proved,  that  could  have  occasioned  damages  to  the 
extent  which  the  jury  have  given.  Indfjed  the  only  evidence 
to  support  the  verdict  is  evidence  of  a  vague  description,  ^ 
respecting  a  supposed  loss  of  passengers  not  named.  A 
declaration  for  such  a  cause  of  action,  I  apprehend,  could 
not  be  ;sustained  ;  but  at  any  rate  the  plaintiff,  by  his  form 
of  declaring,  has  tied  himself  to  more  particular  proof,  and 
in  this  kind  of  action  he  must  adduce  that  evidence  or  fail. 
He  speaks  of  a  particular  voyage,  and  has  not  shewn  that 
<any  persons  who  heard  the  words  proved  were  deterred  by 
/them  from  going  on  that  voyage. 

Sherwood,  J.,  concurred  in  thinking  the  evidence  not 
sufficient  to  support  the  declaration. 

Macaulay,  J. — It  was  in  the  course  of  the  evidence  con- 
tended by  the  defendant's  counsel,  that  the  intention  of  the 
«ix  French  gentlemen  to  go  in  the  plaintiff's  vessel,  and  the 
cause  of  their  relinquishing  such  intention,  could  only  be 
proved  by  themselves,  and  not  by  others,  as  hearsay  or  mere 
inference.  I  thought  that  although  they  might  be  called, 
yet,  as  a  fact,  it  ought  to  be  proved  by  any  one  present  that 
they  had  been  introduced  to  the  plaintiff's  agent  as  travel- 
lers—had agreed  to  take  passage  in  his  boat — -that  the 
defendant  used  unwarrantable  efforts  to  change  such  pur- 
pose, and  that  they  eventually  refused  to  adhere  to  their 
original  promise  ;  that  the  cause  assigned  by  them  could 
not  perhaps  be  shewn  as  mere  hearsay,  though  as  part  of 
the  res  gestce  I  was  not  clear  that  it  could  not,  but  that  from 
all  the  circumstances  the  jury  might  infer  the  real  cause 
without  their  being  called  to  affirm  it ;  and  that  I  thought 
there  was  enough  shewn  to  warrant  the  inference  that  they 
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were  prevented  by  the  representations  and  persuasions  of 
the  defendant.  It  appeared  to  me  that  if  it  were  incumbent 
upon  the  plaintiffs  to  call  such  individual  traveller,  in 
respect  of  whom  he  claimed  damages,  it  would  amount 
to  a  denial  of  justice,  considering  the  deycriptiua  of  persons 
whose  presence  would  be  required— namely,  transitory 
travellers  and  tourists  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  casually 
passing  our  territories  to  visit  the  great  natural  and  wonder- 
ful curiosity  which  justly  attracts  such  great  numbers  in  the 
summer  season.  I  thought  the  necessity  of  the  case  called 
for  a  relaxation  of  the  rule,  although  in  ordinary  cases,  and 
as  applied  to  few  or  isolated  instances,  such  impression 
might  be  incorrect.  I  still  entertain  the  same  opinion. 
Independent  of  the  evidence  especially  applicable  to  the  six 
individuals  referred  to,  there  was  an  abundance  of  testi- 
mony from  which  a  material  loss  of  passengers  might  be 
generally  presumed  throughout  the  season  of  1833,  owing 
to  the  defendant's  slanders  of  plaintiff 's  boat;  but  no  other 
particular  instances  were  in  proof,  nor  was  any  falling  off 
or  fluctuation  of  the  business  of  the  vessel  shewn  on  the 
plaintiff's  part.  Upon  the  evidence,  the  complaint  would 
seem  rather  to  have  been,  that  the  plaintiff  was  prevented 
from  acquiring  business  or  patronage,  by  the  misconduct  of 
the  defendant.  No  witness  was  called  for  the  defence,  nor 
did  the  defendant  attempt  to  prove  that  his  representations 
touching  the  safety  and  seaworthiness  of  the  vessel  were 
justifiable  or  true  in  point  of  fact.  I  told  the  jury  that  if  the 
words  laid  in  the  declaration  had  been  spoken  by  the  defen- 
dant with  the  design  and  intention  imputed  to  him,  and 
that  damage  to  the  plaintiff  by  loss  of  passengers  had 
ensued  in  consequence,  to  find  for  the  plaintiff ;  that  the 
conversations  were  alleged  to  have  taken  place  with  one 
Parmels,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  that  individual  and 
divers  others  as  aforesaid,  but  that  the  plaintiff  had  not 
attempted  to  prove  the  presence  of  Parmels  upon  any  of  the 
occasions  in  evidence  ;  that  I  was  not  prepared  to  say  with 
confidence  whether  the  introduction  of  his  name  as  one  of 
the  auditors  rendered  it  rriaterial  to  be  proved,  but  that  I 
rather  thought  it  might  be  rejected  as  surplusage,  and  so 
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instructed  I  hem ;  that  fair  competition  between  steamboat 
proprietors,  fair  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  comparative 
merits  made  bona  fide^  were  admissible  and  not  actionable; 
and  that  the  defendant  should  only  be  liable  when  transgres- 
sing bounds — aspersing  the  plaintiff's  vessel  from  a  desire 
to  injure  her  reputation  in  business — in  other  words,  mali- 
ciously ;  that  if  he  exceed  the  license  allowed  in  fair  com- 
petition in  trade — if  he  spoke  prejudicially  of  the  plaintiff's 
vessel  mala  fides — wrongfully  and  with  the  desire  thereby 
to  injure  and  occasion  loss  to  the  plaintiff,  and  that  such  a 
consequence  ensued,  then  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  re- 
cover ;  that  in  such  an  event  it  was  questionable  with  me 
what  damages  should  follow,  whether  generally  all  such 
damage  as  throughout  the  whole  period  the  jury  thought 
the  plaintiff  had  sustained,  or  only  the  loss  of  those  passen- 
gers who  had  been  particularly  specified  in  the  evidence ; 
that  the  difficulty  arose  from  the  form  of  the  plaintiff's 
declaration,  but  that  as  the  plaintiff  had  gone  into  evidence 
with  a  view  to  the  whole  injury,  I  recommended  the  jury 
to  assess  damages  to  the  full  extent  of  loss  found,  should 
they  find  for  the  plaintiff.  They  accordingly  did  so,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  returned  a  verdict  for  150Z. 

I  am  not  dissatisfied  with  the  verdict  upon  the  whole 
merits  of  the  case,  but  several  questions  of  law  'present 
themselves  and  call  in  question  its  validity  in  toto,  or  in 
point  of  amount. 

It  is  in  the  first  place  to  be  seen  what  evidence  is  admis- 
sible under  the  declaration,  and  then  whether  any  was 
illegally  accepted.  If  no  inadmissible  evidence  was  re- 
ceived, it  would  still  remain  a  question  whether  it  warranted 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  if  so,  to  what  extent  in  point 
of  damages.  The  evidence  applies  exclusively  to  the  first 
three  counts.  The  plaintiff  introduces  them  by  reciting  that 
before  and  at  the  time  of  the  grievances,  &c.,  divers  persons 
were  about  taking  passage  in  the  said  vessel  and  would 
have  gone  in  her  on  a  certain  voyage,  but  that  defendent  in 
a  discourse  with  Parmels  concerning  such  vessel,  in  the 
presence  and  hearing  of  said  Parmels  and  of  divers  others 
as  aforesaid,  spoke  the  words  laid  in  the  first  count ;  and 
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thai  in  a  certain  other  discourse  with  said  Parmels  ofl  and 
concerning  said  vessel,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  said 
Parmels  and  divers  other  persons  as  afc^resaid,  the  defen- 
dant, in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  said  Parmels  and  divers 
other  persons,  as  aforesaid,  the  defendant,  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  the  said  last  mentioned  persons,  spoke  the 
words  in  the  second  count ;  and  that  in  a  (pertain  other 
discourse  with  said  Parmels  of  and  concerning  said  vessel, 
in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  said  Parmels  and  of  divers 
other  persons,  as  aforesaid,  defendant,  in  the  presence  and 
bearing  of  the  said  last  mentioned  persons,  spoke  the  words 
in  the  third  count :  By  means  whereof,  Sec. 

It  appears  to  me  three  distinct  grievan^^es  are  alleged  in 
three  separate  counts,  all  of  which  are  laid  as  upon  the  same 
day,  though  they  might  have  occurred  and  might  be  proved 
to  have  occurred  on  three  different  days  or.  upon  separate 
occasions  on  the  same  day,  and  that  it  is  with  reference  to 
those  three  distinct  grievances  that  he  uses  the  indefinite 
term  divers^  and  alleges  that  before  and  at'  those  three  pe- 
riods, divers  persons  were  about  taking  passage  and  would' 
have'  gone.  I  do  not  see,  therefore,  that  as  respects  this 
inducement,  the  defendant  is  restricted  to  one  set  of  persons 
on  one  occasion,  or  that  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  shew  three 
slanderous  aspersions,  at  three  different  times,  before  three- 
distinct  members  of  divers  persons,  being  travellers.  The 
plaintiff  next  asserts  a  conversation  with  Parmels  in  the 
hearing  of  Parmels  and  divers  others,  as  aforesaid.  Now, 
it  seem's  to  me  that  the  words  as  aforesaid  do  not  in  each 
count  refer  to  and  necessarily  include  the  whole  of  the 
divers  persons  mentioned  in  the  inducement,  but  that  they 
mean  to  point  out  that  the  divers  others  besides  Parmels, 
who  heard  the  words,  were  travellers  who  were  about 
taking  passage,  and  would  otherwise  have  gone  in  plain- 
tiff's vessel ;  and  I  think  the  evidence  sufHcient  to  go  to  the 
jury  to  shew  that,  on  these  occasions  at  least,  the  words 
laid  were  uttered  before  divers  different  travellers,  who 
were  thereby  prevented  taking  passage  in  plaintiff's  vessel. 
If  so,  the  next  point  is,  whether,  being  averred,  it  must 
necessarily  be  proved  that  the  words  were  spoken  in  a  con- 
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versation  with  Parmels.  At  the  trial,  it  was  not  so  con- 
ten  led  ;  indeed  the  defendant's  counsel  conceded  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  question  I  made  on  this  head — referring 
to  Roscoe  on  Ev.  p.  233,  which  refers  to  B.  N.  P.  6. 

The  subject  of  averments  requiring  proof  or  susceptible 
of  being  rejected  as  surplusage,  is  discussed  in  Briston  v. 
Wright,  Doug.  168,  and  Blk.  1-4,  where  the  distinction  is 
taken  between  averments  immaterial  to  have  been  made^  but 
becoming  matei^ial  and  requiring  pi'oof^  because  alleged  \ 
and  impertinent  averments,  that  may  be  struck  out  or 
rejected  as  surplusage^  and  which  require  no  proof,  though 
laid  ;  and  the  question  here,  I  think,  is,  whether  the  mtro- 
duction  of  Parmels'  name  be  a  mere  impertinent  reduti- 
dancy,  susceptible  of  rejection,  or  whether  it  partakes  of  the 
nature  of  an  immaterial  averment,  rendered  material  to  be 
proved,  because  (though  unnecessarily)  introduced  into  the 
declaration.  It  appears  to  me  that  if  in  ordinary  actions 
on  the  case  for  slanderous  words,  actionable  in  themselves 
on  averment  that  they  were  spoken  in  the  presence  of  A. 
and  others,  is  supported  by  proof  that  they  were  uttered  in 
presence  of  others,  without  including  A. — in  other  words,  if 
in  such  a  case,  A.  might  be  rejected  as  surplusage,  a  simi- 
lar rule  should  prevail  in  one  like  the  present.  The  only 
substantial  difference  is,  that  in  the  one  special  damage 
must  be  laid  and  proved,  and  in  the  other  it  need  not. 
There  seems  no  distinction  as  respects  the  proof  of  those 
before  whom  the  slander  was  promulgated.  I  do  not  per- 
ceive that  a  case  of  special  damage  like  this  requires  any 
stricter  proof  touching  the  coUocjuium,  than  an  ordinary 
case  of  slander,  imputing  crime,  on  the  ground  that  the 
name  introduced  points  to  some  specific  conversation,  and 
might  mislead  the  defendant  in  his  defence.  The  same 
argument  and  the  same  inconvenience  might  equally  apply 
to  or  attend  a  case  in  which  damage  results  from  the  words 
spoken  as  a  legal  consequence.  The  first  just  test,  I  think, 
is  to  determine  whether  the  declaration  v/ould  remain  good, 
or  at  least  as  good  as  at  present,  if  the  name  of  Parmel 
were  rejected.  It  would  then  read  thus  : — Defendant,  in  a 
certain  discourse  concerning  said  vessel,  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  divers  persons,  as  aforesaid  ;  or,  in  a  certain 
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other  discourse,  of  and  concerning  said  vessel,  in  the  pre- 
sence and  hearing  of  divers  other  persons,  as  aforesaid, 
defendant,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  said  last- 
mentioned  persons,  spoke  the  words.  A  declaration  thus 
framed  would,  I  think,  be  quite  as  good  as  the  present.  I 
see  no  object  for  the  introduction  of  Parmels'  name.  He 
is  not  alleged  to  be  a  traveller,  or  about  to  take  passage, 
and  w^ould  seem  as  mentioned  to  have  been,  if  present  at 
all,  a  mere  casual  auditor,  in  common  with  divers  others. 
The  material  point  is  to  aver  a  publication  in  sufficient 
terms,  which  may  be  effectually  done  without  connecting 
the  name  of  Parmels  in  the  colloquium.  It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  that  such  name  may  be  rejected  as  surplusage, 
and  requires  no  proof. 

The  only  remaining  point  is  the  subject  of  damage,  touching 
which  I  feel  more  doubt  than  upon  any  other.  The  question 
is,  whether  under  this  declaration  the  plaintiff  can  recover 
damages  for  whatever  loss  he  sustained,  or  is  restricted 
to  a  single  voyage,  or  to  such  special  instances  of  loss  as 
he  could  expressly  prove.  The  evidence  I  deem  sufficient 
to  establish  special  damage,  even  to  the  extent  of  the  verdict. 
The  only  difficulty  is,  whether  special  damages  generally 
can  be  received  under  this  declaration ;  and  that  seems  to 
me  to  depend  upon  the  comprehensiveness  of  the  induce- 
ment and  breach.  The  words  are  not  actionable  per  se — 
the  plaintiff  must  allege  and  prove  special  damage ;  but 
such  special  damage  may  be  laid  in  general  terms,  and  is 
often  a  matter  of  vague  computation.  The  case  of  Ashby 
v.  Harrison,  1  Esp.  N.  P.  C.  49,  as  reported,  shews  this.  It 
is  a  case  of  special  damage,  yet  such  damages  are  laid  in 
general  terms.— Cro.  Jac.  499,  8  T.  R.  130,  1  Taunt.  39, 
11  Price  19.  Mr.  Starkie  says  (p.  180)  that  "whenever 
damage  arises  in  consequence  of  a  false  imputation,  wrong- 
fully published,  an  action  is  maintainable  on  the  ground  of 
such  specific  damage but  the  precise  nature  of  such  da- 
mage must  always  depend  upon  the  subject  matter.  And 
in  books  of  forms,  special  and  general  damages  will  fre- 
.  quently  be  found  blended  in  the  same  declaration.  In  the 
case  before  us,  the  substance  of  the  damages  as  laid  is,  that 
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divers  persons  who  were  about  going  in  plaintiff's  vessel, 
and  would  have  gone  in  her  a  certain  voyage,  were  deterred 
from  so  doing  by  reason  of  the  plaintiff's  slanders  on  three 
several  occasions,  whereby  plaintiff  was  deprived  of  the 
profits  which  would  otherwise  have  occurred  to  him.  Thus 
far  it  may  be  said  the  plaintiff  is  restricted  to  the  three 
specific  occasions  embraced  in  the  three  counts,  and  proba- 
bly to  one  voyage.  The  declaration,  however,  concludes 
by  alleging  generally,  "  that  the  plaintiff  hath  been  other- 
ivise  greatly  injured  and  damnified" — that  is,  by  means  of 
the  speaking  the  words  in  the  three  counts  mentioned. 
Then  can  the  plaintiff,  under  this  general  averment,  re- 
cover beyond  the  special  damage  previously  laid  to  enable 
him  to  do  so,  or  was  it  incumbent  upon  him  expressly  to 
have  declared  how  otherwise  he  had  been  greatly  damnified, 
as  that  divers  other  persons,  at  diveis  other  times,  were 
prevented  taking  passage,  &c.  A  course  which  I  think 
might  have  been  adopted  upon  the  authority  in  8  T.  R.  130  ; 
1  Saund.  234,  251.  The  latter,  at  least,  was,  I  think,  es- 
sential ;  and  it  forms  still  a  question  w^hether  that  would 
suffice.  My  own  impression  is,  that  it  would  be  specific 
enough,  considering  the  nature  of  the  subject  and  all  the 
circumstances  ;  but  being  omitted,  and  the  declaration  as 
concluded  sounding  only  in  vague,  uncertain  damage,  the 
nature  of  which  is  not  named,  I  apprehend  the  plaintiff 
could  not  go  beyond  the  special  damages  laid.  In  either 
case  such  damage  is  unliquidated,  and  the  verdict  may  not 
be  exceptionable  in  point  of  amount,  if  it  be  regarded  as  the 
finding  of  the  jury  restricted  to  such  special  damage,  but  I 
directed  them  to  comprehend  in  their  verdict  all  the  damage 
they  found  to  have  occurred  to  the  plaintiff  from  loss  of 
passengers  by  reason  of  the  defendant's  misconduct  during 
the  whole  course  of  the  slanders  in  evidence,  and  did  not 
instruct  them  to  confine  themselves  to  the  damage  arising 
from  the  w^ords  laid  upon  any  three  or  fewer  occasions  in 
which  they  were  uttered,  without  regard  to  their  repetition 
at  other  times,  or  to  other  consequential  damages  occasioned 
by  their  propagation.  If  the  latter  ought  to  have  been  done,, 
then  was  there  a  misdirection  in  a  material  point.  Had 
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the  direction  been  right  and  the  verdict  the  same  as  at  pre- 
sent, I  should  have  perhaps  been  unwilling,  after  what  I 
heard  at  the  trial,  to  have  disturbed  it  on  the  ground  of 
excess,  if  the  declaration  were  sufficient  in  law,  for  the 
number  of  persons  prejudiced  against  the  vessel  at  any  one 
time,  except  when  the  six  foreign  travellers  are  spoken  of, 
is  altogether  uncertain.  1  conceive,  however,  that  the 
plaintiff,  under  this  declaration,  is  limited  in  his  right  of 
recovery,  and  that  such  right  was  by  me  submitted  to  the 
jury  in  terms  more  comprehensive  than  the  nature  of  the 
pleadings  warrant.  I  question  whether  the  plaintiff  canre- 
cover  for  anything  more  than  the  loss  of  the  passengers  on 
ihe  certain  voyage,  of  which  only  specific  evidence  was 
adduced.  He  certainly,  I  think,  cannot  for  more  than  three 
voyages,  and  the  three  counts  seem  to  relate  to  one  only, 
though  they  may  be  extended  to  three  distinct  acts  of  slan- 
der, published  before  three  separate  numbers  of  travellers, 
who  had  intended  going  such  voyage  ;  and  it  Would  still 
remain  a  further  question,  whether  the  plaintiff  should  not 
have  named  the  persons  whose  patronage  he  lost,  and  have 
specified  the  voyage  more  particularly,  as  he  points  to  one 
or  more  specific  occasions  of  speaking,  and  to  one  or  more 
specific  voyages.  Without  expressing  any  opinion  upon 
the  latter  points,  I  think  the  present  verdict  should  at  all 
events  be  set  aside,  and  without  costs. 

3  Esp.  134 ;  2  B.  &  P.  289  ;  3  B.  &  P.  372  ;  1  Esp.  4a  ^ 
Bull.  N.  P.  6,  7;  2  Burr.  772;  4  Burr.  2124;  Str.  566  ; 
Cro.  Car.  499  ;  8  T.  R.  130,  459  ;  1  Taunt.  39  ;  1  Sten.  172, 
(2)  ;  2  Saund.  44;  7  T.  R.  253;  1  Price,  109  ;  2  Ch.  Pis. 
628,  38;  Ld,  Rayd.  831;  1  Lev.  140  ;  1  Roll's  Abt.  58; 
W.  Jon.  196. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute. 


Doe  ex  dem.  Samson  v.  Parker. 

Where,  in  ejectment  by  a  mortgagee,  the  tenant  claimed  possession  under  a  lease 
from  the  mortgagor,  and  refused  to  attorn  to  the  mortgagee  (who  demanded 
possession),  and  shewed  no  lease  nor  any  certain  holding :  Held,  that  he  was 
not  entitled  to  notice  to  quit. 

This  was  an  ejectment  for  the  recovery  of  lands  in 
Belleville,  in  which  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiff, 
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subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  court  as  to  whether  defendant 
was  entitled  to  notice  to  quit.  The  lessor  of  plaintiff,  it 
appeared,  was  mortgagee  of  the  premises  in  question,  and, 
after  the  mortgage  was  forfeited,  brought  this  action  against 
the  tenant  in  possession,  laying  his  demise  at  a  period 
when,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  mortgage,  he  was 
entitled  to  possession.  The  defendant  objected  to  his 
recovery,  because  he  had  given  no  notice  to  quit,  which  he 
contended  he  was  bound  to  do,  because  he  (the  defendant) 
went  into  possession  under  the  mortgagor  (one  Murchison) 
before  the  mortgage  was  made.  This  point  was  argued  in 
the  last  term  upon  a  rule  nisi,  by  Samson  for  plaintiff,  and 
Washhurn  for  defendant ;  and  having  stood  over,  the  court 
this  day  delivered  their  judgment,  as  follows  : — 

Robinson,  C.  J. — Upon  the  evidence  given  at  the  trial,  I 
thought  in  this  case  no  notice  to  quit  was  necessary  ;  for  it 
appeared  that  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  before  bringing  his 
action,  had  called  upon  the  defendant  to  give  up  possession^ 
but  that  the  defendant  refused,  adding  that  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff's  right,  and  would  not  recognise 
him  as  his  landlord ;  that  he  had  taken  the  premises  of  the 
mortgagor  at  20Z.  a-year ;  that  the  mortgagor  owed  him  a 
large  debt,  and  that  he  would  keep  possession  of  the  place 
till  he  was  paid.  The  defendant,  however,  has  produced 
no  lease,  nor  proved  any  certain  term  granted  to  him  by 
Murchison,  nor  shewn  any  right  to  maintain  possession  in 
consequence  of  an  agreement  made  prior  to  the  mortgage 
and  since  he  has  chosen  to  decline  attorning  to  the  mort- 
gagee, and,  on  the  contrary,  holds  adversely,  setting  him  at 
defiance,  but  shewing  no  right  to  do  so,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  he  was  not  entitled  to  notice  to  quit,  and  that  the 
verdict  was  proper. — B.  N.  P.  96  ;  Peake,  N.  P.  C.  196  ;  4 
Bingham,  557. 

Macaulay,  J. — It  appears  to  me  the  defendant  refused 
to  attorn  to  or  acknowledge  the  plaintiff  as  a  landlord,  or  to- 
surrender  to  him  the  possession  of  the  premises,  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  a  lien  thereon  for  a  debt  due  to  him  by 
the  mortgagor,  from  whom  he  received  possession  originally.. 
But  he  failed  to  prove  any  right  to  hold  at  a  certain  annual 
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renj;,  to  be  paid  by  the  liquidation  of  his  demand,  as 
alleged.  No  assent  of  or  agreement  with  the  mortgagor 
to  this  effect  was  shewn,  nor  was  there  any  proof  of  a 
continuing  right  of  possession  at  the  date  of  the  demise 
under  any  terms  entered  into  with  the  mortgagor  before  the 
mortgage  to  the  plaintiff's  lessor.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, connected  with  the  refusal  to  recognize  the  para- 
mount right  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  I  do  not  see  that  a 
demand  of  possession  or  notice  to  quit  was  required  before 
ejectment  brought.  The  defendant  did  not  hold  under  the 
plaintiff — he  refused  to  admit  his  right  to  the  possession, 
claiming  it  himself  under  a  previous  arrangement  with  the 
•mortgagor.  Yet  no  arrangement  authorizing  such  holding 
was  proved — consequently  no  right  was  in  evidence  beyond 
the  naked  fact  that  the  defendant  received  the  possession  of 
the  mortgagor  before  mortgage  to  the  plaintiff's  lessor,  upon 
terms  (as  expressed)  which  did  not  warrant  the  holding 
over.  Indeed,  it  would  rather  seem  that  the  defendant, 
having  acquired  the  possession  without  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  his  alleged  demand,  afterwards  sought  to  convert 
it  into  a  lien,  and  asserted  an  intention  to  hold  upon  a 
ground  apart  from  the  terms  upon  which  he  originally  en- 
tered, by  which  act  he  would  forfeit  all  right  to  a  notice  or 
demand  of  possession  even  as  between  himself  and  the 
mortgagor.  There  is  no  rule  of  law  by  which  a  tenant  for 
a  year  can  assert  a  lien  upon  the  estate  for  a  simple  contract 
debt,  and  claim  to  hold  over  in  order  to  pay  himself  out  of 
the  profits,  unless  sanctioned  by  his  landlord  ;  and  such 
sanction  being  wanting  in  the  present  case,  leaves  the 
defendant  unsustained  by  any  valid  defence  against  this 
action. 

Per  Cur, — Rule  discharged. 
Eastwood  &  Skinner  v.  Helliwell, 

Where  the  plaintiffs,  who  had  built  mills  on  a  streann,  by  indenture  granted  a 
license  to  the  defendant  to  make  a  race-way  over  their  lands,  for  a  mill  to  be 
built  by  the  defendant  further  down  the  stream,  provided  that  the  water  was 
not  thrown  back  thereby,  nor  any  injury  nor  damage  occasioned  to  the  plain- 
tiff's mills,  and  after  the  defendant's  mill  was  built,  by  an  acccumulation  of 
ice  on  the  by-wash,  the  water  was  forced  back  on  the  plaintiff's  mills  :  Held, 
that  the  plaintiffs  might  maintain  an  action  for  such  injury,  and  that  case,  and 
not  covenant  oa  the  indenture,  was  the  proper  form  of  remedy. 
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This  was  an  action  on  the  case  for  backing  water  upon 
plaintiffs'  mill,  and  was  tried  at  the  last  assizes  for  the 
Home  district,  when  a  verdict  was  taken  for  the  plaintiffs, 
subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  court  on  several  points  reserved 
at  the  trial,  and  generally  whether  the  action  was  at  all 
sustainable  under  the  evidence  given.  The  declaration 
contained  two  counts.  The  first  count  stated  that,  before 
and  at  time  of  the  grievances  complained  of,  the  plaintiffs 
possessed  a  paper  mill,  and  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  certain 
stream  or  water  course,  which  ought  and  until,  &c.,  did 
run  and  flow  from  the  river  Don  above  said  mill  to  the  mill, 
and  thence  to  the  said  Don  below  said  mill,  without  being 
flowed  back  or  dammed  back  upon  the  said  mill  or  the 
wheels  or  apron  thereof ;  well  knowing  and  unjustly  in- 
tending, &c.,on  the  21st  December,  1829,  and  divers  days 
and  times  in  the  winter  season,  between  that  day  and  the 
commencement  of  this  suit,  by  and  with  a  certain  dam  and 
waste  gate,  wrongfully  and  injuriously  did,  by  turns, 
flow  back  and  draw  off  the  water  of  the  said  water  course, 
and  thereby  cause  great  quantities  of  ice  to  accumulate  on 
and  about  the  said  by-wash  and  in  the  said  water  course, 
thereby  greatly  obstructing  the  same  ;  by  means  of  which 
said  dam  and  waste  gate  and  ice  the  water  was  wrongfully 
and  injustly  dammed  back  and  flowed  back  by  defendant 
upon  plaintiffs'  mill,  and  the  water  wheel  and  apron  thereof, 
and  the  water  stopped  from  running  in  its  usual  course,  &c. 
The  second  count  stated  that  plaintiffs  were  possessed  of 
another  paper-mill,  and  had  enjoyed  and  ought  to  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  a  certain  stream  or  w^atercourse,  which  had  run 
and  flowed  and  ought  to  run  and  flow  from  the  Don  above 
the  plaintiff's  mill,  to  the  mill  and  into  the  Don  below  it,  to 
supply  such  mill  with  water,  without  being  flowed  back  or 
dammed  back  upon  the  said  mill,  or  the  wheels  or  apron 
thereof;  yet  that  defendant,  wrongfully  intending,  &c.,  at 
divers  times  wrongfully  dammed  back  and  flowed  back 
divers  large  quantities  of  the  water  of  the  said  last- 
mentioned  stream  or  water-course  upon  the  water-wheel  of 
the  said  mill,  and  hindered  and  prevented  divers  large 
quantities  of  water  from  flowing  from  the  plaintiffs'  mill 
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along  its  usual  course,  and  thereby  greatly  obstructed  the 
said  mill.  The  plaintiffs  then,  in  a  general  conclusion, 
claimed  damages  to  the  amount  of  500/.  The  defendant 
pleaded  the  general  issue  ;  and  at  the  trial  it  appeared  in 
evidence  that  by  deed  indented,  the  plaintiffs,  in  1827,  for 
a  pecuniary  consideration,  granted  to  the  defendant  and  one 
John  Helliwell,  "  the  right,  license  and  permission  to  cut  a 
Tace-way,  to  be  made  and  kept  not  above  ten  feet  wide, 
provided  with  flood-gates  at  the  head,  and  also  a  dam 
across  the  river  to  secure  the  water  in  the  said  race-way,  to 
be  made  no  higher  than  is  necessary  to  turn  the  water  into 
the  said  race-way,  which  is  to  lead  from  and  out  of  the 
river  Don  to  the  present  race-way  of  the  said  Eastwood  and 
Skinner,  below  the  grist-mill  of  the  said  Eastwood  and 
Skinner,  and  from  the  said  race-way  of  them  the  said 
Eastwood  and  Skinner  into  the  land  and  premises  of  the 
said  Thomas  Helliwell,  as  marked  out  in  the  plan  hereto 
annexed,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  such  water  as  may 
fbe  necessary  for  mills  and  other  machinery  erected  or  to  be 
erected  on  the  land  of  the  said  Thomas  Helliwell  and  John 
Helliwell,  with  full  power,  license  and  permission  for  them 
the  said  Thomas  Helliwell  and  John  Helliwell,  their  heirs, 
&c.,  to  enter  and  continue  on  the  premises  of  the  said 
Eastwood  and  Skinner,  for  the  purpose  of  making  or  con- 
structing the  said  raceway,  when  and  so  soon  as  they  may 
think  proper,  and  also  from  time  to  time,  &c.,  to  have 
ingress,  egress,  &c. ;  provided,  &c.,  that  the  license  and 
permission  so  hereby  granted  to  lead  off  the  water  from  the 
raceway  of  the  said  Eastwood  and  Skinner,  through  a  race- 
way to  be  made  by  the  said  Thomas  and  John  Helliwell, 
^hall  be  and  is  hereby  limited  in  such  manner  as  that  the 
;apron  of  the  present  grist-mill  of  the  said  Eastwood  and 
Skinner,  according  to  its  present  level,  shall  form  the  top 
■level  of  the  privilege  of  water  so  intended  to  be  granted  to 
the  said  Thomas  Helliwell  and  John  Helliwell ;  to  insure 
which  a  by-wash  shall  be  made  by  the  said  Thomas 
Helliwell  and  John  Helliwell  in  the  old  tail-race  of  the  said 
Eastwood  and  Skinner,  level  with  the  apron  of  their  grist- 
mill and  paper-mill,  thirty  feet  wide  ;  and  that  the  bottom 
level  of  the  said  race-way  shall  be  where  the  line  between 
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lt>ts  numbers  twelve  and  thirteen  crosses  the  river  Don,  so 
lhat  it  shall  embrace  the  fall  from  the  apron  to  the  said  line; 
and  the  said  race-way,  so  to  be  cut  as  aforesaid,  shall  in  no 
wise  occasion  injury  or  inconvenience  to  the  mills  of  them 
the  said  Eastwood  and  Skinner,  now  in  operation,  by 
throwing  back  the  water  on  their  water-wheel  or  apron  at 
any  time  whatsoever." 

It  was  proved  that  defendant  dug  a  race-way  accordingly 
and  laid  down  the  by-wash  as  prescribed,  and  erected  mills 
of  his  own  below  that  of  the  plaintiffs  ;  that  afterwards  the 
plaintiffs'  mill  was  often  stopped  in  the  winter,  the  water 
being  backed  sometimes  to  the  height  of  twenty-eight  inches 
on  plaintiflfs'  wheel,  by  formation  of  ice  on  and  below  the 
by-wash,  occasioned  by  the  defendant's  opening  and  shutting 
his  gates  alternately  in  severely  cold  weather,  such  as  pre- 
venting the  escape  of  the  waste  water  from  the  foot  of  the 
plaintiffs'  tail  race  through  their  race-way  into  the  Don,  and 
turning  it  back  upon  their  water  wheel,  the  defendant's 
waste  gate  being  higher  than  the  foot  of  the  plaintifls'  apron, 
preventing  the  passage  of  the  water  past  his  milL  It  was 
asserted  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  that  if  the  defendant's 
waste  gate  was  not  higher  than  the  plaintiffs'  apron,  the 
water  would  not  be  thrown  back  ;  that  if  the  waste  gates 
of  defendant  were  not  higher  than  the  apron  of  plaintiffs, 
the  water  would  escape  over  them,  rather  than  back  upon 
plaintiffs'  mill,  although  obstructed  at  the  by-wash  ;  that  the 
water  could  not  be  backed  upon  the  plaintiffs  if  the  waste 
gate  of  defendant  as  well  as  the  by-wash  were  not  higher 
than  the  foot  of  plaintiffs'  apron  ;  if  the  gates  were  not 
higher  the  water  would  flow  down  so  as  not  to  obstruct  the 
plaintiffs;  that  any  water  flowing  over  defendant's  gate 
would  run  into  his  race  and  into  the  Don  below  ;  that  if 
defendant's  gate  was  not  higher  than  the  by-wash,  the 
water  would  always  pass  over  such  gate  when  higher  than 
the  level  of  the  by-wash,  and  that  whether  the  rhills  were 
going  or  not.  It  appeared  further,  that  the  raising  and 
shutting  of  defendant's  gates  in  winter  were  necessary  and 
proper  operations  to  enable  him  to  work  his  mill,  and  that 
the  same  had  not  been  opened  and  shut  vexatiously  in  order 
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to  promote  the  accumulation  of  ice  at  the  by-wash,  but 
such  formation  of  ice  attended  the  ordinary  bona  fide  en- 
joyment of  the  water  by  defendant ;  that  before  the  grant  of 
this  easement  to  the  defendants,  the  plaintiffs  had  more  or 
less  trouble  in  the  winter  season  from  the  ice,  and  had 
occasionally  to  cut  it  awgv,  but  that  the  evii  was  much 
increased  since  the  erection  of  the  defendant's  works,  so 
much  so  that  the  mill  is  now  stopped  a  month  or  two  in 
the  course  of  the  year.  It  was  not  seriously  disputed  but 
that  the  by-wa^h  was  placed  conformably  with  the  inden- 
ture in  that  behalf,  and  it  was  represented  that  in  summer 
it  admitted  the  escape  of  the  water  with  sufficient  freedom,, 
so  that  defendant's  gates  at  such  season  caused  no  impedi- 
ment or  injury  to  plaintiffs,  but  that  the  by-wash  did,  owing 
to  the  ice  in  inclement  weather  with  severe  frost;  that 
defendant  could  not  use  his  mill  without  leading  to  the 
formation  of  ice,  which  could  not  be  effectually  cleared 
away  or  removed,  as  it  formed  in  the  race  betow  the  by- 
wash,  so  as  to  obstruct  the  exit  of  any  water  passing  over 
it ;  and  that,  even  could  the  ice  be  prevented  at  the  by-washy 
it  would  freeze  where  the  escape  race  enters  the  Don 
below.  It  also  appeared,  that  since  the  indenture  of  1827, 
the  plaintiffs  had  renewed  their  works,  but  it  was  not  es- 
tablished that  the  wheel  was  set  any  lower,  or,  at  least,  in 
any  sufficient  degree  to  cause  a  perceptible  difference  in 
the  effect  of  backwater ;  and  on  the  defence,  the  obstruction 
from  ice  previously  experienced  by  the  plaintiffs  was  further 
proved,  and  that  the  ice  at  and  below  the  by-wash  (not 
supposed  to  be  contemplated  at  the  time  the  agreement 
was  entered  into)  was  the  sole  cause  of  the  back-water 
complained  of  in  winter.  A  nonsuit  was  moved  for  on 
several  grounds :  First,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
proof  that  the  defendant  had  raised  the  water  higher  than 
expressly  authorised  by  the  indenture  ;  secondly,  that  there 
being  no  stipulation  in  the  indenture  touching  the  gate,  its 
terms  are  complied  with  so  long  as  the  wash  does  not 
exceed  the  limits  therein  prescribed  ;  and  thirdly,  that  the 
defendant  is  not  so  far  restricted  or  limited  in  the  grant,  as 
that  no  damage  should  accrue  to  the  plaintiffs  from  the 
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elements,  although  indirectly  accruing  from  the  defendant's 
enjoyment  of  the  easement  according  to  the  expressed 
restrictions  of  the  grant ;  fourthly,  that  the  grant  of  the 
privilege,  being  the  plaintiffs'  own  grant,  should  be 
continued  most  strictly  against  themselves ;  fifthly,  that  the 
action  should  have  been  in  covenant,  and  not  case,  or  a 
special  action  on  the  case,  setting  forth  the  grant  and  excess 
complained  of,  and  not  a  general  action  on  the  case  in  the 
form  adopted.  These  points  were  reserved  at  the  trial, 
and  the  Chief  Justice  recommended  \he  jury  to  find  such 
damages  for  the  plaintiffs  as  they  deemed  just,  subject  to 
the  opinion  of  the  court  thereon,  with  liberty  to  enter  a  non- 
suit should  the  court  be  in  favour  of  the  exceptions.  The 
jury  having  found  for  the  plaintiffs  lOOZ.  damages,  Draper^ 
for  the  defendant,  moved  last  term  to  set  aside  the  verdict 
and  enter  a  nonsuit  on  the  objections  taken  at  the  trial. 

Robinson,  C.  J.,  declined  giving  any  opinion,  having 
when  at  the  bar  drawn  the  agreement. 

Sherwood,  J. — It  is  unnecessary,  in  my  opinion,  to 
remark  upon  any  one  of  these  objections  separately,  with 
the  exception  of  the  last ;  because  the  whole  case  was 
ultimately  reserved,  in  general  terms,  for  the  determination 
of  this  court,  on  the  entire  evidence,  considered  relatively 
to  the  legal  construction  of  the  agreement  itself;  and  there- 
fore the  first  four  objections  may  be  embraced  in  general 
observations  on  the  question,  whether  the  action  be  sustain- 
able. The  last  objection,  however,  goes  to  the  form  of  the 
action,  and  demands  a  particular  enquiry  ;  because  if  it 
were  valid,  there  would  be  an  end  of  the  case  at  once,  and 
further  enquiry  would  be  useless.  I  incline  at  present  t» 
think  the  last  objection  cannot  be  supported,  and  that  the 
declaration  is  good.  The  evidence  clearly  shows  that  the 
plaintiffs  first  occupied  the  stream  of  water  which  flows  down 
their  race-way  and  through  their  land  by  erecting  mills 
upon  it  long  before  the  defendant  and  his  brother  built  their 
mills  or  became  the  owners  of  the  land  below,  and  therefore 
the  plaintiffs,  as  the  prior  occupants  and  owners  of  the  land, 
had  a  right  to  a  free  use  of  the  water.  This  doctrine  is 
advanced  in  LuthePs  case,  4  Coke  87,  and  again  in  2  Blk's. 
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Com.  406,  where  it  is  said,  "  If  a  stream  be  unoccupied,  1 
may  erect  a  mill  thereon  and  detain  the  water ;  yet  not  so 
as  to  injure  my  neighbor's  prior  mill,  or  his  meadow  ;  for  he 
hath,  by  the  first  occupancy,  acquired  a  property  in  the  cur- 
rent." This  legal  position  is  "also  recognized  in  Beady 
V.  Shaw  &  others,  6  East  208,  in  Saunders  v.  Newman? 

1  B.  &  A.  258,  and  in  Liggins  v.  Inge  and  another,  7 
Bing.  682,  as  well  as  in  many  other  reported  cases.  As 
the  plaintiffs  shew  a  prior  occupancy  of  the  water  flowing 
through  their  own  lands,  and  an  obstruction  in  its  course 
below  their  mill  by  the  act  of  the  defend ant/which  undoubt- 
edly works  an  injury  to  them,  they  establish,  in  my  opinion, 
a  prima  facie  case  of  right  on  their  part,  and  a  misfeazance 
by  the  defendant  sufficient  to  support  this  action,  unless  the 
defendant  can  show  some  legal  justification  of  his  act 
founded  on  the  agreement  already  mentioned,  or  some  solid 
objection  in  law  to  the  form  of  the  action.    To  effect  the 
latter,  he  produces  the  written  instrument,  and  insists  that 
no  action  on  the  case  lies  after  a  contract  has  been  entered 
into  between  the  parties  respecting  the  subject-matter  of 
the  suit,  in  case  the  contract  was  made  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action.     If  any  action  lies  under  such 
circumstances,  it  must  be  upon  the  contract.    I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  whether  an  action  for  flowing  back  the 
water  would  lie  on  the  agreement  or  not ;  but  assuming 
that  such  an  action  might  be  brought,  still  I  think  the  party 
injured  has  his  election  to  bring  an  action  for  the  tort,  if  it 
should  seem  advisable.    The  cases  of  Clifton  v.  Dickson, 

2  Wil.  310,  and  Stuart  v.  Gordon,  2  Wm.  Blk.  848,  appear 
to  me  to  be  in  point.  I  consider,  therefore,  that  the  plain- 
tiffs have  adopted  a  correct  form  of  action  in  this  instance  ; 
and  it  remains  to  be  ascertained  whether  the  present  suit  is 
legally  sustained  by  the  evidence.  This  must  depend  upon 
the  proper  construction  of  the  agreement. 

It  appears  that  the  plaintiffs,  some  years  before  1827,  had 
turned  a  part  of  the  water  of  the  river  Don  from  its  natural 
course  down  a  race-way  opened  on  their  own  lands,  and 
upon  this  race-way  had  erected  several  mills ;  and  in  that 
year,  the  defendant  and  his  brother,  wishing  to  form  a  site 
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for  mills  in  the  same  manner,  purchased  from  the  plaintiffs 
a  small  parcel  of  land  lower  down  the  river,  together  with 
the  right  of  building  a  dam  across  the  river  and  forming  a  • 
race-way  to  conduct  the  water  from  the  stream  to  their  own 
premises  through  the  adjoining  lands  of  the  plaintiffs.  This 
right  to  erect  the  dam  and  form  the  race-way,  as  expressed 
in  the  deed  itself,  was  "for  the  purpose  of  conveying  such 
water  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  mills  and  other  machin- 
ery erected  or  to  be  erected  on  the  lands  of  the  said  Thomas 
and  John  Helliwell."    If  the  agreement  stopped  here,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  the  plaintiffs  would  fail  in  their  action ; 
but  a  proviso  is  afterwards  added  which  qualifies  the  unre- 
stricted right,  and  reduces  the  whole  matter  to  one  point — 
namely,  whether  the  defendant  has  exceeded  the  license  or 
privilege  granted  to  him  and  his  brother  by  the  clause  of 
the  agreement  last  mentioned,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
limitation  of  the  right  or  permission  expressed  in  the  pro- 
viso.    The  w^ords  of  limitation  are  these  : — "  Provided 
nevertheless,  that  the  license  and  permission  so  hereby 
granted  to  lead  off  the  w^ater  from  the  race-way  of  the  said 
John  Eastwood  and  Colin  Skinner  through  a  race-way  to 
be  made  by  the  said  Thomas  Helliwell  and  John  Helliwell, 
shall  be  and  is  hereby  limited  in  such  manner  as  that  the 
apron  of  the  present  grist  mill  and  paper  mill  of  the  said 
John  Eastwood  and  Colin  Skinner,  according  to  its  present 
level,  shall  form  the  top  level  of  the  privilege  of  water  so 
intended  to  be  granted  to  the  said  Thomas  Helliwell  and 
John  Helliwell."     This  limitation  undoubtedly  restrains 
the  defendant  from  raising  the  water  higher  than  the  level 
of  the  apron  of  the  grist  mill  and  paper  mill ;  but  if  he 
use  it  within  such  bounds  and  damage  accrue  to  the  plain- 
tiffs, I  think  no  action  would  lie  for  its  recovery.    So  long 
as  the  water  remains  at  or  below  the  prescribed  level,  the 
defendant  can  detain  it  in  his  race-way,  allow  it  to  escape, 
or  force  it  back  into  the  race-way  of  the  plaintiffs  by  means 
of  his  dam  below.    I  think,  on  the  other  hand,  he  can  have 
no  legal  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  exempted  from  con- 
tingent damages,  in  case  he  raises  it  above  the  stated  level, 
unless  the  clause  immediately  succeeding  the  one  last  cited 
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should  be  found  to  confer  it.  It  appears  by  the  deed  to  have 
been  the  express  intention  of  the  parties  that  the  apron  of 
the  grist  mill  and  paper  mill  should  form  the  highest  level 
of  the  Vv^ater  which  the  defendant  had  permission  of  the 
plaintiffs  to  nse  as  stated  in  the  agreement.  The  next  pro- 
vision is  as  follows  : — "  to  insure  which  a  by-wash  shall  be 
made  by  the  said  Thomas  Helliwell  in  the  tail-race  of  the 
said  John  Eastwood  and  Colin  Skinner,  level  with  the  apron 
of  their  grist  mill  and  paper  mill,  and  thirty  feet  wide." 
Now  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  by-wash  made  by  the 
defendaut  and  his  brother  in  the  race-way  of  the  plaintiffs, 
was  precisely  conformable  to  the  provisions  of  the  agree- 
ment in  all  respects,  because  there  was  no  allegation  to  the 
contrary  either  by  the  plaintiffs  themselves  or  by  the  wit- 
nesses examined  at  the  trial.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
in  order  to  keep  the  defendant's  mills  in  operation,  it  was 
necessary,  at  times,  to  allow  the  water  to  flow  out  of  their 
race-way,  and,  at  other  times  to  detain  it  there,  or  to  force 
it  back  into  the  race-way  of  the  plaintiffs.  The  effect  of  this 
continued  alteration  in  the  use  of  the  water  during  the 
winter  was  to  occasion  the  formation  of  ice  on  the  by-wash, 
and  which  of  course  prevented  the  passage  of  the  water 
over  it  to  a  certain  extent.  Now  the  defendant  insists  that 
the  written  agreement  is  substantially  complied  with,  and 
that  no  action  will  lie  for  the  recovery  of  damages  sustained 
by  the  plaintiffs,  so  long  as  the  top  of  the  by-wash  is  no 
his/her  than  the  level  stated  in  the  deed.  The  ice  on  the 
top  of  the  by-wash  he  very  properly  considers  as  no  part  of 
it,  but  he  at  the  same  time  seems  to  think  it  is  the  cause  of 
the  flowing  back  of  the  water  from  the  by-wash  to  the 
plaintiffs'  mill.  The  accumulation  of  that  ice  is  the  effect  of 
natural  causes,  over  which  he  can  have  no  control,  and 
respecting  which  he  made  no  covenant ;  and  he  contends, 
therefore,  that  he  cannot  in  justice  be  made  accountable  for 
the  consequences.  This  argument,  however,  does  not 
appear  to  me  satisfactory,  under  the  facts  of  the  case.  The 
written  agreement  clearly  proves  that  the  plaintiffs  permit- 
ted the  defendant  and  his  brother  to  erect  a  dam  or  by-wash 
in  the  plaintiffs'  race-way,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
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arresting  the  coarse  of  the  watei*  in  that  direction,  and  of 
turning  it  down  the  race-way  of  the  defendant,  in  order  to 
form  a  mill-site  for  hira  farther  down.  This  advantage  the 
defendant  took  upon  a  proviso  that  he  would  use  the  water 
without  injury  to  the  plaintiffs — or,  in  other  words,  so  long 
as  it  did  not  rise  above  the  apron  of  the  plaintiffs'  mill, 
which  was  situated  further  up  the  stream.  To  insure  this, 
the  by-wash  was  formed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  allow  the 
water  to  pass  over  it,  if  it  rose  above  the  prescribed  level ; 
and  both  parties,  as  appears  by  the  evidence,  most  probably 
supposed  that  all  the  surplus  water — that  is,  the  water  above 
the  stipulated  level — which  might  be  forced  back  by  the 
dam  of  the  defendant,  would  retrograde  no  further  towards 
the  plaintiffs'  mill  than  the  point  where  the  two  race-ways 
intersected  each  other,  and  would  there  make  its  exit  down 
the  plaintiffs'  race-way  and  over  the  by-wash  into  the  Don. 
They  were  partially  disappointed,  however,  in  this  expec- 
tation ;  for  notwithstanding  the  redundant  water  goes  over 
the  by-wash  for  three  seasons  in  the  year,  it  is  obstructed 
in  the  winter  by  the  ice,  and  in  consequence  of  that  impe- 
diment continues  its  backward  course  quite  to  the  plaintiffs' 
mill.  There  is  no  doubt  that  all  the  water  which  flows  to 
the  defendant's  mill,  comes  down  through  the  plaintiffs^ 
race-way  ;  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  the  water  would  not 
return  to  the  race-way  and  the  mill  of  the  plaintiffs,  if  the 
defendant's  dam  were  not  so  high  as  to  raise  it  above  the 
level  of  the  plaintiffs'  water-wheel.  Two  of  the  plaintiffs' 
witnesses  were  of  this  opinion ;  but  independently  of  their 
testimony,  I  think  the  proposition  self-evident,  because  the 
fluidity  of  the  water  naturally  conducts  it  from  a  higher  to 
a  lower  situation.  It  is  fully  proved  that  the  water  receded 
from  the  defendant's  dam,  and  overflowed  the  plaintiffs'^ 
mill-wheel.  I  am  quite  satisfied,  therefore,  that  the  dam  of 
the  defendant  is  the  cause  of  raising  and  forcing  back  the 
water  above  the  level  stated  in  the  agreement.  No  ice 
would  be  formed  on  the  top  of  the  by-wash  sufficient  to 
occasion  damage,  if  the  water  was  not  raised  above  its 
proper  level  by  the  defendant's  dam. 

I  cannot  agree  with  the  defendant's  counsel  in  thinknig: 
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that  the  indenture  made  between  these  parties,  and  which 
contains  the  agreement  respecting  the  easement  or  right  to 
the  use  of  the  water  in  a  certain  mode,  should  necessarily 
be  construed  most  strictly  against  the  grantors.  Lord  Coke, 
in  Inst.  42  a,  183  a,  and  273  B.,  does  certainly  state  a  maxim 
of  law  which,  considered  alone,  would  sustain  the  legal 
position  advanced  by  the  defendant ;  but  there  are  authori- 
ties the  other  way  even  of  that  time— such  as  Owen  251, 
Leon  246,  and  subsequently  8  Mod.  312,  which  make  a 
distinction  between  an  indenture  and  a  deed  poll.  The 
words  of  an  indenture  granted  by  both  parties  are  to  be 
considered  the  words  of  both,  but  in  a  deed  poll  they  are 
the  words  of  the  grantor  alone,  and  for  that  reason  are  some- 
times construed  most  forcibly  against  himself.  The  general 
mode  of  construction,  however,  is  this — that  it  be  as  near 
the  minds  and  apparent  intents  of  the  parties  as  the  rules  of 
law  will  admit."  Now  I  am  of  opinion,  from  the  nature 
and  whole  scope  of  the  agreement,  that  the  plaintiffs  never 
intended  to  grant  to  the  defendant  the  right  to  raise  the 
water,  or  make  use  of  it  above  the  prescribed  level,  be- 
cause if  they  did  so  it  is  quite  evident  they  would  confer 
upon  him  a  right  to  stop  the  operations  of  their  own  mills 
at  his  pleasure,  which  would  be  contrary  to  all  probability, 
and  against  the  spirit  of  the  agreement  itself.  The  lan- 
guage of  that  part  of  the  contract  which  mentions  the 
by-wash,  if  considered  alone,  might  raise  a  doubt  whether 
the'grantors  were  not  willing  to  incur  all  risk  with  respect 
to  any  injury  which  might  accrue  to  their  mills,  provided 
the  grantees  did  make  the  by-wash  in  the  mode  therein 
prescribed ;  but  when  it  is  read  and  compared  with  the 
preceding  and  the  subsequent  parts  of  the  instrument,  all 
doubt  on  the  subject  seems  to  be  removed.  The  grantors 
intended,  in  my  opinion,  to  give  the  grantees  permission  to 
make  a  by-wash  in  such  a  manner,  as  that  all  water  thrown 
back  by  the  defendant's  dam  would  make  its  escape  in  that 
direction,  and  of  consequence  would  never  impede  the 
working  of  their  own  mills  ;  but  I  do  not  think  they  intended 
to  take  upon  themselves  any  part  o/  the  responsibility  as 
regards  the  sufficiency  of  the  by-wash  in  that  respect.  The 


EASTWOOD  AND  SKINNER  V.  HELLIWELL. 


49 


very  last  clause  in  the  agreement  is  altogether  against  the 
contrary  opinion  : — "  And  that  the  said  race-way,  so  to  be 
cut  as  aforesaid,  shall  in  no  wise  occasion  injury  or  incon- 
venience to  the  mills  of  them  the  said  John  Eastwood  and 
Colin  Skinner,  now  in  operation,  by  throwing  back  the 
water  on  their  water-wheel  or  apron,  at  any  time  whatso- 
ever." The  ice  on  the  top  of  the  by-wash  is  formed  in 
consequence  of  raising  the  water  above  the  level  agreed 
upon  by  the  parties,  and  of  the  draining,  it  off  during  the 
prevalence  of  severe  frost.  The  dam  of  the  defendant 
causes  the  rise  of  the  water  above  the  top  of  the  by-wash, 
and  the  opening  of  the  flood-gates  causes  its  fall  below  that 
level ;  so  that  the  plaintiffs  are  ultimately  damaged  in  con- 
sequence of  the  act  of  the  defendant  having  its  inevitable 
and  natural  effect  on  a  body  of  water  situated  as  the  one  in 
question  is  during  the  winter  season. 

As  the  plaintiffs,  in  my  opinion,  gave  no  express  or 
implied  consent,  by  the  agreement,  to  the  raising  of  the 
water  by  the  defendant  so  high  as  he  did,  I  think  this  action 
is  sustainable  upon  the  same  principle  that  it  would  have 
been  if  no  agreement  had  been  made — which  is,  that  where 
one  man  has  lawfully  occupied  a  mill-site,  and  afterwards 
another  man  erects  a  dam  below,  whereby  the  water  is 
forced  back,  to  the  injury  of  the  first  occupant,  the  owner  of 
the  dam  below  is  answerable  for  all  damages.  I  therefore 
think  the  postea  should  be  given  to  the  plaintiffs. 

Macaulay,  J. — It  seems  in  order  to  dispose  of  the  last 
objection  in  the  first  instance  ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
action  is  properly  in  case,  and  could  not  have  been  con- 
ceived in  covenant.  There  is  no  express  covenant  on  the 
defendant's  part  to  do  anything,  but  a  license  is  granted 
him  by  the  plaintiffs  to  enjoy  a  certain  easement,  restricted 
in  its  nature  and  extent.  It  might  be  implied  that  he  cove- 
nanted to  lay  down  a  by-wash  of  certain  dimensions ;  and 
if  so,  it  has  been  done.  1  am  not  prepared  to  say  it  can  be 
held  to  form  a  constructive  covenant  of  the  defendant,  that 
what  he  was  allowed  to  do  should  not  occasion  back 
water,  or  that  he  would  not  exceed  or  transgress  the  privi- 
lege or  license  granted  to  him  by  the  plaintiffs.   So  long  as 
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he  keeps  within  the  license,  it  protects  him  an(3  affords  a 
good  defence  in  case  under  the  general  issue,  but  it  cannot 
do  so  in  the  event  of  an  excess  being  proved  ;  and  as  1 
understand  the  present  case,  the  plaintifl's  complain  of  an 
excess- — of  something  done  or  continued  by  the  defendant, 
not  sanctioned  by,  but  exceeding  or  repugnant  to,  the 
qualified  license  or  easement  granted  and  allowed.  It  is 
for  an  injury  not  covered  by  the  license  that  the  plaintiffs 
complain,  and  I  think  properly  in  this  case.  It  forms  mat- 
ter of  defence  for  the  defendant  to  shew  that  such  license 
protects  him.  It  was  not  contended  that  if  case  be  sustain- 
able, the  declaration  was  not  sufficient ;  but  at  first  I  felt 
some  doubt  on  that  point.  I  am,  upon  consideration,  dis- 
posed to  think,  however,  that  the  declaration  is  so  shaped 
as  to  meet  the  evidence,  although  it  might  have  been  more 
specially  framed,  with  a  recital  of  the  license  and  aver- 
ments of  injuries  occasioned  under  colour  thereof,  incom- 
patible with  and  not  authorised  by  its  terms.  The  complaint 
in  the  first  count  is,  that  the  defendant,  by  his  dam  and 
waste-gate,  wrongfully  and  injuriously  by  turns  flowed 
back  and  drew  off  the  water  of  the  said  watercourse  upon 
the  by-wash.  Now  so  far  the  act  was  not  wrongful,  for  he 
has  a  right  to  flow  back  and  draw  off  the  water.  But  the 
declaration  proceeds  to  state,  that  thereby  the  defendant 
caused  great  quantities  of  ice  to  accumulate  in  and  about 
the  by-wash.  That  too  was  blameless,  if  it  produced  no 
injurious  consequences  to  the  plaintiff.  But  they  add,  that 
by  means  of  the  dam,  waste-gate,  &c.,  the  water  was  flowed 
back  upon  plaintiffs'  mill.  This  injurious  consequence 
was  wrongful. 

In  the  second  count,  it  is  alleged  in  more  general  terms 
that  the  defendant  wrongfully  dammed  and  flowed  back 
large  quantities  of  water  upon  plaintiffs'  water-wheel ;  and 
I  think  the  facts  in  evidence  tend  to  support  such  a  declara- 
tion, unless  the  license  defeat  their  effect.  In  determining 
whether  the  evidence  sustains  the  declaration,  before  apply- 
ing it  to  the  license,  I  would  notice  the  allegations  made 
and  material  to  be  proved.  It  is,  by  way  of  inducement,  in 
the  ordinary  form,  recited,  that  defendant  was  possessed  of  a 
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water-course,  and  entitled  to  its  uninterrupted  enjoyment. 
The  evidence  is  that  he  possessed  a  mill-race  uniting  with 
the  river  Don  at  two  points,  the  one  above  and  the  other 
below  the  plaintiffs'  mill,  through  which  a  portion  of  the" 
waters  of  that  stream  were  diverted  to  such  mill,  and  thence 
conducted  into  the  river  again.  This  race  is  the  water 
course  claimed.  It  is  not  complained  of  that  a  by-wash  is 
placed  in  this  race  below  the  plaintiffs'  mill,  but  that  by  a 
certain  dam  and  waste  gate  the  defendant  flowed  back  and 
drew  oft'  the  water  upon  the  by-wash.  The  evidence  is  that 
the  defendant  had  constructed  such  dam  and  waste  gate, 
and  that  he  was  accustomed  to  draw  off  and  flow  back  the 
water  as  alleged.  It  is  next  alleged  that  thereby  great 
quantities  of  ice  accumulated  in  and  about  such  by-wash 
and  obstructed  the  old  water-course.  The  evidence  shews 
this  to  have  been  the  consequence.  It  is  then  asserted  that 
by  means  of  such  dam,  waste  gate  and  ice,  the  water  was 
flowed  back  upon  plaintiffs'  mill,  &c.  The  material  alle- 
gations in  the  first  count  are  therefore  sustained,  and  being 
caused  by  defendant,  the  essential  points  of  the  second 
count  are  likewise  so  far  established. 

The  next  and  important  point  is,  whether  these  acts,  or 
the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury  (for  they  are  found  to  be 
injurious)  occasioned  to  the  plaintiffs,  was  wrongful  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant,  or  justifiable  under  the  license. 

It  is  true  that  a  deed  when  ambiguous  is  to  be  construed 
most  strongly  against  the  grantor.  It  is  equally  true  that 
such  deed  is  to  be  construed  altogether  in  conformity  with 
the  true  meaning  of  the  parties  as  far  as  such  meaning  can 
reasonably  be  extracted  or  gathered  from  the  terms  of  the 
instrument.  In  construing  the  indenture  before  us,  it  is  to 
be  noticed  that  the  plaintiffs  possessed  the  water-course 
since  obstructed,  and  that  the  defendant  clearly  could  not 
encroach  upon  it  without  their  sanction ;  also,  that  the 
plaintiffs  had  a  mill  erected  thereon,  to  enable  them  to  use 
w^hich  it  was  essential  that  the  water  should  be  allowed 
freely  to  escape  from  the  tail-race  of  such  mill  into  the  Don — 
a  result  physically  certain,  so  long  as  an  exit  was  insured, 
with  sufficient  freedom  to  prevent  the  waste  water  attaining 
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a  higher  level,  from  obstruction  or  accumulation,  than  the 
apron  of  the  plaintiffs'  mill.  The  plaintiffs  possessing  and 
enjoying  this  advantage,  it  appears  the  defendant  was 
desirous  of  acquiring  a  right  to  a  similar  race  from  the  Don 
below  the  plaintiffs'  mill  but  above  the  termination  of  the 
plaintiffs'  race-way ;  such  race-way  of  the  defendant  to 
pass  through  the  plaintiffs'  land  and  to  intersect  and  cross 
transversely  the  race-way  of  the  plaintiffs  at  a  point  below 
the  plaintiffs'  mill,  and  thence  through  the  defendant's  land 
into  the  defendant's  adjoining  close,  and  eventually  into  the 
Don  again,  lower  down  the  river  than  the  point  at  which 
the  plaintiffs'  race  empties  itself  into  that  stream  :  that 
the  plaintiffs  were  willing  to  grant  the  easement  to  the 
defendant,  provided  it  could  be  effected  without  detri- 
ment to  themselves;  and  with  that  and  other  views  the 
indenture  in  question  was  executed.  It  grants  to  the  de- 
fendant a  right  to  dig  the  race-way  he  has  since  opened ; 
but  such  grant  was  not  a  general  but  a  qualified  license — 
namely,  to  cut  a  "  channel  not  exceeding  ten  feet  in  width, 
provided  with  flood-gates  at  the  head,  and  a  dam  across 
the  river  to  secure  the  water  in  the  side-race" — that  is, 
to  turn  the  water  from  the  Don  into  the  defendant's  race, 
"  to  be  made  no  higher  than  is  necessary  to  turn  the  water 
into  such  race-way,"  to  follow  a  course  specified  and  sup- 
posed to  be  designated  on  a  plan  annexed  "  for  the  purpose 
of  conveying  such  water  as  might  be  necessary  for  mills 
and  other  machinery  erected  and  to  be  erected  on  the 
defendant's  land."  It  is  not  suggested  that  the  race-way^ 
made  deviates  from  the  proposed  line — that  it  exceeds  the 
width  limited — that  the  dam  across  the  river  is  too  high — 
that  flood-gates  were  not  erected,  or  that  defendant  diverted 
more  water  than  was  necessary  for  the  mill  or  machinery. 
So  far  the  license  is  comprehensive,  and  the  defendant  is 
not  accused  of  its  infraction  ;  but  the  indenture  immediately 
after  contains  a  proviso  or  qualification,  to  attend  and 
accompany  the  foregoing  —  namely,  that  the  license  or 
permission  thereby  granted,  was  limited  in  such  manner  as 
that  the  apron  of  the  grist-mill  of  plaintiffs,  according  to  the 
then  level,  should  form  the  top  level  of  the  privilege  of 
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water  so  intended  to  be  granted.    I  should  infer  from  this 
proviso,  that  the  defendant  might,  in  the  literal  terms  of  his 
grant,  have  otherwise  impeded  the  plaintiffs,  by  diverting 
too  much,  or  by  raising  the  water  to  a  level  higher  than  the 
apron  of  their  mill.    Being  allowed  to  intersect  their  race- 
way with  a  channel  ten  feet  wide,  but  being  unrestricted  as 
to  depth  or  height  of  water,  he  might  have  sunk  much 
deeper  than  the  plaintiffs'  race,  and  perhaps  thereby  have 
diverted  the  whole  of  the  plaintiffs'  escape-water  from  its 
more  direct  and  free  course  to  the  Don,  by  turning  it  abruptly 
into  the  defendant's  race — or,  if  it  could  not  be  thus  effected, 
it  might  be  thought  consistent  with  the  easement  granted, 
for  the  defendant  completely  to  shut  up  the  race  of  plain- 
tiffs below  the  intersection  of  his  own  race,  whatever  its 
depth  might  be,  so  that  the  plaintiffs'  waste  water  must 
necessarily  pass  off  to  the  defendant's  works,  at  whatever 
angle  his  race  formed  with  that  of  the  plaintiffs.    To  ( 
obviate  inconvenience  to  the  plaintiffs  in  this  way  or  other- 
wise, the  indenture  provides  that  the  license  is  to  be  so 
limited  that  the  apron  of  their  mill  shall  form  the  top  level 
of  the  defendant's  privilege  of  water — not  at  one  season  «f 
the  year  rather  than  another,  but  at  all  times.   Thus  far  the 
width  of  the  defendant's  race  is  fixed  ;  the  course  of  it  is 
ascertained,  and  without  regard  to  depth,  the  top  level  of 
the  water  therein,  so  far  as  such  level  might  influence  the 
level  of  the  water  between  the  plaintiffs'  mill  and  the  point 
at  which  the  one  race  crossed  the  other,  is  declared  to  be 
the  apron  of  such  mill.    Next  follows  the  clause  touching  a 
by-wash,  and  which  appears  to  me  to  be  inserted,  ex  abun- 
dante,  not  to  enlarge  the  defendant's  privilege  beyond  the 
previous  proviso — not  to  destroy  or  render  ineffectual  that 
part  of  the  specification,  but  the  more  effectually  to  ensure 
the  same.    The  introductory  words,  "to  ensure  which," 
suggests  the  question,  to  ensure  what  ?    We  must  look  to 
what  the  relative  "which"  refers,  and  it  is  obviously  to 
ensure  that  which  the  proviso  limits  —  namely,  that  the 
apron  of  plaintiffs'  mill  should  form  the  top  level  of  the 
privilege  of  water  intended  to  be  granted,  to  ensure  which 
a  by-wash  was  to  be  made  ;  and  it  would  be  strange  if  the 
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very  step  required  in  order  to  ensure  it,  should  be  allowed 
to  work  the  contrary  effect.  But  to  ensure  it,  a  by  wash 
was  to  be  made  by  the  defendant  in  the  old  tail-race  of 
plaintiffs,  level  with  the  apron  of  their  mill,  thirty  feet  wide. 
The  plaintiffs'  race,  as  was  asserted  during  the  argument, 
.  may  have  been  thirty  feet  wide,  and  that  be  the  reason  for 
the  width^assigned  to  the  by-wash.  It  is  obvious  from  this 
arrangement,  that  the  by-wash  would  turn  from  the  old 
race  of  the  plaintiffs  into  the  new  race  of  the  defendant,  all 
the  escape-water  below  the  level  of  the  plaintiffs'  apron,  or 
below  the  top  of  the  by-wash.  Whence  I  infer,  that 
although  not  expressed,  it  was  intended  that  the  old  race 
should  be  obstructed ;  and  1  suspect  the  clause  about  the 
by-wash  was  in  some  measure  introduced  in  order  to 
determine  the  utmost  limit  to  which  such  old  race  should 
be  obstructed  or  dammed  up.  It  seems  evident  that  if 
plaintiffs'  race  was  thirty  feet  wide,  and  the  defendant's 
only  ten,  the  latter  could  not  in  all  probability  well  conduct 
the  water  to  the  defendant's  mill,  unless  sunk  deeper  than 
the  plaintiffs'  race,  or  unless  the  latter  were  dammed  across; 
for  the  water  from  the  Don,  in  passing  through  the  defen- 
dant's channel  of  ten  feet,  would,  on  meeting  the  plaintiffs' 
race  of  thirty  feet,  merge  in  it  and  turn  off  to  the  right, 
through  the  latter,  instead  of  flowing  onward  through  the 
ten-feet  channel  leading  to  the  defendant's  premises.  The 
defendant  consequently  does  not  seem  restricted  as  to  depth, 
but  as  to  height ;  and  instead  of  being  at  liberty  to  retain 
the  by-wash  erected  at  all  hazards,  it  seems  to  me  he  can 
only  do  so  when  it  proves  harmless  to  the  plaintiffs.  No 
specific  height  is  fixed — that  is  to  be  determined  by  the 
water  level.  If  in  summer  the  present  by-wash  does  not 
cause  too  much  backwater,  then  in  summer  it  is  permissi- 
ble under  the  lease ;  if  in  winter  it  becomes  clogged  with 
ice,  and  so  indirectly  causes  injury  to  the  plaintiffs,  then  it 
appears  to  me  unauthorised.  I  think  that  under  all  circum- 
stances the  plaintiffs  are  not  to  be  obstructed  by  backwater, 
and  that  the  easement  is  only  granted  sub  modo — i.  e.,  pro- 
vided the  plaintiffs  are  relieved  from  backwater  exceeding 
the  level  of  their  apron.    This  view  I  should  feel  obliged  to 
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adopt,  was  the  by-wash  the  sole  cause  of  the  injury ; 
because  it  is  merely  mentioned  with  a  view  to  prevent 
such  injury  ;  and  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  obvious  mean- 
ing of  the  parties,  and  the  spirit  of  the  arrangement,  that  the  ' 
defendant  should  be  allowed  to  maintain  it,  although  it 
produced  the  very  ill  it  was  designed  to  obviate.  The  onus 
is  upon  the  defendant  to  prevent  injury  by  backwater.  The 
proviso  concludes  in  terms  echoing  the  intention  apparent 
in  the  outset.  It  first  limits  the  top  level  of  the  water  to  be 
enjoyed  by  the  defendant — to  ensure  which,  a  by-wash  was 
to  be  made  level  with  the  apron  of  plaintiffs'  mill ;  and  then 
adds  that  the  bottom  level  of  the  said  race-way  (meaning 
the  defendant's  race-way),  and  not  the  bottom  of  the  race  in 
point  of  depth  of  excavation,  but  the  bottom  or  lower  end 
as  distinguished  from  the  top  or  upper  end,  shall  be  where 
the  line  between  lots  numbers  twelve  and  thirteen  crosses 
the  Don,  pointing  out  the  lower  termini  of  the  defendant's 
race,  so  limited  that  it  should  embrace  the  fall  of  water  from 
the  plaintiffs'  apron,  or  rather  from  the  level  of  the  plaintiffs' 
apron  to  such  line.  It  is  then  added  that  the  said  race-way  • 
so  to  be  cut,  should  in  no  wise  occasion  injury  or  inconve- 
nience to  the  mills  of  plaintiffs  by  throwing  back  the  water 
on  their  water-wheel  or  apron  at  any  time  whatsoever." 
The  proviso  seems  to  contain  three  distinct  provisions.  It 
declares  that  the  license  thereby  granted  should  be  and  was 
limited  (in  such  manner  as) — 1st :  That  the  apron  of  the 
present  grist  mill,  &c.  of  the  plaintiffs,  according  to  its  pre- 
sent level,  should  form  the  top  level  of  the  privilege  of  water 
so  intended  to  be  granted  to  the  defendant,  to  ensure  which 
a  by-wash  should  be  made  by  the  defendant,  &c.,  thirty 
feet  wide.  2nd  :  And  (in  such  manner  as)  that  the  bottom 
level  of  such  race-way  should  be  where  the  line  between 
lots  No.  12  and  13  crosses  the  Don,  so  that  it  shall  embrace 
the  fall  from  their  apron  to  the  said  line.  3rd :  And  (in 
such  manner  as)  that  this  said  race-way  so  to  be  cut  and 
opened,  should  in  no  wise  occasion  injury  or  inconvenience 
to  the  mills  of  the  plaintiffs,  by  throwing  back  the  water  on 
their  water-wheel  or  apron,  at  any  time  whatsoever.  It  is  of 
an  infraction  of  this  last  clause  that  the  plaintiffs  complain. 
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The  by-wash  being  mentioned  as  instrumental  in  producing 
the  injurious  effect  against  which  this  passage  was  designed 
to  guard,  it  is  attempted  to  distinguish  betweent  he  race- 
way and  the  by-wash  in  this  concluding  sentence,  but  the 
former  appears  to  be  used  in  it  most  comprehensive  sense 
as  expressive  of  the  whole  privilege  granted,  and  that  its 
import  is  quite  as  strong  as  if  the  words  "  the  license  or 
permission  hereby  granted"  had  been  substituted  for  "  race- 
way," as  a  reperusal  of  the  whole  would  manifest.  It  is 
the  race-way  that  is  not  to  occasion  backwater,  and  the 
by- wash  would  seem  an  essential  part  of  or  appurtenance  to 
such  race-way,  tested  by  the  enquiry  whether  it  formed  any 
.part  of  the  plaintiffs' race  apart  from  the  defendant's,  and- 
whether  it  could  be  removed  without  affecting  the  latter. 
It  is  called  the  race  "  to  be  cut" — or  to  be  made.  It  might 
consist  principally  of  excavation,  but,  doubtless,  if  embank- 
ment proved  essential  to  the  attainment  of  the  authorized 
level  it  would  be  included.  So  of  a  by-wash — the  whole 
forms  the  defendant's  race-way,  and  that  raceway  is  not  to 
occasion  injury  or  inconvenience  to  the  plaintiffs.  In  this 
point  of  view  I  should  incline  to  infer  that  if  the  whole  case 
turned  upon  that  part  of  the  deed  which  relates  to  the  by- 
wash,  the  defendant  could  not  enjoy  the  easement  granted, 
if  in  doing  so  (as  by  drawing  off  and  damming  up  the  water 
alternately)  he  became  instrumental  in  causing  a  higher 
level  of  water  than  would  otherwise  have  been  attained. 
It  would  contravene  the  proviso.  But  the  evidence  goes 
further,  and  tends  to  shew  that  the  by-wash  and  the  ice 
upon  and  below  it  only  produce  the  evil  complained  of,  by 
reason  of  an  obstruction  placed  in  the  defendants'  race 
.called  a  waste-gate,  higher  than  the  level  of  the  by-wash, 
and  which  is  equally  instrumental  with  the  ice  in  impeding 
the  water  and  raising  its  level ;  and  that  if  the  head  race 
and  waste-gate,  &c.,  of  the  defendant  were  not  higher  than 
the  by-wash,  the  water  obstructed  in  the  plaintiffs'  race 
would  escape  through  the  defendant's.  The  question  then 
arises  whether,  according  to  the  license,  the  defendant  may 
flow  back  the  water  by  works  constructed  by  him  in  that 
part  of  his  race  which  runs  through  his  own  land,  if  by  any 
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accideat  it  cannot,  at  whatever  level  he  can  raise'^it,'^escape 
over  the  by-wash  and  through  the  defendant's  race.  I  think 
not.  I  think  it  incumbent  on  the  defendant  to  relieve  the 
plaintiffs  of  backwater — over  the  by-wash  if  practicable — if  • 
not,  by  some  other  contrivance  ;  and  it  would  seem  no 
difficult  matter  to  effect  if  the  defendant  is  not  to  be  indulged 
with  a  head  of  water  higher  than  can  be  raised  without 
exceeding  the  level  of  the  plaintiffs'  apron.  The  difficulty 
arises  from  his  engrossing  a  head  of  water^  incompatible 
with  a  level  not  higher  than  the  apron  of  plaintiffs'  tail  race. 
I  understand  that  when  the  by-wash  is  clogged  with  ice, 
the  defendant,  from  the  elevation  of  his  works,  is  enabled 
to  raise  a  head  of  water  higher  than  he  could  if  there  was 
no  such  obstruction ;  and  that  when  the  free  passage  of  the 
water  at  the  present  level  is  prevented  across  the  by-wash, 
he  does  not,  as  he  might,  permit  it  to  escape  over  his 
own  dam  aud  past  his  own  mill ;  conceiving  that  if  from 
any  cause  it  cannot  flow  through  the  plaintiffs'  race  into 
the  Don,  he  is  not  under  any  obligation  to  provide  other 
facilities,  nor  prevented  from  acquiring  whatever  head 
can  be  obtained,  so  long  as  the  by-wash  itself  remains 
unaltered,  however  backwater  upon  the  plaintiffs'  mill 
maybe  occasioned,  and  however  contrary  to  the  original 
intentions  and  expectations  of  the  parties.  The  proviso 
seems  to  me  to  declare,  that  at  all  events,  and  at  all 
times  whatsoever,  the  plaintiffs  are  not  to  be  subjected 
to  injury  or  inconvenience  from  backwater  by  the  race-way 
of  the  defendant.  The  evidence  shews  that  such  race-way 
(even  if  the  by- wash  composed  no  part  of  or  appurtenance 
to  it)  has  produced  both  injury  and  inconvenience  to  the 
mills  of  the  plaintiffs,  by  throwing  back  the  water  on  their 
water-wheel  and  apron  at  various  times  during  several 
winters,  which  in  my  opinion  was  wrongful  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant,  and  consequently  that  the  verdict  ought  to 
stand.  It  follows,  in  my  humble  opinion — first,  that  there 
was  proof  that  the  defendant  had  raised  the  water  higher 
than  was  authorised  by  the  indenture  ;  secondly,  that  the 
terms  of  the  indenture  are  not  nesessarily  complied  with,  so 
long  as  the  by-wash  does  not  exceed  the  limits  therein  pre- 

I  VOL  IV. 


58  KIATg's  bench,  HILARY  term,  5  WILL,  IT. 

scribed,  whatever  be  the  height  of  defendant's  gate,  althougfe 
there  appears  no  express  stipulation  touching  the  latter;, 
thirdly,  that  the  defendant  is  so  far  restricted  or  limited  in 
the  grant,  as  that  no  damage  should  accrue  to  the  plaintiffs 
from  the  elements,  although  only  indirectly  occasioned  by 
the  defendant's  enjoyment  of  the  easement  according  to  the 
expressed  restriction  of  the  grant,  the  same  being  guarded 
against  in  the  conclusion  of  the  proviso — and  this,  fourthly^ 
notwithstanding  that  the  grant  must  be  construed  most 
strongly  against  the  plaintiffs ;  and  lastly,  that  the  action  is^ 
properly  conceived  in  case. 

Note^  on  reading  the  above. — Might  not  the  defendant 
legally  remove  the  by-wash^  if  found  to  create  the  obstacle- 
it  was  in  its  erection  designed  to  prevent  ? 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged*. 


Powers  &  Scott  v.  Ruttan,  Sherief. 

Where,  in  trespass  against  a  sheriff  for  seizing  the  plaintiffs'  goods,  the  defence^ 
was  that  they  were  the  goods  of  a  third  party,  and  had  been  seized  as  sueb 
under  an  attachment  issued  against  him  as  an  absconding  debtor,  but  had  beeit 
delivered  up  at  the  time  of  seizure  on  the  plaintiffs  entering  into^  a  bond  for 
their  production  when  required,  and  afterwards  they  were  sold  at  the  suit  of  the- 
attaching  creditor  on  a  writ  of  fieri  facias,  the  plaintiffs  having  given  them  up 
according  to  the  terms  of  their  bond,  and  the  plaintiffs  now  claimed  them  as- 
their  own  property  under  an  assignment  from  the  absconding  diebtor  prior  tO- 
the  attachment,  which  the  defendant  contended  was  fraudulent  and  void  as- 
against  creditors,  but  proved  no  debt  due  to  the  attachment  creditor,  nor  did  he- 
shew  the  judgment,  nor  execution,  relying  on  the  bond  as  estopping  the  plaintiiS. 
from  disputing  those  facts,  and  the  jury  under  the  direction  of  the  judge  foun^ 
for  the  plaintiffs  ;  the  Court,  although  agreeing  in  the  direction  of  the  judge  that 
the  judgment  and  writ  of  execution  should  have  been  shewn,  yet,  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  on  affidavits  filed  shewing  that  the  damages^ 
were  excessive,  granted  a  new  trial  on  payment  of  costs. 

Trespass  for  seizing  and  selling  goods  of  plaintiffs^ 
Plea,  the  general  issue.  It  appeared  in  evidence  that  the 
property  in  dispute,  consisting  of  the  tools  and  apparatus 
of  an  iron-founder,  with  many  articles  of  hardware  goods^ 
&c.,  had  originally  belonged  to  a  firm  of  Merriman  arid 
Farrar ;  and  that  the  same  had  been  assigned  to  the  plain- 
tiffs verbally,  in  1832,  and  delivered  into  their  possession. 
The  witness  present  (a  brother  of  Farrar)  could  not  specify 
the  price  attached  to  any  particular  article,  but  represented 
that  they  had  been  valued  in  detail,  and  the  prices  noted  orfc 
a  piece  of  paper,  which  (if  so)  was  not  produced  at  the  trial.. 
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He  said  the  parties  were  two  or  three  days  engaged  in  the 
transfer.  As  to  consideration,  the  witness  said  the  plaintiffs 
were  to  pay  the  bank  some  debt  of  Merriman  &  Farrar, 
who  also,  it  was  said,  owed  the  plaintiffs ;  but  the  amount 
of  either  he  could  not  tell.  He  asserted  that  a  regular 
delivery  took  place,  and  that  soon  or  immediately  after  this, 
Merriman  and  Farrar  absconded,  and  were  regarded  as  fugi- 
tive debtors.  It  was  proved  that  subsequently  the  plaintiffs 
had  advanced  monies  for  debts  due  by  the  fugitive,  and  had 
obtained  the  discharge  of  their  endorser  to  the  bank  for 
about  500Z.  The  plaintiffs'  witness  asserted  a  paid  transfer 
and  delivery  for  a  valuable  consideration ;  but  it  was  obvi- 
ous as  a  general  fact,  that  the  assignors  were  indebted  at 
the  time,  and  contemplated  an  immediate  flight,  to  avoid 
4Some  creditors,  and  may  have  desired  to  prefer  others  by 
the  arrangement  set  up ;  and  although  the  transfer  may  have 
been  real  and  for  a  valuable  consideration,  it  was  extremely 
questionable  whether  it  was  bona  fide  as  against  creditors 
generally.  It  was  clear  that  possession  had  been  given  to 
the  plaintiffs,  whatever  the  true  motive  of  the  transaction 
migh  have  been;  and  there  was  no  evidence  to  rebut 
(except  presumptively  from  circumstances)  the  account 
^iven  by  the  witness  Farrar.  The  goods  claimed  in  this 
action  amounted  to  350Z.  and  upwards.  The  trespass  com- 
plained of  consisted  of  a  sale  of  the  same  by  a  sheriff's 
officer,  under  the  warrant  hereafter  mentioned,  as  belonging 
to  Merriman  &  Farrar,  under  protest  of  the  plaintiffs'  claim- 
ing the  goods  as  theirs.  This  warrant  was  produced  and 
proved  by  the  plaintiff.  It  further  appeared  in  evidence, 
that  on  the  11th  October,  1832,  an  attachment  issued  to  the 
sheriff  of  Newcastle,  at  the  suit  of  one  David  Brodie,  against 
the  estate,  real  and  personal,  of  Merriman  &  Farrar,  for 
200Z.,  which  was  received  by  the  defendant  on  the  15th  of 
that  month.  No  warrant  was  produced  authorizing  the 
bailiff  who  made  the  seizure  to  levy  the  effects  in  question, 
but  the  plaintiff  proved  that,  having  seized  them  at  Brodie's 
suit  and  taken  them  from  the  hand  of  the  plaintiff  into  his 
possession,  the  plaintiff,  on  the  27th  October  aforesaid, 
executed  a  bond  to  the  defendant,  in  400/.  penalty,  the  con- 
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dition  of  which  (after  reciting  that  the  defendant  had  on 
that  day,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  of  attachment  out  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  to  him  directed,  at  the  suit  of  Brodie, 
against  the  estate  of  Merriman  &  Farrar,  seized  upon,  as 
belonging  to  the  latter,  part  of  lot  No.  28,  2nd  concession, 
Cramahe,  with  the  machinery  which  belonged  to  the  fur- 
naces) was,  that  if  the  plaintiffs  should  deliver  or  cause  to 
be  delivered  to  the  defendant,  or  any  person  by  him  autho- 
rised for  that  purpose,  at  Cramahe,  the  said  property  that 
was  mentioned  in  the  inventory  thereto  annexed,  whenever 
the  same  should  be  demanded,  then  such  obligation  should 
be  void,  otherwise  of  full  force.    The  schedule  annexed 
includes  the  chattels  for  which  this  action  is  brought ;  the 
whole   being,  on  the   3rd   March,   1834,   appraised  at 
374Z.  19s.  4J(Z.    A  sheriff's  notice  of  sale,  with  the  defen- 
dant's name  at  the  bottom,  in  print,  was  produced,  bearing 
date  the  29th  November,  1832,  advertising  for  sale,  on  the 
7th  December  following,  at  the  furnace  of  the  plaintiffs,  in 
Cramahe,  a  large  quantity  of  chattels,  including  the  whole 
or  the  greater  part  of  those  attached  at  Brodie's  suit,  seized 
by  virtue  of  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.  to  the  defendant  directed,  at  the 
suit  of  the  plaintiffs,  against  the  goods  and  chattels  of  Mer- 
riman &  Farrar.    And  it  was  in  evidence  that  this  public 
notice  had  been  put  up  at  the  instance  of  the  plaintiffs;  but 
no  writ  of  fi.  fa.  or  warrant  was  produced,  and  it  was  proved 
that  no  sale  took  place  pursuant  to  such  notice.    At  the 
time  the  goods  were  attached  and  bonded  by  the  plaintiffs, 
they  claimed  them  as  their  own,  asserting  their  purchase 
from  the  fugitives,  who  had  absconded  a  few  days  previously. 
They  produced  no  bill  of  sale,  or  proof  of  title,  beyond  bare 
possession,  but  asserted  that  they  had  agreed  to  pay  debts  of 
the  assignors — not,  however,  adopting  all,  or  including  any 
claim  of  Brodie's.    In  yielding  up  the  property,  they  said 
there  would  be  a  lawsuit  about  it.    The  goods  remained 
in  the  plaintiffs'  hands  until  January,  1834,  when  a  bailiff 
called  for  and  received  them  under  a  warrant  of  the  defen-  ' 
dant,  dated  the  29th  January,  1834,  to  such  bailiff  directed, 
by  which,  reciting  that  by  virtue  of  a  fi.  fa.  out  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  at  the  suit  of  Brodie,  he  was  commanded 
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lo  make  of  the  goods  of  Merriman  &  Farrar,  313/.  5s.  8c?., 
and  interest.  He  (defendant)  authorised  and  commanded 
the  bailift'  to  cause  to  be  made  the  aforesaid  sum,  so  that 
he  might  have  the  money  as  comrrianded.  No  judgment 
or  writ  of  fi.  fa  was  produced  at  the  trial,  but  the  bailiff 
stated  that  under  such  warrant  he  went  to  seize  the  chattels 
in  dispute  ;  and  that  he  seized  and  sold  the  principal  part 
of  those  mentioned  in  the  schedule  to  the  bond  ;  that  he 
took  the  bond  with  him,  and  that  he  made  no  levy  against 
the  will  of  the  plaintiffs,  but  that  he  demanded  restoration 
of  the  goods  in  compliance  with  the  condition,  and  was 
consequently  allowed  to  remove  them  with  the  assent  of 
one  of  the  plaintiffs  who  was  present,  and  actually  assisted 
in  the  operation.  The  plaintiffs,  however,  said  they  should 
forbid  the  sale  at  the  time  of  sale,  and  did  so.  The  goods 
were  removed  a  short  distance  from  the  plaintiffs'  premises, ' 
and  afterwards  sold,  as  the  bailiff  said,  under  the  warrant, 
as  having  been  previously  attached.  The  plaintiffs  always 
said  they  meant  to  try  titles — that,  to  be  sure,  the  things 
would  be  sold,  but  that  they  would  forbid  it  and  contest  the 
right.    This  sale  constituted  the  trespass  complained  of. 

For  the  defence  it  was  contended — 1st,  That  no  trespass 
was  proved,  the  goods  having  been  taken  or  received  from 
the  plaintiffs  with  their  assent,  under  their  bond  to  the  de- 
fendant. 2nd,  That  the  evidence  shews  a  fraudulent  case 
as  against  creditors — verdict  for  plaintiff,  and  347Z.  9s.  ^\d, 
damages. 

This  case  was  argued  on  the  return  of  a  rule  obtained  in 
Michaelmas  term  last  by  the  Solicitor  General  for  defendant, 
to  set  aside  the  verdict  and  grant  a  new  trial— for  misdi- 
rection, excessive  damages  and  upon  affidavits. 

Boswell  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Robinson  C.  J. — Upon  the  report  of  this  case  which  has 
been  made  by  the  learned  judge,  and  upon  the  affidavits 
which  have  been  filed,  it  seems  very  clear  that  great  injus- 
tice would  be  done  if  no  relief  were  afforded  against  this 
verdict ;  and  certainly,  from  the  complication  of  this  case, 
it  is  not  one  in  which  the  plaintiffs  have  any  equitable 
claim  to  retain  a  compensation  extravagantly  dispropor- 
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tioned  to  the  injury  they  complain  of.  So  far  from  it,  there 
is  great  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  plaintiffs  have  lent 
themselves  to  a  dishonest  attempt  of  Farrar  and  Merriman, 
the  absconding  debtors,  to  place  their  property  out  of  the 
reach  of  legal  process  ;  and  if  by  any  want  of  diligence  or 
care  in  conducting  the  defence,  they  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  verdict  to  the  value  of  the  goods  taken  out  of 
their  possession,  there  would  be  occasion  for  regret,  when 
the  merits  of  their  case  seem  so  very  doubtful ;  but  there  is 
reason  to  fear  that  the  verdict  which  has  been  given  is  for 
a  sum  nearly  ten  times  greater  than  any  injury  they  proved 
themselves  to  have  received,  and  this  being  so,  there  is 
yery  naturally  a  strong  inclination  in  the  court  not  to  suffer 
it  to  be  final  if  relief  can  be  afforded  without  any  unjusti- 
fiable exercise  of  their  discretion.  I  have  no  difficulty  in 
*  agreeing  with  my  brothers  that  a  new  trial  may  be  granted 
on  payment  of  costs ;  and  considering  the  errors  or  omissions 
of  the  defendant  in  conducting  his  defence,  he  has  no  reason 
to  complain  that  he  cannot  obtain  it  on  other  terms. 

The  defendant,  as  sheriff,  had,  as  we  now  learn,  an  exe- 
cution against  the  goods  of  Merriman  &  Farrar,  at  the  suit 
of  one  Brodie,  and  under  it  he  seized  and  sold  certain  goods 
which  had  once  been  theirs,  but  which  at  the  time  that  he 
took  them  were  in  the  possession  of^the  plaintiffs.  The 
plaintiffs,  having  brought  this  action  of  trespass  in  conse- 
quence, the  defendant  seems  to  have  relied  on  these  two 
grounds  of  defence :  1st,  That  when  he  took  the  goods 
under  the  attachment  at  the  suit  of  Brodie,  as  the  goods  of 
Merriman  &  Farrar,  these  plaintiffs  executed  a  bond  which 
has  been  produced,  in  which  it  is  recited  that  the  defendant 
having  an  attachment  against  the  estate,  real  and  personal, 
of  Merriman  &  Farrar,  had,  by  virtue  of  that  attachment, 
seized  upon  these  goods  as  belonging  to  the  latter,  and, 
without  any  assertion  of  a  claim  on  the  plaintiffs'  part  to 
the  goods,  or  any  denial  of  their  being  the  goods  of  Merriman 
&  Farrar,  the  plaintiffs  bound  themselves  to  deliver  them 
up  to  the  sheriff  whenever  they  should  be  demanded  ;  that 
when  the  sheriff's  officer  did  afterwards  demand  them  for 
the  purpose  of  selling  them  under  the  warrant,  which  was 
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produced  at  the  trial,  and  which  upon  the  face  of  it  professes 
to  have  been  made  upon  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.^  issued  in  the  case 
of  Brodie  v.  Merriman  &  Farrar,  they  (Scott  &  Powers) 
gave  the  goods  up,  as  they  had  bound  themselves  to  do. 
By  their  bond,  and  by  this  voluntary  delivery,  the  defendant 
maintained  that  they  hadgnio  reczed  the  legality  of  the 
seizure,  and  disabled  themselves  from  maintaining  that  any 
trespass  had  been  committed  upon  them  in  respect  to  those 
goods.  If  that  defence  ought  to  have  availed,  the  sheriff 
was  in  a  situation  to  urge  it  at  the  trial  without  producing 
the  fi*fa,  under  which  he  says  he  acted,  and  without  prov- 
ing any  judgment  upon  which  It  issued.  The  learned  judge, 
however,  did  not  consider  the  giving  the  bond,  and  the 
subsequent  delivery  of  the  goods  into  the  sheriff's  hands, 
precluded  the  plaintiffs,  if  they  were  really  the  owners,  from 
seeking  an  indemnity  in  this  action  for  the  wrongful  sale  of 
these  goods  as  the  property  of  others. 

Then  the  second  defence  which  the  sheriff  resorted  to 
was,  that  the  goods  were  not  in  fact  the  goods  of  the  plain- 
tiffs, but  were,  at  the  time  of  the  seizure,  the  property  of 
Merriman  &  Farrar;  and  to  shew  this  he  relied  upon 
convincing  the  jury  that  the  sale  which  the  plaintiffs  pre- 
tended had  been  made  to  them  was  a  feigned  and  fraudu. 
lent  transaction,  not  real  and  hona  jide^  but  contrived 
merely  to  cover  the  goods  from  being  seized  by  the  creditors 
of  Merriman  &  Farrar,  and  not  intended  between  the  parties- 
to  change  the  property.  It  appeared  to  the  learned  judge, 
that  to  entitle  him  to  make  this  defence,  he  must  shew  that 
he  was  himself  not  a  wrong-doer,  and  that  for  that  purpose- 
it  was  necessary  he  should  prove  that  he  had  legal  authority 
to  seize  the  goods  of  Merriman  &  Farrar  under  an  execution 
which  had  a  judgment  to  support  it.  The  defendant  offered 
no  such  evidence ;  and  in  consequence  the  jury,  in  accor- 
dance  with  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  gave  a  verdict  for  the 
appraised  value  of  the  goods  at  the  time  they  were  first 
attached. 

It  was  shewn  however,  at  the  trial,  that  the  goods  sold 
for  no  more  at  the  sheriff's  sale  than  60Z.  or  70Z. ;  and  it  is 
now  stated  to  us  on  affidavit,  and  not  contrxidicted,  that  all 
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that  was  most  valuable  was  bought  in  by  friends  of  the 
plaintiffs,  for  their  benefit,  for  a  very  small  sum,  an#that 
they  consequently  retained  possession  of  them.  If  this  be 
so — and  it  is  not  contradicted — then  Scott  and  Powers,  by 
a  transaction  very  suspicious  in  its  appearance,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  will  be  gainers  to  near  the  extent  of  300Z.,  and 
this  where  the  conduct  of  the  sheriff  has  been  neither  violent 
nor  wanton,  but  on  the  contrary  such  as  his  duty  in  my 
opinion  justified,  and  indeed  required.  On  the  other  side, 
it  is  said  that  the  not  producing  the  fi.  fa.  and  the  judgment 
was  the  voluntary  omission  of  the  defendant's  counsel,  and 
that  the  defendant  must  take  the  consequences  of  such 
neglect,  whatever  they  may  be ;  and  as  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  plaintiffs'  having  retained  possession  of  the  principal 
goods,  paying  a  very  small  sum,  it  may  be  said  truly,  that 
if  this  was  material  to  the  question  of  damages,  it  might 
and  ought  to  have  been  shewn  at  the  trial,  and  no  good 
reason  why  it  was  not  has  been  offered.  Undoubtedly 
there  is  weight  in  these  considerations,  but  they  ought  *not 
in  my  opinion  to  be  decisive  against  granting  a  new  trial 
in  a  case  like  this,  which  presents  strong  circumstances 
indicative  of  fraud,  and  which,  besides,  is  peculiar  in  some 
of  its  features. 

Speaking  only  for  myself,  I  cannot  say  that  1  am  sur- 
prised that  the  defendant  should  have  committed  the  error 
in  judgment  which  is  ascribed  to  him,  in  omitting  to  bring 
proof  of  the  execution  and  judgment.  It  certainly  was 
imprudent  in  him  to  omit  it,  because  it  usually  forms  part 
of  a  defendant's  evidence  in  cases  of  this  kind ;  and  if  his 
counsel  were  aware  of  the  recent  decision  of  this  court  in 
the  case  of  Grant  v.  McLean  (in  which,  however,  I  had  the 
misfortune  to  differ  from  my  brothers),  he  could  scarcely 
have  felt  it  safe  to  dispense  with  such  evidence,  if  he  meant 
to  impeach  the  pretended  sale  upon  any  ground,  however 
strong.  But  I  am  not  surprised,  I  say,  that  the  defendant's 
counsel  should  have  thought  himself  safe  in  resting  upon 
his  objection  to  the  plaintiffs'  case.  I  think,  looking  on  the 
bond  and  inventory  annexed,  there  might  well  appear  to  be 
ground  for  contending  that  they  recognized  the  goods  to  be 
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legally  seized  by  the  attachmejit,  and  estopped  the  party 
from  setting  up  a  claim  of  which  he  gave  no  intimation  in 
those  writings.  If  we  are  right — as  I  think  we  are — in 
considering  that  under  the  circumstances  the  plaintiffs  were 
not  estopped,  still  I  can  readily  believe  that  it  appeared 
otherwise  to  the  defendant's  counsel ;  and  it  does  not 
surprise  me  that  he  should  have  relied  upon  it  as  he  did, 
and  should  have  imagined  it  unnecessary  to  go  into  other 
matter  of  defence,  either  for  disproving  the  cause  of  action 
or  for  mitigating  damages.  It  is  to  be  considered,  that 
though  the  execution  was  not  produced,  the  attachment 
was  not  merely  admitted  by  the  plaintiffs'  bond,  but  was 
in  fact  proved  ;  and  if  the  juiy  could  be  satisfied  that  the 
goods  were  legally  attached  in  the  hands  of  Merriman  & 
Farrar,  notwithstanding  the  assertion  of  the  previous  sale 
to  Scott  &  Powers,  of  course  no  subsequent  disposal  of 
them  could  be  any  trespass  against  the  rights  they  claimed 
to  have  acquired  during  that  sale  ;  and  at  the  time,  they 
claimed  only  as  the  purchasers  upon  that  occasion,  pre- 
tending no  other  right.  Still  the  defendant's  case  may  be 
open  to  the  objection,  that  no  proof  of  a  debt  was  given  to 
support  the  attachment. 

I  do  still  so  fully  adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  me 
in  Grant  v.  McLean,  and  take  a  view  so  different  from 
that  which  I  understand  my  brothers  to  entertain  of  the 
intent,  effect  and  construction  of  the  statute  of  13  and  27 
Elizabeth,  against  fraudulent  conveyances,  that  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  proof  of  a  debt  due  to  Brodie  was  of 
(Course  necessary  for  enabling  the  sheriff  to  dispute  the  right 
of  Scott  &  Powers  to  recover  as  vendees  of  their  goods  under 
a  preteaded  sale  from  Merriman  &  Farrar.  If  the  evidence 
were  such  as  to  satisfy  the  jury  that  Merriman  &  Farrar 
were  the  owners  of  these  goods  before  the  attachment 
issued,  and  that  being  indebted,  as  they  were  proved  to  be, 
to  several  persons  and  in  large  amounts,  they  resolved  to 
abscond  and  did  abscond,  but  previously  contrived  with 
Scott  &  Powers  to  place  these  goods  in  their  possession 
under  a  merely  colorable  transfer,  but  in  reality  for  the 
benefit  of  themselves,  and  without  any  intention  that  the 
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property  should  in  fact  be'  changed,  and  that  the  formal 
delivery  which  took  place  was  merely  to  deceive  the 
world — if,  I  say,  the  jury  could  warrantably  draw  this 
inference  from  the  evidence,  then  it  is  my  impression  that 
they  could  and  ought  to  have  said  upon  their  oaths  that  the 
goods  which  had  once  belonged  to  the  absconding  debtors 
were  still  theirs,  and  consequently  that  it  was  no  trespass 
against  the  plaintiff  to  seize  them  upon  Brodie's  attachment, 
whether  Brodie  could  ultimately  succeed  in  establishing  a 
debt  against  Farrar  or  not,  and  this  although  on  the  trial  no 
proof  were  given  of  a  judgment  or  execution  in  favor  of 
Brodie.  I  do  not  now  enlarge  on  this  point,  because  1  do 
not  make  it  the  ground  of  my  judgment — I  only  advert  to  it 
that  the  opinion  which  I  entertain  on  it  may  not  be  mistaken. 
Circumstanced  as  this  case  is,  I  unite  with  my  brothers  in 
granting  the  new  trial,  on  the  grounds  and  on  the  terms  I 
have  before  mentioned ;  for  while  we  retain  our  present 
opinions,  we  could  not  agree  in  granting  relief  on  more 
favorable  terms. 

Sherwood  J. — concurred  in  granting  a  new  trial  upon 
payment  of  costs. 

Macaulay  J. — It  appeared  to-  me  at  the  trial  that  the 
defence  was  not  sustained,  treating  the  plaintiffs  as  fraudu- 
lent assignees  under  the  statute  13  Elizabeth,  chapter  5, 
there  being  no  proof  that  Brodie  was  a  creditor  by  the  pro- 
duction of  the  judgment;  and  if  he  was,  that  no  right  to 
seize  and  sell  was  shewn  in  the  absence  of  any  writ  of  fi. 
fa.  And  that  even  if  relation  could  be  had  to  the  attach- 
ment, there  was  no  proof  of  a  debt  due  either  by  production 
of  the  affidavit  filed  or  otherwise  ;  that  property,  or  posses- 
sion and  right  of  possession,  draw  to  the  owner  a  construc- 
tive possession  sufficient  to  maintain  trespass  ;  that  the 
sale  of  the  goods  amounted  to  a  trespass  and  conversion, 
and  that  as  the  plaintiffs  shewed  a  prima  facie  right  of 
property  and  of  possession  binding  as  between  them  and 
the  fugitive  debtor,  however  fraudulent  and  void  as  against 
creditors,  they  seemed  entitled  to  recover  from  the  defendant, 
who  in  the  act  of  sale  appeared  a  mere  wrong  doer.  It  was 
also  contended  that  the  bond  estopped  the  plaintiffs  from 
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denying  the  validity  of  the  seizure  under  the  attachment, 
or  that  the  goods  belonged  to  Merriman  &  Farrar,  a  fact 
assumed  and  admitted  under  their  seals.  To  this  construc- 
tion I  did  not  accede.  I  told  the  jury  there  had  clearly  been 
a  change  of  possession  and  evidence  of  a  sale — evidence  of 
possession  and  right  of  property ;  that  as  between  the 
plaintitfs  and  Merriman  &  Farrar,  the  question  would  be, 
whether  there  had  been  a  sale  binding  inter  partes  or  a  mere 
depositum  with  the  plaintiffs  as  bailees  or  agents.  If  the 
former,  the  property  would  be  changed — if  the  latter,  not  so. 
But  that  in  either  event  the  plaintiffs  were  in  possession 
with  the  assent  of  the  former  owners,  and  that  the  defendant 
shewed  no  right  to  sell — no  execution  being  produced. 
That  no  such  right  could  be  inferred  from  the  bond  which 
preceded  it,  an  which  as  and  estoppel  only  concluded  the 
plaintiffs  from  denying  that  the  original  seizure  w^as  under 
the  attachment,  though  no  warrant  was  produced  ;^and  that 
it  did  not  compromise  them  upon  the  question  of  title  in  the 
property.  That  as  the  plaintiffs  shewed  a  prima  facie  right 
as  assignees  or  bailees,  which  the  defendant  had  not  rebutted 
or  defeated,  they  seemed  to  me  entitled  to  recover  the  value 
of  the  articles  sold. 

The  alleged  misdirection  was  rested  upon  the  ground 
that  the  bond  concluded  the  plaintiffs.  Upon  this  point  I 
still  think  that  t4ie  bond,  under  the  circumstances,  cannot 
be  admitted  to  affect  the  question  of  title.  It  was  given 
under  a  pressure  partaking  of  the  character  of  duress,  and 
does  not  declare  whose  the  property  was,  but  upon  what 
authority  taken,  and  whose  the  defendant  asserted  it  to  be. 
7  Taunt.  1494 ;  Ea.  12  ;  6  T.  R.  293 ;  8  Moore  451  ;  1  Bing. 
401  ;  1  C.  &  P.  28 ;  2  D.  &  R.  539  ;  2  B.  &  C.  821  ;  Cowp. 
414;  7  Bing.  153;  6  B.  C.  696. 

The  plaintiffs  were  not  restricted  in  the  amount  of  damage 
by  the  price  obtained  by  the  defendant  upon  the  sale  ;  but 
the  affidavits  shew  that  the  loss  of  the  plaintiffs  was  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  verdict  rendered.  Why  this  evidence 
was  not  produced  at  the  trial  is  unexplained  ;  but  combined 
with  the  nature  of  the  transaction  and  the  features  of  the 
case  throughout,  I  feel  strongly  disposed  to  concur  in  a  new 
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trial  upon  payment  of  costs. — -Vide  5  Burr.  2631  ;  W.  B. 
Rep.  701. 

As  respects  the  statute  13  Elizabeth,  chapter  5,  my  ge- 
neral views  applicable  to  cases  like  the  present  are  given, 
in  my  opinion,  in  Grant  v.  McLean;  and  although  under 
the  evidence  in  that  case  I  did  not  think  it  remained  equi- 
vocal, or  could  be  made  a  question  with  the  jury  whether 
a  change  of  property  had  taken  place  or  not  as  between 
Grant  and  his  assignor  Lowrie,  yet  I  distinctly  recognized 
the  principle  that  it  might,  under  other  less  forcible  and 
conclusive  circumstances,  form  a  question  whether  the 
transaction  amounted  to  a  transfer  or  merely  a  deposit. 
And  in  this  case,  considering  the  loose,  vague  and  unsatis- 
factory nature  of  the  alleged  arrangement  as  in  evidence, 
combined  with  the  facts  that  the  assignors  were  indebted — 
contemplated  flight,  and  immediaetly  absconded,  &c.,  I 
conceive  that  if  the  defendant  had,  by  the  production  of  a 
fi,  fa.^  shewn  a  right  to  sell  the  effects  of  the  fugitives,  it 
might  then  with  propriety  have  been  left  to  the  jury  at  the 
trial  to  say  whether  a  sale  absolute  inter  partes  was  con- 
templated and  effected,  or  whether  the  transaction  amounted 
to  more  than  a  colorable  transfer,  not  real  or  intended,  but 
a  mere  bailment  in  point  of  fact  to  cover  the  goods.  In  the 
latter  event,  he  would  have  stood  justified  without  proving 
a  judgment,  having  shewn  the  property  in  point  of  law  to 
belong  to  the  defendants  in  the  writ,  and  not  the  plaintiffs, 
though  in  their  naked  possession.  It  would  have  been,  of 
course,  for  the  jury  to  say  what  was  the  nature  of  the  ar- 
rangement ;  and  in  the  absence  of  any  proof  that  Brodie 
was  a  creditor,  the  verdict  would  be  for  or  against  the 
defendant  accordingly  as  they  found  the  right  of  property 
to  be  changed  as  well  as  the  possession,  or  the  possession 
only  changed  without  affecting  the  right  of  property.  To 
treat  the  case  under  the  statute,  a  change  of  property /)nma 
facie  must  have  been  assumed,  and  the  assignment  sought 
to  be  vacated  in  the  particular  instance  as  fraudulent 
against  creditors,  and  so  void  as  against  the  plaintiff  in  the 
wnt ;  but  to  have  done  that  the  plaintiff  must  have  shewn 
by  the  judgment-that  such  plaintiff  was  a  creditor. 
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It  has  been  suggested  by  his  lordship  the  Chief  Justice, 
that  the  question  of  property  might  have  been  raised  upon 
the  original  seizure  under  the  attachment,  which  was  pro- 
duced, and  thatif  the  jury  had  negatived  the  alleged  transfer 
to  the  plaintiff,  that  seizure  would  have  been  justified  ; 
further,  that  in  such  event  the  plaintiffs'  right  would  have 
been  reduced  to  a  mere  possession,  which  possession  would 
then  appear  to  have  been  lawfully  divested,  and  that  the 
subsequent  sale  under  an  alleged  Ji.  fa,  could  have  been  no 
wrong  to  them,  but  only  a  wrong  to  the  owner.  That  at 
the  time  of  such  sale  the  plaintiffs  would  have  had  no 
possession,  having  been  deprived  of  it  rightfully  under  the 
attachment ;  that  if  the  sale  was  wrongful,  and  a  trespass 
against  the  real  owner,  no  one  but  the  owner  could  recover; 
and  that  to  do  so,  such  owner  must  have  proved  property 
and  right  of  possession,  drawing  to  him  a  sufficient  posses- 
sion to  maintain  the  action ;  that  had  the  sheriff  proceeded 
to  sell  under  the  attachment,  though  unjustifiably  as  against 
the  true  owner,,  he  could  not  be  liable  to  the  plaintiffs,  if  he 
proved  that  the  goods  belonged  to  the  defendant  in  the 
attachment,  and  that  the  plaintiffs  had  no  right  beyond 
possession  as  bailees  or  agents,  of  which  possession  they 
had  been  lawfully  deprived  by  the  writ ;  that  at  the  time  of 
such  sale,  they  would  not  have  had  a  right  of  possession, 
nor  perhaps  would  even  the  owner ;  and  that  the  sale  as  it 
occurred  should  be  regarded  in  the  same  light — with  this 
difference,  however,  that  the  owner  might  in  the  latter  case 
have  maintained  trespass  by  reason  of  the  sale  being  made 
upon  an  alleged  right  apart  from  the  attachment,  but  not 
proved — importing  to  the  owner,  quoad  such  wrongful  act,^ 
a  right  of  possession,  as  amounting  to  an  abandonment  of 
the  lien  or  right  of  possession  acquired  under  the  attach- 
ment; yet,  that  the  present  plaintiffs  could  not  claim 
any  such  resulting  right  of  possession,  the  wrong  not  being 
done  to  the  possession,  and  the  sheriff  being  only  answera- 
ble to  the  real  owner  for  the  wrong  done  to  the  right  of 
property  itself.  Still  a  further  question  occurs — namely, 
had  the  attachment  been  quashed  or  set  aside,  or  the  debt 
been  satisfied,  or  the  goods  been  wrongfully  dispose^  of 
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under  a  separate  authority,  as  asserted,  though  not  proved, 
or  without  any  authority — whether  in  any  such  event  the 
right  of  possession  which  the  plainliiFs  had  at  the  time  of 
the  seizure,  would  not  result  and  amunot  to  such  a  qualified 
interest  or  property  as  to  enable  them  to  maintain  trespass 
for  the  wrongful  conversion  of  the  effects  ? 

Assuming  the  goods  to  have  belonged  to  the  fugitives, 
yet  it  is  clear  the  plaintiffs,  at  the  time  of  the  seizure,  were 
the  bailees  thereof,  with  their  assent,  and  as  such,  not  only 
in  possession,  but  entitled  to  the  possession  against  all  the 
world,  except  a  lawful  authority  under  or  against  them  or 
the  owners.— 8  Co.  146  ;  Yel.  96  ;  1  Bur.  20  ;  IT.  R.  475 ; 
1  T.  R.  Vi ;  Bui.  N.  P.  31  ;  Bl.  Rep.  1218  ;  3  T.  R.  292  ; 
.4  T.  R.  489  ;  7  T.  R.  9  ;  5  Taun.  195  ;  1  Mar.  17 ;  11  Ea. 
400.  Then  in  that  point  of  view,  the  original  caption 
by  the  defendant  under  the  attachment,  would  be  lawful, 
but  the  subsequent  tortious  sale  would  make  him  a  tres- 
passer ;  and  as  to  all  tortious  acts,  the  plaintiffs  had  title 
enough  to  sustain  trespass.  Suppose  that  to  the  present 
declaration  the  defendant  had  pleaded  a  special  justifica- 
tion under  the  attachment,  as  the  goods  of  Merriman  & 
Farrar ;  that  the  plaintiffs  had  admitted  it  but  new-assigned; 
that  they  were  bailees  ;  that  the  goods  were  taken  out  of 
their  possession  ;  and  that  the  defendant  made  afterwards 
a  wrongful  sale  of  the  property ;  would  not  that  have 
defeated  the  justification  and  left  the  declaration  unan- 
swered ?  The  defendant  could  not  deny  either  allegation, 
and  adopting  both,  I  apprehend  their  right  of  action  would 
be  sustained.  The  subsequent  wrongful  sale  would  make 
the  defendant  a  trespasser  ab  initio ;  and  -whenever  the 
original  caption  could  be  no  longer  justified,  the  plaintiff's 
right  of  action,  though  rested  merely  on  a  right  of  possession 
(without  any  higher  title),  would  be  sustained.  At  all 
events,  this  view  was  not  suggested  or  considered  at  the 
trial,  and  I  do  not  feel  that  it  would  operate  conclusively 
in  favor  of  the  defendant.  At  the  same  time,  however, 
upon  the  merits  generally,  I  assent  to  a  new  trial  upon 
payment  of  costs. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute  for  new  trial  upon  payment  of 
costs. 
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McKtnnon  v.  Burrows. 

In  an  action  for  breach  of  covenant  for  goo  1  title,  no  danaages  can  be  recovered 
for  improveiiieiits  or  the  increased  value  of  the  land,  the  purchase  money  and 
interest  foraiini;,"  the  measure  of  damages. 

The  facts  of  this  case  and  the  judgment  of  the  court 
thereon  are  reprinted  in  Trinity  Term  last.  Since  then,  the 
plaintiff'  entered  up  judgment  for  143/.  and  his  costs,  and 
took  out  execution  ;  and  last  term  Kirkpatrick,  for  the 
defendant,  applied  for  an  order  restraining  the  plaintiff  from 
proceeding  upon  his  execution  until  he  should  restore  to 
the  defendant  the  possession  of  the  premises  which  he  still 
enjoys,  and  always  has  enjoyed  undisturbed.  It  was  con- 
tended that  he  ought  to  do  this  before  he  could  recover  back 
his  purchase  money  with  interest.  Boulton  (James)  shewed 
cause,  and  contended  that  the  defendant  could  not  in  law 
be  restrained  from  availing  himself  of  his  verdict  in  the 
action  of  covenant  by  imposing  such  a  condition  upon  him  ; 
and  moreover,  that  it  would  not  be  equitable  in  this  case 
even  if  it  were  legal,  because  by  such  a  course  he  would 
lose  the  value  of  the  improvements  which  he  had  made, 
and  the  defendant  would  get  back  his  land  greatly  improved 
in  value  at  the  plaintiff's  expence.  Kirkpatrick  replied, 
that  the  advantage  of  occupying  the  premises  has  fully 
compensated  the  plaintiff  for  the  cost  of  the  improvements, 
and  that  there  is  no  reason  why  he  should  be  allowed  to 
recover  back  his  purchase  money  and  retain  the  land. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — No  authority  w^as  advanced  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  to  support  the  application  which  he 
has  made,  and  though  it  may  seem  quite  reasonable  in 
principle  that  the  vendee  under  such  circumstances  as  the 
present  should  not  be  allow^ed  to  recover  back  the  purchase 
money  until  he  has  given  up  possession  of  the  land,  I 
cannot  find  that  the  court  have  ever  interposed  to  prevent  it 
by  making  such  an  order  as  the  defendant  desires.  The 
plaintiff,  after  a  trial  in  this  cause,  has  obtained  a  verdict 
and  judgment  for  143Z.  Why  should  he  not  have  judgment 
as  a  matter  of  course.  There  is  no  ground  for  alleging  fraud 
or  bad  faith  in  his  proceeding  ;  if  there  were,  we  shall  cer- 
tainly not  want  authority  for  interposing.     But  we  are 
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asked,  1  think,  to  make  a  precedent  of  interposing  upon  a 
ground  altogether  new  ;  and  I  do  not  see  that  w^e  can  pro- 
perly do  so.  It  is  possible  that,  considering  that  there  had 
been  no  eviction,  the  jury,  upon  the  facts  proved,  would 
have  been  warranted  in  giving  damages  smal]  in  amount, 
and  perhaps  even  merely  nominal,  rather  than  awarding  to 
the  plaintiff  the  full  amount  of  the  money  paid  by  him  with 
interest.  If  greater  damages  were  given  than  were  just 
under  the  circumstances,  that  would  have  been  a  ground  to 
move  for  a  new  trial  within  the  proper  period,  but  this 
court  has  no  powder  to  say  that  the  plaintiff  shall  accept  any 
less  amount,  or  that  he  shall  not  receive  anything  till  he 
has  complied  with  a  certain  condition.  I  consider  that 
upon  a  covenant  for  title,  the  vendee  can  bring  his  action, 
though  there  has  been  no  eviction,  and  although  he  may  not 
have  sustained  any  specific  pecuniary  damage  ;  and  how- 
ever reasonable  it  may  be  for  a  jury  merely  to  give  nominal 
damages  in  a  case  of  that  kind,  I  cannot  say  that  they  are 
limited  to  nominal  damages.  The  case  of  Salmon  v, 
Bradshaw,  Cro.  Jac.  300,  9  Co.  60  ;  Cro.  Jac.  369,  are 
material  on  this  point ;  also  King  v.  Jones,  5  Taun.  426,  and 
Kingdom  v.  Nottle,  1  M.  &  S.  364. 

In  this  case,  the  jury  seem  to  have  given  the  verdict  which 
they  did  upon  the  principle  that  the  defect  was  fatal  to  the 
title,  and  that  the  contract  should  therefore  be  rescinded ; 
and  as  they  have  made  the  vendor  return  the  purchase 
money  and  interest,  it  should  seem  to  follow  that  the  de- 
fendant ought  to  regain  possession  of  the  estate.  But  never- 
theless, there  may  be  considerations  not  yet  opened  to  us 
which  would  make  the  equity  of  this  consequence  ques- 
tionable. If  there  be  none  such,  I  do  not  see  why  the 
vendor  should  not,  if  he  shall  be  driven  to  it,' bring  his  eject- 
ment, and  rely  upon  the  effect  of  the  verdict  as  rescinding 
the  contract,  and  entitling  him  to  stand  upon  his  former 
title,  and  precluding  the  vendee  from  setting  up  the  convey- 
ance to  himself  in  bar  of  the  vendor's  recovery.  However 
this  may  be,  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  should  not  interfere  in 
Ihe  manner  desired,  and  that  this  rule  should  be  discharged. 

Sherwood  J.  concurred. 
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Maoaulay  J. — The  objection  now  urged  should  have 
been  made  at  Nisi  Prius  in  reduction  of  damages  ;  but  a 
verdict  for  the  amount  recovered  was  then  taken  without 
exception  on  this  head,  subject  only  to  a  question  respecting 
the  plaintiff's  right  to  recover  for  ameliorations.  The 
plaintiff  having  obtained  a  regular  judgment,  I  do  not  think 
this  court  can  impose  restrictions  upon  him  in  its  recovery 
at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings.  At  the  same  time,  when 
the  plaintiff's  case  rests  merely  upon  a  naked  breach  of 
covenant  for  title,  without  eviction,  and  without  his  having 
been  put  to  or  sustained  any  actual  damage  beyond  that  of 
holding  the  estate  under  an  imperfect  title,  I  am  much 
disposed  to  think  the  damages  to  be  recovered  should  be 
but  nominal.  The  jury  are  to  assess  damages  upon  the 
evidence,  and  an  eviction  or  a  sum  expended  in  curing  the 
title,  or  the  loss  of  a  contemplated  sale,  or  the  like,  would 
shew  a  substantial  injury ;  but  if  the  plaintiff  could  shew 
no  disturbance  or  actual  loss  or  outlay,  this  action  would 
seem  premature.  He  should  wait  until  the  ultimate  damage 
accrued,  or  restore  or  abandon  the  possession  to  the  defen- 
dant, and  so  far  rescind  or  abandon  the  purchase.  The 
covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment  would  form  his  proper  protec_ 
tion  in  case  of  eviction,  and  damages  ought  not  to  be  given 
under  a  covenant  for  title  before  eviction,  as  if  it  had  taken 
place  merely  because  it  may  eventually  happen.  It  might 
never  take  place,  and  the  plaintiff's  right  become  absolute 
from  lapse  of  time,  and  no  such  damage  could  at  any  rate 
have  been  experienced  at  the  time  of  action  brought.  And 
since  damages  under  the  covenant  for  title  may  have 
accrued  in  various  w^ays,  without  an  eviction  or  a  total  loss 
of  the  estate  or  rescission  of  the  purchase,  the  defendant's 
conveyance  would  still  subsist,  and  estop  him  from  claiming 
in  ejectment  against  his  vendee,  although  he  may  have  been 
visited  by  an  action  for  breach  of  covenant  for  title.  It 
follows,  that  with  me  it  is  doubtful  how  far  the  plaintiff 
should,  under  the  evidence  in  this  case,  have  recovered  so 
much  as  he  did,  namely,  the  purchase  money;  but  the 
exception  was  not  tal^en  at  the  time,  nor  did  it  then  occur 
to  myself,  or  I  should  have  suggested  it.  I,  however,  express 
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no  conclusive  opinion  at  present ;  and  will  only  further 
remark  that  it  may  be  found  that  covenants  for  seisin  in  fee 
and  right  to  convey,  may  frequently  be  authorized,  though 
the  covenantor  was  seised  only  by  wrong,  such  covenant 
not  necessarily  importing  a  seisure  in  fee  by  a  rightful  title  ; 
a  wrongful  one,  while  it  subsists,  would  impart  the  estate, 
which  might  eventually  become  final  and  conclusive  upon 
the  right — become  in  short  a  rightful  estate.  A  more  special 
covenant,  as  for  a  sure,  perfect  and  indefeasible  estate,  &c., 
may  not  be  kept  by  shewing  a  wrongful  or  imperfect  or 
defeasible  right ;  but  when  it  becomes  a  question  in  such 
cases  what  damages  are  to  be  given,  I  apprehend  their 
amount  will  materially  depend  upon  whether  an  eviction 
or  disturbance  have  been  experienced  by  the  covenantee  or 
not — whether  in  fact  he  has  absolutely  lost  or  retained  the 
estate — or  whether  he  has  been  otherwise  (and  if  so,  how 
otherwise)  damnified.— F.  N.  B.  134,  Hob.  22,  4  Leon.  250, 
4  M.  &  S.  188 ;  1  Mar.  107 ;  Co.  Lit.  365 ;  Roscoe  on  Real 
Act,  142. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


RiDOUT,  ONE,  &c.  v.  Brown. 

In  an  action  by  an  attorney  for  his  fees,  he  mnst  prove  the  delivery  of  his  bill, 
although  the  defendant  has  suffered  judgment  by  default. 

Assumpsit  for  services  as  an  attorney  in  and  about  the 
prosecuting  and  defending  divers  actions,  &c.,  specifying 
no  particular  action, — the  defendant  suffered  judgment  to 
go  by  default.  At  the  assizes,  the  plaintiff,  to  prove  dama- 
ges,- produced  a  bill  of  costs,  in  a  suit  in  which  Brown  was 
defendant,  and  proved  by  a  clerk  that  Brown  had  retained 
him.  With  the  bill  of  costs  there  was  an  affidavit  of  a 
witness  proving  that  a  copy  of  this  bill  had  been  delivered 
to  the  defendant  as  required  by  2nd  George  II.  ch.  23,  sec. 
23,  a  month  before  action  brought.  The  Chief  Justice  re- 
fused to  admit  this  affidavit  at  nisi  prius — there  being  no 
consent  of  parties  to  dispense  with  viva  voce  evidence  of 
the  fact.  The  Chief  Justice  being  of  opinion  that  as  this 
evidence  was  insufficient  and  no  other  was  offered,  and  that 
even  on  an  assessment  of  damages  the  delivery  of  a  bill 
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must  be  proved,  reserved  the  question  whether  for  want  of 
uuch  proof  more  than  nominal  damages  could  be  allowed. 
The  plaintiff  relied  confidently  on  the  opinion  he  had  formed, 
that  evidence  of  delivery  of  a  bill  is  unnecessary  after  judg- 
ment by  default,  and  in  Michaelmas  term  last  the  question 
was  argued  by  Ridout. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — It  is  to  be  regretted  that  difficulty  has 
arisen  in  this  case,  for  the  amount  is  small,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  is  justly  due  ;  and  besides,  though  it  was  not  legally 
proved,  the  statute  had  been  in  fact  complied  with.  The 
point  is  one  of  some  importance  to  be  settled.  After  the 
fullest  investigation  of  the  question  in  my  power  to  make, 
1  think  the  evidence  was  necessary. 

In  England,  after  judgment  by  default,  the  damages  are 
in  general  assessed  before  the  sheriff ;  and  not  many  cases 
are  to  be  met  with  where  it  has  been  agitated  in  banc  what 
evidence  it  is  necessary  to  give  upon  inquiries.  Nor  are 
the  treatises  on  practice  and  evidence  by  any  means  full 
upon  that  subject.  The  plaintiff  thought  the  decisions 
which  have  taken  place  on  the  Statute  of  Frauds  were  ap- 
plicable, and  indeed  that  they  determined  the  question ; 
but  I  think  the  difference  is  very  clear.  The  sixth  section 
of  the  Statute  of  Frauds  requires  certain  agreements,  which 
in  their  nature  are  special  and  particular,  to  be  made  in 
writing ;  and  declares  that  no  action  shall  be  brought  to 
charge  a  person  thereon  unless  the  agreement  be  in  wanting. 
Since  this  statute,  it  has  not  been  held  necessary  to  declare 
in  other  terms  than  before.  It  is  ruled  that  the  plaintiff,  in 
setting  out  his  agreement,  may  simply  aver  that  the  defen- 
dant agreed,  &c.,  without  stating  that  he  agreed  in  writing, 
since  the  statute  had  a  view  to  the  evidence  only,  and  not 
to  the  pleadings.  Then  it  has  undoubtedly  been  decided 
that,  when  to  a  declaration  so  framed  the  defendant 
makes  no  defence,  but  suffers  judgment  by  default,  it  is 
not  necessary,  in  assessing  damages,  to  prove  an  agree- 
ment in  writing,  as  it  of  course  would  have  been  if  the 
agreement  had  been  denied.  This  is  rational,  certainly, 
because  the  defendant,  having  admitted  that  he  agreed  to 
do  a  certain  specific  act,  dispenses  with  proof  of  the  manner 
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in  which  he  agreed,  and  is  held  to  have  acknowledged  that 
he-  did  agree  in  an  effectual,  binding  manner.  The  parti- 
cular cause  of  action  m  stated,  though  not  the  mode  of 
proof.  The  cause  of  action  is  admitted.  The  jury,  there- 
fore, require  no  proof,  and  the  mode  of  proof  becomes 
immaterial.  By  the  statute  now  under  consideration,  it  is 
enacted  that  no  attorney  shall  commence  or  maintain  any 
action  or  suit  for  the  recovery  of  fees,  &c,,till  the  expiration 
of  one  month  or  more  after  he  shall  have  delivered  or  left 
for  him  a  bill  of  such  fees,  &c.  The  plaintiff  here  declares 
generally  for  services  rendered  as  an  attorney  in  divers 
suits.  By  pleading  over  (or  by  not  answering),  the  defen- 
dant admits  only  what  the  plaintiff  has  stated  in  his  decla. 
tion  ;  that  is,  he  admits  that  he  is  indebted  to  the  plaintiff 
for  fees,  &c.,  in  various  actions. — 2  Sand.  180  c.  But  what 
then  ?  Surely  this  does  not  enable  the  plaintiff  to  recover 
on  whatever  bill  he  chooses  to  produce  in  court.  He  must 
prove  a  retainer  in  the  particular  case,  as  he  must  prove  the 
sale  and  delivery  of  specific  goods  upon  an  assessment  of 
damages  on  a  general  count  for  goods  sold  and  delivered  ; 
and  so  also  if  he  has  any  bills  for  which  he  is  not  in  a  situ- 
ation to  maintain  an  action,  he  cannot  include  those  in 
assessing  his  damages.  The  statute  requires  a  bill  to  be 
delivered  for  two  reasons — first,  that  defendant  may  know 
what  amount  is  claimed  of  him,  which  he  cannot  tell  till  he 
is  informed  ;  and,  secondly,  that  he  may  have  the  bill  taxed 
if  he  doubts  its  accuracy,  before  he  can  be  put  to  costs  for 
not  paying  it.  When  a  defendant  makes  no  defence,  there 
seems  to  be  the  same  reason  why  he  should  have  these 
advantages,  as  when  he  denies  the  demand  totally  ;  because 
otherwise  he  may  have  meant  only  to  submit  to  a  recovery 
of  costs  in  a  case  in  which  a  bill  has  been  delivered  to  him, 
and  which  he  would  therefore  be  dishonest  in  resisting; 
and  if  upon  the  inquiry,  the  plaintiff  is  allowed  to  include 
other  bills  which  he  never  has  delivered,  injustice  is  done, 
and  the  defendant  loses  the  benefit  of  the  statute  for  no  good 
reason.  The  course  of  decisions  upon  the  Statute  of  Limi- 
tations cannot  govern  this  question.  There  the  enactment 
is,  that  all  actions  of  debt,  &c.,  shall  be  brought  within  six 
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years  next  after  the  cause  of  such  suit ;  and  it  is  well 
settled  that  it  is  no  part  of  the  plaintiff's  case  to  prove  his 
cause  of  action  accrued  within  six  years,  nor  is  it  any 
objection  that  it  appears  on  the  record  that  the  demand  is  of 
older  date.  It  may  not  be  very  easy  to  account  satisfactorily 
for  the  different  effect  given  to  this  statute,  and  to  many 
others  which  require  actions  to  be  brought  within  a  certain 
time  for  penalties,  unless  we  attribute  some  weight  to  the 
consideration  that  the  courts  always  leaned  in  favour  of  the 
plaintiff,  thinking  it  hard  for  him  to  lose  his  just  debt  after 
six  years,  and  therefore  refused  to  allow  the  defence  of  the 
statute  unless  when  it  is  pleaded.  There  is  this  distinction, 
however,  that  in  penal  actions  it  is  the  suing  that  first  vests 
the  interest  in  the  subject  matter  in  the  informer ;  whereas 
in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  debt,  there  has  been  a  perfect 
cause  of  action  once  subsisting,  and  the  lapse  of  six  years 
only  bars  the  remedy.  The  cause  of  action  is  complete 
without  proving  any  more  than  the  debt,  though  the  remedy 
for  it  is  liable  to  be  defeated  by  setting  up  the  statute. 
And  besides,  it  has  been  observed  that  the  lapse  of  six 
years  does  not  necessarily  extinguish  the  remedy :  there 
are  many  exceptions,  as  from  infancy,  absence,  &c. ;  and 
it  will  not  be  presumed  that  the  remedy  is  lost,  till  the 
objection  is  taken  and  the  plaintiff  has  an  opportunity  to 
answer  it. 

In  the  case  of  an  attorney's  bill,  however,  there  is  abso- 
lutely no  right  of  action  till  a  month  after  the  delivery  of  the 
bill.  The  delivery  of  the  bill  is  therefore  part  of  the  cause 
of  action,  and  a  necessary  agreement  in  the  plaintiff's  case. 
It  is  clear  that  the  courts  have  never  considered  that  the 
Statute  of  Limitations,  and  this  statute  respecting  attornies' 
bills,  stood  upon  the  same  footing  as  regards  the  evidence 
at  the  trial ;  because  it  has  been  again  and  again  decided 
that  upon  the  general  issue,  the  plaintiff  must  prove  the 
delivery  of  a  bill ;  whereas  upon  the  general  issue  the  de- 
fendant cannot  object  the  Statute  of  Limitations.  The  only- 
authorities  I  am  aware  of  which  seem  to  throw  any  light 
upon  this  particular  question,  I  mean  which  refer  expressly 
to  the  statute  2  George  II.  chapter  23,  are  the  two  cases  of 
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William  v.  Frith  and  Hooper  v.  Full,  Doug.  188-9,  from 

which  I  infer,  though  it  is  not  necessarily  stated,  that  bills 
were  delivered,  and  were  shewn  to  have  been  so  upon  the 
execution  of  writs  of  inquiry.  In  Brooks  v.  Mason,  2  H. 
Bl.  290,  upon  a  trial  of  an  action  for  an  attorney's  bill,  the 
defendant  had  been  served  with  a  copy  of  the  bill  and  ad- 
mittted  it  to  be  just,  and  promised  to  pay  it ;  but  because 
the  bill  was  not  left  with  him  in  consequence  of  his  saying- 
he  knew  not  what  to  do  with  it,  the  plaintiff  was  nonsuited, 
and  it  was  held  that  the  nonsuit  was  proper.  In  principle, 
I  think  this  case  much  in  point,  because  the  specific  account 
was  acknowledged ;  and  yet  it  was  held  that  the  plaintiff 
must  shew  that  he  had  strictly  complied  with  the  statute. 
The  judgment  by  default  could  but  be  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  demand,  even  if  it  had  been  specifically  stated  in  the 
declaration,  and  the  necessity  of  shewing  the  statute  com- 
plied with  would  seem  to  be  as  strong  as  it  could  be  after 
an  express  admission.  In  Welland  v.  Rock,  Barnes,  242, 
the  very  point  now  in  question  seems  to  be  determined ;  for 
it  was  held  not  merely  to  be  irregular,  but  absolutely  illegal 
to  assess  damages  in  an  action  where  a  bill  had  not  been 
delivered,  and  the  assessment  was  set  aside.  The  case  is 
shortly  stated  and  may  not  be  accurate,  though  Mr.  Hullock, 
in  his  treatise  on  costs,  treats  it  as  authority.  If  the  judg- 
ment by  default  was  an  admission  of  the  delivery  of  the 
bill,  of  course  the  delivery  could  not  afterwards  be  denied, 
and  the  assessment  set  aside  on  such  a  ground.  It  is  quite 
clear  that  upon  the  general  issue  the  plaintiff  must  have 
proved  a  bill  delivered,  or  he  must  have  been  nonsuited. 
Then  the  only  question  can  be,  whether  the  defendant,  by 
not  pleading  to  the  declaration,  can  be  taken  to  have  ad- 
mitted any  fact  not  stated  in  it.  I  do  no  not  see  on  what 
principle  he  can  be,  and  I  therefore  continue  of  the  opinion 
that  the  evidence  was  necessary  at  Nisi  Prius. 
Sherwood,  J.  of  the  same  opinion. 

Macaulay,  J.— The  act  of  2  George  II.  chapler  23,  sec- 
tion 23,  provides  that  no  attorney  shall  commence  or  main- 
tain  any  action  or  suit  for  the  recovery  of  any  fees,  &c. 
until  the  expiration  of  one  month  or  more  after  he  shall 
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have  delivered  a  copy  of  the  bill,  &c.  It  is  manifest  that 
under  the  general  issue,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  plaintiff'  to 
prove  a  compliance  with  the  statute  before  giving  evidence 
of  any  bill  within  its  purview,  and  a  similar  course  may 
not  unreasonably  be  required  upon  assessments,  when  from 
the  nature  of  the  declaration  the  default  admits  no  liability 
in  the  particular  subject-matter,  but  only  a  general  liability 
for  some  fees  due  for  some  undefined  services  in  some  un- 
named suits.  Whenever  it  is  essential  for  the  plaintiff"  to  go 
into  evidence  to  prove  a  retainer  and  services  in  any  par- 
ticular suit — in  other  words,  when  the  bill  sought  to  be 
recovered  does  not  appear  upon  the  record,  but  is  first 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  court  at  Nisi  Prius,  the 
statute  would  seem  sufficiently  positive  to  entitle  the  de- 
fendant lo  call  for  proof  of  a  compliance  with  its  terms 
in  the  particular  instance.  When  a  retainer  and  services 
in  one  or  more  specific  suits  are  averred  in  the  declaration, 
the  judgment  by  nil  dicit  by  admitting  those  allegations, 
w^ould  supersede  the  necessity  of  proving  a  service  of  the 
bill,  because  upon  the  record  it  would  stand  conclusively 
admitted  that  the  defendant  owed  the  plaintiff' in  such  suits. 
The  amount  only  would  remain  in  question  ;  and  it  is  only 
when  proof  of  a  retainer  and  of  the  services  is  required, 
dehors  the  record  that  the  service  of  bills  must  be  proved 
as  a  preliminary  step.  When  the  liability  is  admitted  on 
the  record,  the  statute  is  dispensed  with,  and  the  defendant 
is  concluded.  The  plaintiff"  takes  up  the  case  where  the 
admissions  end,  and  proceeds  to  prove  the  residue.  He 
need  not  go  back  to  the  beginning  of  his  case  ;  such  a 
course  would  leave  an  hiatus  in  the  evidence  at  the  trial 
supplied  by  the  record.  The  plaintiff'  would  prove  the 
service  of  a  bill  and  the  amount,  and  refer  to  the  record  to 
shew  the  admission  of  a  retainer  and  services  rendered. 
This  I  think  inconsistent;  for  though  he  should  fail  to  prove 
service  of  the  bill,  it  would  still  stand  confessed  upon  the 
record  that  the  defendant  owed  him  upon  a  retainer  and 
services  in  the  suit  or  suits  particularized.  It  is  only  when 
the  onus  of  proving  the  whole  case  is  on  the  plaintiff',  that 
Ihe  first  step  of  a  compliance  with  the  statute  is  incumbent. 
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Now  in  the  present  case,  as  the  record  shews  nothing  spe- 
cific, the  plaintiff  is  obliged  to  prove  a  retainer  and  services 
in  whatever  suits  he  seeks  to  recover  for — that  is,  although 
it  is  an  assessment,  the  general  nature  of  the  declaration 
imposes  upon  him  the  burthen  of  proving  his  whole  case 
prima  facie^  in  support  of  whatever  bills  of  costs  he  claims 
against  the  defendant.  The  record  supports  no  part  of  any 
particular  suit  or  bill.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  is 
within  the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  act  to  exact  proof  of  a 
month's  service,  previous  to  the  action,  of  any  bill  sought 
to  be  recovered.  Without  that  observance  the  action  ought 
not  to  have  been  commenced,  and  ihe  statute  declares  that 
it  shall  not  be  maintained. — 1  Saund.  276,  2  Salk  510,  4E. 
400,  1  B.  &  A.  368,  268,  Cro.  Jac.  220,  Yel.  151,  3  Camp. 
40,  2  Camp.  441,  5  Esp.  19,  Str.  612,  9  Ea.  325,  1  B.  &  P. 
263,  2  Saund.  107,  Doug.  316,  S  Wils.  372,  3  Wils.  61,  1 
H.  Bl.  262,  629,  542,  4  T.  R.  275,  448,  4.  Taunt  148,  1 
Chit.  R.  621,  Doug.  198,  3  Sal.  50,  T.  Ray.  245,  Carth.  57, 
147,  3  Sal.  19,  1  Sal.  26,  Alleyn  4,  Comb.  126,  Barnes  28, 
I  Show.  96,  Bull  N.  P.  145. 

Per  Cur. — Damages  restricted  to  one  shilling. 


Doe  ex  dem.  Bouter  v.  Frazer  et  al. 

Where  the  defendant,  who  went  into  possession  under  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff, 
afterwards  refused  to  acknowledge  his  right :  Held,  that  he  was  entitled  to 
neither  a  notice  to  quit  nor  a  demand  of  possession. 

Ejectment  for  lands  in  Ameliasburg,  described  as  lying 
in  the  fifth  concession  from  the  bay,  and  third  concession 
from  the  lake  in  that  township.  At  the  trial  at  the  last 
assizes  for  the  Midland  district,  the  plaintiff",  by  a  chain  of 
conveyances,  which  he  proved  deduced  title  from  one 
Eberts,  the  original  grantee  of  the  crown  ;  and,  moreover, 
proved  that  the  defendants,  speaking  of  the  lands,  said  they 
had  bought  them  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff", — and  there 
rested  his  case.  The  defendant  moved  for  a  nonsuit,  on 
the  ground  that  a  notice  to  quit,  or  at  least  a  demand  of 
possession,  should  have  been  proved.  The  Chief  Justice, 
who  tried  the  cause,  overruled  the  objection,  seeing  nothing 
in  the  evidence  that  rendered  a  notice  or  demand  necessary. 
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fn  the  discussion  on  this  motion,  the  defendant's  counsel 
spoke  of  the  defence  intended  to  be  advanced  as  if  it  had 
been  proved,  evidently  grounding  the  notice  for  nonsuit  in 
some  degree  upon  it.  This  intimation  of  the  intended  de- 
fence, induced  the  plaintiff's  counsel,  with  permission  of 
the  court,  to  call  another  witness  before  the  defence  was 
proceeded  in,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  the  defendants 
went  into  possession  of  the  premises  seven  years  ago,  upon 
a  contract  made  with  the  lessor  of  the  plaintilfl'  for  the  pur- 
chase of  them  ;  that  they  were  to  pay  in  four  years  for  the 
lands,  and  had  continued  ever  since  in  possession  of  them  ; 
which  evidence  seemed  to  the  Chief  Justice  to  have  been 
adduced  in  order  to  shew  that  the  defendants  were  estopped 
from  disputing  the  title  set  up  for  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff. 

The  defendant,  upon  the  plaintiff  then  closing  his  case, 
opened  his  defence  to  the  jury,  in  which  he  stated  that  the 
defendants  had  agreed  to  buy  these  lands  of  Bouter  as  had 
already  been  stated,  but  having  discovered  afterwards  that 
the  lands  intended  to  be  granted  to  Eberts,  under  the  suppo- 
sition that  they  formed  a  part  of  Ameliasburgh,  were  in  fact 
part  of  the  adjoining  township  of  Sophiasburgh,  and  under 
that  designation  were  still  vested  in  the  crown  ;  and  believ- 
ing from  this  error  that  Bouter  could  never  give  them  a 
perfect  title  for  the  lands,  upon  which  they  had  erected 
valuable  buildings,  they  declined  to  fulfil  theif  contract 
with  him,  and  desired  to  maintain  possession,  in  the  hope 
that  they  might  acquire  a  title  from  the  government.  It 
was  objected  that  the  defendants,  having  gone  into  posses- 
sion upon  a  contract  with  Bouter,  could  not  deny  his  title. 
Under  the  circumstances,  the  Chief  Justice  held  that-  they 
could,  since  it  would  appear  hard  indeed  if  a  purchaser 
discovering,  after  he  had  made  extensive  improvements, 
that  the  vendor  could  not  make  him  a  legal  title,  should  be 
estopped  from  protecting  himself  by  treating  with  any  other 
person  who  could.  The  defendants  were  therefore  allowed 
to  go  into  their  case ;  but  the  evidence  they  offered  being 
wholly  unsatisfactory  and  inconclusive  in  respect  to  the 
alleged  error  in  the  grant  made  by  the  crown  to  Eberts,  the 
Chief  Justice  directed  the  jury  to  find  for  the  plaintiff. 

M  VOL.  IV, 
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In  Michaelmas  term  last  Washburn  obtained  a  rule  Nisi 
for  a  new  trial  on  payment  of  costs,  or  for  a  nonsuit  on  the 
ground  of  want  of  notice. 

Robinson,  C.J. — Independent  of  the  question  about  the 
necessity  for  a  demand  of  possession,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  plaintiff  should  have  been  allowed  to  recover  at 
all  events,  and  that  the  defendants  should  have  restored  to 
him  the  possession  they  received  from  him  before  they  could 
advance  any  new  title  in  opposition  to  his.  Whether  the 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  should  have  demanded  possession 
before  bringing  the  action  remains  to  be  considered,  and 
that  involves  the  question  whether  in  August  1830,  the  time 
of  the  demise  laid,  the  defendants  were  trespassers.  It  does 
not  appear  expressly  stated  in  my  notes  of  the  evidence  that, 
at  any  time  antecedent  to  the  demise  laid,  the  defendants 
had  refused  to  make  their  payments  on  the  ground  that 
Bouter  had  no  title,  but  it  is  admitted  now  before  us,  and 
the  fact  no  doubt  was  so,  that  the  necessity  of  this  eject- 
ment arose  from  the  defendants  having  declined  to  make 
any  payments  under  their  agreement,  upon  the  very  ground 
that  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  had  no  title,  and  that  the 
defendants  were  endeavoring  to  purchase  from  the  govern- 
ment. After  this  declaration,  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  was 
entitled  to  treat  the  defendants  as  trespassers,  and  to  bring 
his  action  without  demanding  possession.  And  indeed,  the 
course  of  defence  taken  at  the  trial  dispensed  with  the 
necessity  of  proving  any  such  demand.  I  am  therefore  of 
opinion  that  the  postea  should  be  awarded  to  the  plaintiff. 

Sherwood,  J. — Of  the  same  opinion. 

Macaulay,  J. — The  cases  shew  that  the  defendants^ 
having  disclaimed  holding  under  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  set  up  an  adverse  right  impugning  his  title,  he  was  at 
liberty  to  treat  them  as  trespassers  in  an  ejectment,  without 
a  previous  notice  or  demand  of  possession  ;  and  the  defence 
not  being  supported  by  sufficient  evidence  in  other  respects, 
the  verdict  is  consequently  right.— 3  T.  R.  13  ;  6  T.  R.  298  ; 
1  Star.  72 ;  1  Camp.  473 ;  2  M.  &  P.  545 ;  Bull.  N.  P.  96 ; 
Peake,  N.  P.  C.  196  ;  Cowp.  622  ;  10  Ea.  13  ;  1  Star.  308; 
3  Camp.  8  ;  6  Taunt.  208  ;  3  Wils.  25. 

Per  Cur. — Postea  to  the  plaintiff. 
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Rex  v.  Higgins. 

A  prisoner  char§-ed  with  murder  may  in  some  cases  be  admitted  to  hail,  and  on 
application  tor  hail,  the  court  may  look  into  the  information,  and  if  they  find 
good  ground  for  a  charge  of  felony,  may  remedy  a  defect  in  the  commitment 
by  charging  a  telony  in  it. 

The  prisoner  was  committed  on  a  charge  of  having  beaten' 
and  wounded  Patrick  Bm-ns  on  the  8th  day  of  October  last, 
of  which  beating  and  wounding  the  said  Patrick  Burns 
died.  The  commitment  did  not  charge  him  with  felony,  nor 
were  the  terms  ivilful  and  malicious  attached  to  the  charge. 
He  applied  to  a  judge  in  vacation  to  be  bailed,  who,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  thought  it  better  the  application 
should  be  made  to  the  court  in  term,  which  was  done 
accordingly. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — We  are  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  may 
properly  be  admitted  to  bail ;  his  recognizance  to  be  taken 
by  two  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city  in  the  sum  of  1000/.  and 
from  sureties  in  250/.  each.  Twenty-four  hours'  notice  of 
bail  to  be  given  to  the  Attorney  General. 

Although  the  magistrate  has  not  charged  the  prisoner 
with  felony,  nor  attached  the  terms  wilful  and  malicious  to 
the  charge,  yet  he  is  not  to  be  admitted  to  bail  on  that 
account ;  for  it  is  proper  in  such  case  for  the  court  to  look 
into  the  informations,  and  if  they  find  good  ground  for  a 
charge  of  felony,  they  may  supply  the  defect  in  the  com- 
mitment. The  learned  judge,  therefore,  to-  whom  the 
application  was  made  in  vacation,  finding  it  not  to  be  a 
case  in  which  the  prisoner  could  claim  to  be  bailed  of  right 
upon  any  legal  ground,  and  finding  that  the  evidence  was 
such  as  might  induce  a  doubt  in  regard  to  the  proper 
exercise  of  the  discretion  which  is  vested  in  the  judge, 
thought  it  better  to  leave  the  application  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  court.  It  appears  certain  that  the  deceased 
came  to  his  death  by  violent  injuries  inflicted  by  some  one, 
and.  the  case  is  such  as  excludes  the  probability  of  the 
injury  being  accidental ;  and  therefore  it  is  proper  that 
whatever  is  done  on  such  a  charge,  should  be  done  on  the 
most  grave  consideration.  We  abstain  purposely  from 
discussing  minutely  either  the  law  or  the  facts  of  the  case, 
for  obvious  reasons  :  it  is  fit  it  should  come  without  preju- 
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dice  before  the  proper  tribunal,  at  the  proper  time.  It  has 
been  necessary  for  us,  however,  to  look  into  the  evidence 
carefulJy ;  and  having  done  so,  it  is  enough  to  state,  in 
general  terms,  that  it  is  not  conclusive  as  to  the  fact  of  the 
wounds  which  occasioned  death  being  inflicted  by  the 
prisoner.  From  the  statements  of  some  of  the  witnesses, 
it  might  be  inferred  that  the  prisoner  struck  the  blow  which 
was  fatal  —  the  statements  of  others  lead  to  a  different 
conclusion.  It  will  be  for  a  jury  to  determine  on  which 
side  the  evidence  preponderates.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
doubt  as  to  that  point  is  one  principal  consideration  to  be 
attended  to  in  granting  or  refusing  bail. 

Secondly,  If  the  case  were  clear  upon  the  testimony  upon 
that  point,  then  the  question  arises,  whether,  under  the 
circumstances  described,  the  homicide  would  be  murder, 
manslaughter  or  justifiable  homicide — I  mean  as  being  in 
advancement  of  justice,  or  in  self-defence.  Upon  this  point, 
the  magistrate  who  received  the  evidence  has  forborne  to 
state  any  conclusion  in  the  warrant.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  us  to  express  any  opinion  :  we  give  merely  the  following 
prominent  features  of  the  case,  which,  upon  the  testimony, 
there  seems  no  room  for  questioning. 

It  is  not  shewn  that  the  prisoner  entertained  any  previous 
malice  against  the  deceased  ;  nor  is  anything  shewn,  from 
which  such  a  feeling  could  be  accounted  for.  It  is  pioved 
that  the  prisoner  was  a  peace  officer,  at  the  head  of  the 
constables  of  the  city,  and  acting  with  a  number  of  them, 
openly  and  avowedly,  as  peace  officers,  at  the  time  of  the 
fatal  occurrence :  that  riots  had  recently  occurred  in  the 
city,  during  an  election,  which  was  still  going  on  ;  and  that 
the  apprehension  of  some  serious  breach  of  the  peace  had 
occasioned  the  prisoner  and  several  other  constables  to 
assemble  at  the  police-office  on  that  evening,  in  order  to  be 
at  hand  if  their  services  should  be  necessary :  that  the 
prisoner  and  other  constables  were  suddenly  called  out  by 
information  of  a  reported  disturbance  which  they  were 
solicted  to  quell ;  that  they  went  out  upon  this  information 
and  met  casually  with  the  deceased  as  one  of  a  party  of 
twelve  or  more  persons,  a  portion  of  whom  had  clubs,  and 
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whose  conduct  at  and  just  before  the  time  of  meeting  is 
differently  described  by  the  several  witnesses — some  de- 
claring it  to  be  noisy  and  tm'bulent,  and  others  harmless 
and  not  calculated  to  create  alarm  ;  that  among  those  who 
had  sticks  was  ihe  deceased,  that  he  was  not  sober,  that  he 
had  just  before  been  turbulent  in  his  conduct,  and  had  used 
threats  of  violence  (not  in  the  hearing  of  the  prisoner)  nor 
directed  against  any  one  in  particular  ;  that  the  evidence  of 
the  many  witnesses  who  were  on  the  spot  is  contradictory 
as  to  what  took  place  when  the  prisoner  and  the  deceased 
met ;  that,  if  some  of  the  witnesses  are  to  be  believed,  the 
prisoner  announced  to  the  deceased  the  purpose  for  which 
he  came,  and  commanded  him  to  keep  the  peace,  before  any 
force  was  used.  The  deceased,  according  to  these  wit- 
nesses, used  contemptuous  expressions  towards  the  peace- 
officers,  and  first  assaulted  the  prisoner  with  his  stick, 
striking  blows  at  him,  which  for  all  that  appears  might 
have  endangered  his  life,  and  rendered  any  force  justifiable 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  in  defence  of  his  life,  indepen- 
dently of  the  special  character  in  which  he  stood  as  a  peace- 
officer,  and  the  protection  due  to  it  on  public  grounds. 
Upon  this  part  of  the  case  the  evidence  is  contradictory — 
other  witnesses  relating  the  occurrence  very  differently. 
Which  are  most  entitled  to  credit  is  not  for  us  to  determine, 
nor  do  we  now  give  an  opinion  what  would  be  the  degree 
of  guilt  legally  imputable  to  the  prisoner,  supposing  the 
most  unfavorable  account  which  is  given  of  his  conduct  to 
be  true.  In  our  view,  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoner 
stands  doubtful — 1st,  upon  the  facts  whether  he  inflicted 
the  death — 2nd,  upon  the  law  and  the  facts  as  it  regards 
his  guilt,  or  the  degree  of  his  guilt  if  the  death  is  to  be 
imputed  to  him. 

In  his  favor  at  present  there  are  these  considerations  : — 
1st.  There  is  no  imputation  of  previous  malice.  2nd.  The 
occasion  was  sudden  ;  what  he  did  was  open  and  in  the 
presence  of  many  peace  officers  and  others.  3rd.  Acoron- 
er^s  inquest  has  investigated  the  case,  and  so  far  as  we 
know  has  preferred  no  charge  against  the  prisoner.  4th. 
An  assize  has  intervened,  at  which  the  grand  jury,  being 
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especially  charged  to  do  so,  have  also  investigated  the  case 
and  they  preferred  no  charge  against  the  prisoner.  5th. 
Many  of  the  witnesses  whose  informations  were  before  us, 
appear  to  have  given  their  evidence  to  the  inquest  on  both 
these  occasions.  6th.  The  prsoner,  for  all  that  appears  to 
us,  has  remained  during  the  whole  time  amenable  to  justice, 
shewing  no  inclination  to  withdraw  himself.  7th.  The 
prisoner  is  spoken  of  throughout  the  testimony  as  a  person 
of  peaceable,  correct  and  humane  deportment  as  a  peace- 
officer  on  all  other  occasions. 

On  these  grounds  we  admit  him  to  bail, — not  because  his 
detention  in  close  custody  would  not  be  justified  by  the 
evidence,  but  because  we  think,  in  the  execution  of  a  sound 
discretion,  bail  may  in  such  a  case  be  granted. 

Per  Cur. — Prisoner  admitted  to  bail. 


Doe  ex  dem.  Mann  v.  Keith. 

Where  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  having  been  seised  in  fee  of  the  land  in  question, 
conveyed  it  in  fee  to  the  defendant,  and  took  back  a  lease  for  life  at  a  nominal 
rent,  and  the  defendant  went  into  possession,  and  so  continued  for  several  years, 
with  the  lessor's  knowledge,  but  without  his  express  consent :  Held  that  he 
could  not  be  treated  as  a  trespasser,  and  ejected  without  a  demand  of 
possession. 

.  Ejectment  for  the  north  half  of  Lot  No.  8,  5th  concession 
Grantham,  tried  before  Macaulay,  judge,  at  the  last  assizes 
for  the  Niagara  district.  It  was  proved  that  the  lessor  of 
the  plaintiff  being  seised  in  fee  by  indenture  of  bargain  and 
sale,  bearing  date  in  August  1824,  conveyed  the  same  to 
the  defendant,  who  is  his  son-in-law,  and  who,  by  another 
instrument  of  the  same  date,  and  executed  immediately 
after  the  indenture,  leased  the  same  premises  to  the  lessor 
of  tha  plaintiff  for  life  at  a  pepper-corn  rent.  It  was  stated 
by  one  of  the  plaintiff's  witnesses,  that  Mann  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  land  when  these  instruments  were  executed, 
but  that  the  defendant  had  cultivated  the  land  ever  since 
with  the  apparent  assent  of  the  former.  That  the  defendant 
has  subsequently  removed  his  residence  but  still  holds  and 
works  the  farm,  and  that  the  lessor  of  plaintiff  had  not  been 
in  possession  at  .any  time  after  the  above  period.  It  was 
also  proved  that  the  latter  lives  with  his  son  in  a  dwelling- 
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house  near,  but  not  upon,  the  premises  for  which  this  action 
is  brought.  On  the  defence,  a  witness  was  called  who 
declared  that  in  June  last  he  heard  the  defendant  ask  Mann, 
in  allusion  to  this  action,  why  he  took  his  land  from  him, 
who  declared  that  he  never  had ;  and  when  the  defendant 
complained  of  being  sued,  Mann  denied  having  authorized 
such  suit,  adding  that  he  had  no  intention  of  ejecting  the 
defendant,  and  had  given  no  such  directions,  and  desiring 
him  to  go  home  and  keep  his  land.  This  witness  also 
asserted  that  at  the  period  of  this  interview,  a  son  of  Mann's 
had  insulted  the  defendant.  Richard  Mann,  the  son,  with 
whom  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiftMived,  being  then  called  for, 
plaintiff' represented  that  his  father  had  authorized  him  to 
institute  the  suit ;  that  he  had  urged  him  several  times  to 
eject  the  defendant;  that  no  demand  of  possession  preceded 
this  action  ;  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff"  wishing  the  defendant  to  remain  in  possession, 
and  that  he  did  not  know  of  any  assent  on  his  father's  part 
to  such  possession  on  the  one  hand,  nor  of  any  demand  of 
restoration  on  the  other.  And  being  asked  how  he  ac- 
counted for  his  father's  long  forbearance  if  he  was  not 
assenting,  he  gave  for  reason  that  he  was  an  old  and  very 
infirm  man,  and  one  who  looked  little  after  his  business. 
Upon  the  whole  case,  it  was  contended  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  that  it  was  obvious  from  the  nature  of  the  tran- 
saction and  the  long  lapse  of  time  without  objection  by  the 
plaintiff",  that  the  defendant  held  the  estate  with  his  assent, 
and  if  so,  that  he  could  not  be  treated  as  a  trespasser  and 
subjected  to  an  action  of  ejectment  without  a  previous  notice 
to  quit  or  demand  of  possession.  On  the  plaintiff''s  part  it 
was  answered  that,  as  possession  in  the  defendant  was 
inconsistent  with  the  lease  for  life,  it  followed  that  in  the 
early  part  of  such  possession  the  plaintiff"  could  have  brought 
an  ejectment  without  any  such  notice  or  demand,  and  that 
the  onus  was  on  the  defendant  to  shew  an  express  or  implied 
assent  waiving  his  right  to  bring  an  ejectment,  and  not  on 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff"  to  prove  a  dissent ;  and  that  the 
mere  lapse  of  time,  considering  the  age  and  infirmities  of 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff",  did  not  aff"ord  a  sufficient  ground 
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from  which  the  jury  could  safely  infer  a  tacit  acquiescence. 
The  objects  of  the  parties,  or  the  nature  of  the  arrangement 
in  1824,  did  not  further  appear  than  as  above  reported. 
The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff. 

In  Michaelmas  term  last,  a  motion  was  made  to  set  aside, 
this  verdict  and  grant  a  new  trial. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — This  case  is  rather  peculiar.  About 
ten  years  ago,  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  who  is  now  said  to 
be  an  aged  man,  was  the  absolute  owner  in  fee  of  the 
premises  in  question.  The  defendant  is  his  son-in-law. 
About  the  time  mentioned,  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  in" 
tending,  as  I  should  suppose  from  the  complexion  of  the 
case,  to  make  an  arrangement  not  uncommon  among  near 
relations  in  this  country,  executed  a  deed  conveying  the 
land  in  fee  to  the  defendant,  but  took  back  from  him  at  the 
same  time  a  lease  for  his  (Mann's)  life,  on  condition  of 
rendering  a  nominal  rent.  The  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  hav- 
ing thus  parted  with  the  fee  and  taken  back  this  estate  for 
life,  did  not  thereupon  go  into  possession  of  the  premises, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  defendant  took  possession  of  the 
farm,  and  from  thenceforth  constantly  cultivated  it.  This 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  against  the  will  of  the  lessor  of 
the  plaintiff ;  for  though  he  lived  very  near  to  the  defendant, 
if  not  immediately  contiguous,  and  must  have  seen  him 
constantly,  through  ten  successive  years,  ploughing,  sowing, 
and  reaping  on  the  land,  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  ever 
objected  to  it,  or  ever  required  the  defendant  to  leave  the 
premises.  It  is  not  even  pretended  that  he  did.  On  the 
contrary,  there  is  evidence  that  he  was  assenting  to  the 
defendant's  long-continued  occupation  ;  and,  considering 
the  relation  in  which  the  defendant  stood  to  him,  and  that 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  was  probably  disabled  from  his 
years  to  work  the  farm  himself,  and  considering  that  he  was 
only  to  pay  a  pepper-corn  rent  under  the  lease — which  does 
not  look  as  if  a  change  of  possession  was  to  follow  of  course, 
I  think  the  jury  would  have  been  well  warranted  in  infer- 
ring that  nothing  else  was  intended  by  the  parties  than  that 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  should  retain  the  power  of  reposr. 
sessing  himself  of  his  farm  during  his  life,  if  at  any  time  he 
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should  desire  it  in  consequence  of  the  defendant  disap- 
pointinj^  his  expectations  from  any  cause.  As  far  as  we 
can  judge  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff's  intention  from  his 
conduct  through  so  long  a  space  of  time  as  ten  years,  it  was 
not  contemplated  that  the  execution  of  the  deeds  should,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  be  followed  by  Mann  going  into  the 
actual  possession  and  occupation  of  the  premises. 

The  legal  consequence  of  the  deeds  being  executed  be- 
tween the  parties  was,  that  Mann  was  entitled  the  moment 
the  lease  was  made,  to  the  actual  possession,  as  much  as  a 
landlord  is  when  his  tenant's  term  is  expired  ;  and  Keith 
continuing  in  possession,  could  only  be  looked  upon  (in  the 
absence  of  any  stipulation  attending  the  execution  of  the 
lease)  as  a  tenant  at  sufferance  ;  but  the  long,  uninterrupted 
possession  which  followed,  not  objected  to  by  Mann,  was 
entitled  I  think  to  much  consideration  from  the  jury,  and 
was  sufficient  to  warrant  them  in  -presuming  that  this 
general  unexplained  possession  was  with  the  actual  assent 
of  Mann,  not  at  all  in  defiance  of  him,  in  which  case  it  was 
not  in  the  option  of  Mann  at  any  moment  to  treat  Keith  as 
a  trespasser,  and  to  throw  the  costs  of  an  action  of  eject- 
ment upon  him  without  first  desiring  him  to  leave  the  place. 
Whether  a  six  months'  notice  to  quit  was  not  called  for  by 
these  circumstances,  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  determine  ; 
but  I  think  it  was  not  necessary — no  act  was  proved  ac- 
knowledging a  tenancy.  A  demand  of  possession,  how- 
ever, was  in  my  opinion  indispensable.  The  learned  judge 
seemed  to  lean  to  the  opinion  that  the  long  possession, 
unobjected  to,  though  with  full  knowledge,  on  the  part  of 
Mann,  was  sufficient  to  imply  an  assent  on  his  part ;  but  he 
qualified  that  opinion  by  adding,  that  the  fact  of  Mann  hav- 
ing expressed  no  objection  and  offered  no  opposition,  might 
have  arisen  from  his  inaptitude  for  business,  and  the  care- 
lessness and  indifference  often  attending  great  age,  and 
which  indeed  one  of  the  witnesses  ascribed  to  him  ;  and  the 
jury  were  told  that  if  they  were  of  that  opinion,  then  his 
acquiescence  would  no  longer  appear,  and  there  would 
consequently  be  no  necessity  for  proving  a  demand  of  pos- 
session.   It  appears  to  me  that  the  principle  was  stated 
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correctly  to  the  jury,  but  I  see  nothing  in  the  evidence  that 
could  sufficiently  warrant  them  in  applying  it  as  they  did. 
It  was  not  contended  that  Keith's  possession  had  a  tortious 
commencement.  It  cannot  be  intended  to  be  denied  that 
Mann  was  sane  and  capable  to  transact  business  when  the 
deeds  were  executed,  because  it  is  under  the  lease  executed 
on  the  same  day  as  the  deed  that  Mann  now  claims.  No 
proof  was  before  the  jury  of  any  change  in  the  condition  of 
his  mind  between  "that  period  and  the  bringing  of  this 
action,  nor  any  evidence,  in  my  opinion,  that  at  this  moment 
he  is  not  quite  capable  of  exercising  his  will  in  respect  to 
his  property.  So  far  from  it,  it  is  sworn  by  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  plaintiff  that  he  expressly  desired  this  action 
to  be  brought,  while  another  witness  states  that  he  heard 
him  deny  ever  having  authorized  it,  and  express  a  wish 
that  Keith  should  not  be  disturbed.  If  he  has  continued 
capable  throughout  these  ten  years  of  signifying  his  will  in 
respect  to  the  possession  of  his  property,  he  should  have 
done  so  in  another  manner  than  by  surprising  the  defendant 
by  the  sudden  commencement  of  an  action  ;  and  if  I  saw, 
which  I  do  not,  any  evidence  that  he  had  been  latterly 
incapable  of  entertaining  a  wish  and  making  it  known — 
still,  if  he  allowed  Keith  to  possess  and  cultivate  the  land 
for  one  or  more  years  and  for  no  definite  term,  the  latter 
could  not  be  rendered  a  trespasser  by  the  circumstance  of 
Mann's  intellect  failing — the  only  consequence  should  be, 
that  whoever  takes  upon  himself  to  interpose  for  his  benefit 
should  demand  possession  at  least,  before  he  authorized  an 
ejectment  to  be  brought.  Since  there  is  nothing  to  shew 
that  the  defendant  was  a  trespasser  at  the  time  of  the  demise 
laid  in  this  action,  more  than  at  any  other  time  during  the 
ten  years  that  he  held  possession  with  the  knowledge  of 
Mann,  -a  new  trial  I  think  should  be  granted  without  costs. 
19  Ea.  262  ;  13  Ea.  210  ;  13  Ea.  56  ;  1  Star.  N.  P.  C.  310 ; 
7  T.  R. 

Sherwood,  J. — agreed  in  opinion  that  a  demand  of  pos- 
session was  necessary,  and  therefore  that  a  new  trial  should 
be  granted. 

Macaulay,  J.  (after  stating  the  case) — It  might  have 
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been  intended  that  the  defendant  should  hold  the  place  as 
owner  and  maintain  the  plaintiff  during  life,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  immediate  profits,  and  the  ultimate  reversion  in 
fee  at  his  decease  ;  and  an  undertaking  to  that  effect  might 
have  been  given,  secured  collaterally  by  the  lease  for  life. 
If  such  was  the  case  it  was  not  proved,  nor  did  it  appear 
that  the  plaintiff  received  any  support  from  the  defendant, 
but  on  the  contrary,  it  was  in  evidence  that  he  resided  with 
his  son  Richard.  Again,  it  might  have  been  a  method 
adopted  to  ensure  the  estate  to  the  defendant  at  the  death  of 
the  plaintiff's  lessor  by  a  conveyance  inter  vivos  instead  of 
by  devise  ;  but  if  so  it  was  not  proved.  Nor  was  it  clearly 
in  evidence  when,  or  under  what  precise  circumstances,  the 
defendant's  possession  commenced.  I  have  in  the  course 
of  the  argument,  and  rather  think  I  must  at  the  trial,  have 
entertained  the  impression  that  the  defendant  was  in  actual 
possession  a.t  the  time  the  deeds  of  1824  were  executed, 
and  merely  continued  to  hold  after  the  lease  to  Mann  as  he 
had  holden  before ;  but  on  examining  my  notes,  I  find  it 
stated  by  one  of  the  plaintiff's  witnesses  that  Mann  was 
then  in  possession.  But  in  either  point  of  view,  it  appeared 
to  me  a  right  of  action  accrued  to  Mann  upon  the  delivery 
of  the  lease  for  life  ;  that  if  the  defendant  was  at  that  mo- 
ment in  actual  possession,  as  he  was  constructively  by  the 
operation  of  the  bargain  and  sale,  he  instantly  becomes  a 
mere  tenant  at  sufferance  to  Mann,  and  so  far  a  trespasser 
as  to  entitle  him  to  an  ejectment  under  his  lease  without  any 
previous  demand  of  possession ;  and  that  if  his  possession 
only  commenced  after  the  execution  of  the  lease,  a  fortiori 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  might  maintain  ejectment  without 
demand  of  restoration,  as  he  might  trespass  qu.  claus.  freg, 
without  previous  entry.  In  submitting  the  case  to  the 
jury  therefore,  I  must  have  assumed  that  upon  one  principle 
or  the  other,  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  was  in  the  first 
instance  entitled  to  bring  ejectment  without  demand  of 
possession,  and  so  far  to  regard  and  treat  the  defendant  as 
a  trespasser.  Having  communicated  to  them  this  view, 
I  then  said,  the  important  consideration  was  not  whether  the 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  had  proved  his  dissent  to  such  tortious 
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possession,  but  whether  the  defendant  had  established  to 
their  satisfaction  a  concuirent  or  subsequent  assent,  express 
or  implied,  converting  the  prima  facie  tortious  into  a  right- 
ful holding,  waiving  or  extinguishing  the  right  of  action  in 
ejectment  otherwise  subsisting,  and  depriving  himself  of  the 
right  or  power  to  treat  the  defendant  as  a  trespasser  at  any 
future  period  without  revoking  such  license,  and  determin- 
ing his  will  by  a  notice  to  quit  or  a  demand  of  possession. 
I  said  this  appeared  to  me  a  matter  of  fact  for  the  jury  to 
decide  under  all  the  evidence — that  it  was  for  them  to  place 
such  construction  upon,  and  to  draw  such  inferences  from, 
Mann's  conduct  upon  this  head  as  it  seemed  to  them  to 
deserve ;  that  if  satisfied  Mann  agreed  to  the  defendant's 
occupation  expressly  or  by  implication—if  it  was  permis- 
sive— if  the  relation  of  landlord  on  Mann's  part  and  of 
tenant  on  defendant's  part  had  been  created,  a  demand  at 
least  should  precede  the  action, — and  then  to  find  for  the 
defendant ;  but  that  if  the  defendant  held  merely  a  nude 
possession,  unauthorized  and  not  assented  to  or  approved 
by  Mann, — then  as  no  demand  would  have  been  required 
in  the  first  instance,  it  was  not  indispensable  before  the 
institution  of  the  action,  though  at  a  late  period  of  time, — 
and  to  find  for  the  plaintiff". 

With  respect  to  the  evidence,  I  said  no  express  authority 
or  assent  on  Mann's  part  was  shewn,  and  that  much  seemed 
to  me  to  depend  upon  the  construction  to  be  placed  upon 
his  conduct  since  1824.  In  estimating  it,  I  said  it  was  to 
be  observed  that  in  addition  to  the  unequivocal  assent  im- 
puted to  him  in  June  last  after  this  action  was  brought,  as 
in  evidence,  he  lived  hard  by  the  premises,  and  must  have 
known  of  the  defendant's  occupation ;  that  they  were  related 
(as  also  in  evidence),  and  that  deeds  had  passed  between 
them,  which  they  had  heard  read ;  that  from  silence,  espe- 
cially when  long  maintained  between  family  connections 
under  such  circumstances  calculated  to  call  for  its  expres- 
sion in  the  event  of  disapprobation,  an  acquiescence  or 
assent  might  be  inferred ;  that  in  this  case  they  were  in 
possession  of  circumstances  from  which  it  might  be  implied, 
but  that  in  explanation,  and  with  a  view  to  rebut  such  a 
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presumption  in  the  present  instance,  it  was  represented 
that  not  only  during  late  years,  but  throughout  the  whole 
period  since  1824,  as  I  inferred,  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff 
was  an  elderly  person — as  he  must  necessarily  be  from  the 
apparent  age  of  his  son  Richard  who  had  been  examined 
as  a  witness — that  he  was  very  infirm  as  well  as  old,  and 
a  person  who,  owing  to  the  infirmities  of  age,  was  indif- 
ferent about  and  paid  little  attention  to  his  business  or 
interests  ;  that  they,  from  their  own  observation  in  life, 
could  conceive  the  state  of  apathy  into  which  a  superannu- 
ated old  man  might  fall,  and  were  to  determine  how  far  in' 
the  present  case  the  lessor  of  plaintiff's  state  of  imbecility 
and  weakness  should  weigh  and  operate  in  forming  a  con- 
clusive opinion  upon  the  question,  whtfher  his  assent  to  the 
defendant's  proposition  was  or  was  not  to  be  inferred  from 
his  silence  with  full  knowledge  of  the  fact,  and  under  the 
circumstances  before  them  ;  for  that,  in  my  opinion  his  age 
and  habits,  as  in  evidence,  formed  proper  subject  matter 
for  their  consideration  in  making  the  inference  that  it  be- 
came their  duty  to  draw.  I  did  not  express  to  the  jury  any 
opinion  as  to  the  preponderance  or  weight  of  presumptions, 
but  left  it  open  to  them  to  exercise  their  own  judgment 
in  the  explanations  I  endeavored  to  give  them.  They  found 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  this  application  is  made  to  set  aside 
their  verdict.    Upon  more  fully  considering  the  case — 

1st,  I  retain  the  impression  that  a  right  of  action  of  eject, 
ment  accrued  to  Mann  immediately  after  the  delivery  of  the 
lease  for  life,  without  any  previous  demand,  if  the  defen- 
dant  was  at  that  time  in  possession,  and  continued  to  hold 
afterwards  without  obtaining  his  sanction  ;  and  that  if  the 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  was  then  in  possession,  and  the  defen- 
dant afterwards  entered  without  his  permission,  a  similar 
right  equally  resulted  at  the  moment  of  the  defendant's 
entry ;  and  that  in  either  view,  the  defendant,  under  the 
evidence,  was  at  one  period  so  far  a  trespasser  as  to  enable 
the  lessor  to  sustain  ejectment  without  entry  or  demand  of 
possession. — 2  M.  &  S.  265;  1  Camp.  218;  2  Stark.  471; 
2  Star.  Ev.  37  ;  2  Camp.  539  ;  13  Ea.  405 ;  2  Taunt.  109. 

2ndly,  1  retain  the  opinion  that  the  true  question,  under 
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the  evidence,  is  not  whether  by  anything  ex  post  facto  the 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  did  or  could  make  the  defendant  a 
trespasser,  if  not  so  ab  initio  ;  but  whether  being  so  in  the 
first  instance  he  had  by  anything  ex  post  facto  waived  such 
trespass  and  converted  a  previous  wrongful  into  a  subse- 
quent rightful  possession,  and  placed  a  former  tort  feasor  in 
the  situation  of  a  legal  tenant.  The  former  idea  would 
reverse  the  position  of  the  parties,  and  infer  a  previous 
rightful  occupation  sought  to  be  turned  into  a  tortious  and 
wrongful  holding  by  implication. — Adam  Ej.  133;  Cowp. 
2  Camp.  387,  505  ;  1  T.  R.  162  ;  6  T.  R.  219 ;  10  E.  A.  56 ; 
1  McL.  &  Y.  286. 

3rdly,  I  also  adhere  to  the  opinion  that,  under  the  evi- 
dence, it  formed  properly  a  question  of  fact  for  a  jury  to 
decide  whether  by  assent,  express  or  implied,  the  right  of 
ejectment  which  had  vested  in  the  plaintiff's  lessor  in 
limine,  had  been  extinguished  by  lapse  of  time  and  the 
other  circumstances. — 3  Taunt.  78. 

4thly,  I  likewise  conceive  that  in  submitting  such  fact  to 
the  jury,  it  was  proper  for  me  to  call  their  attention  to  what 
had  been  said  in  evidence  touching  the  age,  habits  and 
infirmities  of  the  plaintiff's  lessor,  in  making  up  their  minds 
as  to  the  construction  to  be  placed  upon,  and  the  inference 
reasonably  and  justly  to  be  drawn  from  his  long  silence 
and  abstinence  from  dissent,  with  the  knowledge  that  he 
must  have  had  of  the  defendant's  acts  and  pretensions.  It 
follows  that  the  verdict  in  my  view  was  not  against  or  con- 
trary to  evidence ;  but  since  my  learned  brothers  think  that 
notwithstanding  the  evidence  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff's 
imbecility,  the  other  circumstances  were  so  strong  that  the 
jury  ought  much  rather  to  have  presumed  against  him  than 
in  his  favor,  and  that  I  ought  to  have  intimated  to  them  in 
more  emphatic  terms  than  I  did  such  decided  preponderance 
on  the  weight  and  bearing  of  the  testimony,  I  can  feel  no 
hesitation  in  concurring  in  a  new  trial  on  payment  of  costs. 
At  the  same  time,  though  now  much  inclined  to  deem  the 
weight  of  evidence  in  favor  of  a  presumed  assent,  1  am  not 
so  thoroughly  persuaded  of  it  as  to  be  prepared  to  say  that 
as  a  necessary  result  in  law,  a  jury  ought  to  draw  that  con- 
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elusion.  I  still  think  it  a  question  proper  for  their  consider- 
ation, although  in  deference  to  the  stronger  impressions  of 
my  learned  brothers,  J  acquiesce  in  a  new  trial,  but  only 
upon  payment  of  costs. 

Per  Cur, — Rule  for  new  trial  absolute. 


Richards  v.  Boulton. 

In  case  for  slander,  the  defendant  may  under  the  general  issue  shew  that  the 
words  spoken  were  used  in  a  privileged  communication^  and  where  the  words 
imputed  slanderous  are  spoken  on  an  occasion  M'hen  either  from  public  duty, 
private  interest  or  the  relation  of  the  parties  to  each  olher,  the  character  of  the 
party  complaining  may  be  freely  discussed,  the  jury  must  find  express  malice 
upon  evidence  sufficient  to  warrant  their  finding,  before  the  defendant  can  be 
pronounced  guilty. 

This  was  an  action  for  slander,  to  which  the  general  issue 
was  pleaded.  The  trial  took  place  befo||  the  Chief  Justice 
at  the  last  assizes  for  the  district  of  Bathurst.  It  appeared 
that  the  defendant,  with  several  other  persons,  were  joint 
owners  of  a  new  steamboat ;  that  this  vessel  was  nearly 
complete,  and  the  shareholders  were  about  electing  a  cap- 
tain for  her,  for  which  situation  the  plaintiff  was  a  candi- 
date ;  that  the  defendant,  who  advocated  the  interests  of 
another  person,  urged  another  stockholder  to  support  his 
(defendant's)  candidate  ;  that  the  person  so  applied  spoke 
of  the  plaintiff,  stating  thai  several  shareholders  were  in  his 
favor,  to  which  defendant  replied,  "  It  would  be  wrong  to 
support  a  man  who  has  been  detected  stealing  fish,"  and 
added,  "  he  chartered  a  vessel  at  New  Brunswick  or  Nova 
Scotia  and  ran  away  with  the  vessel  and  goods."  Defen- 
dant also  requested  this  shareholder  to  state  this  to  the 
others,  and  to  do  what  he  could  to  prevent  the  plaintiff 
being  chosen.  The  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
another  person,  not  the  defendant's  nominee.  The  plain- 
tifT's  disappointment  was  attributed  by  several  persons  to 
the  imputations  which  the  defendant  had  thus  cast  upon  his 
character.  No  evidence  was  offered  on  the  part  of  the 
defence  to  shew  the  truth  of  these  accusations.  The  Chief 
Justice,  in  charging  the  jury,  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
defendant  should  have  offered  some  evidence  in  support  of 
the  charges  he  made  against  the  plaintiff,  and  that  not  hav- 


96  king's  bench,  Hilary  term,  5  will.  iv. 

ing  done  so,  he  must  be  taken  to  have  knowingly  uttered 
them  without  foundation,  and  therefore  maliciously. 

The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff  and  50/.  damages. 

In  Michaelmas  term  last,  a  rule  nisi  to  set  aside  the  ver- 
dict was  obtained,  as  contrary  to  law  and  evidence,  and  for 
misdirection. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  rule  should  be 
made  absolute,  not  because  the  verdict  can  be  properly  said 
to  be  against  law  or  evidence,  but  because  I  think  the  case 
was  not  properly  left  to  the  jury,  and  it  is  impossible  to  say 
what  change  it  would  have  made  in  their  verdict  if  they 
had  been  otherwise  charged,  as  it  appears  to  me  they  ought 
to  have  been.  It  is  unnecessary  to  be  very  minute  in  re- 
ferring to  the  evidence,  because  the  point  raised  depends 
upon  a  general  pr||iciple,  the  application  of  which  is  to  be 
made  by  the  jury  and  not  by  the  court. 

At  the  trial,  it  seemed  to  me  that  this  case  did  not  fall 
within  any  class  of  cases  in  which  a  communication  is  said 
to  be  privileged.  I  thought  it  not  like  the  case  of  a  master 
who  has  been  asked  to  give  the  character  of  a  servant,  nor 
like  the  case  of  a  person  who,  having  an  interest  in  a 
subject  matter,  gives  as  a  reason  for  his  own  conduct  a 
statement  which  reflects  upon  another. 

The  defendant  had,  according  to  Matheson's  (the  princi- 
pal witness)  account,  voluntarily  gone  forward  and  had 
made  unasked,  a  direct,  positive  and  unqualified  charge  of 
crime  against  the  plaintiff,  and  not  contenting  himself  with 
saying  that  for  such  a  reason  he  would  refuse  the  plaintiff 
his  support,  he  urged  the  witness  to  go  forward  and  repeat 
the  statements  he  had  made  to  other  stockholders.  If  the 
jury  believed  this  testimony  (evidence  being  called  to  throw 
discredit  upon  it  as  well  as  on  the  general  character  of  the 
witness  for  veracity),  it  appeared  to  me  at  the  trial  that  it 
ought  to  follow  as  a  matter  of  course  that  the  defendant 
should  prove  some  ground  for  the  charge  which  he  thus 
ventured  to  prefer,  or  that  he  should  be  held  to  have  uttered 
the  words  without  foundation,  and  to  have  made  a  pretence 
merely  of  his  privilege. 

Now  having  looked  into  this  point,  and  reflected  more 
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maturely  upon  it  than  I  could  do  at  the  trial,  I  am  satisfied 
that  I  did  not  sufficiently  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  jury 
to  draw  this  inference  or  reject  it  according  to  their  view  of 
the  whole  case.  I  rather  impressed  it  upon  them  as  a  rea- 
sonable deduction  of  law  arising  from  the  fact  that  the 
defendant  offered  no  evidence  in  proof  of  his  assertions.  In 
other  words,  1  thought  a  person  acting  as  Mattheson  de- 
scribed this  defendant  to  have  acted,  Avas  not  privileged, 
unless  he  was  prepared  to  shew  the  truth  of  the  imputations 
he  had  advanced,  or  at  least  some  reasonable  ground  for 
his  believing  the  truth  of  them. 

But  the  law  is  not  so.  I  find  that  my  impression  at  the 
trial  was  erroneous,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  principle 
which  I  overlooked  is  well  established,  and  is  in  itself  just 
and  reasonable.  To  utter  defamatory  words  of  another, 
where  there  is  no  occasion  to  justify  or  call  for  it,  is  in 
itself  malicious ;  the  malice  is  implied  from  the  unex- 
plained injury,  and  the  very  uttering  of  the  words  gives  the 
right  of  action.  But  when  the  words  are  shewn  to  have 
been  spoken  on  an  occasion  when  either  a  public  duty  or 
private  interest,  or  a  peculiar  relation  between  the  parties, 
renders  necessary  and  allowable  a  free  discussion  of  the 
character  of  the  person  complaining,  then  malice  is  no 
longer  implied,  but  the  contrary  ;  because,  as  the  defendant 
in  such  case  might  have  justifiably  said  all  he  did,  whether 
true  or  untrue,  provided  he  had  no  malicious  motive  and 
believed  it,  it  follows  that  it  will  be  presumed  he  exercised 
his  privilege  honestly,  unless  malice  is  proved  against  him. 
Upon  any  other  principle,  there  would  not  be  sufficient 
safety  or  freedom  of  conduct  upon  occasions  when  public 
policy  or  the  protection  of  private  interests  in  the  ordinary 
occurrences  of  life,  makes  it  necessary  to  speak  openly  what 
people  know  or  believe.  In  some  cases  the  party  may 
speak  from  his  own  knowledge ;  in  others  upon  the  testimony 
of  others  which  he  cannot  produce  when  called  upon  ;  in 
others  he  may  have  been  led  into  impressions  which  he 
cannot  satisfactorily  account  for.  The  only  fair  and  proper 
security  is  that,  when  he  had  a  justifiable  occasion  for 
speaking  of  the  character  of  the  individual,  the  jury  must 
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be  made  to  say  upon  their  oaths,  after  they  have  heard  all 
the  evidence,  whether  they  are  or  are  not  convinced  that  he 
spoke  the  words  malicioiisly  in  order  to  injure  the  plaintiC 

The  jury  in  this  case  might  very  probably  have  though^i 
so,  and  might  have  found  sufficient  grounds  in  the  evidence 
for  imputing  malice,  but  the  failure  of  the  defendant  to  give 
evidence  of  the  truth  did  not  necessarily  raise  the  implica- 
tion of  malice.  It  should  have  been  submitted  explicitly  to 
the  jury  to  say,  1st,  Whether  they  believed  the  words  to 
have  been  spoken  on  an  occasion  which  might  give  the 
defendant  the  privilege  of  speaking  them ;  2nd,  Whether 
they  really  were  spoken  in  the  exercise  of  that  privilege,  or 
maliciously  and  for  the  purpose  of  injuring  the  plaintiff. 
.Express  malice  should  be  found  by  the  jury,  and  the  evi- 
dence should  be  sufficient  to  warrant  them  in  finding  it» 
This  principle  is  established  by  the  following  eases  :■ — 
I  Camp.  297  ;  1  T.  R,  110 ;  S  B.  &  B.  587  ;  Burr.  2422 ; 
4  B.  &  C.  247  ;  1  M.  &  S.  639  ;  3  Taunt.  246  ;  Bull.  N.  P.  8, 

Whatever  ought  to  have  been  the  verdict  of  the  last  jury, 
or  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  another  trial  upon  the 
same  evidence,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  have  the  opinion 
of  the  jury  expressly  taken  upon  the  subject  of  malice  ;  and 
upon  that  ground  I  agree  perfectly  with  my  brothers  that 
there  must  be  a  rule  for  a  new  trial  upon  payment  of  costs. 

Sherwood,  J. — Expressed  himself  of  the  same  opinion, 

Macaulay,  J. — Considering  the  relation  of  the  parties  as 
stockholders  in  the  steamboat,  the  words  laid  would  seem 
to  have  formed  a  privileged  communication — assuming  that 
they  were  spoken  as  asserted  by  the  plaintiff  in  evidence. 
If  so,  then  the  cases  establish  that  a  malicious  motive  is  not 
presumed  or  inferred,  and  does  not  result  in  law,  but  that 
it  ought  to  be  left  to  the  jury  as  a  substantive  fact  to  be 
found.  Prima  facie  they  are  regarded  as  not  malicious  by 
reason  of  the  occasion  and  the  privilege.  Malice  may 
however  be  inferred  by  the  jury  from  the  want  of  probable 
cause  and  the  circumstances  attending  the  publication,  or 
from  other  facts,  as  from  the  falsity  of  the  charge,  &c.,  if 
shewn  under  solicitude,  indicating  feeling  or  resentment, 
&c..    In  this  case  the  plaintiff  does  not  seem  to  have  offered 
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aiiy  proof  to  rebut  the  misconduct  said  to  be  imputed  to  him 
by  the  defendant,  and  to  establish  the  want  of  probable  cause ; 
but  without  that,  1  think  it  might  have  been  left  under  the 
evidence  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  defendant  acted 
bona  fide  or  wantonly  or  maliciously  ;  but  it  was  not  so 
submitted  to  them,  having  rather  been  taken  for  granted 
that  if  the  words  were  spoken  and  damage  resulted,  the 
action  was  sustained  as  of  course,  malice  being  inferred  in 
law  ;  whereas  it  appears  in  cases  of  privileged  communi- 
cations, malice  must  be  shewn  as  an  additional  ingredient 
of  the  plaintiiF's  case— that  the  jury  must  pronounce  on  the' 
motives  of  the  defendant. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute  for  new  trial  without  costs. 


Mahoney  v.  Zwick,  Executor. 

Where  there  are  issues  in  law  and  fact,  and  a  venire  as  well  to  try  the  issues 
as  assess  the  damages,  and  a  verdict  is  rendered  for  the  plaintiff,  for  an 
amount  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  District  Court,  a  certificate  of  costs  must 
be  applied  for  at  the  trial ;  and  an  order  cannot  be  made  by  a  judge,  as  in  cases 
of  assessments  after  judgment  by  default,  for  the  taxation  of  such  costs. 

Assumpsit  against  the  defendants  as  executors.  Plena 
administravit  was  pleaded  and  issue  joined.  Venire  to  try 
the  issue  and  assess  the  damages.  A  verdict  was  rendered 
for  the  plaintiff  with  damages  within  the  competence  of  the 
District  Court,  but  no  certificate  was  moved  for.  In  the 
last  vacation,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Chief  Justice, 
who  tried  the  cause,  to  allow  full  costs,  as  falling  within 
the  rale  of  this  court  applicable  to  assessments  upon  judg- 
ments by  default,  and  the  application  was  again  spoken  to 
this  term.  It  was  contended  that  the  statute  5S  George  III. 
chapter  4,  applies  only  to  cases  in  which  the  trial  has  been 
upon  an  issue  involving  the  merits  and  not  a  collateral 
issue,  though  going  to  the  whole  action  and  upon  a  plea  in 
bar.  It  was  urged  that  the  words  in  the  act — the  judge 
who  tried  the  came  of  such  suit  or  action^'' — limit  its  appli- 
cation to  such  cases  only  in  which  the  cause  of  action  and 
not  the  cause  upon  any  plea  not  pu'ting  in  issue  the  cause 
of  action,  though  going  to  bar  such  cause  of  action,  migh  tbe 
tried. 
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Per  Cur. — -This  was  a  case  in  which  the  judge,  if  applied 
to,  might  have  certified  at  Nisi  Prius  ;  and  if  so,  the  Court 
cannot  direct  the  the  taxation  of  King's  Bench  costs. 


Shaw.  v.  Turton. 

Where  a  verdict  was  taken  for  200Z.  subject  to  be  reduced  by  arbitrators,  the 
costs  to  abide  the  event,  and  the  award  was  for  the  defendant,  it  was  set  aside 
as  being  beyond  the  submission,  the  arbitrators  being  empowered  only  to 
reduce  the  plaintiff's  verdict,  and  the  condition  as  to  costs  giving  them  no 
authority  by  inference  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  it  altogether,  but  applying 
only  to  the  amount  of  costs  to  be  eventually  taxed. 

This  action  of  trespass  against  the  defendant  for  cutting 
down  a  quantity  of  wood  belonging  to  the  plaintiff,  was 
referred  at  Nisi  Prius  to  arbitration.     A  verdict  was  taken 
by  consent  for  200/.  damages,  subject  to  be  reduced  by  the 
award  of  three  arbitrators,  or  any  two  of  them — the  costs  of 
the  cause  and  of  the  reference  to  abide  the  event.  The 
arbitrators  did  not  agree,  but  two  of  them  joined  in  an 
award,  not  merely  reducing  the  damages,  but  in  favor  of 
Ihe  defendant,  declaring  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  cause  of 
action,  and  directing  that  a  verdict  be  entered  for  the  defen- 
dant.   Spragge  moved  to  set  aside  this  award  :  1st,  Because 
it  is  not  authorized  by  the  submission,  which  only  enabled 
the  arbitrators  to  reduce  the  damages ;  and  2nd,  Because 
the  arbitrators  unjustly  refused  to  be  governed  by  the  evi- 
dence, wliich  plainly  proved  a  trespass  to  a  large  amount. 

Per  Cur. — Whatever  may  be  the  truth  respecting  the 
justice  or  injustice  of  the  award,  we  should  have  found  it 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  upon  the  statements  before  us, 
to  have  given  relief  upon  that  ground  ;  but  on  the  other 
-objection  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled,  as 
a  matter  of  right,  to  have  this  award  set  aside.    It  is  clear 
that  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  a  submission  with  no  other  view 
than  that  the  arbitrators  might  assess  the  damages  at  any 
amount  they  thought  right  within  the  verdict  taken.  He 
did  not  agree  that  the  verdict  should  be  wholly  set  aside  by 
the  arbitrators.    When  this  is  intended  it  is  always  ex- 
pressed.   The  condition  that  the  costs  of  the  cause  shall 
abide  the  event  may  seem  at  first  to  contain  an  assent  by 
implication  that  the  verdict  may  be  directed  to  be  entered 
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for  plaintiff  or  defendant,  as  the  arbitrators  think  just ;  but 
that  construction  would  be  repugnant  to  the  power  given, 
which  IS  expressly  to  reduce  the  damages.  And  the  etTect 
of  these  words  is  more  properly,  we  think,  to  be  confined  to 
the  amount  of  costs,  which  in  actions  of  trespass  depend 
-upon  the  amount  of  damages  in  certain  cases.  The  parties 
.never  meant,  in  our  opinion,  that  the  arbitrators  should  do 
more  than  estimate  the  damages  for  a  trespass  which  was 
admitted  by  agreeing  to  the  verdict. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute  to  set  aside  award. 


Doe  ex  dem.  Miller  v.  Dixon. 

Where,  in  a  deed,  a  certain  quantity  of  land,  and  half  of  a  saw-mill  thereon 
erected,  were  conveyed,  and  the  description  of  the  premises  covered  the  whole 
site  of  the  mill  :  Held,  that  the  express  words  must  control  the  operation  of  the 
deed,  and  that  the  vendee  was  entitled  to  only  half  of  the  mill. 

In  this  ejectment,  tried  at  the  last  assizes  for  the  Home 
District,  a  point  was  reserved  for  the  consideration  of  this 
court  upon  the  construction  of  a  deed  of  bargain  and  sale, 
given  some  years  ago  by  Miller,  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff",  to 
the  defendant.    Miller,  being  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
in  Etobicoke,  upon  which  there  was  a  saw-mill,  conveys  to 
Dixon  two  small  portions  of  the  land,  containing  together 
6J  acres  ;  also  "  one-half  of  the  saw-mill."    These  small 
pieces  of  land  are  particularly  described  by  metes  and 
bounds,  whioh  do  in  fact  embrace  the  site  of  the  saw-mill, 
so  that  if  he  had  said  nothing  in  the  deed  about  the  saw- 
mill, it  w^ouLd  of  course  have  passed  to  the  grantee  with  the 
ground  upon  which  it  stood.    But  by  the  deed.  Miller  sells 
one-half  the  mill,  and  he  expressly  grants  access  to  the 
premises,  and  grants  the  property  in  one-half  only  of  the 
pine  lumber  growing  on  the  whole  lot.    Relying  on  the 
want  of  any  express  exception  in  the  deed  of  part  of  the 
laiad  on  which  the  saw-mill  stands,  the  defendant  contests 
Miller's  right  to  it,  and  maintains  exclusive  possession. 
An  actual  ouster  was  proved.     If  the  court  should  be  of 
opinion  that  the  deed  did  not  convey  one-half  the  saw-mil), 
the  plaintiff  must  recover ;  if  the  whole  passed,  then  the 
verdict  must  be  for  the  defendant. 
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The  case  was  argued  in  Michaelmas  term  last  by  Draper 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  Washburn  for  the  defendant. 

Robinson,  C.  J — We  think  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover, 
there  being  no  doubt  that  the  intent  of  the  parties,  apparent 
upon  the  deed,  was  that  half  the  mill  only  should  pass,  and 
there  being  no  reason  in  law  why  in  such  a  case  the  intent 
shall  not  prevail.  The  principle  that  the  intention  shall 
govern  is  just  in  itself,  and  is  sustained  to  the  fullest  extent 
by  adjudged  cases.  Lord  Hobart,  in  Trenchard  v.  Hoskins, 
Winch.  Rep.  93,  expresses  it  clearly.  "  Every  deed,"  he 
says,  "  is  to  be  construed  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
parties,  and  the  intents  ought  to  be  adjudged  of  the  several 
parts  of  the  deed  as  a  general  issue  out  of  the  evidence,  and 
intent  ought  to  be  picked  out  of  every  part  and  not  out  of 
one  word  only."  Lord  Ellenborough  assents  to  this  doctrine 
in  Havel  v.  Richards,  11  Ea.  643,  and  in  Barton  v.  Fitzgerald, 
15  Ea.  540,  in  which  latter  case  his  lordship  says,  It  is  a 
rule  of  construction  that  the  sense  and  meaning  of  the 
parties  in  any  particular  part  of  an  instrument  may  be 
collected  ex  antecedentibus  et  consequentibus — evel-y  part 
of  it  may  be  brought  into  action  in  order  to  collect  from  the 
whole  one  uniform  and  consistent  sense,  if  that  may  be 
done."  In  4  Cruise  Dig.  418,  it  is  laid  down,  that  when 
there  are  any  words  in  a  deed  that  appear  to  be  evidently 
repugnant  to  the  other  parts  of  it  and  to  the  general  intention 
of  the  parties,  they  will  be  rejected  as  insensible ;  for  the 
words  are  not  the  principle  things  in  a  deed,  but  the  intent 
and  design  of  the  parties.  So  here,  although  the  metes  and 
bounds,  if  followed  precisely  as  laid  out,  embrace  the  whole 
site  of  this  mill ;  yet  inasmuch  as  it  is  clearly  expressed 
that  one-half  the  mill  only  is  intended  to  be  conveyed,  so 
much  of  the  description  as  would  embrace  the  mill  must 
be  repugnant  to  the  evident  intent.  The  cases  on  this  head 
are  so  numerous  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  cite  them.  Doe 
ex  dem.  Raikes  et  al.  v.  Anderson,  1  Star.  N.  P.  C.  155,  is 
strongly  in  point ;  and  more  especially  the  case  of  Doe  ex 
dem.  Freeland  v.  Burt,  1  T.  R.  701,  is  conclusive  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff — for  there  the  doctrine  is  recognized  that  the 
question,  whether  "  parcel  or  not  of  the  thing  demised,"  is 
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emphatically  a  question  upon  which  parol  evidence  may  be 
admitted  to  explain  a  deed.  The  present  case  is  much 
more  clear,  for  there  is  no  need  of  resorting  to  parol  vidence 
— the  deed  itself  shews  that  one-half  of  the  mill  only  was 
intended  to  be  granted  ;  and  in  fact  we  see  no  ground  what- 
ever for  questioning  the  plaintiff's  right  to  recover. 

Pel'  Cur. — Postea  to  the  plaintiff. 


SoPER  V.  Brown  and  Riorden, 

A  distress  made  more  than  six  months  after  the  expiration  of  a  tenancy,  is  illegal, 
and  a  continuation  of  the  tenancy  will  not  necessarily  be  implied,  from  the 
party's  remaining  in  possession  of  the  premises,  without  any  act  to  shew  the 
nature  of  the  holding. 

Trespass ^w.  cZaws. /re^i^,  and  for  taking  goods.  Plea, 
not  guilty.  The  cause  was  tried  at  the  last  assizes  for  the 
Newcastle  District  coram  Macaulay,  J.,  who  reported  as  fol- 
lows : — It  appeared  in  evidence  that  at  the  time  when,  &c. 
the  plaintiff  was  in  the  possession  of  the  south  50  acres  of 
lot  No.  21,  2nd  Concession  of  Hope,  that  the  defendants 
(Brown  as  landlord  and  Riorden  as  bailiff),  on  or  about 
the  19th  September,  1833,  distrained  a  quantity  of  goods 
and  chattels,  including  a  yoke  of  cattle  then  at  work,  all 
property  of  the  plaintiff,  upon  the  lot  above  mentioned,  as 
for  40Z.  rent  due  and  in  arrears,  from  John  Soper,  a  brother 
of  the  plaintiff,  to  Brown,  on  the  1st  August,  1833.  After 
proof  of  the  number  and  value  of  the  articles  sold,  it  was 
offered  in  evidence  that  the  plaintiff  had  f)ossessed  the  locus 
in  quo  a  number  of  years ;  such  possession  was,  however, 
rebutted  to  a  certain  extent  on  the  defence.  The  defendants 
proved  a  deed  from  Pilatiah  Soper,  the  father  of  plaintiff, 
and  the  original  owner  of  the  lot,  conveying  to  Brown  the 
whole  lot  in  fee,  dated  28th  July,  1831,  for  a  consideration 
of  700Z.,  said  to  be  secured  by  promissory  notes.  Also  a 
lease  from  Brown  to  John  Soper  of  the  said  lot,  including 
the  50  acres  claimed  by  plaintiff  for  one  year  from  the  1st 
November,  1831,  at  a  rent  of  40Z.,  payable  quarterly,  such 
lease  bearing  date  24th  November,  1831,  with  a  proviso 
that  rent  should  be  payable — lOZ.  1st  February,  lOZ.  1st 
May,  lOZ.  1st  August,  10/.  1st  Nov.    The  tenant  to  be  ai- 
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lowed  to  take  away  all  the  crops  raised  within  said  year,., 
and  to  have  half  of  all  winter  crops  put  in  during  the  year 
— the  ensaing  season.  It  appeared  that  after  the  convey- 
ance from  old  Soper  to  Brown,  and  the  lease  to  John  Soper^, 
the  plaintiff  had  kept  the  prenaises  and  resided  a  winter  in^ 
Clarke,  but  that  he  afterwards  returned  and  resumed  pos- 
session ol  his  own  behalf,  without  holding  or  claiming  under 
Brown  and  his  tenant,  John  Soper.  It  also  appeared  that 
John  Soper  held  over  generally  till  September,  1833,  the 
month  of  the  seizure,  when  he  absconded  ;  and  that  during; 
such  holding  over  he  had  cultivated  the  estate,  but  whether 
he  withdrew  before  or  after  the  distress  did  not  appear.. 
In  order  to  rebut  Brown's  title  to  the  south  quarter  of  the 
lot,  the  plaintiff  proved  that  Soper,  the  father,  had  executed 
to  him  a  conveyance  of  the  same  in  fee  several  years  before 
the  deed  to  Brown,  but  it  was  not  procured  and  had  not 
been  registered,  and  it  had  been  cancelled.  It  was  clearly 
given  in  the  first  instance  as  an  occasional  deed  to  enable 
the  plaintiff  to  vote  at  an  election,  and  directly  afterwards- 
restored  to  the  grantor  to  be  cancelled,  which  was  effected 
by  mutilation.  No  money  was  paid  upon  such  conveyance,, 
and  though  the  grantor  had  said  he  was  indebted  to  the 
plaintiff,  his  son,  ft)r  assisting  him  in  his  farm,  it  appeared' 
to  me  on  the  whole  to  be  a  voluntary  conveyance  as  be-- 
tween  the  plaintiff  and  Brown,  a  subsequent  purchaser  for 
value  ;  so  that  without  regard  to  registration  (it  not  appear- 
ing that  old  Soper's  was  a  registered  title),  and  admitting 
that  as  between  father  and  son  the  occasional  deed  might 
be  operative  and  binding,  so  as  lo  have  imparted  an  estate 
to  the  plaintiff  not  liable  to  be  divested  by  the  destruction 
of  the  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  (which  the  instrument 
was),  yet  the  defendant  Brown  being  a  subsequent  bona 
fide  purchaser  for  value,  and  seemingly  ignorant  of~this 
transaction,  my  impression  was  that  he  had  a  right  to  treat 
it  as  a  voluntary  assignment,  void  as  against  him  under 
the  statute  27  Elizabeth,  chapter  4  ^,  and  I  directed  the 
jury  to  regard  that  instrument  as  a  nullity,  and  this  direction 
has  not  been  questioned.  The  case  then  rested  upon  the 
legality  of  the  distress.    It  appeared  to  me  the  defendant 
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Brown  had  shewn  title  to  the  locus  in  quo,  a  lease  thereto 
to  John  Soper,  and  rent  due  ;  accordingly,  that  the  distress 
seemed  justified.  There  was  a  question  as  to  the  right  of 
property  in  the  oxen,  also  in  some  wheat ;  but,  all  being 
found  on  the  place,  seemed  liable.  It  was  urged  that  a 
defect  of  fences  was  proved,  and  that  the  cattle  belonging 
to  plaintiff,  a  stranger,  could  not  be  seized,  without  proof 
that  they  had  been  levant  and  couchant :  to  which  I 
answered  that,  if  material,  the  levancy  and  couchancy  might 
be  inferred  from  the  evidence,  but  that  it  was  clear  (how- 
ever tlie  cattle  of  a  stranger)  that  they  had  not  escaped  by 
reason  ol  defective  fences,  but  had  been  voluntarily  intro- 
duced by  the  plaintiff.— 4  T.  R.  565  ;  2  Inst.  132-3.  It  was 
also  urged  that,  as  beasts  of  the  plough,  they  were  exempted 
by  law,  unless  after  proof  of  a  deficiency  of  other  distress  : 
to  which  I  answered,  that  however  available  such  a  ground 
would  be  to  the  tenant  himself,  or  his  subtenants,  that  it 
*could  not,  I  thought,  be  taken  by  the  plaintiff,  a  mere 
stranger,  in  tortious  possession,  and  not  holding  under  or 
vOn  behalf  of  the  defendant  Brown,  or  his  tenant,  but 
adversely  to  both.  The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff  32/.  7s.  6c?. 
damages,  being  the  value  of  the  chattels  seized  and  sold. 

In  Michaelmas  term  last,  a  rule  nisi  was  obtained  by 
defendant,  to  which  cause  was  shewn,  contending  that 
Brown  had  no  right  to  distrain  at  all. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — Upon  the  evidence,  as  reported  by  my 
;learned  brother,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  verdict  rendered 
for  the  plaintiff  in  this  case  was  proper,  and  should  be 
allowed  to  stand.  The  verdict  is  not  excessive;  it  is  for 
the  value  of  the  goods  merely,  which,  being  the  property  of 
the  plaintiff,  were  seized  upon  land  occupied  by  him 
(though,  to  be  sure,  it  was  included  in  the  lease  from  Brown 
to  John  Soper),  and  sold  as  a  distress  upon  a  claim  of  rent 
due  by  the  latter.  Laying  aside  for  the  present  any  claim 
to  exemption  from  distress,  which  particular  description 
of  goods  are  allowed  by  law  to  have  on  grounds  of  public 
policy,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  goods  of  a  stranger,  being 
upon  the  premises  demised,  may  be  distrained  for  rent  due 
by  the  tenant.    But  before  we  set  aside  this  verdict,  which 
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the  plaintiff  has  obtained,  we  must  be  satisfied  that,  under 
the  circumstances  of  this  particular  case,  the  distress  was 
legal ;  for  if  it  was  not,  it  would  be  hard  indeed  that  the 
plaintiff  should  not  have  that  redress  which  the  verdict,  if  it  . 
be  allowed  to  stand,  will  afford  him. 

In  my  opinion,  the  distress  was  clearly  illegal,  because, 
so  far  as  respects  the  rent  accruing  for  the  last  quarter  of 
the  term  demised,  it  was  made  more  than  six  months  after 
the  termination  of  the  lease,  and  was,  therefore,  not  autho- 
rised by  the  statute  8  Anne,  ch.  14,  sees.  6  &  7,  which  alone 
gives  to  landlords  the  right  to  distrain  after  the  term  ended. 
The  common  law  gave  no  such  remedy  except  while  the 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  subsisted.  It  is  further  to 
be  considered,  that  for  all  the  rent  claimed  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term,  viz.,  after  the  24th  November  1832,  there 
never  was  a  right  to  distrain  at  any  time — for  during  that 
period  John  Soper  was  only  tenant  at  sufferance — no  act 
having  been  done  by  Brown,  nor  any  act  of  Soper  acquiesced 
in  by  him,  which  could  turn  the  tenancy  at  sufferance  into 
a  tenancy  at  will,  and  upon  which  a  renewal  of  the  term 
for  another  year,  upon  the  former  rent,  could  be  implied. 
In  a  case  like  this,  debt  would  not  lie  for  the  rent  claimed 
after  the  lease  expired,  and  much  less  could  the  owner  of 
the  land  distrain. — Gilb.  Debt,  376.  When  the  tenant 
merely  holds  over,  after  the  certain  term  is  ended,  double 
value  may  be  recovered  of  him  in  an  action,  under  4  G. 
II.,  if  notice  has  been  given  by  the  landlord  ;  but  the 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  does  not  subsist,  nor  is  there, 
in  my  opinion,  any  remedy  by  distress.  When,  indeed,  the 
tenant,  by  the  terms  of  his  original  lease,  has  an  option  to 
extend  his  term  from  year  to  year,  and  gives  notice  that  he 
will  not  continue,  but  will  quit  the  premises  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  current  period,  and,  nevertheless,  in  disregard 
of  his  own  notice,  improperly  holds  over ;  then,  under  4  G. 
IL  ch.  19,  he  is  liable  not  to  double  value,  but  to  double 
rent ;  and  for  this  double  value  it  is  admitted  that  the  land- 
lord may  distrain  :  the  statute,  it  is  held,  fully  authorises  it^ 
and  it  is  reasonable — because  by  such  conduct  the  tenant 
is  considered  as  waiving  or  setting  aside  his  own  notice, 
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and  continuing  still  a  tenant  for  the  new  year  on  which  he 
has  entered  :  such  would  have  been  his  situation,  if  he  had 
not  given  the  notice  which  he  abandoned — and  the  only  dif- 
ference is,  that  he  is  made  to  pay  double  rent  instead  of 
single,  on  account  of  the  inconvenience  which  his  incon- 
stant conduct  may  have  thrown  upon  his  landlord ; — in  the 
latter  case  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  continues^ 
and  therefore  double  rent  is  given,  and  the  remedy  by  dis- 
tress ; — in  the  former  case,  because  there  is  no  tenancy,  it 
is  double  value  which  the  statute  gives,  not  double  rent — 
and  for  this  double  value  the  owner  of  the  fee  cannot  dis- 
train. In  such  case  I  think  he  cannot  distrain,  upon  the 
principle  that  there  is  really  no  tenancy,  independently  of 
the  objection  that  the  value  is  not  ascertained :  the  distinc- 
tion is  plainly  stated  in  Soulsby  v.  Neving. — 9  Ea.  312. 
In  this  case,  to  be  sure,  the  landlord  gave  no  notice  to  quit, 
and  therefore  what  is  said  of  double  value  would  not  apply ; 
but  it  is  equally  true,  nevertheless,  that  the  relation  of  land- 
lord and  tenant  is  wanting  here,  where  nothing  is  shewn  but 
the  mere  wrongful  holding  over. — 2  Saun.  284,  n.  2  ;  1  Rol. 
Ab.  672  ;  1  H.  Bl.  5,  311  ;  8  Ea.  360 ;  2  Taunt.  148. 

Upon  these  grounds  I  think  the  distress  illegal,  and  that 
the  plaintiff  should  retain  his  verdict ;  and  if  the  case  were 
doubtful  upon  this  main  ground,  it  would  be  material  to 
consider,  further,  that  even  if  the  mere  holding  over  by  John 
Soper  could  make  him  a  tenant,  and  liable  as  such  to  be 
distrained  upon,  still  he  did  not  actually  hold  over  the  pre- 
mises upon  which  the  distress  was  taken,  but  that  quarter 
of  the  lot  had  been  some  time  before  and  then  actually  was 
possessed  by  the  plaintiff  in  this  action  ;  so  that  in  truth  the 
plaintiff's  goods  were  seized  upon  premises  which  he  was 
himself  occupying,  to  pay  a  rent  claimed  of  a  third  person, 
who  neither  had  a  lease  of  these  premises,  nor  occupied 
them  by  himself,  nor  by  others,  for  the  period  in  respect  of 
which  the  rent  was  claimed.  I  am  inclined,  besides,  to 
think  that  the  oxen  of  the  plaintiff,  as  beasts  of  the  plough 
in  use,  were  privileged  at  all  events  from  distress,  if  there 
were  other  goods  sufficient ;  but  is  not  necessary  to  examine 
this  point.    I  think  the  rule  must  be  discharged. 
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SHERWOOD,  J. — I  concur  in  opinion  with  my  brother, 
that  the  verdict  should  not  be  disturbed.  With  respect  to 
the  question — how  far  the  mere  holding  over  of  the  tenant 
without  the  previous  consent  of  the  landlord  necessarily 
makes  him  a  tenant  from  year  to  year,  on  the  same  terms 
as  mentioned  in  the  expired  lease — I  am  of  opinion  it  has 
not  that  legal  effect.  To  constitute  a  demise,  there  must 
be  a  contract,  either  express  or  implied,  between  the  par- 
ties, for  the  possession  and  profit  of  lands  and  tenements 
on  the  one  side,  and  a  rent  or  recompense  to  be  paid  on 
the  other,  for  some  determined  period. — Bar.  Abr.  title, 
"  Lease." 

The  principle  to  be  extracted  from  all  the  cases,  as  to 
what  constitutes  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year,  where  the 
tenant  holds  over  after  the  term  stated  in  the  lease,  is  found 
in  the  case  of  Right.ex  dem.  Flower  v.  Darby  et  al. — 1  T.  R. 
156.  Lord  Mansfield  said  on  that  occasion,  "  if  there  be 
a  lease  for  a  year,  but  by  the  consent  of  both  parties  the 
tenant  continues  in  possession  afterwards,  the  law  implies 
a  tacit  renovation  of  the  contract — they  are  supposed  to  have 
renewed  the  old  agreement  which  was  to  hold  for  a  year." 
In  the  case  now  before  the  court,  the  evidence  does  not  shew 
that  the  landlord  ever  gave  his  express  consent  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  tenant's  possession  after  the  term  had  ended, 
nor  does  it  expressly  appear  that  the  plaintiff'  ever  requested 
permission  to  hold  as  tenant.  If  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  afforded  legal  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury,  to  decide 
whether  the  parties  intended  to  continue  the  relation  of 
landlord  and  tenant  on  the  same  terms  as  stated  in  the  ex- 
pired lease,  and  the  jury  had  found  the  fact  to  be  so,  the 
plaintiff  must  have  been  considered  as  tenant  from  year 
to  year.  The  intention  of  the  parties,  however,  was  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  and  not  a  conclusion  of  law ;  and  as  the  jury  have 
not  found  the  fact,  I  think  the  plaintiff  must  be  considered 
to  have  been  merely  a  tenant  at  sufferance  from  the  time  the 
written  lease  expired  ;  in  such  a  case  no  distress  can  legally 
be  made,  because  the  continuation  of  the  tenant's  posses- 
sion is  adverse  and  tortious,  although  its  inception  was> 
lawful. 
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The  cases  of  Doe  ex  dem.  Cheney  v.  Butler,  and  Knight 
V.  Bennett,  go  to  establish  the  principle  that  where  there  is 
no  express  contract  between  the  parties,  their  intention  to 
continue  the  lease  upon  the  original  terms  is  a  matter  of  fact 
determinable  by  the  jury,  on  evidence  admitted  by  the  court. 
—Cow.  243  ;  3  Bing.  361. 

Macaulay,  J. — A  question  has  been  raised,  not  made  at 
the  trial,  but  very  proper  now  to  be  considered  in  determi- 
ning whether  this  verdict  be  legal  or  not,  viz.,  whether  the 
defendant  Brown,  had  any  right  to  distrain  at  all.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  lease  for  a  year  expired  1st  November, 
1832,  and  that  under  the  statute  8  Ann,  c.  14,  s.  6,  the  land- 
lord could  not  distrain  for  any  arrears  of  rent  due  up  to  that 
period  after  the  expiration  of  six  months.  That  he  however 
did  distrain  in  September,  1833,  nearly  a  year  afterwards^ 
for  rent  partly  due  under  the  lease  and  partly  for  that 
accrued  since,  during  the  time  the  tenant  had  held  over. — 
2  Camp.  115;  11  Ea.  395;  Yel.  148;  11  Mod.  209 ;  1  Ea. 
139;  1  Esp.  237;  4  Camp.  136. 

It  would  seem  clear,  that  unless  the  holding  over  can  be 
regarded  as  a  protraction  or  continuance  of  the  original 
term,  the  landlord  Brown  was  not  entitled  to  distrain  for 
any  rent  due  for  the  first  year  after  the  lapse  of  six  months, 
and  consequently,  that  so  far  the  distress  was  excessive. 
It  would  not  follow  that  it  was  altogether  illegal;  that 
would  depend  upon  his  right  to  distrain  for  the  quarter 
expired  of  the  current  year  in  w^hich  the  tenant  held  over. — 
6  D.  &  R.  160;  4  B.  &  C.  51.  I  am  not  free  from  doubts 
upon  the  latter  point  as  a  general  question,  but  inasmuch 
as  it  is  manifest  that  however  such,  tenant  may  have  holden 
over  the  residue  of  the  lot,  he  did  not  and  could  not  have 
so  held  the  locus  in  quo^  the  south  quarter,  (for  it  was  proved 
to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  plaintilT,  upon  a  distinct  claim 
of  his  own,  equally  adverse  to  the  landlord  and  tenant). 
The  tenant  being  out  of  possession  of  this  portion  of  the 
premises,  and  not  holding  over  the  same,  it  would  seem  to 
follow  that  upon  such  portion,  so  holden  adversely  by  the 
plaintiff,  the  defendant  Brown  could  not  distrain  at  all,  not 
for  rent  accrued  during  the  first  year,  for  two  reasons,  first, 
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because  six  months  had  elapsed ;  second,  because  the  tenant 
had  ceased  to  continue  in  possession ;  aisd  he  could  not 
distrain  for  the  rent  subsequently  claimed  to  be  due  by- 
such  tenant,  because  that  tenant  did  not  hold  over  and  wa* 
not  in  possession  of  the  fifty  acres  held  by  the  plaintiff.  I 
concur  with  the  rest  of  the  court  therefore  in  deeming  the 
verdict  right,  relying  principally  upon  this  ground. 

Per  Cur, — Rule  discharged. 


Ducat  v.  Green. 

Where  certain  matters  in  difference  between  A.  and  B.  were  referred  to  arbitra- 
tion, and  also  "  all  costs  of  suit  commenced  or  prosecuted  by  either  party ^ 
whether  civil  or  criminal,"  and  the  arbitrators  awarded  that  B.  should  pay  a 
large  sum  to  A.  and  also  all  costs  of  suits :  Held  that  the  award  was  suffi- 
ciently final  without  stating  that  the  suits  should  cease,  and  that  it  could  not  be 
impeached,  because  damages  had  been  estimated  by  the  arbitrators  on  some 
matters  into  which  they  should  not  have  inquired. 

On  the  27th  September,  1834,  the  parties  in  this  cause 
entered  into  bonds  of  arbitration.  A  general  reference  ta 
these  arbitrators  or  any  two  of  them,  using  all  the  ordinary 
terms,  and  adding,  "  and  also  all  costs  of  suits  commenced 
or  defended  by  either  party,  either  civil  or  criminal,"  and 
the  costs  of  the  arbitration  to  be  in  the  discretion  of  the 
arbitrators;  award  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  14th  October 
next.  On  which  day  two  of  the  arbitrators  awarded  that 
Green  should  pay  to  Ducat,  on  the  3rd  day  of  November 
then  next,  207Z.  3s.  6f^.,  and  should  also  pay  all  the  costs 
of  the  said  suit,  both  civil  and  criminal,  to  be  taxed  by  the 
proper  officer,  that  each  bear  his  own  costs  of  the  award, 
and  that  on  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  207Z.  3^.  6cZ.,  and 
also  the  costs  of  the  said  suit,  the  parties  shall  execute 
mutual  general  releases  of  all  actions,  causes  of  action,  bills,, 
bonds,  specialties,  &c.  &c. 

There  appeared  to  have  been  an  action  of  assumpsit  and 
an  action  of  trespass  commenced  by  Ducat  against  Green, 
the  costs  in  which  were  taxed  by  the  master  at  7L  1  Is.  2d. 
and  1/.  14s.  8c?.,  and  an  indictment  at  the  Quarter  Sessions,, 
against  Green  and  others  for  assault,  &c.  in  which  Ducat 
was  prosecutor,  and  in  which  the  clerk  of  the  peace  taxed 
the  costs  at  61.  Is.  Sd. 
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InMiohaelmas  term  last,  Sullivan  moved  to  set  aside  the 
■award,  iproducing  affidavits,  on  which  he  founded  an  objec- 
tion, that  the  arbitrators  had  mistaken  the  law;  that  the 
award  was  not  final,  as  not  providing  that  the  criminal  suit 
shonld  cease  ;  that  the  arbitrators  decided  on  matters 
illegally  submitted;  that  the  award  evinced  prejudice;  that 
"the  arbitrators  took  matters  into  consideration,  in  estimating 
damages,  over  which  they  had  no  authority  to  enquire. 

Spragge  shewed  cause,  and  produced  affidavits  explain- 
ing the  ground  of  the  award  in  part,  by  way  of  answer  to 
the  defendant's  affidavits. 

Per  Cur. — We  see  no  ground  on  which  relief  can  be 
afforded,  though  it  is  a  case  in  which  we  would  gladly  lay 
Jiold  of  any  reason  that  would  legally  justify  us  in  throwing 
open  this  matter,  for  we  are  strongly  impressed  against  the 
justice  of  the  award  ;  but  the  parties  were  both  heard — 
nothing  was  awarded  upon  that  was  not  submitted,  and  the 
award  is  final,  and  on  the  face  of  it  unexceptionable.  All 
that  can  be  said  is,  that  the  award  is  for  a  sum  much  beyond 
what  seems  reasonable,  but  we  cannot  say  it  is  a  case  in 
which  we  can  interfere  on  such  ground. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Glynn  v.  Dunlop. 

It  was  considered  no  ground  for  setting  aside  an  arrest  on  a  capias  ad  satisfacien- 
dum, that  several  terms  had  elapsed  after  the  return  of  the  executions  against 
goods  before  the  capias  ad  satisfaciendum  issued. 

In  June  1831,  this  cause  was  pending,  and  on  the  20th 
of  that  month  defendant  filed  a  rejoinder  to  plaintiff's  repli- 
cation. On  the  19th  August  1831,  a  four-day  rule  was  taken 
out  by  defendant  for  plaintiff  to  enter  the  issue,  and  served 
on  the  26th  August.  On  the  21st  November  1831,  judgment 
of  non  pros,  was  signed  for  not  bringing  in  the  issue.  On 
the  24th  November  1831,  Ji.  fa.  issued  on  this  judgment, 
which  was  returned  nulla  bona;  on  the  29th  June,  1832,  an 
alias  Ji.  Ja.  was  taken  out,  also  returned  nulla  bona.  On 
the  5th  November  1834,  the  plaintiff  was  arrested  on  a  ca. 
sa.  returnable  this  present  term.  The  rule  to  enter  the  issue 
was  served  on  the  plaintiff's  attorney ;  and  an  application 
was  made  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  to  set  aside  this  ca.  sa., 
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and  that  he  might  be  discharged — 1st,  for  irregularity  in 
obtaining  the  judgment  of  nonpros. ;  and  2nd,  for  the  long 
delay  in  suing  out  execution  against  the  person.  An  affida- 
vit wasfiled,  in  which  the  plaintiff  swore  that  defendant  had 
long  ago  left  this  province,  which  induced  him  to  forbear 
proceeding,  and  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  judgment  of 
non  pros,  till  he  was  taken  lately  on  the  ca.  sa. 
Spragge  for  defendant. 

The  Court  discharged  the  rule,  saying,  that  as  to  the  first 
ground  it  Avas  too  late  to  object  to  the  judgment  of  non  pros, 
for  irregularity  (if  it  were  irregular),  after  a  lapse  of  more 
than  three  years,  and  several  writs  of  execution  taken  out 
and  returned. — 1  M.  &  S.  478.  As  to  the  second  ground, 
the  court  saw  no  reason  to  interfere — the  judgment  being  in 
force — and  no  scire  facias  being  necessary  under  the  cir 
eumstances. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 

Banker  v.  Griffin. 

Mesne  process  cannot  issue  under  the  Absconding  Debtors'  Act,  until  three 
months  have  elapspd  from  the  first  advertisement  under  the  attachment. 

In  Michaelmas  Term  last,  a  motion  was  made  by  defen- 
dant to  set  aside  the  service  of  the  writ  and  all  subsequent 
proceedings,  with  costs,  for  irregularity,  on  the  following 
affidavits  :  defendant  swore  that  he  was  never  served  with 
any  process,  paper  or  writing  of  any  description  in  this  cause ; 
that  he  never  absconded  to  avoid  service  of  process ;  that 
he  had  sued  plaintiff  in  Orleans  County,  New  York,  and 
obtained  judgment  against  him  ;  that  plaintiff  appealed— 
and  that  in  April  last  defendant  went  to  the  States  to  pre- 
pare for  the  appeal ;  that  in  June  he  returned  to  his  place 
of  abode  to  get  some  papers,  and  then  returned  to  New 
York  and  stayed  there  till  September  last,  when  he  returned 
to  this  province.  John  Griffin,  his  father,  in  an  affidavit 
sworn  September  1832,  swore  that  defendant  always  lived 
with  him,  and  that  no  paper,  &c.  in  this  cause  had  ever 
been  served  on  him  (deponent) ,  or  left  at  his  place  of  abode, 
that  he  knew  of.  In  another  affidavit,  sworn  last  October, 
he  swore  that  his  son  was  absent  from  15th  April  to  26th 
June  last ;  that  some  day  between  the  end  of  May  and  10th 
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of  June  the  deputy  sheriff  came  to  deponent's  house  and 
enquired  for  defendant,  and  left  there  a  copy  of  a  writ  of 
capias  ad  respondendum  :  this  was  confirmed  by  the  affida- 
vits of  two  other  persons  present  at  the  time.  In  answer, 
Yager,  the  deputy  sheriff,  swore  that  on  29th  May  1834  he 
left  a  copy  of  a  plw\  ca.  re.  in  this  cause  at  defendant's  last 
place  of  abode  with  a  grown  up  person  there,  and  William 
H.  Walker  swore  that  he  affixed  a  copy  in  the  crown  office 
of  the  Midland  District  on  the  16th  May  1834. 

Damages  were  assessed  in  this  case  at  Kingston  in  1833, 
and  in  Michaelmas  following  defendant  moved  to  set  aside 
the  service  of  the  writ  and  all  subsequent  proceedings,  for 
irregularity,  and  a  rule  nm,  granted  on  that  motion,  was 
made  absolute  by  Mr.  Justice  Sherwood  at  chambers  12th 
January  1834. 

The  Court  saw  no  irregularity  in  the  proceedings  last 
had  and  discharged  the  rule,  remarking  that  if  the  defen- 
dant had  indeed  not  absconded,  and  did  not  come  within 
the  scope  of  the  Absconding  Debtors'  Act,  the  fourth  clause 
of  that  statute  points  out  his  remedy;  that  upon  such  a 
statement  as  the  defendant's  affidavit  contained,  the  court 
would  not  summarily  interfere,  and  they  deemed  the  ser- 
vice of  proceedings,  since  the  order  setting  aside  the  service, 
&c.  in  January  1834,  to  have  been  regularly  made. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Myers  v.  Howard  et  al. 

Where  a  statute  gave  power  to  certain  persons  to  enter  on  lands  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  a  bridge,  to  quarry  stone  to  keep  the  bridge  in  repair,  &c.  doing  no 
unnecessary  damage  therein  :  Held  that  the  power  must  be  strictly  pursued, 
and  that  any  abuse  of  it  by  excess  was  punishable  in  trespass. 

Trespass  brought  against  the  defendants  for  quarrying  a 
quantity  of  stone  on  the  plaintiff's  land.  The  plaintiff  is 
the  proprietor  of  land  near  the  River  Trent,  where  a  bridge 
has  been  recently  constructed,  under  the  authority  of  a  pro- 
vincial statute,  3  W.  IV.  ch.  34. 

One  of  the  defendants  was  a  contractor  with  the  p^iblic 
commissioners  for  building  the  bridge,  the  others  were 
workmen  employed  under  him.  They  had  taken  up  a 
quantity  of  stone  on  the  plaintiff's  land  for  the  purpose  of 

Q  VOL.  IV. 


1  14  king's  bench,  HILARY  TERM,  5  WILL.  IV. 


building  the  bridge,  but  the  plaintiff  complained  that  they 
had  not  exercised  the  power  given  by  the  act,  with  a  due 
regard  to  his  interests;  that  instead  of  taking  the  stone,  as 
they  might  have  done,  from  one  or  two  places  near  the 
river,  and  adjacent  to  the  bridge,  they  had  encroached  more 
upon  his  land  than  was  necess^ary,  and  had  disfigured  his 
ground,  by  breaking  it  up  in  a  nomber  of  places  and  open- 
ing many  more  quarries  than  there  was  any  occasion  for, 
except  merely  for  the  greater  convenience  of  getting  the 
stone  near  the  surface  ;  there  was  some  complaint  also 
against  the  defendants  for  burning  some  rails  which  belonged 
to  the  plaintiff.     Upon  the  trial  several  witnesses  declared 
that  an  unnecessary  number  of  quarries  had  been  opened  ; 
that  the  soil  had  been  broken  up  in  various  places,  without 
apparent  necessity,  the  holes  not  being  filled  up  again,  and 
the  loose  fragments  being  suffered  to  encumber  the  surface 
adjacent  to  the  excavation.     It  also  appeared  that  the 
defendant's  workmen  had  burnt  rails  of  the  plaintiff,  but 
they  were  not  consumed  in  the  business  of  the  defendant, 
nor  did  he  or  his  foreman  seem  to  have  encouraged  or 
connived  at  the  misconduct  of  his  labourers.    On  the  other 
hand,  there  was  evidence  that  from  the  nature  of  the  ground 
opened  no  substantial  damage  could  have  been  sustained 
by  the  plaintiff,  and  that  no  vexatious  or  wanton  injury 
could  be  attributed  to  the  defendants.    Upon  the  whole,  it 
formed  questions  for  the  jury — 1st,  Whether  the  defendants 
had  been  guilty  of  any  excess  in  exercising  the  license 
which  the  act  conferred  on  the  contractor  to  the  commis- 
sioners ;  or  in  other  words,  whether,  in  procuring  the  stone, 
he  had  done  as  little  damage  as  might  be  in  the  execution 
of  the  powers  granted  to  hirn  in  that  behalf?    2nd,  Whether 
he  had  so  far  directly  or  tacitly  acquiesced  in  the  destruction 
of  the  plaintiff's  rails,  as  to  render  himself  responsible  for 
it  ?    Macaulay,  J.,  who  tried  the  cause  at  the  last  assizes 
for  the  district  of  Newcastle,  reported — that  in  his  opinion 
there  was  little  satisfactory  evidence  on  the  first  point,  and 
less  on  the  last.    That  although  from  the  evidence  it  might 
be  inferred  that  the  description  of  the  soil  was  unnecessarily 
extended,  yet  he  did  not  perceive  proof  of  any  actual  damage 
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resulting  therefrom,  the  locus  in  quo  being  uncultivated 
grounds  along  the  margin  of  tlie  Trent,  the  opening  of  which 
occasioned  material  detriment  to  the  plaintiff.    It  was  con- 
tended for  the  plaintiff,  that  the  contractor  was  not  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  the  act  without  shewing  an  authority 
from  the  commissioners  to  enter,  as  their  agent,  upon  the 
plaintiff's  lands;  but  Macaulay,  J.,  thought  that  being  their 
contractor  the  statute  gave  him  authority  without  its  being 
expressly  conferred  by  the  commissioners.    For  an  excess 
he  thought  trespass  a  proper  remedy,  and  under  the  general 
issue  the  special  matter  of  defence  consisted  of  matters  of 
fact  exclusively,  namely — whether  the  defendant  had  un- 
necessarily committed  any  excess  of  damage  to  the  plaintiff 
unauthorised  by  the  act.    That  although  he  would  have 
been  better  satisfied  with  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  or  for 
a  nominal  sum  only,  he  could  not  say  he  thought  the  jury 
evinced  any  intemperate  feeling  against  the  defendant,  or 
that  they  did  not  appear  to  have  acted  conscientiously  in 
the  verdict  they  pronounced.     In  the  course  of  the  case  it 
was  (upon  being  urged  on  the  part  of  the  defendant)  inci- 
dentally stated  by  Macaulay,  J.,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not 
entitled  to  demand  any  remuneration  from  the  commis- 
sioners for  damages  occasioned  in  the  taking  such  stone  as 
was  strictly  required  for  the  bridge  and  authorised  by  the 
act.    The  jury  however  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff, 
with  71,  10s.  damages. 

A  rule  nisi,  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  was  obtained  in 
Michaelmas  term  last  by  the  defendant,  who  shewed  cause. 

Robinson,  C.  J. —  (after  stating  the  case). — The  statute 
(13  sec.)  gives  "  to  the  commissioners,  their  agents  or  work- 
men, contractors  or  servants,  authority  to  enter  upon  the 
lands  of  any  person  or  persons,  and  to  take  and  carry  away 
stone  and  other  materials  out  of  any  lands  of  any  person 
adjoining  or  lying  contiguous  to  the  bridge,  which  may  be 
necessary  for  constructing  and  keeping  in  repair  the  bridge 
and  the  approaches  thereto,  and  to  place,  lay,  work  and 
manufacture  the  said  materials  on  the  ground  near  to  the 
place  where  the  said  works  shall  be  intended  to  be  made  ; 
and  to  construct,  make  and  do  all  other  matters  and  things 
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which  they  shall  think  necessary  and  convenient  for  the 
making,  completing,  &c.  the  said  bridge,  &c.,  in  pursuance 
and  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act ;  they, 
the  said  commissioners,  doing  as  little  damage  as  may  be 
in  the  execution  of  the  powers  granted  to  them." 

The  15th  and  21st  sections  of  the  act  were  referred  to  in 
the  argument,  but  they  have  no  application,  in  my  opinion, 
except  to  cases  in  which  the  damages  done  is  such  as  the 
act  permits.  Where  it  can  be  truly  imputed  to  the  com- 
missioners, contractors,  &c.  that  they  have  gone  beyond  the 
authority  of  the  act,  and  have  committed  trespass,  there  is 
nothing  to  restrain  the  party  from  resorting  at  once  to  an 
action  of  trespass.  He  may  however,  if  he  pleases,  admit 
the  right  of  the  contractors  to  do  what  they  have  done — and 
in  that  case  he  could  proceed  to  urge  his  claim  in  the  man- 
ner provided  in  those  and  other  clauses  of  the  act. 

The  statute  allows  the  general  issue  to  be  pleaded ;  it 
was  therefore  unnecessary  for  the  defendants  to  plead  the 
statute  specially,  nor  had  the  plaintiff  occasion  or  opportu- 
nity to  allege  specially  in  pleading  the  excess  of  which  he 
complains  ;  it  all  depends  upon  the  evidence.  The  learned 
judge  at  the  trial,  charged  the  jury,  as  I  think,  correctly, 
that  the  authority  given  by  the  act,  though  for  a  public  pur- 
pose, was  to  be  closely  pursued,  since  it  was  given  with  a 
qualification  that  no  unnecessary  damage  should  be  done  ; 
and,  moreover,  upon  general  principles  of  law,  acts  which 
give  powers  infringing  upon  private  rights  are  to  be  con- 
strued with  a  strict  regard  to  the  property  of  the  subject, 
allowing  no  undue  extension  of  the  terms  in  which  the 
authority  is  conferred.  The  case  seems  to  have  gone  fairly 
lo  the  jury  in  that  respect,  and  they  found  for  the  plaintiff. 

Considering  the  whole  complexion  of  this  case,  that  the 
ground  is  represented  as  being  all  stony,  and  of  little  value 
for  cultivation  ;  that  there  is  no  impuiation  of  any  unworthy 
motive  ;  that  the  witnesses  differed  in  opinion  as  to  whether 
the  opening  of  several  quarries  was  necessary  or  not — the 
jury  would  have  been  well  warranted,  I  think,  in  finding  a 
different  verdict,  for  I  do  not  see  anything  to  tend  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  defendants  acted  otherwise  in  quarrying 
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the  stone  than  the  proprietor  of  the  iand  would  generally  do 
in  pursuing  the  same  object;  nevertheless,  they  were  the 
proper  judges  whether  the  powers  of  the  act  were  abused  ; 
and  as  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  support  their  verdict, 
it  should  not  be  for  disturbing  it  in  a  case  of  this  small 
amount,  merely  because  the  damages  were  assessed  at  ra- 
ther too  much,  or  because  the  evidence  was  contradictory  ; 
but  it  seems  that  at  the  trial  the  jury  were  charged  under 
the  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  learned  judge  that  the 
statute  gave  no  recompense  in  damages  for  the  value  of 
the  materials  taken,  and  this  consideration  was  likely  to 
influence  the  jury  strongly,  both  as  to  the  amount  of  their 
verdict  and  as  to  their  holding  the  defendants  strictly  to  a 
careful  exercise  of  the  powers  given  by  the  act.  Now,  we 
are  all  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  could,  under  the  act, 
have  claimed  compensation  for  the  value  of  the  stone,  in 
the  same  manner  as  for  land  occupied — and  that  in  this 
respect  the  jury  were  under  a  wrong  impression,  in  conse- 
quence of  what  was  stated  to  them  at  the  trial — and  there 
should,  on  that  account,  be  a  new  trial,  with  costs,  to  abide 
the  event. 

Sherwood,  J.,  concurred. 

Macaulay,  J.  (after  stating  the  case) — I  think  I  was  in 
error  at  the  trial  in  stating  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled 
to  demand  remuneration  for  the  stone  taken,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  to  this  extent  is  entitled  to  compensation.  A  con- 
trary idea  may  have  operated  with  the  jury  unfavorably  to 
the  defendant,  and  his  case  was,  I  think,  entitled  to  go  to 
them,  without  any  prejudice  or  false  impression  touching 
the  law  of  the  matter.  Remuneration  being  provided  by 
the  statute,  it  may  not  unreasonably  be  argued  that  to 
sustain  trespass,  the  excess  complained  of  should  be  a 
malicious,  vexatious,  wanton,  or  wilful  disregard  of  the 
plaintiff's  right,  and  not  merely  an  inadvertent  excess, 
unintentionally  committed  in  the  bona  fide  exercise  of  the 
license  conferred  by  law,  without  culpable  negligence,  or 
manifest  or  apparent  desire  to  injure  or  annoy  the  plaintifT. 
Deeming  the  case  on  the  merits  by  no  means  strong  in  the 
plaintiff's  favour,  and  apprehending  that  any  misconception 
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of  the  true  import  of  the  statute,  on  the  score  of  compensa- 
tion, may  have  had  an  infiaenee  with  the  jury  to  the  disad- 
vantage^of  the  defence,  I  concur  in  a  new  trial. 

Per  Cur — .Rule  absolute. 


Fisher  et  al.  v.  Beach. 

Where  a  defendant  moved  to  set  aside  an  attachnnent  and  subsequent  proceedingg 
under  the  Absconding  Debtors'  Act,  several  months  after  the  last  proceeding 
was  had,  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiffs  were  not  inhabitants  of  the  province, 
but  filed  no  affidavit  shewing  that  he  was  not  indebted  to  any  inhabitant  of  the 
province,  the  cowrt  refused  the  rule  and  left  him  to  his  action. 

Tiffany,  for  the  defendant,  moved  in  Mchaelmas  term 
last  to  set  aside  the  warrant  of  attachment,  process  and  all 
subsequent  proceedmgs,  for  irregularity,  on  the  ground  that 
the  plaintiffs  were  residents  in  Lower  Canada,  and  have 
been  continually  resident  in  Lower  Canada  for  two  years 
next  preceding  the  date  of  the  affidavit  made,  and  have 
neither  of  them  been  resident  in  Upper  Canada  within  that 
period. 

The  attachment  issued  21st  October  1833;  further  pro- 
ceedings have  been  had  but  no  verdict  taken. 

Per  Cur. — Since  defendant  has  delayed  so  long  moving 
we  ought  not  to  interpose  summarily  after  a  lapse  of  so 
many  months,  and  thus  leave  officers  and  others  subject  to 
actions  for  what  has  been  done  under  an  attachment  regu- 
lar on  the  face  of  it  and  supported  by  sufficient  affidavits. 
The  defendant's  counsel  says  he  moves  this  on  behalf  of 
B^ach  ;  if  so,  as  Beach  must  know  if  he  is  indebted  to  any 
inhabitant  of  this  Province,  when  he  went  away  he  might 
have  stated  that  he  was  not.  This  is  not  done.  The  defen- 
dant was  an  inhabitant  of  this  province,  he  is  not  shewn  to 
have  returned ;  his  absconding  is  not  contradicted ;  it  is 
not  very  probable  that  he  was  in  fact  not  indebted  to  any 
person  in  this  Province.  If  the  truth  be  so,  he  may  put  the 
matter  to  proof  in  an  action  if  he  pleases. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 
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Van  Egmond  et  al  v.  Jones. 

Where  on  a  reference  between  A.  and  B.,  A's  agent  atfended  on  his  behalf,  and 
after  B.  had  .^iven  evidence  to  the  amount  of  2001.,  retirecP, understanding  Irom 
the  arbitrators  that  the  case  was  closed,  and  B.  in  his  absence  induced  two  of 
the  arbitrators  to  award  him  lOOOZ.,  the  third  rel'using  to  consent.  The  award 
was  set  aside  on  payment  of  costs. 

The  Solicitor  General  moved  in  Michaelmas  term  last  to 
set  aside  the  award  made  between  the  parties  in  this  cause. 
The  defendant  is  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canada 
Company,  and  the  plaintiffs  having  a  claim  upon  them,  the 
amount  of  which  was  in  dispute,  relating  to  work  done  by 
him  in  opening  a  new  road,  the  matter  was  referred  to  arbi- 
tration, the  defendant  giving  his  personal  bond  to  the  plain- 
tiffs and  receiving  their  bonds  to  him.  On  the  meeting  of 
the  arbitrators  this  matter  was  investigated,  Mr.  Prior 
attending  as  agent  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Jones.  In  his  affidavit 
he  swore  that  he  did  not  leave  the  arbitrators  before  he 
understood  that  the  case  was  closed  and  that  no  further 
evidence  was  to  be  produced,  and  that  under  this  impres- 
sion he  departed.  His  statement  was  confirmed  by  the 
evidence  of  one  of  the  arbitrators.  But  after  Mr.  Prior  was 
gone,  the  plaintiff  made  a  long  statement  to  the  arbitrators 
of  his  services  to  the  Canada  Company  in  this  and  other 
matters,  and  the  losses  and  inconvenience  he  had  sustained,  > 
and  claimed  heavy  damages.  Two  of  the  arbitrators  made 
an  award  in  his  favour  for  1000/.,  the  third  arbitrator  retired, 
refusing  to  take  any  part  in  their  proceedings.  After  the 
award  was  made  Van  Egmond  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Canada  Company,  in  terms  shewing 
at  least  that  he  thought  he  had  gained  an  advantage  over 
them,  and  tending  to  confirm  the  idea  that  the  opportunity 
was  afforded  by  the  absence  of  Mr.  Prior  or  any  other 
person  on  behalf  of  the  defendant.  To  rebut  the  case,  the 
plaintiff  filed  two  affidavits  negativing  some  part  of  the 
statements  of  Mr.  Prior  and  of  the  arbitrator  who  retired, 
but  leaving  material  parts  unanswered. 

Robinson,  C.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  this  rule  should  be  made  absolute. 
The  affidavits  of  Mr.  Prior  and  Mr.  Allan  disclose  a  case  of 
flagrant  misconduct  on  the  part  ©f  the  two  arbitrators  who 
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made  the  award.  Their  statements  are  in  a  certain  degree 
(but  not  in  a  satisfactory  manner)  repelled  by  the  affidavits 
of  Anthony  Van  Egmond  and  Mr.  Cornish,  but  the  most 
material  allegations  are  left  unanswered.  It  is  not  denied 
that  the  only  evidence  received  related  to  the  work  appraised 
by  the  arbitrators  at  200Z.,  and  that  after  the  agent  of  one  of 
the  parties  had  retired,  without  any  reason  being  given  him 
to  apprehend  that  demands  were  to  be  urged  of  an  indefinite 
amount  for  damages  respecting  the  work  and  for  other 
claims,  a  statement  was  made  by  one  of  the  plaintiffs,  upon 
which  statement  alone  an  award  was  given  for  the  sum  of 
lOOOZ.  The  letter  of  one  of  the  plaintiffs  (the  same  who 
addressed  the  arbitrators)  announcing  that  award,  is  an 
extraordinary  document,  and  tends  stroMgly  to  corroborate 
the  allegations  against  the  award.  It  woold,  in  our  opinion, 
be  most  unjust  to  allow  such  an  award^  so  made,  to  be 
conclusi  ve.  It  should  be  set  aside,  hut  on  payment  of  costs, 
for  the  defendant,  or  some  agent  or  attorney  for  him,  should 
have  attended  upon  the  arbitration  in  a  manner  more  busi- 
ness-like, than  appears  to  have  been  done.  It  is  positively 
denied  that  the  case  was  gone  through,  or  that  it  was  stated 
to  Mr.  Prior  that  the  evidence  was  concluded.  Except  as 
to  the  costs,  however,  we  have  no  hesitation.  The  plaintiffs 
have  seen  the  statements  made  on  the  affidavits  filed  last 
term,  and  have  met  them  in  a  most  imperfect  manner,  not 
specifying  what  sum  they  had  claimed  while  Mr.  Prior  was 
present  or  before  the  bond  was  entered  into,  and  not  stating 
on  what  pretence  or  on  what  evidence  lOOOZ.  was  allowed 
to  them. 

It  is  evident  from  the  letter  that  these  points  could  not  be 
satisfactorily  answered. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute  on  payment  of  costs. 

Parent  t.  M'Mahon. 

Where,  after  process  served,  the  parties  came  to  a  settlement,  and  the  plaintiif 
agreed  to  pay  his  own  costs,  but  notwithstanding  the  attorney  went  on,  think- 
ing that  the  defendant  should  pay  the  costs,  the  proceedings  were  set  aside  for 
irregularity. 

Soon  after  the  process  issued  in  this  cause,  the  defendant, 
wishing  to  avoid  the  expense  of  a  law  suit,  sent  a  person 
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to  settle  with  the  plaintiff,  and  a  settlement  was  agreed  to, 
defendant  paying  a  small  sum,  giving  a  note  for  another 
small  amount,  and  each  party  agreeing  to  pay  his  own  costs. 
Mr.  Hall  was  plaintiff's  attorney— but  the  parties  thinking, 
as  it  appeared,  that  Mr.  Richardson,  his  partner,  had  the 
conducting  of  the  suit,  a  writing  to  the  following  efiect, 
signed  by  the  plaintiff,  was  addressed  to  him  :  "  Mr.  Char- 
les Richardson,  barrister-at-law, — This  is  to  certify  that  I 
have  this  day  settled  with  Patrick  M'Mahon,  and  received 
payment  in  full — part  in  cash,  and  the  remainder  by  note 
of  hand — any  cost  incurred  I  will  pay."  This  receipt  was, 
without  delay,  taken  to  Mr.  Hall,  the  plaintiff's  attorney, 
by  the  defendant — who  thinking,  as  he  said,  that  his  i^lient 
must  have  been  misled  when  he  gave  it,  and  thinking  also 
that  the  defendant  should  pay  his  costs,  did  not  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  settlement,  but  proceeded  with  the  suit,  and  has 
since  filed  a  declaration  and  demanded  a  plea.  It  was  not 
shewn  that  the  plaintiff  authorised  this  subsequent  proceed- 
ing, or  denied  the  settlement,  or  that  the  attorney  had  re- 
ferred to  him  for  information  or  instruction.  A  rule  nisi 
having  been  obtained  by  Cary  to  set  aside  these  proceedings, 
Richardson  shewed  cause. 

Per  Cur, — Upon  the  case  stated  we  think  the  rule  should 
be  made  absolute.  It  is  in  the  power  of  a  plaintiff  to  com- 
promise, if  there  be  no  collusion  to  defraud  the  attorney ; 
and  when  he  does  so,  and  undertakes  to  pay  his  own  costs, 
his  attorney  has  no  right  to  proceed,  in  order  to  force  the 
costs  from  the  other  party.  The  plaintiff  may  release  his 
action  at  any  time — his  wish  must  prevail. 

Per  Cwr.— -Rule  absolute. 


Crooks  v.  Chisholm  and  Cameron. 

If  a  bond  of  submission  contain  a  clause  that  the  submission  shall  be  made  a 
rule  of  court,  it  is  not  necessary  that  an  agreement  enlarging  the  time  should 
be  made  a  rule  of  court  as  well  as  the  submission,  and  it  is  too  late  to  object  to 
an  award  after  a  lapse  of  four  terms  from  the  publication,  and  an  attachment 
granted  for  non-performance. 

O^Reilly  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  set  aside  the  attachment, 
award,  &c.  in  this  cause,  under  the  following  circumstances. 
On  the  21st  August  1833,  the  parties  entered  into  bonds  of 
submission  to  abide  by  the  award  of  Andrew  Steven  and 
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Edmund  Ritchie,  touching  more  particularly  a  suit  brought 
in  this  court  by  Crooks  against  Chisholm,  and  referring 
(besides  this)  generally  all  causes  of  action,  demands,  &c. 
between  the  said  parties.  Award  to  be  made  by  the  1st 
November  next ;  and  in  case  they  should  not  agree  then  to 
stand  to  the  award  of  Colin  C.  Ferrie,  to  be  made  on  or 
before  the  2nd  November  next — submission  to  be  made  a 
rule  of  court,  pursuant  to  the  statute  ;  costs  of  the  suit  and 
of  the  arbitration  to  follow  the  event  of  the  award.  On  the 
31st  January  1834,  Colin  C.  Ferrie  made  an  award,  reciting 
the  submission  as  above  ;  and  that  the  parties  had  by  agree- 
ment, under  their  seals,  dated  26th  October  last,  agreed  that 
the  time  for  making  the  award  should  be  enlarged  till  the 
1st  February  ;  and  that  Steven  and  Ritchie  had  not  made 
any  award,  whereby  the  composing  of  the  differences  had 
fallen  wholly  upon  him  ;  that  be  had  heard  the  evidence  of 
Crooks  ;  and  that  the  defendants,  having  been  duly  notified^ 
had  not  appeared — and  he  published  his  award,  that  defen- 
dants should  pay  plaintiff  2151.  Ss.  Id.  On  the  11th  Feb- 
ruary 1834,  a  rule  of  court  was  made,  reciting  the  submis- 
sion by  bond,  and  also  the  agreement  annexed  to  the  said 
bond,  by  which  the  defendants  agreed  that  certain  matters 
named  should  be  taken  into  consideration  ;  and  on  the  same 
day  a  rule  was  made,on  reading  the  agreement  of  the  parties 
in  the  cause,  for  enlarging  the  time  for  making  the  award 
to  the  1st  day  of  February  last — making  that  agreement  a 
rule  of  court.  On  the  25th  April  1834,  copies  of  the  award 
and  both  rules  were  served  on  defendants,  in  order  to  move 
for  an  attachment. 

On  the  30th  April  1834,  in  Easter  term,  a  rule  nisi  for 
attachment  issued,  returnable  in  Trinity,  which  was  moved 
to  be  made  absolute  25th  June.  On  the  11th  November 
1834,  Michaelmas  term,  the  defendants  obtained  this  rule, 
to  shew  cause  why  the  attachment  and  award,  and  all  pro- 
ceedings sabsequent  to  the  award,  should  not  be  set  aside, 
or  why  the  rule  of  court  of  Hilary,  1834,  making  the  agree- 
ment to  enlarge  the  time  for  making  the  award  a  rule  of 
court,  as  well  as  the  attachment  and  all  proceedings  subse- 
quent to  that  rule,  should  not  be  set  aside : 
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1st.  Because  the  umpire  made  his  award  cx-parte^  in  the 
absence  of  defendants  and  without  their  having  had  due 
notice  of  such  proceeding. 

2nd.  Because  his  award  is  not  final. 

Srd.^Because  the  agreement  for  extending  the  time  does 
not  contain  any  consent  that  the  same  may  be  made  a  rule 
of  the  court. 

The  agreement  for  extending  the  time  is  asfollow^s: — "It 
is  agreed  between  the  parties  in  this  matter,  that  the  time 
for  making  the  award  herein  be  enlarged  till  the  1st  day  of 
February  next.    Dated,"  &c. 

Notman  shewed  cause  this  term. 

Robinson,  C.  J.,  delivei-ed  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  regard  to  the  merits,  if  it  were  clearly  made  out  that 
the  arbitrator  proceeded  without  giving  the  defendant  a  fair 
chance  of  bemg  heard,  or  that  he  did  in  any  other  way  act 
unfairly,  it  would  be  clearly  too  late  to  move  upon  such  a 
ground  now.  For  such  a  cause,  the  defendants  should  have 
moved  within  the  time  limited  by  the  statute.  They  could 
not  have  resisted  the  attachment  on  any  such  ground  when 
it  was  moved  in  Easter  term  last — 6T.R.  162.  Much  less  can 
the  attachment  now  be  set  aside  for  such  cause,  the  defen- 
dants having  wholly  omitted  to  raise  the  objection  till 
Michaelmas  term  last,  when  the  attachment  had  issued 
without  being  opposed,  and  had  been  executed  on  one  of 
the  defendants.  Having  read  the  affidavit  however,  1  can- 
not forbear  saying,  in  justice  to  the  arbitrator,  that  however 
he  may  have  judged  in  respect  to  the  claims  brought  before 
him,  he  seems,  in  his  proceeding,  to  have  been  actuated  by 
a  desire  of  doing  justice  between  the  parties,  and  in  the 
steps  he  took  I  cannot  but  see  that  he  is  quite  free  from  any 
just  cause  of  blame  ;  and  indeed  I  think  that  his  mode  of 
proceeding  seemed  to  have  been  judicious,  except  that  in 
deciding  he  seems  to  have  admitted  the  plaintiff's  claims 
upon  too  slight  evidence.  The  award  is  for  a  large  sum — 
its  justice  is  strenuously  denied — one  side  only  have  been 
heard,  though  not  as  it  appears  from  any  fault  of  the  arbi- 
trator— the  demand  is  an  old  one — and  upon  a  view  of  all 
the  affidavits,  if  the  matter  could  fairly  be  opened  again,  in 
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consequence  of  any  legal  objection  that  has  been  taken,  I 
should  be  inclined  to  do  so. 

But  I  think  none  of  the  objections  can  be  properly  allowed 
to  prevail,  as  to  the  award  not  being  final.  Clearly  it  is 
final  for  all  that  appears  in  the  award  itself;  and  if  the 
reservation  to  defendants  to  offer  evidence  in  reduction  of  a 
particular  charge  rendered  the  award  in  reality  not  final,  it 
is  only  by  shewing  matters  extrinsic  that  the  award  could 
be  impeached,  and  it  is  entirely  too  late  to  do  this  now. 
Had  application  been  made  on  this  ground  in  Hilary  term 
last,  I  think  the  objection  must  have  prevailed.  I  am  of 
opinion,  upon  the  third  objection,  that  the  agreement  for 
extending  the  time  contained  no  assent  that  it  should  be 
made  a  rule  of  court ;  that  the  case  of  Evans  v.  Thompson, 
■5  E.  189,  is  a  decisive  answer  to  it,  and  applies  to  this  case, 
though  the  agreement  here  was  on  a  separate  paj>er,  instead 
of  beittg  endorsed  on  the  bond. 

The  cases  of  Pedley  v.  Goddard,  and  of  Lowndes  v. 
Lowndes,  1  T.  R.  77,  1  Ea.  276,  are  expressly  against 
setting  aside  this  award  or  relieving  against  the  attachment, 
under  the  circumstances  of  this  case.  If  after  the  end  of 
Hilary  term  last  the  defendants  could  be  received  to  urge 
any  of  the  objections  they  bave  now  raised,  they  should 
have  done  so  when  called  on  to  shew  cause  against  the 
attachment.  They  are  now  too  late.  We  should  be  acting 
against  every  rule  to  entertain  such  objections  at  this  time. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  this  rule  must  be  discharged  with  costs, 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J,  J,,  concurred. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged  with  costs, 

Gould  v.  White. 

When  personal  property  was  taken  in  execution  by  a  sheriff  and  afterward? 
abandoned  by  the  direction  of  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  and  a  memorandum  of 
the  suit  being  discharged  given  to  the  defendant,  but  the  sheriff  \A  as  afterward? 
directed  to  proceed,  and  sold  to  the  plaintiff  in  this  action,  (the  property  in  the 
meantime  having  been  transferred  bona  fide  by  the  defendant  to  a  third  party, 
who  had  left  it  in  the  possession  of  the  defendant  in  this  action)  :  Held  that  no 
property  passed  by  the  sheriff 's  sale,  as  the  levy  had  been  previously  aban- 
doned, and  that  consequently  the  plaintiff  could  not  maintain  trovei-. 

Trover  for  196  bushels  of  wheat,  tried  at  the  last  assizes 
for  the  district  of  Newcastle,  coram  Macaulay,  J.,  who 
reported  as  follows : — It  appeared  in  evidence  that  under  a 
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fi.  fa.  against  the  goods  and  chattels  of  one  Kimber,  at  the 
suit  of  Wallingtoii,  the  sheriff  of  Newcastle,  on  the  20th 
October  1833,  seized  the  wheat  in  question,  being  at  the 
time  in  the  straw,  and  part  in  the  barn  and  part  in  stack, 
on  the  premises  of  the  defendant  Kimber.  That  other  pro- 
perty was  likewise  seized,  but  that  all  had  been  left  in  the 
hands  of  KuTiber,  without  any  officer  remaining  in  charge 
thereof.  In  November  following,  an  arrangement  was  made, 
through  Mr.  Clarke  of  Cobourg,  by  which  the  execution  w^as 
intended  to  be  discharged,  and  the  plaintiff  in  the  suit  was 
satisfied.  A  w^ritten  discharge  to  the  sheriff,  dated  7th  No- 
vember, was  delivered  by  the  plaintiff's  attorney  to  Mr. 
Clarke,  and  by  him  placed  in  the  hands  of  Kimber,  in  the 
following  terms  : — "  Discharge  the  execution  in  Walling- 
ton  V.  Kimber,  on  receiving  your  fees."  Subsequently, 
owing  to  apprehension  on  Mr.  Clarke's  part  that  Kimber 
would  fail  to  comply  with  the  terms  he  had  come  under  at 
the  time  the  debt  was  arranged,  he  (Clarke)  procured  from 
the  plaintiff's  attorney  a  countermand  of  the  discharge, 
dated  1 1th  November,  which  was  served  upon  the  sheriff 
before  he  had  notice  of  the  discharge  previously  granted. 
It  further  appeared  that  Mr.  Boswell,  of  Cobourg,  had  pro- 
posed buying  this  wheat  of  Kimber  before  harvest ;  and 
that  after  the  seizure  an  absolute  sale  and  delivery  took 
place  to  him,  and  that  he  paid  for  it  at  different  times  after 
the  delivery,  it  seemed  that  Kimber  had  thrashed  out  the 
wheat,  and  delivered  it  at  the  defendant's  mill  as  Mr.  Ben^ 
nett's ;  the  defendant's  miller  gave  for  it  a  receipt,  dated 
28th  November  1833,  thus  :  "  Received  of  Mr,  Kimber,  for 
J.  C.  Boswell,  196  bushels  of  wheat,  for  chop,  at  J.  White's 
mill,  Hamilton."  Upon  the  fi.  fa.  above  mentioned,  and 
which  must  have  been^returnable  in  Michaelmas  term,  the 
deputy  sheriff,  without  any  new  writ  or  fresh  seizure,  on 
the  6th  January  sold  this  wheat,  as  being  liable  and  in  his 
hands  under  that  fi.  fa.  ;  the  plaintiff  became  the  purcha- 
ser. The  wheat  was  in  a  binn  in  defendant's  mill,  and 
Ijeing  knocked  down  to  the  plaintiff,  the  sheriff  proceeded 
to  Kimber's  residence  to  dispose  of  other  chattels  there  ; 
no  earnest  or  part  payment  was  given  by  the  plaintiff,  nor 
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did  any  act  of  delivery  take  place  :  the  deputy  sherift"  said 
he  considered  the  property  to  become  the  plaintiff  's,  upon 
its  being  knocked  down  to  him,  and  that  he  might  have 
t^dken  possession  of  and  secured  U  without  any  act  of  de- 
livery;  considering  him  good  for  the  purchase  money,  he 
did  not  desire  to  exercise  a  right  of  lien  for  the  price.  No 
money  was  ever  paid  the  sheriff"  by  the  plaintiff",  but  Mr. 
Clarke  stated  that  he  had  been  paid  the  amount  on  behalf 
of  Kimber,  whose  debt  he  had  settled  with  Wallington  ; 
that  he  had  funds  of  the  plaintiff"'s  in  his  hands,  against 
which  the  price  of  the  wheat  was  placed,  in  the  presence 
of  the  plaintiff",  who  seemed  to  assent,  and  did  not  dissent, 
Kimber  was  present  at  the  sheriff^'s  sale,  and  said  nothing 
against  it — ^bat  he  informed  the  deputy  sheriff"  before  the 
sale  that  he  had  a  discharge  of  the  execution.  The  sheriff''s 
fees  were  paid  by  Mr.  Clarke,  but  the  deputy  sheriff' did  not 
admit  seeing  the  discharge,  though  he  did  the  countermand, 
before  the  sale  ;  it  seems  that  Kimber  kept  the  former  in  his 
pocket  for  a  long  time.  In  May  or  June  following,  the 
plaintiff"  demanded  this  wheat  of  the  defendant,  in  order 
to  obtain  evidence  of  a  conversion,  with  a  view  to  this 
action.  Mr.  Ciarke  stated  the  settlement  he  assumed  was 
at  first  intended  to  be  an  absolute  discharge  of  the  execu- 
tion— but  that  Kimber  failing  to  make  promised  payments, 
he  procured  the  countermand  in  evidence,  which  was  writ- 
ten at  his  instance  and  by  his  desire.  On  the  defence  it 
was  objected  : 

1st.  That  the  sheriff"  had  no  authority  to  sell  on  the  6th 
January — the  execution  being  previously  discharged  and 
the  levy  abandoned,  and  the  wheat  having  since  become 
the  property  of  another. 

2nd.  That  no  sufficient  sale  to  transfer  the  property  to 
the  plaintiff"  had  been  proved,  in  the  absence  of  any  delivery. 

3rd.  That  there  was  no  sufficient  proof  of  a  conversion. 

Macaulay,  J.,  was  of  opinion  that  the  last  objection  was 
without  foundation.  Upon  the  others,  he  thought  the  sheriff* 
had  abandoned  the  levy,  and  that  if  not,  the  writ  had  been 
discharged  ;  that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  a  verdict,  on 
the  ground  that  even  if  the  writ  subsisted,  and  although  a 
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stranger  might  acquire  a  properly  under  it,  noiwithstanding 
the  discharge  toKiml^er,  the  sheriii's  lien  had  been  waived 
and  lost — and  that  the  wheat  when  sold  was  no  longer  in 
his  possession  and  amenable  to  the  process,  in  opposition  to 
the  rights  and  interest  acquired  by  ilie  purchaser;  conse- 
quently he,  the  sherifl",  could  have  made  no  delivery— and 
further,  that  if  he  could  have  made  a  delivery,  none  took 
place,  nor  was  a  valid  contract  to  pass  the  property  to  the 
plaintift'  otherwise  in  evidence.  He  conceived  Clarke  an 
interested  witness,  to  a  certain  extent  ;  and  if  his  testimony 
were  rejected,  the  plaintiff's  case  would  be  still  weaker. 
He  thought  Clarke  answerable  to  the  plaintiif,  should  he  fail 
in  this  suit ;  and  that  as  far  as  his  evidence  went  in  favour 
of  the  plaintiff,  it  was  therefore  (as  indirectly  exonerating 
himself)  inadmissible.  He  told  the  jury  that  if  Mr.  Boswell 
was  in  their  opinion  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  to  find  for  the 
defendant ;  but  if  not — if  he  colluded  with  Kimber,  with 
intent  and  design  to  defeat  the  writ,  or  to  defraud  Clark — 
then  to  find  for  the  plaintiff,  leaving  the  other  questions  to 
be  moved  in  term  by  the  defendant.  Verdict  for  the  defen- 
dant. 

In  Michaelmas  term  last.  Draper  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to 
set  aside  this  verdict,  and  for  a  new  trial.  Boswell  shewed 
cause. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — The  sheriff,  so  far  as  one  can  judge  by 
his  conduct,  had  abandoned  the  levy  made  by  him  in  Oc- 
tober. The  plaintiff's  attorney  had  given  to  the  defendant 
Kimber  an  unqualified  discharge  of  the  execution ;  this 
entitled  Kimber  to  dispose  of  the  wheat,  and  enabled  him 
to  afford  to  any  person  desirous  of  purchasing  satisfactory 
evidence  of  his  right  to  sell ;  unless,  indeed,  it  could  be 
shewn  that  any  fraud  was  used  in  obtaining  that  discharge, 
which  is  not  pretended  to  have  been  the  case.  That  being 
so,  it  is  out  of  the  question  that  Wallington  or  his  attorneys 
could  revive  the  seizure  and  act  upon  it,  for  the  purpose  of 
divesting  from  the  subsequent  purchaser  the  property  which 
he  had  acquired  bona  fide^  upon  the  assurance  which  Wal- 
lington had  enabled  him  to  hold  out — that  the  fi.fa.  was 
discharged. 
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It  has  been  decided  in  Blades  v.  Arundell,  1  M.  &  S.  711, 
that  the  sheriff,  in  order  to  maintain  any  action  against  a 
person  for  taking  goods  seized  by  him  on  a  fi.  fa.^  must 
continue  in  actual  possession  of  them  ;  and  of  course  the 
sheriff's  vendee  can  acquire  no  property  when  the  sheriff 
has  not  retained  his  authority  under  the  writ. — 1  Wils.  44 ; 
Holt,  N.  P.  C.  335  ;  Str.  176 ;  8  Price,  95  ;  2  Camp.  48. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.,  of  the  same  opinion. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Wood  v.  Sherwood. 

In  an  action  of  case  against  a  sheriff  for  not  arresting  a  debtor,  and  an  averment 
in  the  declaration  of  the  issuing  of  an  alias  writ  of  capias  ad  respondendumf 
to  support  which  an  original  writ  of  capias  was  produced  at  the  trial,  the  va- 
riance was  held  immaterial. 

Case  for  negligence  in  not  arresting  one  Black  upon  a 
ca.  sa.  at  the  suit  of  the  present  plaintiff.  Wood  had  brought 
an  action  of  trespass  against  Black,  which  was  tried  at  the 
last  assizes  at  Brockville,  and  a  verdict  for  plaintiff  ren- 
dered, with  151.  damages  ;  and  the  declaration  in  this  action 
alleged  that  a  capias  had  been  issued  after  the  verdict,  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  Black  to  bail  for  that  amount — which 
writ  had  been  delivered  to  the  sheriff,  and  that  he  had  ar- 
rested Black  thereon.  At  the  trial  it  appeared  that  Black 
was  aware,  even  before  the  capias  issued,  that  it  was 
intended  to  arrest  him,  and  that  he  took  precautions  to 
avoid  it — keeping  his  house  and  threatening  resistance,  &c. ; 
that  the  sheriff  had  sent  an  officer  some  days  after  he 
received  the  writ,  who  attempted  to  arrest  Black,  but 
returned  without  succeeding.  Upon  the  whole  evidence  it 
was  contended,  that  the  sheriff  had  not  acted  with  sufficient 
promptness  on  receiving  the  process;  that  he  had  not  acted 
with  2eal  and  diligence  upon  the  occasion  of  the  attempt 
made  to  execute  it,  and  that  the  sheriff  had  failed  in  hi^ 
duty  in  not  renewing  his  endeavours  before  the  return  of  the 
writ*  It  was  a  question  for  the  jury  to  determine,  on  a  vie  w 
of  the  whole  case,  whether  by  due  diligence  Black  might 
have  been  arrested,  and  whether  in  consequence  of  diie 
diligence  not  having  been  used,  the  plaintiff  had  lost  th6 
chance  of  obtaining  the  fruits  of  his  former  verdict.  Black 
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had  absconded  from  the  country  after  the  attempt  to  arrest 
him,  but  from  the  evidence  given  respecting  his  circum- 
stances, it  became  a  question  for  the  jury  what  damages,  if 
any,  Wood  could  be  said  to  have  sustained  from  the  failure 
to  make  the  arrest.  The  case  went  to  the  jury  upon  these 
points  with  a  charge  as  favorable  to  the  sheriff,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Chief  Justice,  w^ho  tried  the  cause,  as  the  facts  war- 
ranted. Considering  the  whole  evidence,  the  Chief  Justice 
reported  he  would  not  have  felt  disposed  to  find  fault  with 
the  verdict,  if  the  jury  had  found  for  the  defendant,  but  he 
thought  their  finding  for  the  plaintiff  was  more  in  accor- 
dance with  the  evidence ;  and  in  respect  of  damages,  he 
thought  the  verdict  was  moderate  and  indeed  lenient. 

Smithy  H.,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  enter  a  nonsuit  on  an 
objection  raised  at  the  trial — namely,  that  the  capias  ad  res. 
produced  in  evidence  did  not  appear  on  the  face  of  it  to  be 
an  alias  capias^  issued  in  the  former  action  while  it  was 
pending.  It  was  a  common  original  ca.  re.,  and  did  not 
therefore  sustain  the  declaration  as  not  being  a  writ  issued 
in  the  cause  pending,  but  appearing  on  the  contrary  to  be 
the  commencement  of  a  new  suit,  and  if  really  issued  in 
the  former  action,  it  was  irregular,  not  being  an  alias, 

Sherwood^  H.,  shewed  cause. 

Robinson,  C.  J.,  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  court. 

Upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  I  see  no  ground  for  setting 
aside  the  verdict.  As  to  the  legal  objection :  It  was 
objected  by  the  defendant's  counsel  at  the  trial  that  such  a 
capias  wb.s  irregular,  and  could  not  properly  have  issued  in 
a  cause  after  verdict,  as  it  was  averred  the  writ  in  question 
did,  but  I  did  not  accede  to  the  application  for  a  nonsuit  on 
this  ground.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  sheriff  could  not 
protect  himself  in  this  action  by  objecting  to  the  regularity 
of  the  process,  so  long  as  it  was  not  absolutely  void  on  the 
face  of  it.  The  not  inserting  the  words,  "  as  we  have  before 
commanded  you,"  could  at  most  only  make  the  process 
irregular,  and  the  irregularity  was  one,  besides,  which  this 
court  would  have  cured  by  allowing  an  amendment,  if  an 
application  had  been  made  at  any  stage  to  set  aside  the 
process.    It  occurred  to  me  at  the  trial  that  the  evidence 
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might  possibly  be  open  to  exception  in  another  shape — 
namely,  that  the  writ  varied  from  the  process  stated  on  the 
record,  and  moreover,  that  no  evidence  was  offered  of  a 
judge's  order  authorising  the  writ  to  issue  in  an  action  of 
trespass,  where  bailable  process  could  not  issue  as  a  matter 
of  course.  Whatever  difficulty  might  be  presented  on  either 
of  those  grounds,  the  objections  were  merely  technical,  not 
applying  to  the  merits,  and  I  did  not  therefore  choose  to 
suggest  any  that  the  counsel  did  not  insist  on,  especially  as 
there  was  no  doubt  that  in  fact  the  process  issued  legally, 
because  it  was  marked  on  the  face  of  it  "  bail  by  judge's 
order  for  so  much,"  &c.  which  shewed  there  had  been  such 
an  order  made,  though  none  was  produced. — 3  Will.  345  ; 
2  Keb.  705  ;  Cro.  Jac.  280,  9  ;  2  Saund.  100  ;  10  Rep.  76  ; 
Poph.  203  ;  Str.  993  ;  1  Ld.  Ray.  397  ;  5  Mod.  413  ;  8  T. 
R.  424;  2  SaL  700  ;.  Cro.  Eliz.  466,  188  ;  6  Taunt,  490; 
2  Mar.  186  ;  3  Mod.  324 ;  Carth.  148  ;  1  Wils.  255  ;  2  Sid, 
125  ;  1  Lev.  95  ;  3  T.  R.  657  ;  1  H.  Bl.  541 ;  1  W.  Bl.  649  ; 
6  T.  R.  450  ;  5  T.  R.  577;  2  Lev.  85  ;  4  T.  R.  611 ;  2  Esp. 
477;  5  Esp.  160;  5  B.  &  C.  339. 

Having  heard  the  argument  of  counsel  last  term,  I  am 
now  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  reason  why  the  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff  should  not  stand.  The  objection  raised  at  Nisi 
Prius  on  ihe  irregularity  of  the  capias  ought  not,  I  think,  to 
have  prevailed ;  and  in  respect  to  allowing  any  technical 
exception  to  the  evidence  upon  new  ground,  not  taken  at 
the  trial,  that  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  proper.  The 
merits  are  really  with  the  plaintiff;  the  verdict  is  moderate, 
and  the  case  is  not  one  in  which  we  should  give  unusual 
facility  to  objections  merely  technical.  Besides,  if  it  had 
been  distinctly  objected  at  the  trial  that  proof  of  a  judge's 
order  should  be  given,  I  am  not  sure  that  the  endorsement 
on  the  writ  would  not  have  been  sufficient  evidence  for  that 
purpose.— 2  Esp.  N.  P.  C.  35 ;  10  B.  &  C  216. 

With  respect  to  any  objection  on  the  ground  of  variance, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  prevail.  The  declara- 
tion, it  is  true,  sets  forth  a  capias  which  ought  regularly  to 
be  in  form  an  alias  capias  ;  that  which  was  produced  was 
simply  a  capias;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  declaration 


HEATHER  ET  AL.  V.  WALLACE. 


131 


does  not  in  fact  say  anything  more  than  that  a  capias  issued. 
It  does  not  call  it  an  alias  capias.  There  was  therefore  in 
reality  no  variance  between  that  averred  and  the  one  in 
proof,  and  at  any  rate  such  a  variance  has  been  determined 
not  to  be  material. — Hobart,  55. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  rule  for  a  new  trial  must  be 
discharged. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.,  agreed. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 

Baldwin  et  al.  v.  Slicer. 

A  suitor  attending  a  Court  of  Requests  is  privileged  from  arrest. 

The  defendant  moved  to  be  discharged  from  arrest,  on 
an  an  affidavit  that  he  had  instituted  a  number  of  actions 
in  the  Court  of  Requests  at  Belleville,  which  were  to  be 
tried  on  Saturday  the  7th  February  1835.  That  on  the  6th 
February  he  went  to  Belleville  from  Kingston,  to  attend  the 
trial  of  his  causes ;  and  on  the  7th,  at  6  in  the  morning, 
before  the  court  sat,  was  arrested  on  a  ca.  re.  in  this  suit. 

Per  Cur. — The  point  seems^  settled  that  the  defendant  is 
entitled  to  privilege. — 1  M.  &  S.  638.  The  courts  give  to 
this  privilege  a  large  and  liberal  construction — and  it  does 
not  appear  confined  to  Courts  of  Record. 

The  Chief  Justice  added,  that  if  this  privilege  were  con- 
fined to  Courts  of  Record,  he  could  not  say  the  Comi  of 
Requests  was  not  such  a  court. 

Per  Cur, — Rule  absolute. 


Heather  et  al.  v.  Wallace. 

'The  bonds  required  to  be  given  by  an  absconding  debtor  to  obtain  a  supersedeas 
to  the  attachments  against  him,  must  be  in  double  the  amount  of  the  debt 
sworn  to. 

The  debtor's  estate  having  been  seized  upon  many  at- 
tachments sued  out  against  him,  some  in  the  District  Court, 
and  others  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  Baldwin  obtained 
a  rule  nisi  this  term  for  a  supersedeas  to  the  several  writs, 
on  shewing  that  the  defendant  had  executed  a  bond  with 
sureties  to  all  the  creditors  jointly,  in  a  penalty  double  the 
amount  of  all  the  attachments — concHtioned,  that  if  the 
creditors  should  prosecute  their  cases  to  judgment — then  if 
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the  defendant  should  not  depart  without  satisfying  the  costs 
and  condemnation  money  upon  such  judgments,  or  so  much 
or  so  many  of  them  as  the  value  of  the  estate  seized  shall 
amount  to,  or  if  he  shall  render  himself,  &c.,  then  the  bond 
to  be  void. 

The  object  of  the  application  was  to  obtain  the  sanction 
of  the  court  for  giving  security,  which  should  do  no  more 
than  assure  to  all  the  creditors  together  the  value  of  the 
goods  attached,  instead  of  giving  to  each  creditor  security 
in  the  amount  the  law  requires ;  by  which  latter  course,  it 
was  suggested,  the  defendant  is  compelled,  in  order  to  get 
back  his  goods,  to  give  security  perhaps  in  many  times 
their  value. 

•  Robinson,  C.  J. — I  think  it  is  consistent  with  the  spirit 
of  the  fourth  section  of  the  statute  to  allow  these  words  to 
be  inserted  after  "  in  the  value  of  the  property  or  estate  so 
taken  and  seised  to  the  said  claimant,"  or  "  if  so  much  of 
such  property  or  estate  as  shall  not  have  been  sold  under 
legal  process  to  satisfy  the  judgment  of  any  creditor  of  the 
said  ,  who  may  have  acquired  a  prior  right  to  satisfac- 
tion and  then  a  bond  may  properly  be  given  to  each 
creditor  in  double  the  amount  of  his  demand.  If  this  can- 
not be  done,  I  see  no  alternative  but  to  pursue  the  statute 
strictly,  and  have  a  separate  bond  in  double  the  value  in 
each  case. 

Macaulay,  J. — Assuming  that  upon  the  bond  proposed 
the  obligees  might  bring  separate  actions  by  reason  of  their 
separate  interests,  I  do  not  conceive  this  to  be  the  course 
authorised  under  the  statute.  The  defendant  seems  bound 
to  give  a  bond  to  each  creditor  who  has  a  legal  lien  by 
attachment  on  whatever  property  he  desires  to  redeem. 


BiGCRAFT  V.  Clarke. 

In  justifyins:  an  arrest  under  mesne  process  of  the  District  Court,  the  cause  of 
action  should  be  averred  within  the  jurisdiction,  and  the  writ  shewn  to  be 
returned. 

The  declaration  contained  four  counts: — The  three  first 
foT  false  imprisonment,  varying  the  mode  of  statement,  tiie 


BIGCRAFT  V,  CLARKE. 


133 


last  for  a  common  assault.  The  defendant  pleaded  the 
general  issue  and  a  special  plea  in  justification  of  all  four 
counts,  alleging  the  issue  of  process  from  the  District  Court 
of  the  district  of  Gore,  and  the  arwst  of  the  plaintifi'  under 
•and  by  virtue  of  that  process.  To  which  there  was  a  spe- 
cial demurier,  assigning  for  cause  that  it  was  not  averred 
that  the  process  issued  for  a  cause  of  action  happening  and 
arising  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gore  District  Court, 
and  tliat  it  was  not  sh^ewn  that  the  writ  for  arresting  the 
plaintiff  was  returned  into  the  District  Court.  Joinder  in 
demurrer. 

The  court  were  of  opinion  that  when  the  defendant  justi- 
fies under  mesne  process  it  is  necessary  to  allege  that  such 
process  was  returned,  and  per 

Macaulay,  J. — It  appears  to  me  the  plea  is  vicious  and 
l)ad  on  several  grounds,  1st.  It  professes  to  answer  several 
counts  of  the  declaration  without  averring  the  trespasses  to 
he  the  same,  and  includes  an  assault,  battery,  beating  and 
imprisonment,  (2nd)  sought  to  be  justified  under  amoUiter 
manus  imposuit^  in  arresting  under  process,  which  is  no 
sufficient  answer  to  the  beating,  &c.  3rd.  The  arrest  and 
imprisonment  under  process  is  not  alleged  to  form  the  same 
trespasses  mentioned  in  the  declaration.  4th.  The  sum  for 
■which  the  arrest  took  place  being  17/.  and  upwards,  the 
:«uit  might  or  might  not  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Gore  District  Court,  and  being  equivocal  upon  the  bare 
amount,  it  ought  to  have  been  alleged  that  the  cause  of 
action  was  within  such  jurisdiction.  5th.  Being  incipient 
or  mesne  process,  it  would  seem  the  return  of  the  writ 
ought  to  have  been  alleged,  as  well  in  the  case  of  the  plain- 
tiff to  the  suit  justifying  under  it  as  of  the  officer  under  like 
circumstances,  though  upon  the  latter  point  I  still  entertain 
some  doubts,  and  give  no  express  opinion  thereon.  On  the 
other  grounds,  1  thmk  judgment  should  be  for  the  demurrer. 
—1  Chit.  7,  533 ;  1  Marsh,  18;  Cro.  El.  353,  493 ;  2  Str. 
1049;  1  Saund.  296,  n. ;  Hardw.  298;  Ld.  Ray.  231 ;  7 
Taunt,  695;  Will.  688,  14;  Bull,  N.  P.  19;  8  T.  R.  73, 
299 ;  6  T.  R.  562 ;  2  Saund.  5,  n. ;  2  T.  R.  172 ;  3  T.  R. 
183  ;  6  T.  R.  235  ;  1  Sal,  409  ;  12  Mod.  396  ;  10  Ea.  82  ; 
Cro.  Car.  446  ;  1  Wil.  17 ;  Willes,  30,  122,  528. 
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Leave  was  afterwards  given  to  the  defendant  to  amend, 
on  payment  of  costs. 

Smith  v.  Judson. 

Where  the  defendant  purchased  personal  property  from  the  plaintiff,  and  gave 
him  back  a  mortgage  on  it  to  secure  the  purchase  money,  and  agreed  if  default 
were  made  in  the  payment  he  would  give  up  the  property  and  the  plaintiff 
should  sell  it  to  pay  himself,  and  give  the  overplus,  if  any,  to  the  defendant, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  defendant  gave  the  plaintiff  his  promissory  notes  for 
the  purchase  money,  which  were  not  to  be  acted  on  if  the  property  were  given 
up;  on  default  having  been  made,  the  property  was  given  up  and  sold  by  the 
plaintiff  for  less  than  the  mortgage  money,  and  an  action  was  then  brought  on 
one  of  the  promissory  notes  to  recover  the  difference :  Held  that  it  would  not 
lie,  the  notes  having  been  satisfied  by  the  surrender  of  the  property,  according 
to  the  agreement. 

This  cause  came  before  the  court  for  judgment  upon  a 
special  case  made  at  the  last  assizes  for  the  Home  District. 
In  November  1832,  defendant  leased  of  plaintiff  the  Lock- 
port  House,  and  purchased  his  furniture  for  the  sum  of 
$3500,  at  the  same  time  executing  a  mortgage  on  the  same 
furniture  in  security  for  the  payment  of  the  $3500.  The 
mortgage  contained  an  agreement  that  in  case  default  was 
made  in  the  payment  of  the  $3500,  in  the  manner  specified, 
plaintiff  might  take  possession  of  the  property  and  dispose 
of  it,  paying  the  surplus,  if  any  after  satisfying  the  $3500, 
to  defendant.  Notes  were  also  given  for  the  amount — one 
for  $350,  payable  on  demand,  (on  which  this  action  was 
brought),  and  ten  notes  of  $315  each,  payable  in  3,  6,  9, 
12,  18,  21,  24,  27  and  30  months. 

Defendant  on  23rd  December  1832  left  the  house  without 
any  understanding  with  plaintiff,  leaving  a  written  memo- 
randum that  plaintiff  might  from  that  time  take  possession 
of  the  house  and  furniture,  as  he  should  have  nothing  more 
to  do  with  it.  Plaintiff  then  took  possession  of  the  house 
and  furniture,  and  immediately  advertised  the  mortgaged 
property  for  sale.  In  about  ten  days  it  was  sold  at  auction 
to  one  Gary  for  $2800. 

One  Beebe,  in  February  1833,  wished  to  lease  the  Lockport 
House,  and  purchase  the  furniture,  and  offered  plaintiff  the 
same  amount  for  the  furniture  that  defendant  was  to  give 
him,  $3,500 — but  plaintiff  would  not  lease  the  house,  and 
did  not  accept  the  offer  for  the  furniture.  The  verdict  was 
taken  by  consent,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  court  above 
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on  these  facts— whether  it  should  be  entered  for  the  plain- 
tiff or  the  defendant,  and  subject  to  be  reduced  (if  the  court 
should  be  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is  only  entitled  t 
six  per  cent,  interest  on  the  instrument  declared  on)  by  the 
sum  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  principal  thereof. 

The  case  was  argued  by  Baldwin  for  the  plaintiff,  and 
Bidwell  for  the  defendant. 

The  Court  were  of  opinion  that  the  note  declared  on  in 
the  action  must  be  considered  as  satisfied  by  the  receipt  of 
the  jJ2,800  ;  and  that  the  verdict  should  be  entered  for  the 
defendant.  According  to  the  principle  contended  for  by 
the  plaintiff,  he  would  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  altering 
the  defendant's  undertaking,  by  applying  the  money  reco- 
vered to  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  debt  not  yet  due, 
in  order  that  he  might  sue  upon  the  note  which  was  due,  as 
if  it  were  still  unpaid ;  but  in  fact  that  note  was  paid  when 
the  $2,800  were  received. 

Per  Cur. — Judgment  for  defendant. 


Doe  ex  dem.  West  v.  Howard  et  al. 

A  continuance  in  possession  of  land,  under  an  erroneous  impression  that  it  was 
their  own,  of  intruders,  as  against  the  King,  after  grant  noade,  is  not  a  disseigin 
of  the  grantee. 

Ejectment  for  Lot  No.  24,  7th  concession  township  of 
Yonge.  Declaration  was  served  before  Trinity  term  1834, 
on  the  tenant  in  possesion  of  a  lot,  which  he  contends  to  be 
Lot  No.  23  (the  cause  of  the  dispute  being— that  the  lessor 
of  the  plaintiff  maintains  that  the  lot,  of  which  the  tenant 
was  in  possession,  is  not  No.  23,  but  No.  24,  and  so  covered 
by  his  deed).  The  defendants  obtained  leave  to  defend  as 
landlords  in  Trinity  Term  last,  and  in  their  name  a  consent 
rule  was  filed,  appearance  entered  and  general  issue 
pleaded  on  30th  June,  in  which  rule  the  premises  defended 
for  was  a  lot  called  No.  23 — not  24,  as  in  the  declaration.  On 
the  5th  August  1834,  the  defendants  were  served  with  notice 
of  trial  for  the  assizes  at  Brockville  ;  on  the  29th  August, 
but  before  the  trial,  the  defendants  were  informed  that  the 
plaintiff  was  going  to  sign  judgment,  on  account  of  the 
defence  being  for  No.  23,  and  not  for  No.  24 — the  land  spe- 
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cified  in  the  declaration.  The  defendants  offered  to  go  to 
trial  on  the  merits  of  the  title,  but  judgment  was  signed  on 
the  20th  August,  the  first  day  of  the  assizes,  and  a  writ  of 
possession  issued. 

The  Court  set  aside  the  judgment  without  costs,  and 
ordered  that  the  consent  rule  should  be  amended,  by  spe- 
cially describing  the  premises  intended  to  be  defended  for. 
The  consent  rule  to  be  filed  within  one  month. 


Redden  v.  McNab. 

In  an  affidavit  for  security  for  costs,  it  must  be  stated  with  certainty  that  the 
plaintiff  is  not  resident  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court. 

Defendant  moved  for  security  for  costs,  and  it  is  admitted 
that  he  demanded  security  of  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  and 
gave  the  usual  notice.  He  moved  on  an  affidavit,  stating 
that  he  believes  the  plaintiff  has  absconded  from  the  pro- 
vince, and  is  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  The 
defendant  had  pleaded,  and  the  plaintiff's  counsel  objected 
that  on  that  account  the  motion  was  too  late,  as  the  defen- 
dant knew  what  he  now  states  when  he  pleaded. — 5  T.  R. 
597  ;  5  Ea.  538. 

The  Court  refused  the  application,  it  not  being  alleged 
with  certainty  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  resident  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court. 


In  ibis  term,  Henry  Baldwin,  John  Miller,  Angus 
Bethune  and  Jones  Hubbell,  Esquires,  were  called  to 
the  bar  and  sworn  in. 

J.  B.  Robinson,  C.  J. 
L.  P.  Sherwood,  J. 
J.  B.  Macaulay,  J. 
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McKenzie  et  al.  v.  McBean. 

An  action  for  goods  bargained  and  sold  cannot  be  nfiaintained  against  a  person 
who  has  become  responsible  for  the  payment  of  goods  delivered  to  a  third 
party. 

Assumpsit  for  goods  bargained  and  sold  to  the  defendant, 
and  under  and  by  virtue  of  that  bargain  and  sale  delivered 
to  one  Archibald  McBean,  the  younger,  at  the  special 
instance  and  request  of  the  defendant.  The  declaration 
also  contained  connnon  counts  for  goods  sold  and  delivered 
to  the  defendant,  money  counts,  and  an  account  stated.  At 
the  trial  before  the  Chief  Justice,  at  the  last  assizes  for  the 
Eastern  District,  it  was  proved  that  Archibald  McBean, 
junior,  the  son  of  the  defendant  and  an  inhabitant  of  this 
province,  in  the  lumber  trade,  had  been  for  some  time 
engaged  in  a  course  of  dealing  with  the  plaintiff,  a  merchant 
in  Montreal;  that  he  was  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  in  a  con- 
siderable sum,  and  having  gone  to  Montreal  in  January 
1831,  in  order  to  obtain  more  goods,  the  plaintiff  had 
declined  supplying  him,  unless  he  could  procure  his  father, 
the  defendant  in  this  action,  to  become  responsible  for  pay- 
ment. The  plaintiff  stated  to  him  that  he  had  written  to 
the  defendant  to  know  whether  he  would  consent,  and 
would  not  let  him  have  goods  till  he  had  received  the 
defendant's  answer,  assenting  to  become  security.  At  this 
time  McBean  junior  left  with  the  plaintiff  the  list  of  the 
goods  which  he  had  wished  to  get,  and  returned  home. 
The  plaintiff  soon  afterwards  received  an  answer  from  the 
defendant,  agreeing  to  become  responsible,  and  then  for- 
warded the  goods  to  McBean  junior,  who  received  and 
accepted  them,  though  in  his  evidence  at  the  trial  he  stated 
that  he  had  objected  to  take  goods  upon  condition  of  his 
father  being  guarantee,  giving  as  a  reason  that  his  father 
would  charge  him  a  considerable  sum  for  being  responsible.- 

T  VOL.  IV. 
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This  action  against  the  defendant  was  brought  upon  the" 
undertaking  contained  in  his  letter,  which  was  thus  : — 

"Lancaster,  20th  January,  1831. 
"  Sir, — I  received  your  letter  this  very  day,  requesting  to^ 
know  whether  I  will  hold  myself  responsible  for  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  which  my  son  wishes  to  get  of  you' 
in  goods,  which  I  will  be  accountable  for  all  in  the  month- 
of  June  next,  or  as  soon  as  such  lumber  as  may  be  brought 
to  market  is  made  sale  of.  So  if  the  above  conditions  will 
answer  you,  I  have  no  objections  as  to  my  part  whatever." 

The  defendant's  counsel  at  the  trial  objected  that  this 
undertaking  should  have  been  specially  declared  on — that 
.  the  goods  were  sold  to  AlcBean  junior,  and  not  to  the  defen- 
dant, v/ho  was  liable  as  a  guarantee  upon  his  special' 
undertaking. 

A  further  objection  was  raised.  It  was  proved  that  in 
the  summer  of  1831,  McBean,  jun.  did  take  down  timber 
to  Quebec,  which,  upon  an  understanding  with  the  plain- 
tiff, was  placed  in  the  hands  of  plaintiff's  mercantile  agent 
there,  to  be  disposed  of,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  accounted 
for  to  the  plaintiff.  It  was  shewn  that  in  fact  the  lumber 
was  sold  for  more  than  150Z.  and  the  money  paid  to  plain- 
tiff ;  but  as  it  was  paid  without  any  special  direction  as  tO' 
its  application,  the  plaintiff  placed  itto  the  credit  of  McBean, 
jun.  upon  his  old  account,  which  it  rather  overpaid.  The 
excess  was  acknowledged  as  payment  pro  fanto  of  the 
account  of  150/.,  and  for*  the  balance  this  action  was  brought 
against  the  defendant  as  guarantee.  The  defendant  con- 
tended that  upon  the  terms  of  his  letter  he  was  discharged 
when  the  proceeds  of  his  son's  timber,  sufficient  to  cover 
the  150/.  passed  into  the  plaintiff's  hands.  The  Chief  Jus- 
tice apprehended  that  the  first  objection  must  prevail,  but 
reserved  the  point,  and  allowed  the  action  to  proceed.  He 
overruled  the  second  objection,  as  it  did  not  appear  there 
was  anything  which  clearly  took  the  case  out  of  the  general 
principle  which  governs  the  application  of  payments  at 
common  law — namely,  that  when  the  party  paying  gives 
no  direction,  it  shall  rest  with  the  party  receiving  to  place 
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the  payment  to  the  credit  of  any  of  several  demands  which 
he  may  have,  according  as  he  may  choose. 

Draper,  in  Michaelmas  term,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  set 
aside  the  verdict  and  enter  a  nonsuit,  on  the  point  reserved. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  verdict  cannot 
he  supported,  and  that  the  rule  for  entering  a  nonsuit  must 
he  made  absolute.  The  goods  were  sold  to  the  son — he 
was  liable,  undoubtedly,  as  the  buyer,  and  the  defendant 
was  liable  only  on  his  undertaking  as  guarantee.  The 
nature  of  the  transaction  shews  this,  and  a  letter  of  the  son's, 
written  in  1832,  and  read  in  evidence  at  the  trial,  proves  I 
think  that  he  admitted  his  liability.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, it  is  necessary  to  declare  specially  ;  and,  besides 
this,  the  undertaking  in  the  letter  is  special  in  its  nature. 
The  evidence  does  not  support  the  first  count,  for  the  goods 
were  not  sold  to  this  defendant.  I  have  no  objections  how- 
ever that  the  plaintiff,  if  he  desires  it,  shall  have  leave  to 
amend  his  declaration,  in  which  case  a  new  trial  would  be 
ordered  instead  of  a  nonsuit. — 1  Wils.  161  ;  2  Camp.  215; 
1  Saund.  211,  n. 

The  other  objections  it  will  still  be  open  to  the  defendant 
to  urge,  unless  my  brothers  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  and 
are  satisfied  that  the  defendant's  letter  does  not  necessarily 
imply  that  he  was  to  be  exonerated  if  the  plaintiff  should 
receive  the  proceeds  of  the  lumber  sent  down  in  1831,  to 
to  the  amount  of  150/.— Peake,  N.  P.  C.  89  ;  5  Taunt.  601 ; 
1  Ld.  Ray.  286;  1  Stark,  N.  P.  C.  153;  9  Mod.  427;  1 
Merivale,  585 ;  2  B.  &  A.  39. 

The  general  principle  is  clear,  that  the  creditor  has  his 
•election  where  the  debtor  gives  no  direction,  and  after  some 
'doubt  I  have  returned  to  the  opinion  to  which  1  inclined  at 
the  trial — ^^that  we  are  not  warranted  in  placing  such  a  con- 
.struction  -upon  the  letter  as  would  deprive  the  plaintiff  of 
his  election.  Indeed,  for  all  that  appears,  the  defendant 
may  have  expected  and  may  have  intended  to  express  the 
rexpectation  that  his  son's  raft  would  pay  up  the  old  debt, 
and  produce  enough  besides  to  pay  up  the  new  credit  of 
150Z.,  to  be  given  to  him  upon  the  defendant's  guarantee. 
There  would  seem  no  good  reason  for  the  plaintiff's  consent- 
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ing  to  forego  satisfaction  of  the  old  debt  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  McBean  junior's  timber,  and  to  accept  payment  of  the 
debt  more  recently  contracted,  and  as  it  was  not  so  stated 
in  the  agreement,  it  should  not  1  think  be  inferred  ;  however, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  determine  this  point  finally  at  present. 
Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.,  of  the  same  opinion. 

Per  Cwr.— Rule  absolute. 


Doe  ex  dem.  Adkins  v.  Atkinson. 

The  Registry  Act  does  not  apply  where  thei'e  has  been  no  previous  registered 
deed,  and  since  stat.  4  Will.  IV.  ch.  1,  sec.  47,  a  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  does 
not  require  registry  nor  enrolment,  to  make  it  a  valid  conveyance. 

Ejectment  for  lot  number  22,  2nd  concession  Nassaga- 
weya.  At  the  trial,  coram  Macaulay,  J.,  it  was  proved  that 
a  patent  issued  in  1820  to  Samuel  Rykman  for  several  lots 
of  land,  inclndiog  the  lol  alcove  mentioned.  Rylvtuan  was 
a  surveyor,  and  had  taken  a  contract  to  survey  the  township 
for  a  compensation  in  land.  The  p.ttent  was  made  in  con- 
firmation of  that  contract.  One  Street  had  fuvtrished  the 
supplies,  &c.  to  enable  Rylvman  to  rtrdlve  the  survey,  and 
was  to  receive  a  proportion  of  the  lands.  In  1823  or  1824, 
Rykmau  executed  several  deeds  of  lands  to  Street,  and 
gave  them  to  a  person  to  take  them  to  Street,  and  got  up 
the  agreement  which  he  and  Street  had  entered  into.  The 
deeds  were  accordingly  taJvcn  to  Street,  and  accepted  by 
him.  That  witness  could  not  state  what  particular  lots 
were  included  in  any  of  those  deeds:  some  of  the  lands 
^vere  in  the  Home  district,  and  some  in  the  district  of  Gore, 
in  which  district  Nassagaweya  is  situated.  The  witness 
said  that  he  had  proved  the  execution  of  the  deeds  requiring 
to  be  registered  in  the  Home  district,  and  was  to  have 
proved  those  respecting  lands  in  the  district  of  Gore  ;  but 
before  he  went  to  Street's  for  that  purpose.  Street's  house 
and  all  his  papers  were  accidentally  consumed  by  fire. 
The  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  claimed  under  a  deed  of  convey- 
ance from  Street,  made  to  him.  in  July  1833;  and  the  diffi- 
culty he  was  under  was,  to  satisfy  the  jury  that  one  of  these 
lost  dieeds  from  Rykman  to  Street  embraced  this  lot. 
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Rykman  could  have  explained  the  matter ;  but,  though  his 
attendance  ^vas  required,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to 
subpoena  him  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  he  did  not  appear 
at  the  trial,  nor  was  his  absence  accounted  for.  Several 
witnesses.,  however,  and  aniong  ihem  subscribing  witnesses^ 
proved  that  liykman  had  made  several  deeds  to  Street ;  and 
•one  or  two  of  the  witnesses  recollected  that  lands  in  Nassa- 
gaweya  were  included,  though  they  could  not  remember 
the  number  of  the  lots.  It  was  further  proved,  that  after 
the  fne.  Street  took  blank  printed  deeds  to  Rykman,  to 
obtain  conveyances  in  the  place  of  iho^e  which  had  been 
burnt ;  that  Kykman  promised  to  fill  them  up  properly,  and 
was  paid  by  Sireet  for  domg  so;  that  he  did  accordingly 
fill  up  a  blank  for  the  premises  in  question,  which  blank 
was  produced  in  court,  and  proved  to  be  filled  up  in  his 
handwriting.  He  declined,  it  seemed,  to  execute  any>of  » 
the  deeds  after  having  prepared  them,  on  account  of  some 
•contract  or  writing,  which  he  insisted  must  be  first  delivered 
up  to  him  ;  luit  the  paper  produced  shcAved  his  own  admis- 
sion that  he  had  before  conveyed  the  lands  now  in  question 
by  the  deeds  which  were  biu'nt.  On  the  defence,  a  deed 
from  SlyJvman,  to  one  liyles,  his  son-in-law,  for  this  same 
land,  was  prodnced,  dated  subsequently  to  the  conveyance 
to  Street,  and  registered;  and  it  v/as  objected,  that  the 
deed  to  Street  being  a  bargain  and  sale,  required  registry  y 
to  make  it  valid,  and  that  it  was  therefoi-e  defeated  by  this 
later  conveyance ;  and  that  this  latter  deed,  having  been 
duly  registered,  was,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Registry 
Act,  to  be  preferred  to  the  deed  to  Street.  The  jury  found 
for  the  plainlilf;  and  in  Michaelmas  Term,  O'^Reilly  moved 
to  set  aside  this  verdict  and  enter  a  nonsuit,  on  the  points 
raised  at  the  trial.    Drajier  shewed  cause. 

Robinson,  C..J. — Most  clearly  no  prioiity  of  title  is  gained 
by  registry  of  Hyles'  deed,  because  the  title  to  this  land  was 
not  a  registered  title  before,  and  on  that  account  the  second 
section  of  the  Registry  Act  does  not  extend  to  it.  And  as 
to  the  objection  that  registry  was  necessary  to  supply  the 
place  of  enrolment,  in  order  to  make  the  bargain  and  sale 
from  Rykman  to  Street  a  valid  conveyance — that  objection 
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is  precluded  by  the  forty-seventh  section  of  the  statute  4- 
Wm.  IV.  ch.  1. 

Sherwood,  J.  and  Macaulay,  J.  of  the  same  opinion. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Doe  ex  Dem.  Jackson  v.  Wilkes. 

A  grant  from  the  Crown  must  be  by  matter  of  record  under  the  Great  Seal,  and 
an  exemphfication  under  the  Great  Seal  of  a  grant  invalid  in  its  inception, 
will  not  have  the  effect  of  making  such  grant  valid  by  relation,  from  its  com- 
mencement. 

Ejectment  brought  to  recover  possession  of  a  small  tract 
of  land,  one-fifth  of  an  acre,  in  the  village  of  Brampton. 
The  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  proved  his  title  by  producing 
letters  patent  from  the  crown,  granting  him  the  premises  in 
fee  simple.  The  date  of  the  patent  was  5th  March  1834, 
and  upon  the  face  of  it,  it  appeared  to  be  made  in  confir- 
mation of  a  previous  sale  of  the  land  to  the  grantor,  through 
the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  for  the  sum  of  10/.  bs. 
To  rebut  this  title  the  defendant  produced  an  instrument, 
exemplified  under  the  great  seal  of  this  province,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  transcript : — 

[Great  Seal.]  Upper  Canada. 

William  the  Fourth,  hy  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the  Urdted 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelayidy  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  SfC. 

"  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  Greeting : — 
Know  ve,  that  amongst  the  rolls  and  records  in  the  Secretary 
and  Registrar's  Office,  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  Li]^.  A. 
fol  S,  it  is  thus  contained  : — Frederick  Haldimand,  Captain  General 
and  Governor-in-Chief  of  the  province  of  Quebec  and  territorities 
depending  thereon,  &c.  &c,  &c.,  General  and  Commanderl-in-Chief 
of  his  Majesty's  Forces  in  said  province,  and  the  territories  thereof, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  Whereas  his  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  direct 
that  in  consideration  of  the  early  attachment  to  his  cause  manifested 
by  the  Mohawk  Indians,  and  of  the  loss  of  their  settlement  which 
they  thereby  sustained,  a  convenient  tract  of  land  under  his  protec- 
tion should  be  chosen  as  a  safe  and  comfortable  retreat  for  them  and 
others  of  the  Six  Nations  who  have  either  lost  their  settlements 
within  the  territory  of  the  American  States,  or  wish  to  retire  from 
them  to  the  British ;  I  have,  at  the  earnest  desire  of  many  of  these 
his  faithful  allies,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  from  the  Indians  situated 
between  the  lakes  Ontario,  Erie  and  Huron  ;  and  I  do  hereby,  in 
his  Majesty's  name,  authorise  and  permit  the  said  Mohawk  Nation^, 
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^nd  such  others  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians  as  wish  to  settle  in  that 
quarter,  to  take  possession  of  and  settle  upon  the  hanks  of  the  river 
commonly  called  Ouse  or  Grand  River,  running  into  Lake  Erie/ 
allotting  to  them  for  that  purpose  six  miles  deep  from  each  side  of 
the  river,  beginning  at  Lake  Erie  and  extending  in  that  proportion 
to  the  head  of  the  said  river — which  they  and  their  posterity  are  to 
•enjoy  for  ever. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  the  Castle 
of  St.  Lewis,  at  Quebec,  this  25th  day  of  October  1784, 
and  in  the  25th  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord 
George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain, 
France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so 
forth. 

[Signed,]  Frederick  Haldimand." 

Registered  26ik  March,  1795. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Jarvis. 

By  His  ^xcellencifs  commmicl. 

(Signed)  R.  Matthews. 

"  All  which  we  have  caused  to  be  exemplified. 
"  In  testimony  whereof  we  hav^e  caused  these  our  letters  to  be 
made  patent,  and  the  great  seal  of  our  said  province  to  be  hereunto 
affixed.  Witness  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Sir  John  Colborne, 
3C.C.B.,  lieutenant-governor  of  our  said  provinxje,  and  major-genetal 
commanding  our  forces  therein,  this  2Sth  June,  1S34,  and  fifth  year- 
of  our  reign.  (Signed)  J.  C." 

It  was  then  proved  that  the  Six  Nations  Indians  had 
enjoyed  the  lands  described  in  this  instrument  for  more 
than  forty  years ;  that  the  premises  in  question  composed 
part  of  the  tract ;  and  that  individual  Indians  had  leased 
portions  of  the  tract  to  different  persons.  There  was  also 
produced  a  letter,  admitted  to  be  under  the  signature  of" 
Mr.  Goulburn,  under-secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies  in 
1816,  addressed  to  Captain  Norton,  an  Indian  agent,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  "there  is  no  difficulty  on  the  part  of 
his  Majesty's  government,  to  admit  that  the  grant  on  the 
Grand  River,  which  was  after  the  peace  of  1783  made  to 
the  Five  Nations  and  their  posterity  forever,  is  a  grant  as 
full  and  as  binding  upon  the  government  as  any  other  made 
to  individual  settlers." 

A  verdict  was  directed  to  be  taken  for  the  plaintiff,  with 
leave  for  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  nonsuit  if  the 
court  should  be  of  opinion  that  by  reason  of  the  instrument 
under  the  hand  and  seal-at-arms  of  General  Haidimand,, 


144         king's  bench,  .faster  term,  5  will.  IV. 


and  the  possession  of  the  Indians  under  it,  the  King  was- 
disabled  from  making  the  grant  mider  which  the  lessor  of 
the  plaintiff  claims. 

Draper  accordingly  obtained  a  rule  nisi  in  Michaelmas 
Term  last,  which  was  argued  in  Hilary  Term  by  the 
Attorney- General  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Baldwin  for  the  * 
defendant. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — Nothing  is  reported  to  have  been  given 
in  evidence  at  the  trial,  from  which  it  could  be  inferred 
whether  the  defendant  was  or  was  not  in  possession  by 
privity  with  the  Six  Nations  Indians,  or  whether  they  coun- 
tenanced the  defence  and  objected  to  this  action  upon  the 
idea  that  the  Crown  had  done  or  was  attempting  anything 
in  opposition  to  their  rights,  and  inconsistent  with  the 
former  act  of  the  governor  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  under 
which  the  Indians  had  originally  taken  possession.  From 
what  passed  at  the  trial,  there  was  no  ground  for  assuming 
this  ;  and  upon  the  argument  of  this  case  last  term,  1  con- 
sidered the  legal  questions  which  have  been  agitated  to 
have  been  raised  by  objections  purely  technical,  taken  by 
the  defendant  to  the  title  of  Johnson,  the  lessor  of  the  plain- 
tiff, and  urged  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  himself  in 
possession  without  its  being  attempted  to  be  shewn,  and 
indeed  without  its  being  pretended  that  the  Crown,  in  what 
they  have  latterly  done,  have  been  acting  adversely  to  the 
Indians,  or  with  a  view  to  deprive  them  of  any  advantage 
ihey  could  claim  under  the  instrument  of  Governor  Haldi- 
mand. 

The  defendant  shewing  no  privity  between  himself  and 
the  Six  Nations  Indians^  and  being,  for  all  that  appears,  a 
stranger  to  any  title  that  could  be  set  up  under  the  act  of 
Governor  Haldimand,  does  what  any  defendant  in  eject- 
ment may  do,  generally  speaking — that  is,  he  takes  what- 
ever legal  exceptions  he  can  to  the  title  set  up  for  the  plain- 
tiff; and  he  maintains  that  by  the  instrument  made  by 
General  Haldimand  as  governor  of  the  province  of  Quebec^ 
the  King  was  divested  of  the  title  of  the  premises  in  ques- 
tion, and  was  disabled  to  make  the  grant  which  he  assumed 
to  make  to  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  in  1834. 
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To  this  it  is  answered,  that  the  instrument  produced  can 
have  no  legal  operation  to  pass  an  estate  from  the  Crown — 
first,  because  it  is  not  under  the  great  seal,  and  not  matter 
of  record  ;  secondly,  if  it  were  indeed  a  patent  ueder  the 
great  seal,  it  would  be  void  for  uncertainty  as  to  the  parties 
who  are  to* take  under  it,  the  grant  not  being  made  to  any 
corporate  body,  nor  to  any  person  by  name  in  their  natural 
capacity  ;  thirdly,  that  no  estate  is  conveyed  by  the  words 
of  the  instrument,  which  amounts  merely  to  a  license  to  the 
six  nations  of  Indians  to  enjoy  the  land  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Crown. 

The  defendant,  on  the  other  side,  maintains,  that  the 
instrument  is  in  fact  matter  of  record,  being  made  so  by  its 
being  recently  exemplified  under  the  great  seal ;  that  the 
grantor  can  make  title  under  the  enrolment,  and  cites  3  &  4 
Edw.  VI.  ch.  4,  as  it  seems  from  the  note  on  the  instrument, 
as  well  as  from  the  certificate  exemplifying  it,  that  it  has 
become  matter  of  record  ;  that  it  is  not  indispensable,  with 
respect  to  all  grants  from  the  Crown,,  that  they  should  be 
under  the  great  seal,  for  that  leases  may  be  made  in 
England  under  the  exchequer  seal  (cites  Com.  Dig.  Patent); 
that  in  the  colonies,  grants  from  the  Crown  may  be  goody 
though  not  under  the  great  seal,  if  they  are  sanctioned  by 
usage  in  the  particular  colony  (Chalmers'  Opinions  on- 
Cases  from  the  Colonies,  vol.  1,  p.  24:1)  ;  that  it-  does  not 
appear  to  the  court  that  there  was  a  great  seal  in  use  in 
Canada  when  this  instrument  was  made  (1784) ;  and  that 
whether  a  great  seal  was  necessary  to  grants  of  land,  and 
whether  the  King  could  only  grant  by  record  in  the  province 
of  Quebec,,  must  be  decided  by  the  laws  of  Canada  at  the 
time  the  instrument  was  executed — ^^that  is,  by  the  French 
law  in  force  then — and  not  by  the  law  of  England,  which,  in 
civil  matters,  was  suspended  by  the  introduction  of  the  law 
of  Canada  under  statute  14  Geo.  III.  c.  83. 

As  to  the  objection,  that  the  grant  is  bad  for  uncertainty 
in  respect  to  the  grantor :  that  it  is  at  least  certain  as  to  the 
Indians,  who  went  into  actual  possession  and  lived  upon  it, 
and  that  it  would  be  good  as  regards  their  interests,  though 
there  might  be  uncertainty  as  to  other  persons  who  might 
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claim;  that  the  Indians  were  by  this  grant  made  a  corporate 
body  and  enabled  to  take  (1  Roll.  513)  and  hold  in  a  cor- 
porate capacity,  although  no  corporate  name  was  expressly 
given  to  them.  That  if  the  grant  did  but  give  a  right  to 
hold  generally,  without  strict  legal  words  of  inheritance, 
the  grantor  had  a  life  interest,  during  the  continuance  of 
which  the  King  could  not  make  a  grant  to  others ;  and  that 
if  the  Indians  or  any  Indians  have  under  Governor  Haldi- 
mand's  grant  a  right  to  hold  possession,  that  right  must 
prevent  any  other  person  from  recovering  in  ejectment, 
which  implies  a  right  to  the  immediate  possession. — 
1  Inst.  86. 

In  my  opinion,  the  case  is  clearly  in  favour  of  the  King's 
right  to  make  the  patent  in  1834.  Upon  the  first  objection 
to  the  instrument  of  Governor  Haldimand — for  it  is  impos- 
sible to  adjudge,  upon  any  legal  principle  or  upon  any 
authority,  that  such  an  instrument  could  divest  the  crown 
of  an  estate — it  is  true,  that  by  the  law  of  England  leases 
may  be  made  of  lands  of  the  crown  under  the  seal  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  either  for  years  or  for  life,  because 
such,  it  is  said,  has  been  the  common  usage  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  "  and  the  customs  and  usages  of  every  of  the 
King's  Courts  are  as  a  law,  and  it  would  lead  to  great 
difficulty  and  confusion  if  the  multitude  of  leases  which 
have  been  so  made  were  to  be  held  void." — 2  Co.  16  ;  Cro. 
Car.  99,  513,  528;  Cro  Jac.  109  ;  Plow.  320,  b. 

But  it  is  impossible  to  bring  this  case  within  the  reason 
or  authority  of  Exchequer  leases  of  crown  lands,  for  here- 
neither  is  the  great  seal  used  nor  any  seal  answering  to 
that  which,  upon  the  authority  cited,  can  be  admitted  as 
equivalent.  The  seal  at  arms  of  Governor  Haldimand  is 
no  seal  of  the  King,  and  it  is  not  shewn  that  in  point  of  fact 
it  was  ever  pretended  in  any  other  case  to  dispose  of  crown 
lands  by  an  instrument  under  the  seal  at  arms  of  the* 
Governor  of  Quebec.  Again,  this  instrument  does  not  pro- 
fess in  its  terms  to  be  a  lease  for  years  or  for  life  ;  but  if  it 
be  meant  to  convey  any  legal  estate,  it  clearly  was  not 
intended  to  limit  such  estate  to  the  life  of  the  grantee.  The 
general  principle  is  clear,  that  no  grant  of  the  King  is  avail- 
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able  or  pleadable  unless  under  the  great  seal,  and  it  is 
equally  clear  that  this  case  cannot  be  brought  within  the 
principle  relied  upon. — Com.  Dig.  Patent  C.  2 ;  2  llolb 
182v  1.  5.  The  laws  of  Canada  were  spoken  of  in  the  argu- 
ment. It  was  not  shewn,  that  according  to  those  laws  the 
Governor  of  a  colony,  acting  in  the  name  of  the  King,  could 
under  his  own  seal  at  arms  grant  away  the  lands  of  the 
crown ;  but  it  is  not  important  to  discuss  this  point,  for  the 
question  must  be  resolved  by  the  laws  of  England,  and  not 
by  the  French  law  as  it  prevailed  in  Canada  upon  the  divi- 
sion of  the  Province  of  Quebec.  King  George  the  Third, 
in  the  royal  proclamation  of  1763,  introduced  the  law  of 
England  into  the  newly  conquered  country,  and  the  same 
proclamation,  in  speaking  of  grants  of  land  to  be  made  in 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  uses  the  term  patent ;  and  no 
doubt,  according  to  the  law  of  England,  it  could  only  be 
by  patent  that  lands  could  be  granted.  It  is  true  that  before 
1784,  when  this  instrument  was  made,  the  statute  14  Geo. 
III.  c.  83,  intervened,  which  enacted  that  thereafter,  "  in  all 
matters  of  controversy  relative  to  property  and  civil  rights, 
resort  shall  be  had  to  the  laws  of  Canada,  as  the  rule  of 
decision  of  the  same."  But  if  it  were  otherwise  clear,  that 
under  this  form  of  words  the  laws  of  Canada  could  be  con- 
sidered as  introduced  in  such  a  manner  as  to  apply  to  the 
exercise  of  the  King's  prerogative  in  granting  lands,  bind- 
ing his  Majesty  by  whatever  laws  the  French  King  had 
been  bound,  which  I  do  not  at  present  assent  to,  yet  the 
ninth  clause  of  the  statute  prevents  such  an  application  of 
the  previous  words,  for  it  expressly  declares,  "  that  nothing 
in  this  Act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to 
extend,  to  any  lands  that  have  been  granted  by  his  Majesty 
or  shall  thereafter  be  granted  by  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  to  be  holden  in  free  and  common  soccage."  If 
without  this  clause  the  application  of  the  laws  of  Canada 
would  be  extended  to  make  valid  this  instrument  of  Gover- 
nor Haldimand,  which  otherwise  would  convey  no  interestj, 
it  is  clear  that  the  ninth  clause  would  prevent  the  laws  of 
Canada  from  being  so  extended  as  to  defeat  the  subsequent 
grant  in  free  and  common  soccage,  which  has  been  made 
to  Jackson,  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff. 
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We  are  thrown  upon  the  law  of  England  for  the  decision 
of  this  question,  and  by  that  law  (and  I  imagine,  not  less 
by  the  laws  of  Canada,)  it  is  plain  no  estate  has  been 
created  in  crown  lands  by  this  grant,  if  it  can  be  so  called, 
which  Governor  Haldimand  has  assumed  to  make  of  them 
under  his  seal  at  arms.  The  want  of  the  great  seal  is  in 
my  opinion  fatal.  It  has  been  argued  that  the  recent 
exemplification  of  this  instrument,  under  the  great  seal  of 
the  province,  has  made  it  matter  of  record,  but  the  question 
is,  whether,  when  the  patent  was  issued  to  Jackson  in 
March  1834,  the  King  was  or  was  not  seised  of  the, land.'* 
That  he  was  so  seised  is  plain,  unless  the  instrument  under 
Governor  Haldimand's  seal  at  arms  had  divested  his  Majesty 
•  of  the  estate.  If  that  instrument  could  only  derive  validity 
from  its  being  exemplified  under  the  great  seal,  then  the 
exemplification  came  too  late,  for  clearly  the  principle  upon 
which  the  enrolment  of  a  bargain  and  sale  may  have  an 
effect  retrospectively,  cannot  apply  in  such  a  case,  for  no 
estate  passed  under  thai  instrument  at  the  time  of  its  execu- 
tion.— Com.  Dig.  Confirmation  D.  5.  But  there  can  be 
nothing  in  this  argument,  in  any  view  of  it.  The  principle 
is — that  the  King  can  neither  grant  nor  take  an  estate,  but 
by  matter  of  record.  In  respect  to  titles  made  to  the  King, 
the  question  of  the  necessity  of  the  great  seal  does  not  occur, 
and  it  is  sufficient  to  shew  that  the  conveyance  is  by  matter 
of  record  ;  but  with  respect  to  grants  made  by  the  King,  the 
question  is  not  merely  whether  the  instrument  of  convey- 
ance can  or  cannot  be  made  out  to  be  matter  of  record  ; 
the  grant  must  be  shewn  to  have  been  made  under  the  great 
seal,  and  the  exemplification  under  the  great  seal  of  an 
instrument  in  itself  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  cannot 
change  the  nature  of  the  instrument. 

The  3  &  4  Edw.  VI.  ch.  4,  was  referred  to — but  nothing 
can  be  clearer  than  that  that  statute  and  the  13  Eliz.  ch.  6, 
explaining  it,  can  have  no  such  effect  as  to  make  the  exem- 
plification of  an  instrument,  which  is  not  a  patent,  supply 
the  place  of  a  patent.  It  proves  the  very  contrary,  for  it 
shews  that  no  patent  existed.  Those  statutes  do  nothing 
more  than  enable  persons  claiming  by  force  of  any  patent;^ 
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made  to  them,  to  make  title  by  the  enrolment  of  such  pa- 
tent. Enrolling  an  instrument  such  as  that  produced,  I 
take  to  be  merely  a  nugatory  act.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  Colonial  Governn>ent  of  Quebec 
at  the  time  ihe  instrument  was  made,  which,  as  far  as  has 
been  shewn  to  us,  is  without  precedent  ;  it  is  impossible 
to  give  it  effect,  as  divesting  the  King  of  his  estate,  with- 
out admitting  that  Governor  Haldimand,  under  his  hand  and 
seal  of  arms,  could  have  alienated  all  the  Crown  lands  in 
the  province  without  the  intervention  of  those  forms  which 
^are  necessary  to  the  perfecting  of  a  patent,  and  which  are 
designed  to  afford  protection  both  to  the  crown  and  the 
;subject. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  a  particular  consideration 
of  what  might  be  the  legal  operation  of  this  instrument, 
supposing  it  to  have  been  made  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
binding  on  the  crown  ;  I  must  say,  however,  that  the  letter 
which  was  produced,  under  the  signature  of  Mr.  Goulburn, 
scan  have  no  effect  on  the  judgment  of  this  court  upon  the 
legal  construction  or  effect  of  this  act  of  Governor  Haldi- 
.mand.  It  states  very  openly  and  candidly  what  effect  the 
^Government  are  willing  to  concede  to  it,  so  far  as  their 
rights  and  the  rights  of  the  Indians  are  concerned,  and 
would  be  a  very  strong  document  in  support  of  the  Indians 
if  anything  had  been  since  done  by  the  Government  incon- 
sistent with  the  frank  avowal  contained  in  that  letter.  But 
it  is  not  pretended  that  anything  has  been  done  at  all  at 
variance  with  the  sentiments  then  expressed  by  the  linder 
secretary  of  state,  or  repugnant  to  the  wishes  or  rights  of  the 
Six  Nations.  The  defendant,  I  repeat,  has  shewn  no  priority 
between  himself  and  the  Six  Nations,  and,  for  all  that 
appears,  the  necessity  for  this  ejectment  against  the  defen- 
dant may  as  probably  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  mea- 
sures taken  by  the  crown  m  concert  with  the  Indians,  and 
Ifor  their  interest  and  protection,  as  from  an  opposite  cause. 

Though  my  opinion  is  given  upon  the  insufficient  nature 
^of  the  instrument  produced,  separate  from  its  contents,  I 
ihave  not  failed  to  consider  the  question  raised  with  respect 
to  the  uncertainty  of  the  grantees  that  are  to  take,  and  the 
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nature  of  the  interests  intended  to  be  passed.  At  present  I 
consider  that  the  instrument  cannot  be  held  to  convey  any 
legal  estate,  for  the  want  of  a  certain  designation  of  any 
person  or  pers^ons  to  take  as  grantees. — 1  Co.  50;  Dyer, 
p.  170;  Co.  Lit.  3,  a. ;  10  Co.  26,  b.  I  do  not  think  that 
a  patent  in  the  form  of  this  instrument  would  have  created 
a  corporation  consisting  of  "  the  Mohawk  Nation  and  such 
other  of  the  Six  Nations  Indians  as  wish  to  settle  on  the 
tract  of  land  described  ;"  and  unless  it  can  have  that  effect, 
as  there  are  no  persons  particularly  named,  there  cannot  be 
said  to  be  properly  any  grantees  ;  and  it  is,  at  any  rale, 
out  of  the  question  to  contend  that  an  instrument  under  the 
seal  at  arms  of  a  colonial  governor  can  constitute  a  legal 
charter  erecting  a  corporation.  The  most  that  can  be  made 
of  the  instrument  issued  by  Governor  Haldimand  is  this,  in 
my  opinion — it  may  be  considered  as  a  declaration  by  the 
King's  Governor,  and  in  the  King's  name,  that  certain  lands 
of  the  crown  were  held  by  the  King  for  the  exclusive  use 
and  enjoyment  of  the  Six  Nations.  As  it  conveyed  no  legal 
title,  not  being  under  the  great  seal,  and  not  being  made  to 
any  persons  in  their  natural  capacity,  or  to  a  body  corpo- 
rate, and  contains  no  legal  words  of  inheritance,  it  is 
impossible  to  say  the  King  did  not  continue  fully  seised  iii 
fee  of  the  premises,  or  that  in  a  court  of  law  any  greater 
effect  could  be  ascribed  to  such  an  instrument  than  that  of 
a  license  to  possess  during  the  King's  pleasure,  which  plea- 
sure would  be  determined  by  the  King's  death  or  by  the 
patent  subsequently  issued;  and  so  long  as  the  right  of  pos- 
session continued  unaffected  by  any  determination  of  the 
King's  will,  the  King,  as  the  possessor  of  the  legal  title, 
could  of  course  assert  that  title  against  a  stranger,  for  it 
might  very  well  be  that  the  ejectment  might  be  necessary 
for  the  very  purpose  of  protecting  the  Indians  in  the  exclu- 
sive possession  which  had  been  promised  to  them  ;  so  that 
the  grant  made  to  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  may  be  no 
infringement  of  any  equity  between  the  crown  and  the  Six 
Nations,  and  to  allow  of  an  ejectment  against  the  defen- 
dant, who  appears  in  no  other  light  than  a  stranger,  involves 
no  opposition  to  legal  principles,  since  if  the  crown  had 
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made  no  recent  grant,  and  had  continued  seised  as  trustee 
for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  (admitting  that  to  be  possible  in 
law),  the  King  could  have  asserted  that  legal  title  even 
against  the  cestui  qui  trusty  and  much  more  against  a 
stmnger.— Com.  Dig.  Grant  G.  ;3;  Hard.  443;  8  T.  R.  118. 

I  am  of  opinion,  on  these  grounds,  that  the  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff  should  stand  ;  and  if  this  question  which  has  been 
raised  here  were  to  be  decided  according  to  the  laws  of 
Canada,  and  not  by  the  law  of  England,  it  has  not  been 
shewn  that  the  result  would  be  otherwise.  We  have  ascer- 
tained that  there  was  a  great  seal  in  use  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec  in  1784,  when  the  instrument  of  General  Haldi- 
mand  bears  date  ;  that  grants  of  land,  of  which  few  were 
made  by  the  British  government  before  the  year  1795,  were 
made  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal,  and  that  it  has 
been  uniformly  held  in  the  courts  of  Lower  Canada  that 
grants  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  crown  could  not  be  made 
in  any  other  manner.  Before  the  conquest,  it  appears  that 
no  seal  was  held  to  be  necessary  in  grants  from  the  French 
crown.  The  Governor  and  Intendant  were  enabled  to  grant 
jointly,  but  their  grant  was  not  effectual  until  it  was  ratified 
by  the  King  of  France  •  and  it  may  reasonably  therefore  be 
inferred  that  such  an  instrument  as  this  before  us  could 
not  have  availed  under  the  French-Canadian  law  to  possess 
any  interest  beyond  that  of  a  mere  license  of  occupation. 

I  repeat,  however,  that  such  a  question  as  this,  arising 
here  or  in  Lower  Canada,  is  not  to  be  decided  by  the  laws 
in  force  at  the  time  of  the  conquest,  but  upon  the  principles, 
of  the  common  law  of  England,  which,  in  respect  to  the 
prerogative  of  the  King  in  granting  the  lands  of  the  crown,, 
continued  to  be  in  force  after  the  passing  of  the  14  Geo.  IIL. 
ch.  83,  as  well  as  before. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.,  of  the  same  opinion. 

Per  Cur. — Postea  to  the  plaintiff. 
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McBride  et  al.  V.  Parnell. 

Where  a  father,  intending  in  the  distribution  of  his  property  to  give  his  son  a 
hundred  acres  of  land,  was  induced  by  the  son  to  exchange  that  land  for  the 
property  of  a  stranger,  the  father  paying  1251.  for  such  exchange,  and  the  son 
promising  to  repay  it,  so  that  it  might  go  in  the  distribution  to  the  rest  of  the 
family,  and  the  father  then,  for  a  nominal  consideration,  conveyed  to  the  son 
the^  land  received  in  exchange :  Held  that  the  executors  of  the  father  might 
maintain  an  action  against  the  son  for  the  125/.  as  money  paid  to  his  use,  that 
they  were  not  estopped  by  the  consideration  stated  in  the  deed,  and  that  it  was 
not  for  an  mterest  in  lands  within  the  Statute  of  Frauds. 

Assumpsit. — The  declaration  contains  counts  for  a  mes- 
suage, &c.  sold  by  testator,  work  and  labour,  goods  sold, 
money  lent,  money  paid,  money  had  and  received,  interest, 
and  an  account  stated,  all  by  and  with  testator.  Plea,  non 
assumpsit.  At  the  trial  at  the  last  assizes  for  the  Niagara 
District,  coram  Macaulay,  J.,  it  appeared  in  evidence  that 
by  an  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  dated  14th  October 
1829,  for  the  expressed  consideration  of  five  shillings,  pay- 
ment of  which  was  admitted  in  the  deed  and  by  receipt 
indorsed,  the  testator  conveyed  to  the  defendant  (his  son) 
196  acres  of  land  in  Grantham,  being  portions  of  three  or 
four  lots,  worth  400/.  It  was  represented  verbally  by  the 
witnesses  that  these  premises  had  been  previously  obtained 
by  the  testator  from  one  Pawling,  upon  an  exchange  of  other 
land  and  the  payment  of  125Z.  or  150/.  difference,  and  that 
his  inducement  for  so  doing  was  to  oblige  the  defendant,  to 
whom  it  was  intended  to  be  assigned  instead  of  the  estate 
conveyed  to  Pawhng  in  exchange,  which  had  been  designed 
for  the  defendant.  That  the  defendant  wishing  the  Pawling 
farm,  as  being  more  extensive,  importuned  the  testator  to 
effect  the  exchange,  and  promised  to  answer  for  the  diffe- 
rence advanced.  That  about  five  years  ago,  and  after  the 
delivery  of  the  aforesaid  deed,  the  defendant  told  one  of  the 
witnesses  that  he  had  agreed  to  pay  the  testator  $600, 
having  received  that  much  more  than  his  share  by  the  said 
deed.  That  this  sum  was  to  be  paid  to  equalize  the  portions 
of  other  members  of  the  family.  This  witness  understood 
from  the  defendant  that  the  testator  had  paid  $500  to  effect 
the  exchange,  which  he  admitted  to  owe  him,  having 
received  the  property.  Another  witness  said  the  defendant 
told  him  he  had  to  pay  $500,  which  the  testator  had 
advanced  to  Pawling  in  the  exchange  ;  that  the  defendant 
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had  then  recently  received  a  conveyance  of  the  estate,  and 
was  to  reimburse  the  testator  that  amount.  Afterwards  the 
witness  stated  the  defendant  to  have  said  he  was  to  pay  the 
money  to  testator  or  his  (defendant's)  two  younger  sisters, 
if  the  testator  did  not  require  it  of  him.  Another  witness 
gave  evidence  tending  to  prove  defendant's  admission  of  his 
liability  to  pay  the  $500,  and  represented  that  his  brothers 
only  received  one  hundred  acres  of  land  each — such  ad- 
mission having  preceded  the  conveyance  to  defendant — and 
that  the  defendant  obtained  an  excess  of  land  above  ihe  rest 
owing  to  the  exchange  with  Pawling,  and  was  in  consi- 
deration thereof  to  repay  the  testator's  advances.  This  wit- 
ness said  he  had  no  doubt  the  money  would  have  been  paid 
had  the  testator  lived,  and  that  he  understood  securities 
were  to  have  been  given,  but  they  had  been  refused  or  lost 
sight  of  after  the  execution  of  the  deed  to  defendant. 

On  the  defence  it  was  objected, — 1st.  That  the  evidence 
shews,  if  anything,  an  agreement,  contract  or  sale  of  lands, 
and  that  the  plaintiffs  are  estopped  by  testator's  deed  from 
denying  the  payment  of  the  consideration.  2d.  That  such 
contract  should  be  proved  in  writing.  3rd.  That  the  de- 
fendant's subsequent  admission  was  in  the  alternative  to 
pay  the  testator  or  his  sisters,  and  that  the  plaintifls  could 
not  recover  thereon. 

It  was  said,  in  reply,  that  the  evidence  proved  the  money 
to  have  been  paid  at  the  defendant's  request,  and  for  his 
use  and  benefit. 

Macaulay,  J.  charged  the  jury  that  he  thought  the  evi- 
dence sufficient  to  prove  a  promise  to  pay  after  the  deed  to 
defendant,  and  before  the  promise  to  testator,  founded  upon 
a  sufficient  consideration  to  sustain  iLe  action  as  upon  an 
account  stated.  The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff,  and  125Z. 
damages. 

Dickson  obtained  a  rule  nisi  last  Michaelmas  term  to  set 
aside  the  verdict  and  enter  a  nonsuit  on  the  objection  raised 
at  the  trial.    Sullivan  shewed  cause. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — Upon  the  evidence,  I  think  defendant 
liable  upon  his  promise  to  pay  testator  the  sum  he  admitted  ; 
and  it  may  be  justly  held  that  the  father  advanced  the  money 
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for  him,  and  became  merely  the  medium  of  acquiring  the 
land  for  his  benefit,  and  that  the  receipt  on  the  deed  cannot 
extinguish  the  debt  for  the  money  expended  for  his  use. 
The  plaintiff's  evidence  is  uncontradicted — upon  that  evi- 
dence the  justice  of  the  case  is  clearly  on  the  side  of  the 
verdict,  and  I  see  no  legal  objection  to  the  plaintiff's  reco- 
very.   In  my  opinion,  the  transaction  is  not  properly  to  be 
regarded  as  a  bargain  and  sale  of  the  land  between  the 
testator  and  this  defendant,  his  son ;  so  that  the  objection 
that  the  receipt  for  the  consideration  money  indorsed  on  the 
deed  estops  these  plaintifls  as  claiming  anything  as  still 
due,  does  not  apply.    The  defendant  was  one  of  several 
children,  to  each  of  whom  their  father,  the  testator,  intended 
to  give  one  hundred  acres  of  land  as  their  portion.  /The 
farm  in  question  belonging  to  a  neighbour,  Mr.  Pawling, 
contained  more  than  one  hundred  acres,  and  w^as  of  greater 
value  than  the  defendant  had  an  expectation  of  receiving 
in  the  distribution  of  the  property — to  obtain  it,  the  testator 
gave  in  exchange  one  hundred  acres,  which  was  to  have 
been  defendant's  portion,  and  five  hundred  dollars  ;  but  this 
difference  the  defendant  admitted  to  several  witnesses  he 
was  to  make  good  to  the  testator,  in  order  that  the  proposed 
equality  of  distribution  might  be  preserved.    The  testator 
paid  the  money  to  Pawling,  procured  the  deed  to  himself, 
and  then  transferred  the  land  to  his  son.    He  did  not  sell 
the  land  to  his  son — he  bought  it  for  him,  and  then  con- 
veyed it  to  him,  charging  him  neither  more  nor  less  than 
the  difference  he  had  to  pay  in  procuring  it,  and  not  upon 
any  bargain  having  reference  to  the  actual  value.  The 
consideration  stated  in  the  deed  from  testator  to  defendant 
is  merely  nominal — 5s.    It  is  true  that  the  testator  having 
the  title  in  his  own  name,  might  have  sold  the  land  to  de- 
fendant as  to  a  stranger,  or  might  have  conveyed  it  to  any 
one  else,  but  he  did  not — on  the  contrary,  he  merely  effected 
an  exchange  for  his  son's  benefit,  and  upon  the  terms  un- 
derstood before  and  admitted  after  the  transaction  was 
closed,  that  the  defendant  should  repay  to  his  father  the 
$500  he  had  advanced.    The  case  does  not,  in  my  opinion, 
come  within  the  Statute  of  Fraud.    The  plaintiffs  have  no 
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occasion  to  sue  upon  an  executory  agreement  concerning 
an  interest  in  lands — they  merely  call  upon  the  defendant 
to  repay  money  advanced  for  him,  and  they  prove  what  I 
think  would  enable  them  to  recover  upon  an  account  stated. 
The  consideration  is  executed,  and  is  certainly  sufficient  to 
support  the  assumpsit. 

Vide— Jenk.  166  ;  2  Taunt.  14  ;  5  B.  &  C.  606  ;  3  D.  & 
R.  99  ;  1  B.  &  C.  704 ;  1  Esp.  172  ;  Skin.  113  ;  9  Mod. 
87;  1  Vern.  159,  383;  2  Vern.  427;  3  C.  &  P.  170;  2 
B.  &  B.  99  ;  6  Moore,  119  ;  5  Taunt.  36  ;  5  T.  R.  603; 
13  Ea.  249  ;  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  48 ;  5  M.  &  S.  65. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.  concurred. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Woodruff  v.  Glassford. 

One  of  several  defendants  in  assumpsit,  who  has  paid  ihe  whole  amount  of  th« 
damages  under  an  execution,  is  entitled  to  recover  contribution  from  the  other 
defendants,  and  in  an  action  for  such  contribution,  the  regularity  of  the 
judgment  in  the  original  action  cannot  be  questioned,  and  it  is  not  necessary 
to  shew  any  notice  of  the  execution,  nor  demand  of  the  money  belbre  action 
brought. 

Assumpsit  brought  by  plaintiff  (who  was  one  of  several 
defendants  in  an  action  brought  by  Ward)  against  Glass- 
ford,  another  of  such  defendants,  for  contribution.  Judg- 
ment in  the  former  suit  was  entered  in  August  1828  against 
Woodruff,  Glassford  and  seven  others,  among  whom  w^as 
one  Parker.  These  defendants  were  joint  owners  of  a 
steamboat,  the  engine  for  which  had  been  furnished  by 
Ward,  and  the  action  was  brought  for  the  value  of  that 
engine,  or  rather  for  the  price  agreed  to  be  paid  for  it. 
Parker  was  omitted  in  the  process,  but  the  cause  being 
referred  to  arbitration,  Parker's  name  was  included  in  the 
reference  and  in  the  award,  and  so  became  included  in  the 
judgment.  It  was  proved  that  a  Ji.  fa.  issued  on  the  judg- 
ment, upon  which  860Z.  7^.,  being  for  debt,  interest,  costs 
and  sheriff's  fees,  were  levied  from  Woodruff,  the  plaintiff 
in  this  cause,  who  paid  the  amount  in  November  1831,  and 
interest  being  calculated  upon  that  sum  to  the  period  of 
trial,  the  plaintiff  claimed  one-ninth  from  Glassford,  as  one 
of  the  nine  defendants  in  the  original  cause,  being 
112Z.  155.  lOd. 


156  king's  bench,  EASTER  term,  5  WILL.  IV. 


Upon  the  trial  the  defendant  took  several  exceptions  : — 
1st.  That  the  judgment  varied  from  the  process  in  the  origi- 
nal cause,  the  former  not  including  Parker's  name  ;  2nd. 
That  no  authority  was  proved  for  enforcing  the  execution, 
Ward  having  given  no  such  authority,  and  McMullan,  who 
was  proved  by  viva  voce  evidence  only  to  have  taken  an 
assignment  of  the  judgment  from  Ward,  did  not  by  such 
evidence  shew  sufficiently  his  interest  in  the  judgment  or 
his  right  to  authorise  any  proceedings  under  it;  3rd.  That 
no  demand  was  proved  to  have  been  made  upon  the  defen- 
dant before  action  brought,  and  no  notice  by  plaintiff  to  him 
before  he  paid  the  execution.  Macaulay,  J.,  who  tried  the 
cause,  overruled  these  objections,  as  the  plaintiff  had  a 
verdict  at  the  last  assizes  for  the  Niagara  District. 

In  Michaelmas  term  last  Sherwood  obtained  a  rule  nisi 
to  set  aside  this  verdict  and  for  a  new  trial,  verdict  being 
against  law  and  for  misdirection.    Dickson  shewed  cause. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — I  think  the  objections  were  all  rightly 
overruled  at  the  trial,  for  clearly  the  judgment  must  be 
regarded  as  regular  till  it  is  set  aside,  and  the  execution  is 
in  accordance  with  it.  If  Parker  allowed  himself  to  be 
included  in  the  reference,  when  he  need  not  have  been,  it 
was  so  far  favorable  to  the  defendant,  as  it  increased  the 
number  of  persons  liable  to  contribute,  and  lessened  the 
proportion  to  be  paid  by  him ;  at  any  rate,  we  can  go  no 
further  than  the  judgment,  and  cannot  discuss  its  regularity 
in  this  action.  As  to  the  second  point — the  execution 
under  which  this  money  was  levied  is  lost,  but  the  time  of 
its  issuing  and  the  tenor  of  it  are  proved.  Of  course  Wood- 
ruff had  no  knowledge  under  what  authority  it  issued — it 
was  enforced  against  him — his  goods  were  levied  upon,  and 
he  was  compelled  to  pay.  No  collusion  on  his  part  was 
shewn,  and  the  evidence  leaves  I  think  no  solid  ground  in 
point  of  fact  for  objection  on  this  head.  It  is  proved  that 
persons  not  parties  to  this  judgment  had  paid  the  money  to 
Ward,  upon  an  agreement  with  him  and  some  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  boat,  and  that  the  execution  was  enforced  in 
order  to  reimburse  them.  It  is  true  that  the  assignment  of 
the  judgment  to  these  third  parties  was  not  proved — it  was 
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only  spoken  of;  but  McMullan  &  Co.  and  McPherson 
having  paid  the  money  to  Ward,  was  sufficient  to  shew 
their  interest  in  enforcing  the  judgment.  The  taking  the 
assignment  was  proper  in  point  of  prudence  and  on  their 
own  account,  but  not  necessary  to  be  shewn  here,  in  order 
to  establish  the  right  to  proceed  on  the  execution  in  Ward's 
name.  As  to  the  third  objection — that  notice  should  have 
been  given  to  defendant  by  Woodruff  before  he  paid  the 
money  on  the  execution,  and  that  a  demand  should  have 
been  made  before  action  brought,  there  is  no  room  for  con- 
tending that  such  proof  was  necessary  here.  In  an  action 
by  a  surety  against  his  principal,  or  by  a  co-surety  against 
another  for  contribution,  notice  is  necessary  to  be  shewn, 
but  here  they  were  co-defendants  in  an  action,  and  the 
judgment  immediately  and  directly  afTects  them  all  equally, 
and  all  had  an  opportunity  of  making  a  defence.  As  to 
demanding  contribution  before  action  brought,  I  think  it 
was  unnecessary.  It  is  a  plain  case  of  money  paid  by  one 
man  on  account  of  another,  and  bringing  an  action  to 
recover  it  back  is  a  sufficient  demand.  It  was  argued  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant  that  the  bubble  acts  6  Geo.  I.  ch. 
18,  and  14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37,  rendered  this  association  of  per- 
sons, as  owners  of  the  steamboat,  an  illegal  association, 
because  they  raised  stock  in  shares  which  were  transferable ; 
but  I  am  of  opinion  that  these  statutes,  when  they  were  in 
force,  never  extended  to  an  association  of  this  description, 
which  is  indeed  nothing  more  than  the  common  case  of 
€very  company  of  shipowners  ;  and  indeed  this  is  so  obvious 
on  a  perusal  of  these  statutes,  that  I  need  add  nothing  more 
on  this  head,  or  cite  the  modern  caseslin  which  the  objects 
of  the  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  have  been  considered  and  explained. 

There  were  two  other  objections  started  at  the  argument 
in  term,  but  I  am  not  sure  whe  her  they  were  taken  at  the 
trial.  It  has  been  urged  that  this  defendant  is  not  liable 
for  contribution  alone,  but  that  the  other  eight  defendants 
should  have  been  sued  jointly  with  him  ;  and  further,  that 
plaintiff  and  defendant  being  partners  (joint  owners  of  the 
steamboat),  the  one  could  not  sue  the  other  upon  a  matter 
4jonnected  with  their  joint  interests-    These  objections  were 
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fully  answered  in  the  argument.  If  it  were  true  that  the 
defendant  could  not  be  sued  alone  for  contribution,  he 
should  have  pleaded  in  abatement,  but  in  truth  there  never 
was  any  room  for  the  objection  ;  and  as  to  the  other  point, 
the  parties  were  not  co-partners — they  were  simply  joint 
owners  of  a  chattel,  or  rather  tenants  in  common,  each 
having  a  distinct  though  undivided  share.  Upon  the  merits 
of  the  case  I  see  nothing  that  should  prevent  the  plaintiff*'s 
recovering.  Undoubtedly  this  defendant  was  liable  to  pay 
one-ninth  the  judgment  obtained  by  Ward — he  has  paid 
nothing ;  admitting  that  two  other  defendants  in  this  suit 
have  paid  their  share,  the  remainder  has  been  paid  by  this 
plaintiff,  and  indeed,  in  point  of  fact,  he  has  been  made  to 
pay  the  whole  judgment,  as  if  no  defendant  had  paid  any- 
thing ;  whether  he  has  been  made  to  do  this  rightly  or  not, 
is  not  examinable  in  this  cause — that  depends  upon  whether 
the  two  defendants  alluded  to,  Campbell  and  Mervin,  paid 
their  money  as  defendants  on  account  of  the  judgment, 
finally  and  without  reserve,  or  merely  as  contributors  with 
others,  not  parties  to  the  judgment,  to  satisfy  Ward  at  the 
time,  looking  as  well  as  they  did  to  have  the  money  thus 
advanced^  not  paid^  returned  to  them  out  of  the  first  earnings 
of  the  boat.  But  in  the  meantime,  to  say  the  least.  Wood- 
ruff has  paid  the  shares  of  all  the  other  defendants,  and 
among  them  Mr.  Giassford's,  and  there  is  no  pretence  why 
he  should  not  recover  in  this  action. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.  concurred. 

Per  Cur, — Postea  to  the  plaintiff. 


Bank  of  Upper  Canada  v.  Boulton  and  Covert. 

Debt  on  bond  against  two  defendants,  conditioned  that  A.  as  a  bank  agent  sbould 
account  as  often  as  he  should  be  called  upon.  Pleas,  that  before  action  brought 
A.  ceased  to  be  agent,  and  that  while  he  was  agent  he  kept  all  the  clauses, &c. 
in  the  condition  ;  secondly,  that  A.  paid  the  plaintiff  the  amount  of  the  penalty 
in  the  bond  :  Held  bad  on  general  dennurrer,  the  first  plea  not  answering  the 
condition,  and  the  second  not  being  pleaded  as  accord  and  satisfaction,  nor  any 
release  shewn. 

Debt  on  bond. — Defendants  pleaded  severally,  craving 
oyer,  and  setting  out  the  condition  of  the  bond,  which  is  as 
follows : — "  Whereas  James  Gray  Bethune  has  been  ap- 
pointed agent  of  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada  at  Cobourg, 
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in  the  said  district  of  Newcastle,  and  hath  been  required 
by  the  President  and  Directors  thereof  to  give  good  and 
sufficient  security  for  the  due  performance  of  his  duty. 
Now,  the  condition  of  the  above  written  obligation  is  such, 
that  if  the  said  James  Gray  Bethune  shall  and  do,  and  to 
the  best  of  his  skill  and  understanding  demean  himself  as 
agent  of  the  said  bank,  and  shall  and  do,  as  often  as  he 
shall  be  required  by  the  President  and  Directors  thereof, 
render  a  true,  just  and  full  account  of  all  the  bills,  notes 
monies  and  other  things  committed  to  his  charge  as  such 
agent  as  aforesaid,  together  with  all  interest  and  profits 
arising  therefrom,  and  paid  to  him  by  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  shall  from  time  to  time  transact  business  with  him 
as  agent  for  the  said  bank,  and  shall  in  all  things  obey  and 
observe  the  instructions  which  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
transmitted  to  him  by  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
said  Bank  of  Upper  Canada  touching  or  concerning  ihe 
business  by  them  confided  to  his  charge,  then  this  obligation 
shall  be  void — otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue." 

The  defendant  Covert  pleaded,  1st — non  est  factum^  and 
2nd — a  special  plea,  on  which  issue  was  joined ;  and  he 
pleaded  six  other  special  pleas,  to  which  the  plaintiffs  de- 
murred generally.  His  3rd  plea  states  that  Bethune,  after 
the  making  of  the  bond,  and  before  action  brought,  ceased 
to  be  agent  of  the  Bank,  and  during  all  the  time  that  he 
was  agent  of  the  Bank,  he  did  well  and  truly  observe  all 
the  articles  and  conditions  to  be  performed  by  him,  &c. 
according  to  the  condition  of  the  bond.  4ih.  That  before 
action  brought,  Bethune  paid  to  the  plaintiffs  the  said  sum 
of  2,000/.  in  the  said  writing  obligatory  mentioned.  5th. 
That  before  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  Bethune  paid  to 
the  said  plaintiffs,  &c.  as  in  the  last  plea, with  this  difference, 
that  in  the  4th  plea  the  day  of  payment  (21st  January,  1 834) 
is  laid  after  a  scilicet  ;  in  this  plea  it  is  laid  absolutely  on 
the  31st  January  1834.  6th.  That  before  the  commence- 
ment of  this  suit  Bethune  paid  to  the  plaintiffs  the  sum  of 
1755Z.  9s.  Sd.  in  full  payment  and  discharge  of  the  clauses, 
tiffs  have  not  at  any  time  since  the  making,  of  the  said 
writing  obligatory  and  the  condition  thereof,  hitherto  been 
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in  anywise  damnified  by  reason  or  means  of  any  matter^ 
cause  or  thing  in  the  said  condition  mentioned.    8th.  Action 
non — because  if  the  said  plaintiffs  have  been  damnified  for 
or  by  reason  or  means  or  on  account  of  any  matter,  cause 
or  thing  in  the  said  conditions  of  the  said  writing  obligatory 
mentioned,  the  said  plaintiffs  have  been  so  damnified  of 
their  own  wrong  and  through  their  own  means  and  default. 
The  defendant  Boulton,  craving  oyer,  pleaded  non  est  fact. 
and  eight  special  pleas.    To  the  2nd  and  4th  the  plaintiffs 
replied,  and  an  issue  in  fact  was  raised  on  them;  to  the. 
3rd,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th  and  9th  plaintiffs  demurred  generally. 
The  3rd  plea  is  similar  to  that  of  the  defendant  Covert; 
the  5th  is  the  same  as  Covert's  4th  plea ;  the  6th  is  the  same 
as  Covert's  5th  plea;  the  7th  actio  non,  because  before 
action  brought  the  said  J.  G.  Bethune  paid  to  the  said  plain- 
tiffs the  said  sum  of  1735Z.  9s,  3c?.,  and  the  said  plaintiffs 
accepted  the  same  in  full  payment  and.  discharge  of  the 
clauses,  conditions,  agreements,  matters  and  things  in  the 
said  condition,  &c.  mentioned  ;  the  8th  plea  is  the  same  as 
Covert's  7th  plea ;  the  9th  plea  is  the  same  as  Covert's  8th 
plea. 

These  demurrers  were  argued  in  Hilary  term  last  by 
Sullivan  for  the  plaintiff  and  D.  Bethune  for  the  defendant. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — It  is  perfectly  clear,  in  respect  to  all 
the  pleas  demurred  to,  except  the  4th  and  5th  of  ihe  defen- 
dant Covert,  and  the  5th  and  6th  of  the  defendant  Boulton, 
that  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  succeed,  and  upon  those 
also  I  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion,  though  not  so 
readily.  The  third  plea  of  each  defendant  is  the  same  in 
substance  and  form,  and  is  undoubtedly  bad.  The  evident 
intention  of  such  a  condition  must  be  that  the  oflicer 
appointed  shall  discharge  his  duty  faithfully  while  he  con- 
tinues an  officer;  and  in  respect  to  paying  over  and  account- 
conditions,  agreements,  matters  and  things  in  the  said  con- 
ditions of  the  said  writing  obligatory  mentioned,  to  wit,  at 
York  aforesaid.  7th.  Actio  non — because  the  said  plain- 
ing for  monies,  that  he  shall  not  only  comply  with  this  part 
of  his  duty  during  his  service,  but  that  whsn  his  service  is 
at  an  end  he  shall  render  an  account  of  any  monies  received 
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by  him  while  in  service,  and  shall  pay  over  such  monies. 
To  take  a  condition  in  any  other  form  would  be  absurd 
indeed,  for  if  the  officer  by  his  misconduct  should  compel 
his  employers  to  discharge  him,  or  even  if  he  should  with- 
out cause  abandon  their  service,  he  might  decline  to  render 
any  account  or  to  pay  over  any  monies  formerly  received, 
and  they  would  be  without  remedy  against  the  surety. 
To  be  sure  a  condition  might  be  framed  in  explicit  terms, 
so  as  to  lead  to  this  absurd  consequence,  but  the  court 
would  reluctantly  give  way  to  such  a  construction,  unless 
the  language  was  so  plain  to  that  effect  that  it  would  admit 
of  no  other  construction.  Here  it  is  quite  otherwise.  The 
condition  is  that  the  officer  shall,  as  often  as  he  shall  be 
thereunto  required,  render  a  true  account,  &c.  and  there  are 
no  words  saying  he  may  not  be  called  upon  when  out  of 
office  to  account  for  what  he  did  while  in  office.  This  plea 
is  no  answer  to  the  declaration,  lookinggas  wcj^mustj^at  the 
condition  set  out  on  oyer.  It  was  probably  not  intended  to 
rely  on  this  plea.  The  authorities  cited  do  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  maintain  it.  Liverpool  Water  Works  v. 
Atkinson  (6  Ea.  510),  which  bears  mostupon  the  question,  is 
clearly  inapplicable.  It  only  decides  that  where  a  bond  is 
given  that  a  clerk  shall  serve  faithfully  for  twelve  months, 
and  duly  account  for  all  monies  that  he  shall  receive  in 
such  service,  the  sureties  in  such  a  bond  are  not  responsi- 
ble for  any  monies  received  by  him  after  the  twelve  months, 
if  he  should  continue  to  serve.  It  decides  what  could  not 
be  doubted,  that  in  this  case,  if  Mr.  Bethune,  after  he  ceased 
to  be  agent,  had  received  monies  for  the  bank,  these  defen- 
dants would  not  have  been  responsible  for  such  monies. 
The  6th  plea  of  the  defendant  Covert  and  7th  plea  of  the 
defendant  Boulton  were  admitted  in  argument  to  be  bad. 
The  7th  and  8th  pleas  of  defendant  Covert  and  8th  and  9tb 
of  defendant  Boulton  cannot  be  supported.  This  is  not  an 
indemnity  bond.  It  becomes  absolute  if  the  agent  has 
failed  in  any  point  of  duty,  and  the  plaintiffs  would  be 
entitled  to  recover  without  proving  any  substantial  damage ; 
for  instance,  if  he  failed  to  render  an  account,  or  should  dis- 
obey an  order,  though  no  pecuniary  loss  should  follow. 

Y  VOL.  IV. 
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The  case  of  Holmes  v.  Rhodes  (1  B.&  P.  640)  is  a  much 
stronger  case  than  the  present  in  favour  of  such  a  plea,  from 
the  terms  of  the  condition,  but  it  was  there  held  not  to 
be  pleadable. —  Carth.  375. 

The  4th  and  5th  pleas  of  defendant  Covert  and  5th  and 
6th  pleas  of  defendant  Boulton  remain  to  be  considered. 
There  is  no  reason  why  either  of  the  defendants  should 
have  pleaded  this  defence  in  more  than  one  plea,  for  the 
two  pleas  which  each  has  pleaded  are  in  substance  and 
form  the  same,  except  that  a  different  day  is  stated  in  which 
the  2000Z.  is  alleged  to  have  been  paid.    The  defence 
advanced  in  these  pleas  is — that  before  action  brought  the 
said  James  G.  Bethune  paid  to  the  said  plaintiffs  the  said 
sum  of  2000Z.  in  the  said  writing  obligatory  mentioned. 
It  requires  more  consideration  to  form  an  opinion  upon  these 
pleas  than  upon  the  others,  for  they  are  without  precedent, 
and  no  authority  can  be  cited  which  is  applicable  in  terms. 
None,  I  am  convinced,  can  be  adduced  in  support  of  them. 
According  to  a  general  principle  of  pleading,  the  averments 
or  matter  of  a  plea  are  to  be  taken  most  strongly  against  the 
party  pleading,  and  for  obvious  reasons.    Now  it  is  not 
stated  in  these  pleas  whether  the  2000/.  was  paid  before  or 
after  breach  of  the  condition  ;  we  must  therefore  considery 
if  the  distinction  would  be  material  in  deciding  the  ques- 
tion, that  the  payment  might  have  been  made  before  forfei- 
ture of  the  condition  as  well  as  after,  and  then  see  how  the 
defence  could  be  supported  in  that  case.    Accord  and  satis- 
faction before  breach  of  the  condition,  it  is  held,  cannot  be 
pleaded  in  bar  to  an  action  of  debt  on  the  bond,  but  we  need 
not  look  particularly  into  this,  for  it  is  not  accord  and  satis- 
faction that  is  pleaded  here.    The  alleged  payment  cannot 
have  been  intended  to  be  pleaded  by  way  of  accord  and 
satisfaction,  for  nothing  is  said  of  accord,  nor  is  it  alleged 
that  Bethune  paid  the  2000/.  in  satisfaction  of  the  bond,  or 
that  the  plaintiffs  accepted  it  in  satisfaction ;  and  both  of 
these  statements  are  necessary  and  are  matter  of  substance. 
—3  Ea  252  ;  Str.  23,  173. 

Either,  therefore,  the  defence  advanced  must  be  considered 
good  as  a  plea  of  payment  of  the  penalty  of  the  bond,  or 


BANK  OF  UPPER  CANADA  V.  BOU1.TON  ET  AL.  163 


it  cannot  be  supported.  The  averment  is  simply,  thai  after 
making  the  bond,  and  before  action  brought,  the  said  J.  G. 
Bethune  paid  to  the  plaintiff  the  said  sum  of  2,000/.  in  the 
said  writing  obligatory  mentioned.  It  was  objected  in  ar- 
gument that  payment  or  satisfaction  by  a  stranger  could  not 
at  all  events  avail.  If  this  were  after  breach,  and  the  plea 
were  that  J.  G.  Bethune,  after ,  breach,  paid  the  sum  of 
2,000/.,  the  penalty,  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  condition,  I 
do  not  at  present  think  that  any  objection  would  lie  to  the 
plea  on  the  ground  of  Bethune's  want  of  aaihority  to  make 
the  payment.  I  do  not  consider  him  a  stranger  to  the  con- 
dition, and  it  cannot  be  said  here,  as  in  the  case  cited, 
that  the  person  paying  or  making  satisfaction  "  was  a  mere 
stranger,  and  in  no  sort  privy  to  the  condition  of  the  obli- 
gation."— Cro.  Eliz.  541 ;  vide  1  Pothier,  330.  On  the  con- 
trary, though  not  directly  a  party  to  the  bond,  he  is  mate- 
rially concerned  in  the  condition  ;  the  responsibility  of  the 
obligors  was  undertaken  on  his  account,  and  whatever  they 
may  have  eventually  to  pay  in  consequence,  he  is  legally 
liable  to  make  good.  But  apart  from  this  objection,  the 
plea  is  in  my  opinion  wholly  insufiicient.  This  is  a  bond, 
with  a  condition  to  do  a  collateral  thing — namely,  to  serve 
faithfully,  render  a  true  account,  &c.  If  before  breach  such 
a  bond  can  be  discharged  otherwise  than  by  a  sealed 
release,  or  an  acknowledgment  under  seal  that  it  is  dis- 
charged, is  the  fn'st  question.  That  it  could  not  be  so  dis- 
charged by  accord  and  satisfaction,  seems  to  be  held  by 
the  authorities  cited  ;  and  if  it  could,  still  we  are  to  con- 
sider that  accord  and  satisfaction  is  not  pleaded.- — 9  Co.  79  ; 
5  Mod.  86  ;  6  Co.  43;  Cro.  Jac.  254;  2  Wils.  86;  2  W, 
Bl.  1190;  Willes,  283;  Cro.  Eliz.  46;  5  Co.  43. 

Then,  can  a  bond  with  such  a  condition  be  discharged 
before  breach,  by  payment  of  the  penalty?  In  reason,  1 
should  think  it  might,  provided  it  were  pleaded  that  the 
penalty  was  paid  and  accepted  in  full  satisfaction  and  dis- 
charge of  the  bond,  and  the  cases  in  Bl.  Rep.  and  Willes 
would  seem  in  principle  to  favour  this  conclusion,  but  the 
iBtrict  rules  of  law  as  laid  down  in  the  older  cases,  cited 
And  recognised  in  modern  authorities,  are  against  it. —  Vide 
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7  Ea.  151;  1  Esp.  N.  P.  256;  Selw.  N.  P.  564.  And 

however  this  may  be,  1  am  clear  that  we  cannot  regard  the 
mere  statement  in  the  plea — that  J.  G.  Bethune  paid  the 
said  sum  of  2,000Z.  in  the  said  obligation  mentioned  as 
equivalent  to  an  averment  that  it  was  paid  and  accepted  in 
satisfaction  and  discharge  of  the  bond.  I  do  not  say  that 
even  such  a  plea,  or  anything  short  of  a  discharge  under 
seal,  would  in  such  a  case  suffice — but  the  plea  as  it  is 
cannot  possibly  be  a  bar.  Payment  at  the  day  of  a  sum 
secured  by  a  bond  with  condition,  is  of  course  a  bar,  and 
payment  before  the  day  is  of  course  made  equally  so,  by 
being  pleaded  as  payment  at  the  day,  and  so  treated  in 
evidence  ;  but  in  a  bond  of  this  kind,  to  do  a  collateral 
thing,  there  could  be  nothing  to  be  paid  before  breach — 
there  was  nothing  due.  No  dehitum  in  prcBsente  solvendum 
in  futuro^  as  in  the  case  of  a  money  bond,  before  the  day 
of  payment.  The  obligees  were  not  bound  to  take  any 
sum  of  money,  even  beyond  the  penalty,  and  give  up  thei^ 
security  for  the  good  conduct  of  their  agent. 

If,  therefore,  2,000/.  was  paid  them,  under  such  circum- 
stances, it  was  not  payment  of  a  debt  due,  and  could  not 
of  itself  operate  in  discharge  of  the  bond.  It  might,  to  be 
sure,  be  accepted  in  discharge  if  the  obligees  chose  ;  but  if 
it  had  been,  and  if  the  payment  so  ajccepted  had  been 
pleaded  by  way  of  accord  and  satisfaction  of  the  bond,  and 
whether  that  could  have  been  a  bar  without  an  acquittance 
under  seal,  would  have  remained  a  question ;  and  I  appre- 
hend that  when  the  money  paid  cannot  be  pleaded  to  have 
been  paid  in  discharge  of  money  due  by  the  bond — nothing 
but  a  sealed  acquittance  applying  to  the  bond  itself  will 
be  a  bar.  But  I  am  convinced  that  these  pleas  can  be 
supported  by  no  principle  or  authority^  and  that  there  must 
be  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  on  all  the  demurrers. — Sh 
2  Adol  &  Ellis,  623. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.  comiXtfed* 

Per  Cur, — Judgment  for  the  plalntii'm  ^demurrer. 
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Bank  of  Upper  Canada  v.  Donald  Bethune. 

The  Bubble  Acts  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  and  14  Geo.  II.  are  not  in  force  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  Banks  chartered  by  Acts  of  the  Provincial  Parliament  could  not 
come  within  the  provisions  of  those  Acts. 

Assumpsit  by  the  plaintiffs,  as  indorsers  of  certain  pro- 
missory notes,  against  defendant  as  maker.  The  plaintiffs 
sue  as  a  corporation,  under  the  name  given  them  by  the 
"act  of  the  Provincial  Legislature,  which  is  their  charter. 
Pleas  : — 1st.  General  issue.  2nd.  That  the  plaintiffs  are 
associated  illegally  for  a  purpose  prohibited  by  the  statute 
14  G.  II.  ch.  37  ;  and  that  the  notes  sued  on  were  obtained 
and  received  by  the  plaintiffs  in  their  pretended  business 
of  banking,  contrary  to  that  statute.  3rd.  Usury  in  the  dis- 
counting of  the  note.  Issue  was  joined  on  the  first  and 
third  pleas,  and  to  the  other  there  was  a  general  demurrer 
and  joinder  in  demurrer ;  and  the  case  was  argued  in  Hil- 
ary term  last  by  Sherwood  H.  for  the  defendant,  and  Sulli- 
van for  the  plaintiffs. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — The  defendant  is  sued  on  a  promissory 
note  made  by  him  in  favour  of  James  G.  Bethune  or  order, 
and  indorsed  to  the  plaintiffs,  who  bring  their  action  as 
indorsees  in  their  corporate  name  of  "  The  President, 
Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada," 
given  to  them  by  our  provincial  statute  which  constitutes 
their  charter.  The  defendant  pleads  a  special  plea^  designed, 
I  take  it,  to  set  up  as  a  defence  that  the  plaintiffs  have 
associated  illegally  for  a  purpose  prohibited  by  14  Geo.  fl. 
ch.  37,  and  cannot  legally  sue  in  a  corporate  capacity  or 
upon  a  cause  of  action  derived  in  a  course  of  dealing  which 
that  statute  has  declared  shall  be  illegal  and  void,  making 
those  who  are  concerned  in  it  liable  to  be  prosecuted  for 
nuisance,  and  subjecting  them  upon  conviction  to  the  penal- 
ties oi  prcemunire.  I  say  the  plea  was  designed,  I  take  it 
for  granted,  to  set  forth  this  defence,  but  I  do  not  say  that 
it  does  so  in  terms,  for  it  does  not  in  any  part  of  it  identify 
the  plaintiffs  in  this  action  with  the  persons  concerned  in 
the  supposed  illegal  association,  but  leaves  that  to  be 
inferred — ^a  defect  which  was  noticed  in  the  argument,  but 
which,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  not  material  to  consider. 
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I  consider  that  the  statute  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  upon  which 
alone  the  defence  could  be  legally  rested,  if  it  were  possi- 
ble to  maintain  it,  is  no  longer  in  force  in  this  province ; 
and  further,  that  while  it  was  in  force  an  institution,  such 
as  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada,  founded  upon  an  act  of  the 
legislature,  assented  to  by  his  Majesty,  was  not  within  its 
provisions.  The  defendant's  plea  does  not  allude  to  6  Geo. 
I.  but  rests  wholly  upon  14  Geo.  II.  On  analyzing  the 
latter  statute  it  is  perfectly  clear  that,  independent  of  the 
penal  enactments  of  the  6  Geo.  1.,  which  are  expressly 
recited  in  it,  it  contains  no  prohibition  which  can  be  applied 
to  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada.  If  the  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18, 
were  in  force  in  this  province,  and  if  the  Bank  of  Upper 
Canada  were  an  association  or  scheme  such  as  came  within 
it,  it  would  necessarily  be  illegal,  because  in  contravention 
of  that  statute ;  but  if  there  is  nothing  in  that  statute  extend- 
ing to  it,  it  is  clear  it  would  not  be  prohibited  by  the  14 
Geo.  II.  ch.  37.  An  analysis  of  the  two  statutes  will  make 
this  clear. 

The  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  the  first  Bubble  Act,  (beginning  at 
clause  18),  recites,  that  several  undertakings  and  schemes 
had  lately  before  that  time  been  contrived  and  practised,  or 
attempted  to  be  practised  in  London,  &c.,  and  in  Ireland 
and  other  his  Majesty's  dominions,  which  manifestly  tended 
to  the  common  grievance,  prejudice  and  inconvenience  of 
great  numbers  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  their  trade  and 
commerce,  and  that  the  persons  who  continued  or  attempted 
such  mischievous  undertakings,  under  the  false  pretence  of 
the  public  good,  did  presume,  according  to  their  own 
devices  and  schemes,  to  open  books  for  public  subscriptions, 
and  draw  in  many  unwary  persons  to  subscribe  therein,  &c. 
which  dangerous  and  mischievous  undertakings  and  pro- 
jects related  to  several  fisheries  and  other  affairs,  wherein 
the  trade,  &c.  and  welfare  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  or 
great  numbers  of  them,  were  concerned  or  interested  ;  and 
that  in  many  cases  the  said  undertakers  or  subscribers  had 
presumed  to  act  as  if  they  were  corporate  bodies,  and  had 
pretended  to  make  their  shares  in  stocks  transferable  or 
assignable,  without  any  legal  authority  either  by  act  of  par- 
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liament  or  by  charter  from  the  crown  for  so  doing;  and  that 
in  some  cases  the  undertakers  or  subscribers  had  acted  or 
pretended  to  act  under  some  charter  or  charters  formerly 
granted  by  the  crown  for  some  particular  or  special  purpose 
therein  expressed,  but  hath  used  or  pretended  to  use  the 
said  charter  for  the  purpose  of  raising  joint  stocks  and  for 
making  transfers  or  assignments,  or  pretended  transfers  or 
assignments,  for  their  own  private  lucre,  which  was  never 
intended  by  the  said  charters  respectively ;  and  had  som.e- 
times  acted  under  obsolete  charters  forfeited  by  non  use, 
&c. ;  and  that  many  other  unwarrantable  practices,  too 
many  to  enumerate,  had  been  and  daily  were  and  might 
thereafter  be  continued,  set  on  foot  or  proceeded  upon,  to 
the  ruin  and  destruction  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  if  a  timely 
remedy  be  not  provided  ;  and  that  it  had  become  absolutely 
necessary  that  all  public  undertakings  and  attempts,  tend- 
ing to  the  common  grievance,  prejudice  and  inconvenience 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  general,  or  great  numbers  of 
theru,  in  their  trade,  commerce  and  other  lawful  affairs, 
should  be  effectually  suppressed  and  restrained  for  ihe  future 
by  suitable  punishment :  "  Now,  for  suppressing  such  mis- 
chievous undertakings  and  attempts,  and  for  preventing  the 
like  in  future,  be  it  enacted,  &c.  that  all  and  every  the 
undertakings  and  attempts  described  as  aforesaid,  and  all 
other  public  undertakings  and  attempts,  tending  to  the  com- 
mon grievance,  prejudice  and  inconvenience  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  or  great  numbers  of  them,  in  their  trade,  commerce 
and  other  lawful  affairs,  and  all  public  subscriptions, 
receipts,  payments,  assignments,  transfers,  pretended  as- 
signments and  transfers,  and  all  other  matters  and  things 
whatsoever  for  furthering,  countenancing  or  proceeding  in 
any  such  undertaking  or  attempt,  and  more  particularly  the 
acting  or  presuming  to  act  as  a  corporate  body  or  bodies, 
the  raising  or  pretending  to  raise  transferable  stock,  the 
transferring  or  pretending  to  transfer  any  share  in  such 
stock  without  legal  authority,  either  by  act  of  parliament 
or  by  any  charter  from  the  crown,  to  warrant  any  such 
acting,  transferring,  &c.  ;  and  all  acting,  &c.  under  a  char- 
ter formerly  granted  fi'om  the  crown  for  particular  or  special 


168  KING^S  BENCH,  EASTER  TERM,  5  WILL.  IV. 

purposes  therein  expressed,  by  using  the  same  charter  (ox 
raising  a  capital  stock,  or  for  making  transfers  or  assign- 
ments not  intended  by  such  charter,  &c. ;  and  all  acting 
under  obsolete  charters  or  charters  forfeited,  &c.  shall  for 
ever  be  deemed  to  be  illegal  and  void,  and  shall  not  be 
practised  or  in  anywise  put  in  execution."  19th  section 
makes  all  such  attempts  public  nuisance,  and  besides  the 
ordinary  punishment  of  misdemeanors,  shall  incur  the 
penalties  of  prcemunire.  This  clause  closely  and  strictly 
corresponds,  as  to  its  objects,  with  the  former  clause,  care- 
fully extending  them  just  so  far  and  no  further. 

14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37,  recites  the  former  act,  and  "  whereas 
persons  have  presumed  to  publish  in  America  a  scheme  for 
supplying  a  pretended  want  of  a  medium  in  trade,  by  setting 
.  up  a  bank  on  land  security,  &c.  and  sundry  other  schemes, 
societies,  partnerships  or  companies  have  been  or  may  be 
set  on  foot  for  the  purpose  of  raising  public  stocks  or  banks, 
and  unlawfully  issuing  large  quantities  of  notes  or  bills 
there,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  .said 
recited  act,  (6  Geo.  I.),  and  it  is  doubted  whether  that  act 
doth  extend  to  or  can  be  executed  in  his  Majesty's  planta- 
tions, &c,  in  America,  &c.  regard  that  the  informations, 
actions,  &c.  therein  provided  for,  were  appointed  by  that 
act  to  be  heard  and  determined  at  Westminster,  or  in  Edin- 
burgh or  Dublin." 

It  is  declared  and  enacted  that  the  provisions  of  that  act 
did,  do  and  shall  extend  to  all  and  every  the  public  extra- 
vagant and  unwarrantable  practices  hereinbefore  mentioned 
and  described  (that  is  all  in  6  Geo.  I.  and  those  described 
in  14  Geo.  II.),  and  that  all  and  every  the  undertakings, 
matters  and  things  in  the  said  recited  act  mentioned  or  de- 
scribed, and  prohibited  to  be  acted,  done,  attempted,  en- 
deavoured or  proceeded  upon,  and  all  other  the  undertakings, 
attempts,  &c.  hereinbefore  mentioned  or  described,  are  and 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  illegal  and  void,  &c. 

Thus  it  is  clear  that  parliament,  in  passing  the  14  Geo. 
H.  ch.  37,  did  nothing  more  than  this : — they  recited  that 
certain  mischievous  schemes  had  lately  been  acted  upon 
in  the  colonies,  which  are  described,  and  which  are  wholly 
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different  in  iheir  nature  from  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada, 
and  from  any  other  Bank  established'  by  legislative  autho- 
rity, issuing  notes  under  certain  legal  restrictions,  payable 
on  demand  and  in  money.  The  mischievous  schemes  de- 
scribed are  set  forth  as  being  in  their  nature  within  the 
prohibitions  contained  in  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  and  clearly 
illegal ;  and  it  is  declared  that  that  statute  was  meant  to 
extend  to  the  colonies,  but  that  it  could  not  be  carried  fully 
into  execution,  because  the  informations  and  actions  given 
by  the  statute  were  required  to  be  heard  and  determined  at 
Westminster,  Dublin  or  Edinburgh,  and  were  not  triable 
in  the  courts  of  the  colonies.  To  remove  this  obstacle  to 
the  6  Geo.  I.  being  carried  into  effect,  the  14  Geo.  II.  was 
passed,  conferring  jurisdiction  in  such  matters  upon  the 
colonial  courts,  and  thus  opening  the  way  to  the  practical 
operation  of  the  former  statute. 

As  the  object  which  induced  the  legislature  to  give 
attention  to  the  subject  was  the  setting  up  the  mischievous 
and  dangerous  banking  schemes  set  forth  in  the  recital  ; 
these  are  expressly  declared  to  be  illegal  in  the  statute, 
and  in  such  terms  as  that  if  there  could  have  been  any 
doubt  before  as  to  their  coming  under  the  penalties  of  the 
6  Geo.  I.  c.  18,  the  latter  statute  left  it  no  longer  doubtful. 

I  repeat,  however,  that  neither  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada,, 
nor  any  other  bank  so  constituted,  can  be  broughtunder  the 
description  of  schemes  which  are  specifically  set  forth  and 
prohibited  in  14  Geo.  II.  The  plea  attempts,  as  it  appears 
to  me,  to  make  out  the  bank  in  question  to  be  illegal,  by 
bringing  it  within  the  general  words  of  the  14  Geo.  II. 
which  immediately  follows  the  declaration  in  respect  to  the 
banking  schemes  described,  for  it  states  that  the  14  Geo.  II. 
ch.  37,  enacts  that  "  all  other  the  undertakings,  attempts, 
matters  and  things  thereinbefore  mentioned  or  described, 
should  be  deemed  to  be  illegal  and  void  in  His  Majesty's 
dominions,  &c.  in  America."  Then  it  avers  that  certain 
persons  unknown  (not  stating  them  to  be  the  same  persons 
who  are  now  suing  under  the  name  of  "  the  President,  Di- 
rectors and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada")  did 
unlawfully  attempt  to  act  as  a  body  corporate,  and  to  trans- 
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act  business  as  a  Bank  legally  authorised  ;  and  that  as 
such  pretended  bankers,  and  under  pretence  of  being  legally 
authorised  so  to  act,  they  issued  large  quantities  of  illegal 
and  pretended  bank  notes,  &c.,  and  that  in  the  course  of 
such  business  this  promissory  note  sued  on  was  delivered 
to  them."  Now,  what  undertaking,  attempts,  &c*  were 
made  void  by  the  statute,  under  the  general  words  recited 
ill  this  plea — "  all  other  the  undertakings,  attempts,  &c. 
thereinbefore  mentioned  ?"  If  we  look  at  14  Geo.  II.  we 
shall  see  it  was  any  schemes,  companies,  sureties  or  part- 
nerships (besides  such  delusive  and  extraordinary  banking 
schemes  as  it  recites)  Which  may  have  been  or  may  (after 
the  statute)  be  set  on  foot  in  America,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  public  slocks  or  banks,  and  unlawfully  issuing  large 
quantities  of  notes  or  bills,  then  contrary  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  said  recited  act^  6  Geo.  I. — not  all  com- 
panies for  raising  public  stocks— not  all  banks  issuing  notes 
or  bills — but  such  and  such  only  as  raised  stocks  unlawfully^ 
or  issued  bills  contrary  to  the  statute  6  Geo.  I. 

The  whole  meaning  and  extent  of  the  statute  is  to  pro- 
vide for  punishing  what  the  6  Geo  I.  prohibited,  and  nothing 
more  ;  and  if  there  could  be*  any  doubt  whether  the  frau- 
dulent and  delusive  banldng schemes  described  come  within 
the  statute  6  Geo.  I.,  it  removes  that  doubt,  and  positively 
makes  them  illegal ;  but  for  everything  else  it  relies  upon 
and  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  6  Geo.  I. 

In  my  opinion,  therefore,  if  6  Geo.  I.  is  not  in  force  in 
this  province,  there  is  nothing  in  14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37,  stand- 
ing alone  and  independent,  which  can  render  illegal  the 
Bank  of  Upper  Canada,  or  any  company  or  undertaking 
not  like  th(»se  described  in  14  Geo.  II. 

My  opinion  is,  that  the  6  Geo.  I.  has  not  been  in  force  in 
this  province  since  the  repeal  of  that  statute  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  in  their  act  of  6  Geo.  IV.  ch.  91.  While  it  was 
in  force,  I  think  it  derived  its  obligations  in  ihe  colonies 
first  and  principally  from  the  very  words  of  the  statute  itself. 
It  was  passed  in  order  that  its  provisions  might  extend  not 
merely  to  London  and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  but  also 
to  Ireland  and    other  his  Majesty'' s  dominions.'''*    It  was  in 
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force  in  the  colonies  by  the  same  act  of  legislative  authority, 
and  its  obligation  rested  on  the  same  foundation  in  the 
colonies  as  in  England.  The  14  Geo.  II.  recognizes  this, 
and  declares  it  to  be  and  to  have  been  so,  and  proceeds  to 
remove  doubts^  and  to  remedy  an  obstruction  which  had 
existed  to  its  being  carried  into  execution.  When  therefore 
the  legislature,  in  6  Geo.  IV.,  determined  it  to  be  expedient 
thai  the  statute  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  or  rather  those  clauses  of 
it  which  are  now  in  question,  should  be  repealed,  and  that 
the  several  undertakings,  attempts,  &c.  therein  prohibited, 
should  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  common  law, 
they  did,  in  my  opinion,  absolve  the  application  of  that 
statute  as  plainly  and  as  fully  in  the  colonies  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  empire  where  it  had  been  in  force.  Of  course 
that  must  be  the  effect,  unless  some  statute  passed  in  Eng*- 
land  or  in  this  colony  since  6  G30.  I.  ch.  18,  prevents  it.. 
The  14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37,  cannot,  as  I  think,  have  that  effect. 
It  was  never  anything  but  a  mere  supplement  to  6  Geo.  I. 
Omne  accessorium  sequitiir  mum  principale.  The  latter 
statute  has  nothing  to  stand  upon,  if  the  former  has  been 
withdrawn.  Then  we  must  next  consider  the  effect  of  14 
Geo.  III.  ch.  83,  s.  11,  introducing  the  criminal  law  of 
England  into  the  Piovince  of  Quebec,  and  of  our  provincial 
statute  40  Geo.  III.  ch.  1,  declaring  that  the  criminal  law 
of  England,  as  it  §tood  on  the  i7th  September,  17.92,  shall 
be  the  criminal  law  of  this  province.  Neither  of  those 
enactments,  in  my  opinion,  were  intended  to  affect,  or  can 
properly  be  construed  to  affect,  the  question  whether  the  6 
Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  is  now  in  force  in  this  province. 

By  the  14  Geo.  HI.  ch.  83,  the  British  Parliament  clearly 
designed  to  give  to  Canada  the  criminal  law  of  England, 
as  to  those  objects  and  in  those  matters  for  which  no  special 
provision  had  before  been  made  by  parliament.  That 
statute  had  no  intended  reference  to  acts  of  parliament 
which  from  these  very  terms  already  were  as  much  in  force 
in  the  colonies  as  in  England,  and  which  consequently 
required  no  introduction  at  that  period.  It  left  those  special 
laws  as  they  stood.  Upon  any  other  principle,  if  there  had 
been  particular  penal  statutes  then  m  force,  applying  solely 
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and  exclusively  to  the  colonies,  and  forming  no  part  of  the 
law  of  England,  we  must  have  held  such  statutes  to  he 
virtually  repealed  by  the  14  Geo.  HI.  ch.  83,  s.  11,  giving 
us  the  criminal  law  of  England,  though  clearly  such  an 
effect  never  could  have  been  intended.  The  G  Geo.  I.  ch. 
18,  and  14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37,  were  not  peculiarly  the  law  of 
England — they  did  not  come  to  us  as  introduced  by  the  14 
Geo.  III.  ch.  83 — they  were  part  of  the  criminal  law  of 
England  and  of  the  other  colonies  before,  and  they  continued 
to  be  so,  upon  the  same  ground  and  no  other,  after  the  14 
Geo.  III.  was  passed  as  before. 

Then,  as  to  our  statute  40  Geo.  III.  ch.  1,  the  point  is  still 
more  clear.  Our  colonial  legislature,  when  they  passed 
that  act,  must  be  taken  to  have  been  using  their  discretion 
and  choice,  in  introducing  the  criminal  law  of  England  in 
the  whole  or  in  part,  with  or  without  exception,  as  (hey 
judged  best.  Now  they  had  at  that  time  no  discretion  to 
exercise  in  regard  to  these  acts — 6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  and  14 
Geo.  II.  ch.  37 — because  they  already  formed  part  of  our 
penal  law,  being  expressly  made  to  extend  to  this  and  other 
colonies  by  a  poweT  beyond  that  of  the  proyincial  legisla* 
ture.  If  they  had  desired  to  except  them,  they  could  not 
have  done  it,  and  therefore  it  cannot  follow  that  because 
they  did  not  except  them  they  adopted  them ;  they  were  not 
legislating  with  any  view  to  laws  already  in  force,  under  a 
power  superior  to  their  own.  If  they  had  excluded  them, 
the  exclusion  would  have  been  illegal ;  if  they  had  intro- 
duced them,  their  declaration  to  that  effect  would  have  been 
idle  and  nugatory.  I  understand  the  provincial  legislature 
to  have  left  them  as  they  found  them  standing,  upon  their 
own  original  foundation,  which  they  had  no  power  to 
strengthen  or  weaken  ;  and  when  the  parliament  of  the 
mother  country  repealed  the  original  and  principal  act  of 
6  Geo.  I.,  declaring  that  it  was  expedient  to  leave  such 
practices  and  schemes  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the 
common  law,  they  did,  in  my  opinion,  undo  all  that  they 
had  done  by  that  statute,  and  they  neither  meant  to  leave  it 
in  force  nor  did  leave  it  in  force,  in  any  one  part  pf  the 
J^ritish  dominions  more  than  in  any  other. 
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!  have  explained  my  vieAVs  thus  fnlly,  because  the  ques- 
tion is  one  of  general  importance,  not  because  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  deciding  upon  this  plea,  for  as  I  have 
already  stated  the  plea  does  not  state  a  case  within  the 
statute.    If  we  may  entertain  the  presumption  that  there  is 
more  than  one  association  of  persons  in  this  province  car- 
rying on  the  business  of  bankmg  under  the  name  used  by 
the  plaintiffs  in  this  action,  then  the  plea  would  be  bad, 
inasmuch  as  it  does  not  state  that  the  plaintiffs  in  this  action 
composed  the  institution  complained  of  as  illegal.    If  we 
are  not  to  entertain  the  presumption  that  there  were  two  or 
more  companies  of  persons  using  the  corporate  name  of 
President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Upper 
Canada,  then  we  must  judicially  notice  that  the  President, 
Directors  ;and  .Company  of  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada 
are  incorporated  by  a  charter  conferred  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature  of  the  province — to  which  his  Majesty's  assent, 
given  by  an  act  in  his  privy  council,  has  been  proclaimed 
by  an  instrument  under  the  great  seal  of  the  province. 
Such  an  instrument,  created  by  such  authority,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  was  not  prohibited  by  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18, 
or  by  14<ieo.  II.  ch.  37.    It  comes  within  no  specification 
.of  an  illegal  institution  described  in  either  of  those  statutes  ; 
and  to  bring  it  under  the  general  words — ^'  all  other  under- 
takings, &c.  tending  to  the  common  grievance,  prejudice 
.and  mconvenience  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  or  great  num- 
.bers  of  them,  in  their  trade,  commerce  and  0*her  lawful 
-affairs" — it  is  necessary  to  charge  that  the  project,  &c.  did 
tend  to  the  common  grievance,  prejudice,  &c.  ;  the  legality 
or  illegality  of  the  institution  would  depend  upon  the  truth 
or  untruth  of  that  averment,  as  proved  at  the  trial  of  the 
issue  of  fact  that  might  be  raised  on  such  a  plea.  Here 
the  plea  charges  nothing  of  the  kind,  nor  does  it  in  my 
opinion  describe  an  undertaking'  such  as  must  necessarily 
be  illegal  under  either  of  the  statutes.    To  make  a  plea 
under  these  statutes  good,  it  must  state  such  a  case  as 
would  be  sufficient  to  support  a  conviction  for  nuisance  if 
the  party  were  indicted,  which  certainly  cannot  be  said  of 
^this  plea.    The  Bubble  Acts  are  levelled  at  voluntary  asso- 
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ciations  of  individuals  under  false  pretences  of  public  good, 
presuming,  according  lo  iheir  own  devices,  lo  draw  in  un- 
wary persons;  against  dangerous  and  mischievous  projects 
of  persons  presuming  to  act  as  if  they  were  corporate 
bodies,  pretending  to  create  transferable  slock  without  any 
legal  authority,  by  act  of  parliament  or  by  charter  from  the 
crown  ;  and  if  there  are  any  other  projects  of  a  like  nature, 
tending  manifestly  to  the  prejudice,  grievance,  &c.  of  the 
public,  the  statutes  are  intended  likewise  to  suppress  them. 
Now  the  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
Upper  Canada,  if  we  must  assume  that  there  is  but  one 
such  body,  made  use  of  no  false  pretences — xh^y  presumed 
nothing,  pretended  nothing,  contrived  nothing — they  drew 
in  no  one — they  did  not  proceed  according  to  their  own 
devices — they  did  not  pretend  merely  to  act  as  if  they  were 
a  body  corporate.    They  are  a  body  corporate,  created  by  a 
public  act^  to  which  the  King  has  assented.    This  act  was 
equivalent  to  an  act  of  the  British  parliament,  because  the 
colonial  legislature  have  power  to  pass  it  under  the  31  Geo. 
III.  ch.  31.    The  inducement  to  the  statute  was  the  public 
good  moving  the  legislature.    The  association  was  con- 
trived and  the  foundation  was  laid  by  the  legislature.  The 
company  are  composed  of  persons  who  are  united  by  the 
legislature  to  carry  the  provisions  of  a  public  act  of  parlia- 
ment into  effect,  and  who  are  not  shewn  to  have  done  any- 
thing not  expressly  authorised  by  act  of  parliament.  If  under 
the  Bubblt»i«  Act  such  an  association  can  be  held  to  be  illegal, 
then  it  must  equally  follow  that,  upon  a  criminal  prosecution, 
the  parties  ^^'ho  have  carried  into  effect  the  provisions  of  one 
of  the  public  acts  of  the  provincial  legislature  may  be  con- 
victed of  committing  a  public  nuisance  in  doing  so,  and  as 
the  punishment  of  a  prcemunire  is  incurred,  they  would  be 
to  liable  losetheir  lands  and  goods,  and  to  be  put  out  of  the 
King's  protection,  like  outlaws,  for  conforming  to  an  act  to 
which  the  King  has  assented  by  a  formal  declaration  under 
the  great  seal.    This  is  repugnant  to  reason. 

My  opinion  upon  this  plea  is — that  the  statute  on  which 
it  was  supposed  to  rest  is  not  now  in  force  in  this  province, 
and  that  if  it  were,  the  plea  does  not  bring  the  case  within 
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it ;  and  if  we  are  to  look  out  of  the  plea,  and  decide  upon 
it  by  what  we  individually  fenow  of  the  institution  of  the 
Bank  of  Upper  Canada,  the  plea  wonld  not  be  helped  by 
it,  because  that  corporation  is  not  such  as  the  statute  6  Geo* 
I.  prohibits. 

Sherwood,  J.  and  Macaulay,  J.  agreed  in  opinion,  that 
the  plea  could  not  be  sustained. 

Per  Cur. — Judgment  for  plaintiffs  on  demurrer. 


Barrett  v.  Rapelje,  Esq.  Sheriff. 

Where  A.  being  indebted  to  B.  and  C.  and  being  insolvent,  was  about  to  leave 
the  country,  but  desired  to  secure  to  B.  the  debt  he  owed  hinn,  and  instructed 
his  clerk  to  tfiat  effect,  who  after  A.'s  departure  made  an  assignnnent  of  his 
goods  to  B,,  withcHVt  B.'s  knowledge  or  consent,  and  before  B.'s  assent  was 
received,  the  goods  were  seized  by  a  sheriff  under  an  attachment  issued  at  the 
suit  of  C:  Held  that  the  sale  to  B.  was  not  complete  until  his  assent  was 
received,  and  that  tne  Sherif?'  having  seized  the  goods  before  such  assent,  could 
not  be  treated  as  a  trespasser. 

Tre!*pass  against  the  Sheriff  of  London  for  seizing  per- 
sonal property  to  the  value  of  226/.  12s.  5c?.,  alleged  ta 
belong  to  the  plaintiff  at  the  time  of  such  seizure.  One 
Asahel  Beach,  a  merchant  in  the  London  District,  became 
insolvent,  and  was  then  indebted  to  plaintiff  and  to  one 
Fisher,  who  both  resided  in  Montreal.  Beach  preferred 
the  plaintiff  to  his  other  creditor,  and  in  order  to  pay  him 
made  out  an  account,  stating  a  number  of  articles  of  mer- 
chandize, affixed  a  specific  price  lo  each  of  them,  and  then 
delivered  the  goods  to  a  stranger,  who  at  the  time  had  nc 
authority  to  act  for  the  plaintiff,  either  special  in  the  trans- 
action or  generally  as  agent.  When  the  articles  were  so 
delivered  the  plaintiff  was  in  Montreal,  and  had  no  intima- 
tion of  what  had  been  done  till  some  time  afterwards.  The- 
account  made  out  against  the  plaintiff  was  headed  in  the* 
following  manner : — Mr.  Joseph  Barrett  bought  of  A.  Beach."' 
At  the  foot  of  the  account  was  written — ''''  Received  payment 
by  application  in  your  account,"  and  signed  by  Beach, 
Immediately  after  this  delivery  and  before  the  plaintiff  had 
assented  to  the  arrangement,  John  Fisher,  the  other  creditor, 
came  into  the  district  of  London  and  caused  a  warrant  of 
attachment  to  be  sued  out  against  the  property  of  Beach, 
who  had  previously  absconded,  and  the  defendant  seized 
the  goods  by  virtue  of  the  warrant.     The  plaintiff  then 
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brought  his  action  and  obtained  a  verdict,  subject  to  the 
opinion  of  this  court,  whether  the  legal  property  vested  in 
him  by  the  delivery  of  the  goods  to  a  stranger,  the  plaintiff 
being  then  wholly  ignorant  of  the  proposed  sale.  Barrett's 
(the  plaintiff's)  acquiescence  in  the  sale  was  not  received 
from  Lower  Canada  till  after  the  seizure  by  the  sheriff 
which  is  the  trespass  complained  of  in  this  action. 
Macaulay,  J.,  who  tried  the  cause,  charged  the  jury  to 
consider  whether  the  assignment  to  the  stranger  (as  for 
Barrett)  was  bona  Jide^  or  merely  colorable  to  evade  the 
attachment,  and  they  found  for  plaintiff.  A  rule  nisi  for  a 
new  trial  having  been  obtained,  the  case  was  argued  in 
Hilary  term  last  by  Tiffany  for  plaintiff,  and  O^Reilly  for 
defendant. 

Robinson,  C.J.  (after  stating  the  case). — We  must  assume^ 
as  the  jury  have  found  for  the  plaintiff,  they  were  satisfied 
the  assignment  w^as  bona  fide.  The  clerk  of  Beach  swore 
it  was  not  a  feigned  transaction^  but  meant  to  be  an  actual 
transfer,  and  intended  to  change  the  property.  It  was 
acknowledged  by  him  that  the  object  was  to  pay  Barrett's 
debt  rather  than  Fisher's,  against  whose  attachment  he  and 
Stephens,  as  agent  for  Barrett,  w^ere  anxious  to  guard.  It 
is  a  material  feature  in  the  case,  that  the  goods  were  never 
removed  from  Beach's  shop,  in  consequence  of  the  assign- 
ment, but  remained  on  the  shelves,  not  packed  separately, 
(except  some  articles),  and  were  apparently  part  of  the 
assortment  from  which  Beach's  clerk  continued  to  sell  to 
customers.  This  clerk  however  swore  that  he  did  not  in 
the  interval  sell  any  of  the  goods  included  in  the  list  of 
merchandize  assigned  to  Stephens  for  Barrett.  This  how- 
ever was  a  circumstance  for  the  jury  to  consider — the  pos- 
session continuing  as  before  was  a  mark  of  fraud  only,  not 
conclusive  evidence  of  it.  But  supposing  Beach's  clerk 
and  Stephens  were  in  earnest  in  what  they  did — that  their 
object  was  really  to  prefer  Barrett  as  a  creditor,  by  assign- 
ing these  goods  to  him  in  payment,  and  not  merely  to  make 
a  colorable  transfer,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  property 
in  case  of  need,  and  to  be  used  or  not,  according  as  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  creditors  should  make  it  advisable  ;  sup- 
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posing,  I  say,  that  the  jury  have  rightly  found  that  these 
acts  and  intentions  were  honest  and  bona  fide^  and  not  col- 
lusive or  feigned,  it  still  remains  to  be  considered — 1st* 
What  maybe  the  legal  effect  of  a  Transfer  made  aslhiswaSy 
for  the  circumstances  are  attended  with  several  peculiari- 
ties. The  owner  of  the  goods  absconds,  leaving  a  clerk  or 
agent  in  charge  of  his  shop.  There  is  evidence  that  he 
admitted  his  being  indebted  to  Fisher  and  others  as  well  a» 
to  the  plaintiff,  but  it  is  said  he  shewed  an  inclination  to 
,  prefer  the  plaintiff.  I  see  no  proof  on  the  notes  that  any 
express  authority  was  given  to  the  clerk  to  make  an  assign- 
ment of  these  goods  in  gross  to  pay  a  previous  debt. 
Beach  is  merely  proved  to  have  said,  that  if  anything  was 
left,  or  if  it  should  be  in  the  clerk's  power,  he  should  like 
Barrett  to  be  paid,  and  he  tells  him  to  take  Abraham  Beach's 
(Beach's  brother)  advice,  and  abide  by  it.  This  clerk 
swears,  that  on  talking  with  Abraham  Beach,  he  thought 
he  had  better  make  sale  to  Barrett,  then  in  Montreal,  who 
knew  nothing  of  the  intention.  He  then  sent  to  Stephens, 
who  was  no  agent  of  Barrett,  and  he  being  aware  o 
Fisher's  attachment  and  talking  of  it,  the  clerk  made  a  list 
of  worth  of  Beach's  goods,  and  signs  a  receipt  at  the 

foot  for  that  sum,  as  received  from  Stephens,  on  account  of 
Barrett,  for  the  transfer  of  those  goods.  The  clerk  said  he 
thought  he  was  not  in  this  exceeding  his  instructions.  We 
must  judge  whether  he  did  go  beyond  his  authority  or  not. 
I  confess  I  see  no  evidence  clearly  and  expressly  sanction- 
ing what  he  did — he  shews  no  power  of  attorney  to  act  as 
a  general  agent — ^^the  conversations  he  relates  are  vague — 
he  was  to  pay  Barrett  if  he  should  have  anything  left,  and 
to  take  his  brother's  advice.  Upon  this  kind  of  authority, 
however,  knowing  that  the  sheriff  was  coming  to  attach  the 
goods,  he  sends  to  a  man,  who  it  is  admitted  had  no  right 
whatever  to  represent  Barrett,  and  makes  an  assignment  of 
235/.  worth  of  goods  for  Barrett's  benefit.  Of  course  if  he 
could  do  this  through  the  intervention  of  a  person  who  had 
no  authority  from  Barrett,  he  could  have  done  it  as  well 
without  the  intervention  of  such  a  person,  and  by  having  a 
bill  of  sale  ready  to  execute  in  case  of  need,  he  could,  upon 
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the  approach  of  an  attachment  or  execution,  put  his  hand 
to  it,  and  thereby  by  his  own  act  and  assent  merely  shift  the 
property  to  a  person  resident  in  another  country.  Stephens 
had  no  means  of  knowing,  nor  any  authority  fordeciding, 
whether  Barrett  would  accept  these  goods  at  the  prices 
charged,  and  acquit  Beach  oC  so  much  of  his  debt.  Barrett 
might  have  had  security  from  others  or  a  mortgage  on  land, 
and  might  not  be  willing  to  take  this  wholesale  assignment 
of  goods  at  Bowman's  prices.  Such  a  transaction  implies 
a  bargain— the  assent  of  two  minds,  and  Stephens  had  no 
authority  to  assent.  Again,  a  voluntary  assignment,  that  is 
for  no  consideration,  would  not  have  done  here — it  would 
have  been  void  as  against  the  other  creditors.  It  was 
indeed  not  intended  to  be  voluntary;  but  how  was  the  price 
paid,  or  by  what  valid  agreement  w^as  a  price  agreed  to  be 
paid  ?  Stephens  had  no  authority  to  say  that  Barrett  would 
relinquish  his  debt,  or  any  part  of  it  as  a  consideration  for 
these  goods.  It  is  very  true  that  before  this  attachment 
reached  the  sheriff,  Beach,  if  he  remained,  might  have 
defeated  it,  by  actually  assigning  his  goods  to  any  other 
creditor  who  might  be  at  hand,  and  who  might  agree  to 
accept  them  in  discharge  of  his  debt;  and  it  is  true  also^ 
that  no  greater  injury  would  be  done  to  Fisher  by  the  trans- 
fer that  is  set  up  here  than  would  be  done  in  such  a  case* 
But  nevertheless,  it  is  important,  I  think,  to  see  that  if  a  cre- 
ditor's remedy  may  be  defeated  by  a  preference  given  to 
another  or  by  a  bona  fide  sale  for  a  good  consideration,  the 
act  by  w^hich  he  loses  his  remedy  should  be  a  perfect  and 
conclusive  act.  If  a  transfer  of  the  property  can  be  effected, 
and  is  effected  in  a  manner  that  the  law  recognizes  as  valid, 
there  is  no  help  for  it,  and  it  must  be  submitted  to;  but  we 
must  be  careful  not  to  give  facilities  to  such  arrangements 
by  dispensing  with  any  of  the  necessary  formality  of 
contracts. 

Upon  my  view  of  the  case,  I  think  the  consent  of  Barrett 
was  not  to  be  presumed,  and  that  the  sale  was  not  complete 
till  it  was  ascertained ;  and  I  do  not  think  the  sheriff 
ct  ming  in  during  the  interval  was  to  suspend  his  proceed- 
ing till  it  was  known  whether  Barrett  w^ould  agree  to  take 


BARREIT  V.  RAPELJE. 


179 


these  goods  and  give  up  his  debts.    If  he  had  done  so,  he 
could  have  had  no  assurance  that  in  the  mean  time  the 
goods  would  not  have  been  disposed  of  or  eh)igned.  Pro- 
ceeding as  it  seems  to  me  he  had  a  right  lo  do,  he  seized 
the  goods,  and  he  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  made  a  tres- 
passer by  relation,  because  some  time  after  he  had  seized 
them  Barrett  signified  his  assent  to  take  the  assignment. 
I  think  the  sheriff  must  stand  or  fall  in  this  action  of  tres- 
pass according  to  the  facts  as  they  stood  at  the  lime  of  the 
seizure.    Had  it  been  a  gift — a  mere  matter  of  bounty — not 
interfering  with  the  rights  or  interests  of  third  persons,  or 
had  the  goods  been  conveyed  to  trustees  by  Beach  to  sell 
and  pay  the  proceeds  in  money  to  any  one  or  more  creditors, 
it  would  have  been  good,  though  the  creditor  in  whose 
favour  the  trust  was  created  knew  nothing  of  the  act  at  the 
time.    The  reason  is  good  ;  no  person  it  is  supposed  will 
ever  disaffirm  an  act  which  must  be  for  his  benefit,  by 
which  he  must  gain  something  and  can  lose  nothing;  but 
here  it  cannot  be  taken  for  granted  that  Barrett  stood  ready 
at  any  time  to  take  Beach's  stock  of  goods  at  his  own 
prices  and  discharge  him  of  so  much  of  his  debt.    If  he  had 
been  otherwise  secured,  for  instance,  or  was  satisfied  Beach 
could  be  made  to  pay,  it  would  be  folly.    1  think  this  dis- 
tinction is  plainly  drawn  by  the  court  in  the  celebrated  cases 
of  Taylor  ex  dem.  Atkyns  v.  Hood,  in  which  the  case  of 
Thompson  v.  Leach  is  remarked  upon.    Such  a  transfer  as 
this  is  not  complete  at  once,  subject  only  to  be  defeated  by 
dissent.    It  requires  confirmation  ;  and  I  take  it  to  be  a 
settled  principle,  that  "  a  confirmation  shall  not  have  rela- 
tion to  the  prejudice  of  another;"  and  certainly  not  so  as 
to  make  a  sheriff  a  trespasser.    The  sheriff  could  not  tell 
whether  Barrett  would  assent  or  not,  and  in  my  opinion  he 
had  a  right  to  act  on  the  facts  as  they  stood,  if  the  sale  was 
not  then  absolute  and  perfect,  and  could  not  be  made  a 
trespasser  by  any  election  to  be  declared  afterwards. — Burr* 
123  ;  3  Lev.  284 ;  3  Mod.  300 ;  Burr.  37  ;  Dyer,  49,  a.  ; 

1  T.  R.  479  ;  2  Saund.  47,  (n.)  ;  3  Go.  26  ;  2  Salk.  618; 

2  Leon.  30,  89. 
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Sherwood,  J.  (after  stating  the  case). — I  think  the  pro- 
perty under  such  circumstances  was  not  changed,  and  that 
the  defendant  had  a  right  to  seize  it  under  the  warrant  of 
attachment.  A  contract  for  sale  and  purchase  is  an  agree- 
ment for  the  conveyance  of  properly  from  one  individual  to 
another,  in  consideration  of  an  equivalent  actually  paid  or 
intended  to  be  paid  by  the  veadee.  Mutual  consent  is 
therefore  requisite  to  the  creation  of  such  a  contract,  and  it 
can  only  become  binding  when  an  offer  is  made  on  one  side 
and  accepted  on  the  other.— 3  T.  R.  148,  193  ;  4  Bing.  653. 
Had  there  ever  been  an  agreement  between  the  plaintiff  and 
Beach  for  the  sale  and  purchase  of  the  goods,  1  think  the 
facts  of  the  case  prove  it  would  not  have  been  rated  under 
the  17th  section  of  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  because  there  was 
.no  delivery  of  any  part  of  the  goods  to  the  plaintiff,  no 
earnest  paid  by  him,  and  no  memorandum  in  writing  signed 
by  himself  or  his  agent,  and  the  price  of  the  goods  exceeded 
lOZ,  sterling.  In  every  point  of  view,  therefore,  I  think 
there  was  no  sale  to  the  plaintiff.  I  am  of  opinion  the 
defendant  should  have  a  new  trial,  without  costs. 

Macaulay,  J.  agreed. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute  for  new  trial. 


Breakenridge  v.  King. 

In  dower  a  p?ea  of  non-tenure  is  not  necessarily  a  plea  in  abatement,  and  it  may 
be  pleaded  either  to  part  or  to  the  whole  of  the  lands  demanded,  and  where  a 
plea  stales  that  the  husband  devised  certain  lands  to  the  demandant  in  bar  an(J' 
satisfaction  of  dower,  and  that  she  agreed  to  the  devise,  it  is  sufficient,  without 
setting  out  the  words  of  the  devise,  aliter ,  where  the  devise  is  not  in  express 
terms  in  bar  of  dower. 

Dower  unde  nitrhil  habet,  brought  by  Anne  Breakenridge, 
widow  of  James  Breakenridge  deceased,  against  the  defen- 
dant King,  as  tenant,  to  recover  her  dower  (and  damages 
for  the  detention)  in  lot  No.  19,  fourth  concession  of  Eliza- 
bethtown.  The  tenant  pleaded — 1st.  Non-tenure  of  all  the 
premises  in  which  dower  is  demanded,  except  of  two  equal 
undivided  thirds,  the  whole  into  three  equal  parts  to  be 
divided  of  and  in  the  rear  part  of  the  south-west  half  of  the 
said  lot  number  19,  in  the  fourth  concession  of  Elizabeth- 
town  aforesaid,  being  the  remainder  of  the  said  soulh-w^est 
half  after  taking  therefrom  ninety  acres  of  the  front  thereof; 
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t>f  the  residue  he  pleaded  that  he  is  not  nor  at  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  this  suit,  or  at  any  time  thereafter, 
Avas  tenant  thereof  or  of  any  part  thereof.  2ndly.  He  pleaded 
as  to  the  portion  for  which  he  did  not  disclaim,  that  during 
the  coverture,  to  wit,  on,  &c.  James  Breakenridge  was 
seised  in  fee  of  certain  other  lands,  parlicularly  described 
ill  the  plea,  and  by  his  last  will  duly  executed,  devised  to 
the  said  Anne  Breakenridge,  in  full  bar  and  satisfaction  of 
her  dower,  a  certain  portion  of  the  said  land  (staled  in  the 
pleas),  to  hold  lo  her  during  her  life;  that  after  making  this 
will  the  said  James  Breakenridge  died  without  revoking  it, 
&c.  seised  of  the  said  premises,  &c.  after  whose  death  the 
said  Anne  Breakenridge  agreed  to  and  ratified  the  said 
devise. 

To  these  pleas  the  demandant  demurred  generally,  and 
the  demurrer  was  argued  in  Hilary  term  last,  by  Sherwood 
for  demandant  and  Bidwell  for  tenant. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — On  the  argument  the  first  plea  has  been 
excepted  to  on  the  ground  that  non-1enure  is  a  plea  in  abate- 
ment, and  that  the  tenant  when  he  disclaimed  for  part  should 
have  stated  who  was  tenant  for  that  part,  in  order  that  the 
demandant  might  have  her  remedy  against  the  person  liable. 
It  was  further  urged,  that  the  tenant  should  have  averred  in 
express  terms  that  he  was  not  tenant  of  the  freehold^  not 
merely  that  he  was  not  tenant.  The  second  plea  was 
excepted  to  on  the  ground  that  the  very  words  of  the  devise 
relied  upon  should  have  been  set  out,  in  order  that  the  court 
might  see  whether  the  land  was  in  fact  devised  in  lieu  of 
dower,  and  that  this  plea  assumes  merely  to  state  the  legal 
eflect  of  the  devise,  not  its  tenor. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  tenant  is  entitled  to  judgment 
on  both  the  pleas.  It  appears  to  be  settled  that  non-tenure 
is  not  necessarily  to  be  regarded  as  a  plea  in  abatement, 
and  that  it  may  be  pleaded  either  in  part  or  the  whole, 
without  the  tenant  naming  any  other  person  who  is  tenant, 
and  the  precedents  are  so. — 2  Saund.  446,  n.  ;  3  Chit.  PI. 

And  in  respect  to  the  second  plea,  the  very  authorities 
cited  by  the  counsel  for  the  demandant  are  decisive  in  sup-f 
port  of  the  plea,  for  they  shew  the  distinction  to  be  that 
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when  the  devise  does  not  declare  in  express  terms  that  the 
estate  devised  is  in  lieu  and  satisfaction  of  dower,  then  it 
shall  not  be  averred  to  be  so,  bat  the  very  tenor  of  the  devise 
must  be  set  out,  that  the  court  may  see  w^hat  was  intended. 
Here  the  plea  states  that  the  husband  devised  certain  lands 
to  this  demandant  in  full  bar  and  satisfaction  of  her  dower, 
and  further,  that  after  his  death  she  agreed  to  and  ratified 
the  devise.  There  is  no  pretence  for  excepting  to  this  plea. 
—Dyer,  220 ;  Com.  Dig.  2  G.  13,  15. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.,  of  the  same  opinion. 

Per  Cur. — Judgment  against  the  demurrer. 

Ferris  v.  Dyer  and  McDonald,  one,  &c. 

In  trespass  for  ialse  imprisonment,  a  plea  justifying  under  process  of  an  inferior 
court,  which  had  been  set  aside  for  irrregularity  on  the  terms  of  no  action 
being  brought,  cannot  be  sustained. 

Trespass  for  assault  and  false  imprisonment. — The  defen- 
dants, after  the  general  issue  and  one  special,  pleaded  that 
plaintiff  ought  not  further  to  have  or  maintain  his  action, 
&c.  because  they  say  that  before  the  said  term  when,  &c.  a 
ca.  re.  was  issued  out  of  the  Niagara  District  Court,  on 
I8th  January,  1834,  (the  said  court  then  and  still  being 
holden  at  Niagara,  and  having  power  and  jurisdiction  to 
issue  the  said  w^rit),  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  Niagara,  com- 
manding the  sheriff  to  take  plaintiff,  &c.  to  answer  to  the 
said  Dyer  and  McDonald  in  a  plea  of  trespass  on  the  case 
upon  promises,  which  writ  was  duly  endorsed  for  bail  for 
ten  pounds,  and  was  delivered  so  endorsed  by  defendants 
to  the  Sheriff  of  Niagara,  by  virtue  whereof  the  sheriff 
arrested  plaintiff,  and  although  defendants  admit  that  the 
arrest  so  made  by  the  writ  was  set  aside  by  rule  of  the  said 
Niagara  District  Court,  yet  the  said  rule  of  court  so  granted 
to  the  plaintiff,  the  said  court  hav  Ing  power  and  jurisdiction 
to  make  such  rule,  did  by  the  rule  restrain  the  plaintiff  from 
bringing  any  action,  and  the  defendants  aver  that  the  tres- 
passes in  the  declaration  mentioned  are  the  same  as  the  said 
court  by  the  said  rule  restrained  the  plaintiff  from  prosecut- 
ing^ the  said  court  having  at  the  said  time  competent  power 
and  jurisdiction  to  make  such  order,  qucB  sunt  eadem,  &c. 
To  this  there  was  a  demurrer  and  jpinder  in  demurrer. 
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RoBtr^soi*^  C.  J. — I  think  the  plea  bad,  and  that  the  plain- 
tiff should  have  judgment.  It  is  clear  that  thotlgh  the  officer 
may  justify  under  process  which  has  been  vacated  for  irre- 
gularity, neither  the  party  nor  his  attorney  can.-— 15  Ea.  614; 
2  Bl.  Rep.  846  ;  Cow.  20,  406.  Then  the  setting  aside  the 
arrest  here  ]efi  the  party  without  the  means  of  pleading  a 
justification,  and  he  relies  upon  his  being  protected  from 
an  action  by  the  rule  of  court  restraining  the  plaintiff  from 
trying  any  action.  Without  drawing  any  distinction  from 
the  court  said  to  have  made  such  an  order,  being  an  inferior 
court,  not  competent  to  restrain  any  party  from  seeking 
redress  in  this  court  for  a  wrong  done  to  him,  it  is  manifest 
a  rule  of  this  court  could  not  be  so  pleaded  in  bar  in  an 
action  in  the  same  court.  The  court  never  assumes  the 
power  to  order  that  no  action  shall  be  brought.  They  grant 
the  rule  for  setting  aside  the  arrest  frequently,  only  upon 
the  condition  that  the  defendant  shall  bring  no  action  ;  the 
defendant  by  taking  the  rule  assents  to  the  terms;  and  if 
after  such  a  rule  the  defendant  should  bring  trespass,  con- 
trary to  the  undertaking,  the  court  upon  application  would 
stay  proceedings.  I  do  not  imagine  any  precedent  can  be 
found  for  pleading  this  conditional  rule  and  assent  of  the 
defendants  in  bar  of  any  action  afterwards  brought  by  him; 
but  here  a  rule  of  an  inferior  court  is  pleaded  in  bar  to  an 
action  in  this  court,  and  it  is  not  even  averred  to  have  been 
a  rule  made  with  the  assent  of  the  plaintiff  in  this  cause, 
but  it  is  pleaded  as  the  peremptory  order  of  the  court, 
depriving  the  party  of  the  remedy  given  by  the  law  of  the 
\Q.nd,—  Vide  1  Chit.  Rep.  134,  282  ;  4  M.  &  S.  361. 

Sherwood,  J.,  of  the  same  opinion. 

Macaulay,  J. — The  District  Court  had  no  power  to 
enforce  such  a  restriction  without  the  asssent  of  the  plain- 
tiff, which  does  not  appear.  It  is  not  unusual  in  this  court 
to  set  aside  irregular  arrests  under  process,  on  condition 
only  that  no  action  shall  be  brought ;  in  which  cases  the 
party  relieved  from  arrest  is  only  allowed  that  advantage 
upon  his  coming  under  terms  not  to  bring  any  action.  And 
when  a  suit  is  afterwards  instituted  contrary  thereto,  the 
proper  course  would  seem  to  be  to  apply  to  the  court  upon 
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motion  to  stay  proceedings,  as  being  contrary  to  the  assent 
and  good  faith.  The  court  can  make  no  rule  to  restrain  a 
parly  against  his  will,  though  it  may  decline  to  annul  an 
•aiTest  without  it;  and  when  adopted  by  such  consent,  this 
rule,  I  apprehend,  could  not  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  the  trvs- 
pa«s,  unless  it  could  be  regarded  admissible  as  an  estoppel, 
which  I  question.  When  however  the  arrest  is  set  aside, 
and  a  dcjfendant  in  trespass  justifies  under  process  pnma 
facie  sufficient — the  plaintiff  may  reply  that  the  arrest  was 
sujspended,  though  the  process  remained,  and  so  shew  ihat 
the  legality  of  the  act  no  longer  remained — that  the  arrest 
was  not  under  the  writ,  but  de  injuria ;  for  when  the  an-est 
is  set  aside,  it  is  in  effect  declaring  that  the  arrest  in  fact 
was  in  itself  wrongful,  and  not  under  or  authorised  by  the 
writ.— T.  Ray.  73 ;  3  T.  R.  183  ;  10  B.  &  C.  202  ;  2  S\d, 
125;  1  Lev.  99;  1  Sir.  509;  3  Wils.  378;  1  Sid.  271  ;  9 
Ea,341;  2  Stark,  N.  P.  C.  404;  2  Taunt.  480;  7  Bing.  676. 
Per  Cur. — Judgment  for  plaintiff  on  demurrer. 


Grant  v.  Executors  of  McIntosh. 

The  court  refused  to  allow  jiulgmenl  to  be  entered  on  a  cognovit  more  than  fiflet>n 
years  old,  where  although  it  was  sworn  ihat  a  large  debt  was  due,  yel  it 
appeared  that  the  plaintiff  accepted  from  the  defendant  an  assignment  of  pro- 
perty and  given  a  discharge  of  the  action,  although  the  property  pro\ed 
unproductive. 

Bidwell  moved  for  leave  to  enter  judgment  upon  the  cog-, 
novit  given  in  this  cause,  and  to  sue  out  execution  and  also 
to  change  the  plaintiff's  attorney.  An  affidavit  was  filed 
that  21571.  6s.  9d.  was  due  with  interest  from  the  date  of 
the  cognovit,  which  was  more  than  fifteen  years  old.  On 
shewing  cause,  it  appeared  by  affidavit  that  judgment  was 
rendered  for  the  same;  that  in  1819  or  1820  the  plaintiff 
took  from  defendants  an  assignment  of  all  the  rent  and 
personal  estate,  debts,  &c.  of  the  estate,  in  discharge  of  this 
debt,  but  the  plaintiff  assented  this  assignment  had  turned 
out  unproductive.  The  plaintiff  also  admitted  that  his 
attorney,  on  receiving  an  assignnient,  gave  a  discharge  of 
this  debt. 

Per  Cur. — As  the  matter  is  now  before  us,  we  cannot 
allow  judgment  to  be  entered  on  this  cognovit. 

Rule  discharged. 


FOWKE  V.  FOTHERGILLr. 
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Where  m  debt  on  bond  conditioned  that  "  the  defendant,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
should  permit  and  suffer  the  plaintiff  to  cut  down,  take  and  carry  away  all  the 
fire-wood  fromVertain  lands,  without  let,  hinderance  or  molestation,"  the  defen- 
dant pleaded  that  he  always  permitted,  and  the  plaintiff  replied  that  after  the 
making  of  the  bond  the  defendant  conveyed  the  land  in  fee  to  a  stranger,  who 
would  not  permit  the  plain  tiff  to  cut  the  wood, &c.  and  the  defendant  demurred 
to  the  replication,  the  court  gave  judgment  for  the  demurrer,  the  replication 
having  shewn  no  breach,  the  bond  being  a  license  under  seal  binding  on  the 
defendant  and  his  vendee,  and  not  revocable  by  parol,  and  the  plaintiff  having 
shewn  no  obstruction. 

Debt  on  bond,  dated  3rd  February,  1829. — Condition 
shewn  in  oyer  was — "  if  defendant,  his  heirs  or  assign* 
should  permit  and  allow,  without  any  let,  hinderance  or 
molestation  whatsoever,  the  plaintiff,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
to  cut  down,  take  and  carry  away  all  the  wood  for  firing 
from  off  fifteen  acres  at  the  north-west  corner  of  No.  12,  first 
concession  of  Hope,  to  be  measured  off  and  marked  by 
defendant,  so  as  to  occasion  no  mistake  as  to  the  boundary 
thereof;  provided  always,  and  it  being  understood  that  the 
said  wood  should  be  taken  and  carried  away  within  five 
years  from  date,  the  land  and  the  use  thereof  continuing  to 
be  the  property  of  defendant,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  then,"  &c. 

Pleas — 1st.  Non  est  factum. 

2nd.  Actio  non — Because  defendant  hath  always  since 
the  said  obligation  permitted  and  allowed,  without  any  let, 
hinderance  or  molestation  whatsoever,  the  said  plaintiff  to 
cut  down,  take  and  carry  away,  all  the  wood  for  firing 
from  off  the  said  fifteen  acres  of  land.  And  this  he  is 
ready,  &c.    Wherefore,  &c. 

3rd.  Actio  non — Because  defendant  did  from  time  to  time 
and  at  all  times,  after  making  said  bond,  well  and  truly 
observe,  perform,  fulfil  and  keep  all  and  singular  the  articles, 
clauses,  conditions  and  agreements  in  the  said  condition 
specified,  in  all  things  therein  contained,  on  his  part  and 
behalf  to  be  performed.  And  this  he  is  ready  to  verify. 
Wherefore,  &c. 

4th.  Actio  won^Because,  although  defendant  hath  always 
since  making  the  said  bond  permitted  and  allowed,  with- 
out any  let,  hinderance  or  molestation  whatever,  the  said 
plaintiff  to  cut  down,  take  and  carry  away  all  the  wood  for 
firing  from  said  fifteen  acres  of  land,  and  did  afterwards 
2  b  vol.  IV. 
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request  said  plaintiff  to  cut  down,  take  and  carry  away  all 
the  said  wood ;  yet  plaintiff,  when  so  requested,  declared 
to  defendant  that  he  would  not  cut  down,  take  and  carry 
away  the  same,  and  hath  ever  since  the  making  of  the  said 
bond,  and  during  the  space  of  five  years  from  the  date 
thereof,  wholly  refused  to  cut  down,  take  and  carry  away 
the  same  or  any  part  thereof*  And  this  he  is  ready  to  verify. 
Wherefore,  &c. 

Replication  to  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  pleas  jointly :  Precludi 
non — Because  shortly  after  said  bond  and  within  five  years 
from  date  and  before  plaintiff  had  cut  down,  &c.  all  the  said 
wood  or  any  part  thereof,  defendant  by  a  certain  indenture 
of  bargain  and  sale,  made  between  defendant  and  one 
Robert  Coleman,  which  said  indenture  was  sealed  with  the 
seal  of  defendant,  in  consideration  of  200Z.  paid  by  Cole- 
man to  defendant,  bargained  and  sold  the  said  lot  No.  12 
to  said  Coleman,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  which  said 
indenture  was  afterwards  duly  enregistered ;  by  virtue 
whereof  and  of  the  Statute  of  Uses  Coleman  became  seised  of 
the  said  land  in  fee ;  and  plaintiff  further  saith,  that  although 
at  the  time  of  the  said  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  and 
from  thence  until  the  end  of  the  said  term  of  five  years,, 
there  were  divers  trees  fit  for  firing  standing  and  growing 
on  said  fifteen  acres,  yet  the  said  Coleman  did  not  nor 
would  at  any  time  after  the  making  of  the  said  indenture, 
within  the  said  five  years,  permit  or  allow  plaintiff  to  cut 
down,  &c.  said  trees,  but  wholly  refused  so  to  do,  contrary^ 
&c.    And  this  he  is  ready  to  verify.    Wherefore,  &c. 

Demurrer  to  this  replication,  assigning  for  cause — That 
replication  is  double  and  multifarious,  in  that  it  professes 
to  be  an  answer  to  several  and  distinct  matters  of  defence, 
pleaded  in  several  pleas,  so  that  defendant  can  take  no  dis- 
tinct issue  without  departing  from  one  or  other  of  his  pleas. 
2nd.  That  said  replication  is  no  answer  to  the  fourth  plea, 
does  not  reply  to  the  same  or  deny,^  answer  or  traverse  any 
fact  alleged  therein. 

Joinder  in  demurrer. 

The  case  was  argued  in  Hilary  term  last  by  Sullivan  for 
the  plaintiff  and  the  Solicitor  General  for  the  defendant. 
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Robinson,  C.  J. — I  think  we  must  admit  the  pleas  to  be 
good,  notwithstanding  defendant  says  only  that  he  always 
permitted,  &c.  and  says  nothing  of  assigns,  for  an  assign- 
ment is  not  stated  in  the  declaration  or  pleas,  and  is  not  to 
be  presumed.— Str.  228 ;  1  Salk.  139.  Then  the  replica- 
tion assumes  to  answer  all  the  pleas,  and  is  not,  in  my 
opinion,  an  answer  to  the  4th  plea,  and  being  bad  in  part, 
the  replication  is  bad  for  the  whole,  and  the  judgment  must 
be  for  the  defendant  on  the  demurrer.  My  brothers,  I 
believe,  are  clear  that  plaintiff  must  fail  on  another  ground — 
namely,  that  he  has  shewn  no  breach  of  the  agreement; 
since  a  mere  refusal  to  permit — that  is,  a  verbal,  denial  of 
his  right  or  declining  to  give  assent  on  the  part  of  the 
assignees — is  no  sufficient  breach.  They  consider  that  the 
agreement  between  plaintiff  and  defendant  gave  the  right 
and  rendered  no  assent  afterwards  necessary,  though  an 
actual  obstruction  by  the  assignee  of  the  exercise  of  that 
right  would  have  constituted  a  breach  of  the  conditions,  but 
no  such  hinderance  {i.e.  by  any  act)  is  stated. 

Sherwood,  J. — The  condition  of  the  bond  which  the 
defendant  executed  to  the  plaintiff  amounts  to  a  license  in 
favour  of  the  latter  to  cut  and  carry  away  the  wood  therein 
mentioned  on  lot  No.  12,  in  the  first  concession  of  Hope, 
for  the  term  of  five  years,  and  the  conveyance  in  fee  which 
the  defendant  afterwards  made  of  the  lot  did  not,  in  my 
opinion,  affect  the  license  in  any  respect  whatever.  The 
plaintiff  alleges  in  his  replication  that  Coleman,  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  lot,  refused  to  give  him  permission  to  take 
aw^ay  the  -wood,  but  as  it  w^as  not  necessary  to  ask  his  per- 
mission either  to  enter  upon  the  premises  or  to  take  away 
the  wood,  I  think  such  refusal  cannot  properly  be  termed 
"  any  let,  hinderance  or  molestation."  Indeed,  the  replica- 
tion of  the  plaintiff  does  not  go  the  length  of  alleging  any 
act  whatever  on  the  part  of  Coleman  which  implies  an 
obstruction — it  merely  alleges  that  "  he  refused  to  permit 
or  allow"  the  plaintiff  to  cut  or  carry  away  the  wood.  He 
could  not,  I  think,  "let,  hinder  or  molest"  him  in  taking 
away  the  wood  without  some  opposition  by  word  or  deed. 
The  fourth  plea  of  the  defendant  remains  wholly  unanswered, 
and  therefore  he  is  entitled  to  judgment  on  the  demurrer. 
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Macaulay,  J. — I  am  of  opinion  the  bond  is  equivalent  to 
a  gift  or  grant  of  the  trees,  and  constitutes  a  license  to  the 
plaintiff  to  enter  and  cut  them  ;  that  the  replication  is  no 
answer  to  the  fourth  plea,  and  that  it  shews  no  breach  of 
the  bond.  It  being  alleged  that  the  assignee  of  the  defen- 
dant did  not  nor  would  permit  or  allow  the  plaintiff  to  cut, 
&c.  the  trees,  shews  no  let,  hinderance  or  molestation.  The 
plaintiff  might  have  gone  and  cut  them,  although  even  ver- 
bally forbid,  and  could  justify  under  the  bond,  as  a  license 
under  seal  binding  upon  the  defendant  and  his  privy  the 
assignee,  not  revocable  by  word  of  mouth,  and  not  revoked 
by  the  assignee  merely  not  permitting  or  allowing  the  plain- 
tiff to  cut  the  timber.— Noy.  18 ;  3  Keb.  440,  162,  202  ;  1 
Lut.  570,  97 ;  5  Mod.  133 ;  12  Mod.  86  ;  Cro.  Eliz.  348 ; 
Dyer,  27-8;  1  B.  &  P.  455;  1  Leon.  139,  124;  Yel.  65; 
Cro.  Eliz.  140;  Show.  290,  252;  1  Sand.  337-8;  Stra.  191; 
6  T.  R.  458 ;  10  Mod.  142 ;  Al.  19 ;  Freem.  122 ;  8  Mod. 
218 ;  3  Taunt.  24 ;  Hard,  132,  35  ;  8  Co„  91 ;  9  Co.  51 ; 
2  Vent.  138-9;  Com.  R.  228;  6  Mod.  150;  Cro.  Jac.  567, 
425 ;  2  Saund.  181,  b. ;  Yel.  30 ;  1  T.  R.  671 ;  1  H.  BL  34. 
Per  Cur.- — ^Judgment  for  defendant  on  demurrer. 


Burgess  v.  Fanning. 

An  action  cannot  be  maintained  by  one  partner  ag-ainst  another,  on  an  offer  to 
pay  a  certain  sum,  if  he  would  be  allowed  to  keep  the  books  and  collect  the 
debts. 

Assumpsit  on  the  common  count  and  an  account  stated. 
Plea — non-assumpsit.  At  the  trial  it  appeared  that  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant  were  partners,  and  tried  to  come  to 
terms  for  a  dissolution.  The  defendant  had  all  the  books, 
accounts,  &c.  and  kept  them  in  his  own  possession.  The 
plaintiff  claimed  from  him  lOOZ.  or  more,  as  his  share  of  the 
debts  due  to  the  firm,  and  offered  to  give  defendant  80Z.  for 
his  share,  and  to  take  the  books  to  himself,  receiving  what- 
ever might  be  due.  This  the  defendant  declined,  but  in 
his  turn  offered  plaintiff  SOL  for  his  interest  in  the  concern. 
To  this  the  plaintiff  did  not  accede,  and  they  parted.  This 
action  was  then  brought,  treating  this  offer  of  the  defendant 
as  evidence      a  mutual  settlement  of  accounts,  and  an 
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acknowledgment  of  a  balance  by  defendant  as  due  to 
plaintiff.  At  the  trial,  on  this  evidence  the  plaintiff  was 
non-suited,  and  an  application  was  made  in  this  term  to 
set  aside  this  non-suit  by  Small.  The  Solicitor  General 
shewed  cause. 

Per  Cur. — There  is  clearly  nothing  in  the  evidence  to 
support  an  action  at  law  by  one  partner  against  the  other. 

Rule  discharged. 


Monroe  v.  King,  one,  &c. 
White  et  al.  v.  King,  one,  &c. 

In  an  action  against  an  attorney  he  sliould  have  four  full  days  in  term  to  plead, 
but  he  is  too  late  to  set  aside  an  interlocutory  judgment  signed  before  the  four 
days  had  expired,  two  months  after  such  judgment  and  after  notice  of  assess- 
ment served  ;  and  an  objection  that  there  is  not  any  date  to  a  notice  to  plead, 
nor  any  statement  that  the  plaintiff  appears  by  attorney  will  not  be  entertained. 

On  the  last  day  but  one  of  Hilary  term  last  the  defendant 
moved  to  set  aside  the  filing  of  the  bills  and  all  subsequent 
proceedings  as  irregular  and  defective,  with  costs,  returnable 
in  chambers  on  the  23rd  February,  1835,  which  was  dis- 
charged. The  bill  against  the  defendant,  as  an  attorney, 
was  filed  in  Monroe's  case  on  the  12th  November,  1834, 
and  served  the  same  day.  There  was  no  appearance  entered 
by  defendant  or  by  plaintiff's  attorney  for  him.  On  the  8th 
December  interlocutory  judgment  was  signed,  and  notice 
of  assessment  served  on  the  5th  February  for  the  next  assizes 
for  the  Home  District.  In  the  bill  it  was  omitted  to  insert 
that  the  plaintiff  S.  TF.,  his  attorney .^^'^  complains.  The 
notice  endorsed  was — "unless  you  plead  in  four  days  from 
the  date  hereof  judgment,"  &c.    The  only  date  was — 

"  dated  this  November,  1834."    A  demand  of  plea 

was  annexed,  dated  12th  November,  1834.  In  White's 
case  the  proceedings  were  exactly  similar,  excepting  that 

the  date  on  the  notice  was  in  this  way — "  day  day 

 1834,"  omitting  "  November."    The  objections  taken 

were — 1st.  That  though  signed  by  Simon  Washburn,  plain- 
tiff's attorney,  the  bill  did  not  state  that  plaintiff  declared 
by  attorney,  but  is  as  if  he  declared  in  person. 

2nd.  Defect  in  the  date  of  notice. 
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3rd.  Interlocutory  judgment  signed  before  Hilary  term, 
though  the  bill  was  not  served  so  as  to  give  judgment  four 
full  days  to  plead  in  Michaelmas  term. 

4tk  Interlocutory  judgment  signed  without  appearance 
being  entered  by  defendant  or  by  plaintiff  for  him  under  the 
statute. 

Washburn  shewed  cause  to  a  rule  again  moved  by 
defendant  against  the  proceedings. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — In  the  first  place,  I  must  stale  that 
when  the  court  are  moved  in  term  to  set  aside  proceedings 
for  irregularity  on  technical  objections,  and  a  rule  is  taken 
out  by  the  party  moving,  returnable  before  a  judge  in  vaca- 
tion, the  order  of  the  judge  refusing  to  set  them  aside  ought, 
as  I  apprehend,  to  conclude  the  matter,  because  he  is  to 
exercise  the  discretion  which  the  court  has  of  refusing  to 
grant  relief  summarily  where  they  think  the  refusal  proper. 
An  order  setting  them  aside,  if  granted  upon  questionable 
grounds,  might  more  reasonably  be  subject  to  reversal  by 
the  court.  In  this  case,  however,  I  think  the  court  would 
have  disposed  of  the  case  as  the  learned  judge  did.  I  agree 
in  the  conclusion  he  came  to.  I  incline  to  think,  as  he  did, 
that  regularly  the  defendant  could  not  be  compelled  to  plead 
till  Hilary  term,  and  that  the  objection  of  signing  judgment 
too  soon,  if  objected  to  within  a  reasonable  time,  might 
have  prevailed.  The  other  objections,  viz.,  that  the  plain- 
tiff's attorney's  name  was  not  used  at  the  commencement 
of  the  bill,  the  defect  in  the  date  of  the  notice,  and  the  omis- 
sion to  enter  common  appearance  by  the  plaintiff  for  defen- 
dant, were  properly  overruled  I  think  on  their  merits,  inde- 
pendently of  the  delay  in  moving ;  but  upon  the  ground  of 
delay,  the  defendant  was  too  late  in  any  of  his  objections. 
He  would  clearly  be  held  to  be  so  in  England,  if  he  had 
merely  deferred  until  after  the  first  four  days  of  Hilary ;  but 
when  it  is  considered  that  he,  an  attorney  of  this  court, 
acquainted  with  the  practice  and  resident  in  town,  allowed 
the  judgment,  which  he  complains  of  as  irregular,  to  remain 
against  him  from  the  8th  December  for  nearly  two  months 
of  vacation,  and  in  Hilary  term  he  not  only  takes  no  step 
within  the  first  four  days,  but  although  the  plaintiff  served 
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him  with  notice  of  assessment  on  the  5th  of  February,  the 
fourth  day  of  term,  he  lay  by  for  eight  or  nine  days,  and 
only  moved  on  the  ground  of  their  irregularities  the  last  day 
but  one  of  the  term,  when  it  was  too  late  to  dispose  of  the 
matter  so  as  to  admit  of  the  plaintiff  filing  a  new  bill,  under 
which  he  could  go  to  trial  at  the  next  assizes ;  and  when, 
besides,  it  is  considered  that  w^hen  the  parties  were  before 
the  judge  upon  the  rule  the  plaintiff  offered  the  defendant 
to  waive  his  judgment  and  allow  him  to  plead,  when  he 
had  yet  many  weeks  to  prepare  for  his  defence,  it  would 
have  been  strange  certainly  if  these  rules  had  been  disposed 
of  otherwise  than  they  were. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.,  of  the  same  opinion. 

Per  Cur, — Rule  discharged. 


Waddel  v.  McCabe. 

The  words  "  value  received"  in  a  stock  note  innport  ^rima  facie  a  consideration, 
and  a  consideration  which  cannot  legally  be  enforced  may  be  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain a  promise,  and  an  agreement  to  pay  money  on  a  party's  not  bidding  at  a 
sheriff's  sale  is  not  void  as  being  contrary  to  public  policy,  when  the  party 
making  the  agreement  thereby  insured  the  withdrawal  of  a  claim  from  the  land. 

The  pleadings,  &c.,  in  this  case  have  been  already 
reported  (a).  The  cause  went  down  for  trial  again  at  the 
last  assizes  for  the  Gore  District.  It  appeared  that  one 
Stirling  asserted  a  claim  to  a  lot  of  land  in  the  township  of 
Binbrook,  and  gave  a  memorandum  in  writing  to  convey 
this  land  to  plaintiff.  There  was  no  evidence  that  Stirling 
had  any  title,  but  McCabe,  in  consideration  that  Waddel 
would  not  bid  against  him  at  a  sheriff's  saJe  of  this  land 
for  taxes  or  set  up  this  claim,  gave  the  following  instrument : 
*'Two  years  after  date,  I  promise  to  pay  unto  Thomas 
Waddel  or  bearer  the  sum  of  25Z.,  lawful  money,  for  value 
received,  to  be  paid  in  good  merchantable  wheat  at  the 
market  price."  McCabe  became  the  purchaser  at  the  sale, 
and  Waddel  did  not  bid  against  him.  A  general  verdict 
was  taken  for  the  plaintiff,  and  at  the  trial  the  plaintiff  was 
■called  upon  by  the  defendant's  counsel  to  say  whether  he 
intended  to  go  upon  any  of  his  special  counts  or  to  abandon 
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them,  and  he  was  told  that  if  he  attempted  to  recover  on  a 
general  account  and  failed,  the  defendant  would  object  to 
his  proceeding  for  the  same  cause  of  action  upon  any 
f*pecial  count.  The  plaintiff  did  not  however  make  any 
election.— Fi(^e  5  Taunt.  142.  ) 

In  Michaelmas  term  last  Sullivan  moved  to  set  aside  the 
judgment,  and  in  Hilary  term  O^Reilly  shewed  cause. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — There  is  clearly  no  objection  to  the 
plaintiff  recovering  upon  the  8th  count,  unless  a  difficulty 
has  been  thrown  in  his  way  by  anything  that  occurred  at 
the  trial.  We  have  already  decided  in  this  cause  before, 
the  last  trial,  that  upon  the  instrument  given  in  evidence 
the  plaintiff  may  recover  upon  the  8th  count,  stating  a  debt 
due  upon  an  account,  stated  as  the  consideration  for  the 
defendant  entering  into  this  engagement. 

I  do  not  see  how  the  plaintiff  can  be  precluded  from 
applying  the  evidence  which  he  has  given  to  the  8th  count. 
That  count  states  a  special  agreement  to  pay  in  wheat,  the 
consideration  of  which  is,  that  defendant  on  accounting  was 
indebted  in  that  sum.  It  is  true  the  words  "  value  received" 
are  a  sufficient  admission  of  a  debt  prima  facie  to  supply 
proof  under  such  a  count,  but  I  cannot  see  how  plaintiff  can 
be  prevented  from  going  back  into  the  foundation  of  debt, 
in  order  to  strengthen  the  implication  arising  from  the 
admission  in  the  instrument.  He  shews  that  in  fact  the 
defendant  had  a  sufficient  reason  for  acknowledging  a  debt ; 
that  he  had  received  a  substantial  benefit,  though  in  a  cir- 
cuitous manner.  He  had,  in  consequence  of  a  previous 
dealing  with  plaintiff,  acquired  a  title  to  a  lot  of  land,  for 
which  he  agreed  to  give  this  25/.  No  objection  can  lio 
under  the  Statute  of  Frauds.  The  defendant  had  got  the 
consideration  he  bargained  for.  It  has  turned  out  beneficial 
to  him,  and  that  shews  the  admission  of  value  received  was 
well  founded.  The  case  of  Knowles  et  al.  v.  Mabel  et  al. 
(15  Ea.  249)  is  strongly  in  point.  The  case  of  Lee  v. 
Muggudge  (5  Taunt.  42)  is  also  applicable,  to  shew  that  a 
consideration,  not  capable  of  being  legally  enforced,  may 
yet  be  sufficient  to  support  a  promise,  and  may  be  sustained 
as  a  sufficient  consideration  on  the  record. 
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I  think  the  alleged  agreement  not  to  bid  at  the  sheriff's 
sale  is  not  a  void  consideration,  as  being  contrary  to  public 
policy,  when  it  is  explained  as  the  truth  was  here.  It  was 
the  mere  withdrawing  a  claim  which  the  plaintiff  had  to 
the  consideration  of  the  public,  and  which  he  agreed  to 
transfer  to  plaintiff,  such  as  it  was.  He  would  have  acled 
dishonestly  if  he  had  attempted  to  bid  on  the  lot  as  the 
owner,  and  nothing  more  was  meant  than  that  he  should 
not  do  so.  If  an  exception  can  be  sustained  upon  any  of 
these  counts,  I  would  leave  the  defendant  to  his  writ  of 
error  and  not  arrest  the  judgment. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.,  concurred. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Bank  of  Montreal  v.  J.  G.  Bethune. 

The  Bubble  Acts  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  and  14  Geo.  II.  cb.  37,  are  not  in  force  in  this 
province,  and  banks  chartered  by  acts  of  the  provincial  parliament  could  not 
come  within  the  provisions  of  those  acts. 

The  defendant  was  sued  as  endorser  of  a  promissory 
note  for  152/,  6s.  6J.  made  by  Donald  Bethune  to  defen- 
dant or  order,  and  by  defendant  endorsed  to  plaintiffs,  who 
bring  this  action  under  the  corporate  name  of  "  The  Presi- 
dent, Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Montreal." 

The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue  and  a  special 
plea,  in  which  he  urges,  as  a  defence,  that  certain  persons, 
whose  names  are  unknown  to  him,  illegally  associated 
themselves  and  transacted  business  as  a  bank  in  this  pro- 
vince, issuing  illegal  notes,  &c.  under  the  name  of  "the 
President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Mont- 
real that  this  note  was  endorsed  by  defendant  for  the 
axjcommodation  ol  the  maker,  and  was  delivered  to  the  said 
piersons,  &c.  so  illegally  carrying  on  business  as  bankers, 
in  the  course  of  such  their  illegal  business,  contrary  to  the 
statute  of  14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37. 

The  plaintiffs  demurred  generally  to  this  plea.  Joinder 
in  demurrer. 

This  case  w^as  argued  in  Hilary  term  by  Bidivell  for 
plaintiffs  and  Sherwood^  H.,  for  defendant. 

Robinson,  C.  J.— The  defence  is  in  fact  the  same  as  was 
pleaded  to  the  action  of  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada  against 
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Donald  Bethune,  in  which  case  the  court  have  given  judg- 
ment this  term  (o)^  and  it  is  of  course  decided  by  that  judg- 
ment. It  is  unnecessary  for  us,  having  so  fally  explained 
the  grounds  and  reasons  of  our  opinion  i|i  the  case  referred 
to,  to  discuss  them  again  here.  We  consider  that  the 
defence  intended  to  be  pleaded  could  not  be  sustained 
otherwise  than  by  shewing  in  the  plea  that  the  Montreal 
Bank  was  an  illegal  undertaking  or  project,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  6  Geo.  J.  ch.  18.  That  it  is  not  made  out  to 
be  illegal  under  the  terms  of  the  14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37,  alone, 
and  without  reference  to  the  6  Geo.  L,  and  being  of  opinion 
that  the  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  is  no  longer  in  force  in  this  pro- 
vince, since  its  repeal  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  by  the 
act  6  Geo.  IV.  ch.  91,  our  judgment  is  for  the  plaintiff  on 
the  demurrer. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  the  plea  could  not  have  been 
sustained  if  the  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  were  still  in  force.  I  think 
it  bad  on  several  grounds.  It  does  not  make  out  a  case, 
which,  on  the  14  Geo.  II.  alone,  would  shew  the  company 
to  be  illegal ;  and  yet  it  does  not  refer  to  the  6  Geo.  I.  ch. 
18,  to  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  resort  (supposing 
that  statute  to  be  in  force)  before  the  defence  intended  could 
be  sufficiently  pleaded.  It  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  state 
a  case  sufficient  to  shew  the  company  to  be  an  illegal  asso- 
ciation under  either  or  both  of  these  statutes ;  and  the  illegal 
conduct  intended  to  be  set  up  as  a  defence  is  not  imputed 
to  the  plaintiffis,  but  only  to  certain  persons  unknown,  who 
it  is  said  associated  themselves  together,  and  used  the  name 
under  which  the  plaintiffs  in  this  action  are  suing.  In  my 
opinion,  we  could  not  declare  this  statement  in  this  plea 
sufficient  to  defeat  the  plaintiffs'  recovery  upon  the  ground 
that  they  are  shewn  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  public  nuisance 
in  the  course  of  the  transaction  out  of  which  this  claim  has 
sprung,  unless  the  allegations  were  so  direct  and  circum- 
stantial that  they  would  be  sufficient  in  an  indictment  for  a 
nuisance  under  the  statute  relied  upon ;  and  to  convict  a 
man  of  a  crime,  a  case  must  be  stated  which  requires  no 
intendment  to  help  it  out.    It  would  not  do  to  conclude  the 
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plaintiffs  in  ihis  case  to  have  comnnitted  an  offence,  subject- 
ing them  to  the  penalties  of  a  prccmunire^  upon  the  mere 
surmise  or  presumption  that  certain  persons  who  set  up  an 
illegal  scheme  under  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors 
and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  were  the  same  per- 
sons who  are  suing  in  this  action  under  that  name,  it  being 
nowhere  alleged  throughout  the  whole  pleading  that  they 
are  the  same  persons. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.,  of  the  same  opinion  as 
to  the  demurrer. 

Per  Cur. — Judgment  for  plaintiffs  on  demurrer. 


In  this  term  the  following  gentlemen  w^ere  called  to  ihe 
bar  and  sworn  in  : — John  Powell  and  John  Wilson, 
Esquires. 

Jno.  B.  Robinson,  C.  /. 
L.  P.  Sherwood,  /. 
J.  B.  Macaulay,  J. 

■ 


KING'S  BENCH. 


TRINITY  TERM,  5  &  6  WILLIAM  IV. 


Doe  ex  Dem.  McIntosh  v.  McDonell. 

Lands  are  not  bound  under  the  5  Geo.  II.  ch.  7,  until  the  delivery  of  the  fi.  fa. 
against  them  1o  the  sheriff.  The  judgment  of  a  District  Court  could  not  bind 
Ihem  for  want  of  a  docket. 

Ejectment  for  lands  in  the  Eastern  District. — The  plaintiff 
claimed  title  under  a  conveyance  from  the  defendant's 
father,  dated  29th  January,  1828,  registered  1st  Febraary, 
1828.  The  defendant  claimed  under  a  sheriff's  deed  upon 
a  sale  of  the  same  land  under  two  District  Court  judgments 
against  defendant's  father,  entered  21st  July,  1826,  upon 
which  execution  issued  against  goods  in  due  time,  and  on 
15th  November,  1828,  a  ji.  fa.  was  issued  against  lands, 
returnable  1st  of  January  term,  1830,  and  the  question  raised 


196  king's  bench,  trinity  term,  5  &  6  WM.  ^v. 

was — whether  the  purchase  from  defendant's  father,  under 
the  deed  of  29th  January,  1828,  did  not  pass  the  estate,  not- 
withstanding the  judgment  and  sale,  to  the  defendant?  A 
verdict  was  taken  for  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  subject  to 
this  question,  which  was  argued  in  Hilary  term  for  the 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  in  Easter  term  for  the  defendant. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — If  lands  and  tenements  are  bound  by 
the  judgment  or  by  the  delivery  to  the  sheriff  of  the  fi.  fa, 
against  the  goods^  then  the  sale  by  the  sheriff  would  be 
good,  unless,  as  is  contended,  the  delay  of  two  years  in 
proceeding  against  the  lands  should  operate  in  favour  of 
the  subsequent  purchaser ;  but  if  lands  are  not  bound  before 
the  delivery  of  the  fi.  fa.  against  the  lands,  then  of  course 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover.  In  the  case 
of  Doe  ex  dem.  Clark  and  Street  v.  Updegrove,  in  which  I 
was  concerned  at  the  bar,  I  apprehend  it  was  distinctly 
adjudged  by  the  court  that  lands  and  tenements  are  not 
bound  in  this  province  for  the  purpose  of  sale  under  a  fieri 
facias  upon  the  5  Geo.  II.  ch.  27,  until  the  writ  is  delivered 
to  the  sheriff,  as  in  the  case  of  goods  and  chattels.  That 
decision  having  been  made  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  acquiesced 
in  to  this  time,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  I  think  to  abide  by  it 
until  it  shall  be  overruled  by  higher  authority,  otherwise 
persons  who  may  have  acquired  titles  in  accordance  with 
the  law,  as  settled  by  the  judgment  of  this  court,  would  be 
subject  to  great  injury  from  inconsistent  decisions.  Inde- 
pendently of  this  authority,  by  which  I  think  we  must  be 
bound,  it  is  to  be  considered  that  there  is  no  evidence  here 
of  the  judgment  under  which  the  lands  were  sold  having 
been  docketed,  and  we  know  that  in  fact  no  such  docket  is 
kept  as  the  statute  4  &  5  W.  &  M.  ch.  20,  directs,  that 
statute  being  conceived  to  be  applicable  only  to  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  as  being  a  supreme  court,  similar  in  itg 
jurisdiction  and  authority  to  the  King's  Courts  at  Westr 
minster.  Then  the  question  arises,  if  it  is  not  made  the 
duty  of  that  court  to  docket  its  judgments  agreeably  to  the 
4  &  5  Wm.  &  Mary,  can  it  be  reasonably  expected  that  a 
purchaser  under  execution  is  under  any  circumstances  to 
give  proof  that  such  a  docket  has  been  made  ?    My  opinion 
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is,  that  in  no  event  since  the  statute  can  a  judgment  not 
docketed  bind  lands  to  the  prejudice  of  a  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser, since  it  would  be  absurd  to  allow  a  judgment  of  an 
inferior  court  an  author! ly  over  lands,  beyond  what  can  be 
attributed  to  the  judgments  of  the  superior  court.  I  am 
further  inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  since  at  common  law- 
no  writ  of  fieri  facias  lay  against  lands,  and  the  property 
in  them  could  not  be  altered  by  or  under  a  judgment.  So 
taking,  as  we  do,  that  process  under  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  5  Geo.  II.  ch.  5.  we  have  no  authority  to  give  to  the 
writ  a  greater  effect  than  that  statute  warrants,  and  so  far 
from  declaring  that  upon  a  fie7'i  facias  any  lands  may  be 
seized  and  sold  which  the  debtor  had  at  the  time  of  the 
judgment  entered,  the  statute  expressly  places  the  remedy 
by  execution  against  lands  upon  the  same  footing  and  no 
other  as  against  goods,  and  goods,  it  is  plain,  are  bound 
only  from  the  delivery  of  the  execution  to  the  sheriff.  I  do 
not  however  pursue  the  question,  because  I  consider  it  no 
longer  an  open  question.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  lessor  of 
the  plaintiff  should  retain  his  verdict.  Whether  in  this 
province  the  5  Geo.  II.  ch.  7,  should  not  be  held  virtually  to 
take  away  the  remedy  by  elegit,  may  be  made  a  question ; 
it  is  not  necessary  here  to  determine  that ;  but  at  present  I 
doubt  whether  an  elegit  can  be  taken  out  here. 

Sherwood,  J. — ^^The  following  opinion  was  given'by  me 
in  the  cause  of  Doe  ex  dem.  Clark  et  al.  v.  Updegrove  et  al., 
and  was  afterwards  delivered  to  the  reporter,  Mr.  Taylor, 
to  be  entered  among  the  reports  of  cases  decided  in  this 
court.    By  some  accident  it  was  never  reported  : — 

In  my  view  of  the  case,  I  think  it  necessary  to  examine 
the  two  following  points  only  : — 1st.  Are  lands  bound  by 
the  entry  of  the  judgment  ?  2nd.  Is  it  necessary  to  procure 
and  file  the  return  of  the  sheriff  on  the  writ  of  fi.fa.  against 
the  goods,  when  nothing  is  seized  or  levied  under  it  to 
entitle  the  plaintiff  to  a  fi.  fa.  against  the  lands?  In  my 
opinion,  the  entry  of  the  judgment  did  not  bind  the  lands 
at  common  law.  The  plaintiff  might  have  a  writ  of  levari 
facias  against  the  defendant,  and  levy  the  rents  and  growing 
profits  of  the  land,  but  he  could  not  take  possession  of  them 


198 


king's  bench,  trinity  term,  5  &  6  WM.  IV. 


or  sell  them.  The  defehdant  at  any  time,  before  or  after 
final  judgment,  might  sell  his  lands,  and  the  plaintiff  in  such 
case  would  have  been  entirely  ousted  of  his  remedy.  When 
the  defendant  was  the  King's  debtor  a  different  rale  at  the 
common  law  prevailed.  The  King  was  at  iiberiy  to  take 
possession  of  his  debtor's  lands,  and  to  keep  possession  of 
them  till  his  debt  was  satisfied  from  the  rents  and  growing 
profits.  The  real  estate,  however,  could  not  be  sold  at 
common  law,  even  for  a  debt  due  the  crown.  The  law 
remained  unaltered  till  13Eliz.,ch.  4, Avhen  it  was  amended, 
and  by  the  25  Geo.  III.  ch.  35,  it  was  further  altered,  and 
lands  at  this  day  are  most  usually  sold  for  the  King  by 
virtue  of  the  latter  statute,  because  the  former  does  not 
extend  to  all  cases,  and  it  has  been  found  inconvenient  to 
obtain  a  title  under  it,  which  must  be  made  by  letters  patent. 
By  these  statutes  all  real  estate  can  be  sold  for  the  King's 
use,  independently  of  the  provisions  of  5  Geo.  II.  As  the 
common  law  did  not  allow  the  judgment  to  prevent  a  sale 
of  the  defendant's  real  estate  by  himself,  nor  allow  it  to  be 
sold  under  an  execution  for  the  benefit  of  the  plaintiff,  there 
was  no  permanent  security  for  the  satisfaction  of  debts  from 
lands.  Experience,  however,  soon  proved  that  commerce 
could  not  be  carried  on  to  any  great  extent  or  advantage 
without  such  security,  and  the  parliament  in  England 
thought  it  proper  at  an  early  period  to  interfere.  The 
statute  Westminster  2nd  (13  Edw.  I.  ch.  18)  was  passed  to 
remedy  this  evil.  It  expressly  enacts  that  the  judgment 
shall  bind  the  real  estate,  and  gives  the  plaintiff  the  writ  of 
execution  called  an  elegit,  by  which  one  moiety  of  the 
defendant's  land  may  be  taken  by  the  sheriff  and  appraised 
as  to  its  yearly  value,  after  which  the  plaintiff  may  keep  it 
till  his  debt  be  satisfied,  according  to  the  estimate  in  the 
inquisition  returned  by  the  sheriff.  The  tenant,  by  elegit, 
has  thenceforward  an  estate  determinable  on  the  contin- 
gency of  the  satisfaction  of  the  debt,  and  his  term  is  neces- 
sarily protracted  or  shortened  in  a  ratio  with  the  yearly 
value  of  the  land  and  the  amount  of  his  debt.  In  the  mean 
time,  till  a  termination  happens  of  the  tenant's  estate,  the 
debtor  or  real  owner  of  the  premises  can  sell  them,  subject 
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to  payment  of  the  debt.  It  therefore  clearly  appears  to  me 
that  the  binding  of  the  real  estate  by  judgment  under  statute 
Weslmmsler  2nd,  creates  only  an  incumbrance  for  a  known 
and  certain  period  after  the  return  of  the  elegit.  I  will  now 
briefly  examine  the  laws  of  this  province  as  respect  the 
liability  of  real  estates  to  the  satisfaction  of  debts.  I  think 
the  common  law  of  England  and  the  statute  Wesminster 
2nd  are  in  force  here  ;  besides  which,  we  have  the  5  Geo. 
II.  ch.  7,  which  they  have  not  in  England.  The  fourth 
section  is  in  the  following  words: — "That  from  and  after 
the  29th  September,  1732,  the  houses,  lands,  negroes  and 
other  hereditaments  and  real  estates,  situate  or  being  within 
any  of  the  said  plantations,  belonging  to  any  person  indebted, 
shall  be  liable  to  and  chargeable  with  all  just  debts,  duties 
and  demands  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  owing  by  any 
such  person  to  his  Majesty  or  any  of  his  subjects,  and  shall 
and  may  be  assets  as  real  estates  are  by  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, liable  to  the  satisfaction  of  debts  due  by  bond  or  other 
specialty,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  remedies,  proceed- 
ings and  process^  in  any  court  of  law  ot  equity  in  any  of 
the  said  plantations  respectively  for  seizing,  selling,  extend- 
ing or  disposing  of  any  such  houses,  lands,  negroes  or  other 
hereditaments  and  real  estates,  towards  the  satisfaction  of 
such  duties  and  demands,  and  in  like  manner  as  personal 
estates  in  any  of  the  said  plantations  respectively  are  seized, 
extended,  sold  or  disposed  of  for  the  satisfaction  of  debt." 
It  is,  I  believe,  a  well  known  rule  of  law,  that  all  acts  of 
parliament  made  in  pari  materia  must  be  taken  together 
and  construed  as  one  act,  and  I  take  it  to  be  equally  clear, 
that  where  they  are  made  with  peculiar  and  distinct  views, 
and  intended  to  produce  consequences  to  the  parties  inte- 
rested different  in  their  extent  and  nature,  and  to  have  a 
separate  operation  different  in  separate  countries,  that  this 
rule  no  longer  holds  good.  The  statute  Westminster  2nd 
was  made  to  enable  the  creditor  to  get  possession  of  one- 
half  of  the  real  estate  of  his  debtor,  and  to  hold  the  posses- 
sion till  the  annual  profit  of  the  land  should  satisfy  the  debt. 
It  was  altogether  contrary  to  the  feudal  principles  recog- 
nized in  the  reign  of  Edward  1.  to  allow  of  the  actual  sale 
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of  any  part  of  the  real  estate  under  an  execution  for  debt. 
This  statute  maintains  in  full  force  the  legal  distinction 
between  real  and  personal  property,  but  still  makes  an 
innovation  on  the  common  law,  by  allowing  to  the  creditor 
the  use  of  one  moiety  of  the  debtor's  land  to  satisfy  the 
debt,  and  by  allowing  the  judgment  to  create  a  lien  on  the 
real  estate  from  the  moment  it  is  entered.    It  appears  to  me 
that  when  the  British  parliament  framed  the  statute  5  Geo. 
II.  it  designed  to  give  an  entirely  new  remedy  to  the  cre- 
ditor for  the  recovery  of  debts  due  in  the  colonies,  and  at 
the  same  time  leaving  it  at  his  election  to  proceed  under 
that  act  or  under  the  local  laws  of  the  colonies.  The 
preamble  and  enacting  words  of  the  act  appear  to  me  to 
point  out  a  distinct  remedy  in  nowise  grafted  on  the  English 
law  or  on  any  colonial  institution.    When  the  statute  is 
considered  in  this  view,  a  greater  part  of  the  embarrassments 
and  difficulties  vanish  which  present  themselves  at  every 
step  in  the  endeavour  to  amalgamate  the  principles  estab- 
lished by  this  act  relative  to  real  estates,  with  those  of  the 
common  or  statute  law  of  England.    It  seems  to  me  that 
when  the  time  and  the  circumstances  under  which  this  act 
were  passed  are  fairly  taken  into  consideration,  it  is  not 
possible  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  British  legisla- 
ture ever  intended  by  this  statute  to  modify  and  extend  the 
provision  of  Westminster  2nd,  or  ever  designed  that  the 
two  laws  should  be  taken  in  pari  materia or  at  all  connected 
with  each  other  in  their  operation  and  effect.    I  also  think 
that  no  consequence  of  this  kind  would  be  produced  by  the 
adoption  of  the  English  laws  in  this  country,  because  the 
provincial  act  made  for  that  purpose  does  not  at  all  alter 
the  original  enactments  of  the  legislature  in  England,  aiid 
indeed  does  not  profess  to  do  so,  but  merely  to  introduce 
the  law  of  England  into  Upper  Canada.    The  statute  of 
Edward  I.  was  made  for  the  meridian  of  Westminster,  but 
the  statute  of  Geo.  II.  was  made  to  have  a  transmarine 
operation  where  the  laws  of  the  mother  country,  as  a  general 
code,  in  any  one  of  the  colonies,  were  not  in  force.  The 
effect  of  the  first  statute  is  to  cause  the  one-half  of  the  real 
estate  to  be  bound  for  the  satisfaction  of  debt,  and  by  this 
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means  to  provide  a  permanent  security  for  their  ultimate 
and  gradual  payment.  The  second  statute  authorises  the 
actual  sale  and  conveyance  of  real  estates  for  the  payment 
of  debts,  and  thereby  affords  a  more  easy  and  prompt  remedy 
for  creditors.  Each  of  these  statutes  possesses  its  peculiar 
advantage  and  utility,  and  I  am  well  convinced  the  state  of 
the  province  is  much  more  improved  by  possessing  both 
acts  than  it  would  have  been  by  having  only  one.  The 
creditor  is  abundantly  secured  against  every  species  of 
fraudulent  conveyance  by  the  13  &  27  Elizabeth,  but  should 
the  debtor  have  sufficient  subtlety  and  adroitness  to  escape 
beyond  those  modern  barriers  of  the  law,  he  must  eventually 
find  his  progress  completely  arrested  by  this  old-fashioned 
rampart  of  Edward  I. 

I  will  now  endeavour  to  give  some  explanation  of  that 
part  of  the  statute  5  Geo.  II.  which  I  have  already  cited. 
The  fourth  section  of  the  act  makes  lands  in  the  colonies 
liable  to  the  payment  of  all  just  debts,  and  further  makes 
them  subject  to  the  remedies,  proceedings  and  process  for 
seizing  and  selling  them,  and  in  like  manner  as  goods  and 
chattels.  The  13  Edw.  I.  leaves  the  common  law  principles 
relative  to  the  fee  simple  in  real  estates  wholly  untouched, 
but  the  5  Geo.  II.  at  one  stroke  prostrates  all  those  land- 
marks which  for  ages  have  distinctly  shewn  the  line  of 
separation  between  real  and  personal  property,  and  unites 
them  in  the  same  class  when  debts  are  to  be  satisfied. 
Real  estates,  by  the  express  words  of  the  statute,  are  to  be 
subject  to  the  like  remedy  and  proceeding,  and  in  like 
manner  for  seizing  and  selling  them  to  which  goods  are 
subject.  I  now  come  to  the  principal  question — are  lands 
bound  by  the  judgment?  That  goods  are  not  bound  by  the 
judgment  wilt  be  readily  conceded,  and  I  think  it  equally 
clear  that  lands  are  not  so  bound,  unless  the  act  contains 
plain  words  directing  real  estates  to  be  bound  by  the  judg- 
ment, or  unless  an  inference  to  the  same  effect  may  be  fairly 
drawn  from  the  general  provisions  of  the  act.  A  perusal 
of  the  fourth  section  is  quite  sufficient  to  convince  any  one 
that  it  contains  no  express  enactment  that  land  shall  be 
bound  by  the  judgment,  otherwise  no  doiibt  would  have 
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arisen,  and  I  now  come,  to  the  ultimate  consideration — 
whether  the  binding  by  the  judgment  may  be  inferred. 
The  beginning  of  this  section  enacts  that  real  estates  shall 
be  liable  to  the  payment  of  debts — the  end  of  the  section 
prescribes  in  what  manner  they  are  to  be  liable.  It  is  a 
general  rule  in  the  construction  of  statutes  that  one  part 
shall  be  construed  by  another,  and  the  whole  shall  be  so 
understood  that  if  possible  no  sentence  or  even  word  shall 
be  superflous  or  insignificant. — 1  Inst.  381.  Another  gene- 
ral rule  is  to  ascertain  how  the  common  law  stood  in  regard 
to  the  same  subject  before  the  making  of  the  statute,  and 
then  consider  from  the  words  of  the  statute  to  what  extent 
the  legislature  intended  to  alter  the  common  law. — 2  Inst. 
148.  It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  judgment  at  com- 
mon law  did  not  bind  the  lands,  and  that  the  5  Geo.  II. 
cannot  be  construed  in  pari  materia  with  13  Edw.  I.  In 
order  the  more  easily  to  come  to  a  conclusion  on  the  whole 
subject,  I  will  now  advance  one  proposition  which  I  take 
to  be  self-evident,  but  which  may  seem  to  elucidate  some 
of  the  subsequent  remarks.  If  the  legislature  by  the  fourth 
section  5  Geo.  II.  intended  the  judgment  should  bind  real 
estate  in  the  colonies  in  any  one  case,  they  intended  the 
judgment  should  bind  real  estate  in  all  cases.  I  will  now 
examine  if  this  can  be  done  if  the  judgment  binds  lands 
without  departing  from  the  plain  words  of  the  act.  Goods 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  act  were  by  the  law  of  England 
■bound  only  by  the  delivery  of  the  writ  of  fi.  fa.  to  the  she- 
riff, and  they  still  continue  to  be  so  bound.  The  remedy 
jfor  seizing  and  selling  lands,  by  the  words  of  the  act,  is  to 
be  like  the  remedy  for  seizing  and  selling  goods.  Now 
what  is  the  remedy  which  the  law  gives  the  plaintiff  for 
seizing  and  selling  goods  ?  The  answer  is  obvious.  The 
.plaintiff  's  remedy  against  the  goods  consists  in  the  binding 
,<^i  them  by  the  delivery  of  the  writ  of  execution  to  the 
isheriff  and  by  the  subsequent  sale  of  the  gdods.  Suppose 
lihe  plaintiff  enters  judgment,  but  before  he  takes  out  execu- 
tioB  the  defendant  sells  both  his  land  and  his  goods  for  a 
fall  and  valuable  consideration  to  a  bona  Jide  purchaser, 
^iyiihm^i  notice  of  the  judgment.    In  this  case  the  plaintiff 
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clearly  cannot  seize  and  sell  the  goods,  but  if  the  judgment 
binds  real  property  he  may  seize  and  sell  the  lands.  The 
vendee  of  the  defendant  would  hold  the  goods  and  lose  the 
lands,  and  the  plaintiff  himself  would  sell  the  lands  and 
lose  the  goods.    Here  then  is  one  instance  which  would 
contravene  the  very  words  of  the  act,  for  it  is  quite  clear  the 
lands  and  goods  would  not  be  subject  to  the  like  remedy. 
Again  :  suppose  A.  enters  judgment  against  B.,  and  then  C. 
enters  judgment  against  B.,  sues  out  execution  against  the 
goods,  and  delivers  it  to  the  sheriff  before  the  execution  of 
A.  is  delivered.    Every  professional  man  knows  that  the 
execution  in  favor  of  C.  must  first  be  satisfied.    C.  then 
sues  out  and  delivers  an  execution  to  the  sheriff  against  the 
lands,  but  before  a  sale  takes  place  A.  sues  out  execution 
against  the  lands  and  delivers  it  to  the  sheriff.  According 
to  the  words  of  the  act  C.  is  entitled  to  the  like  remedy  and 
in  like  manner  against  the  lands  as  against  the  goods,  but 
if  the  judgment  binds  the  lands,  A.  takes  the  like  remedy 
against  the  lands  and  in  like  manner  as  C.  had  against  the 
goods,  and  C.  goes  without  any  remedy  at  all  against  the 
lands.    Here  then  is  a  second  instance  at  variance  with  the 
words  of  the  act,  and  as  clearly  shews  as  the  first  that  lands 
are  not  subject  to  the  like  remedy  and  in  like  manner  as 
goods  and  chattels,  if  real  estates  are  bound  by  the  judg- 
ment.   Many  more  instances  might  be  selected,  but  I  have 
mentioned  these  two  as  being  of  the  most  ordinary  occur- 
rence, and  at  the  same  time  similar  in  principle  to  all  the 
others,  although  different  in  circumstances.    This  statute 
cannot  effect  the  prerogative  of  the  King,  who  by  the  com- 
mon law  always  had  a  right  to  an  extent  against  the  body, 
lands,  goods  and  debts  of  his  debtor ;  and  therefore  that  part 
of  the  act  relative  to  the  satisfaction  of  debts  due  the  crown 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  enquiry,  and  need  not 
be  examined.    It  appears  to  me  that  the  statute  West.  2nd 
is  in  force  in  this  province,  because  it  forms  a  part  of  the 
law  of  England  relative  to  property  and  civil  rights ;  and  I 
also  think  the  5  Geo.  II.  is  in  force  here  ipso  facto^  because 
Upper  Canada  is  one  of  the  British  American  Colonies,  in 
which  this  s.tatute  by  its  own  terms  is  to  operate.    There  is 
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another  reason  for  alleging  that  the  5  Geo.  II.  was  not  intro- 
duced into  this  province  as  part  of  the  law  of  England. 
The  14  Geo.  III.  ch.  83,  sec.  18,  expressly  declares  that  all 
acts  of  the  British  parliament  before  that  time,  concerning 
or  respecting  the  colonies  and  plantations  in  America, 
should  be  in  force  in  the  late  province  of  Quebec,  which 
then  comprised  Upper  Canada ;  and  the  31  Geo.  111.  ch.  31, 
sec.  33,  declares  that  all  laws  and  statutes  which  were  in 
force  in  the  province  of  Quebec  should  be  in  force  in  this 
province  till  altered  by  an  act  of  the  legislature.  The  5 
Geo.  IL  was  therefore  the  law  of  the  province  for  about 
eighteen  years  before  the  statute  West.  2nd  became  a  part 
of  the  laws  of  this  colony.  The  rules  of  human  action 
which  govern  the  members  of  civil  society  in  England  are 
called  the  law  of  England  ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  5  Geo. 
11.  is  no  more  a  part  of  that  law  than  any  act  of  the  British 
parliament  made  for  the  government  of  our  possessions  in 
Asia  or  Africa.  The  statutes  of  West.  2nd  and  5  Geo.  11. 
are  certainly  directed  lo  the  same  object — that  is,  to  compel 
the  payment  of  debts  ;  but  the  remedy  under  each  is  pecu- 
liar to  itself,  and  they  are  like  two  different  routes  leading 
to  the  same  point,  which  constantly  converge  but  never 
actually  meet  till  the  ultimate  termination  of  both.  The  5 
Geo.  II.  was  never  intended  to  have  any  operation  in  Eng- 
land or  where  the  statute  West.  2nd  was  designed  to  be  in 
force  ;  and  as  they  contain  distinct  remedies,  they  must 
necessarily  receive  distinct  constructions.  Upon  the  whole, 
I  think  the  words  of  the  5  Geo.  11.,  and  all  legal  inferences 
fairly  drawn  from  its  enactments,  clearly  prove  that  real 
estates  are  bound  by  the  delivery  of  the  writ  of fi.fa.  against 
ihem  to  the  sheriff,  precisely  like  goods  and  chattels,  and 
that  they  are  not  bound  by  the  judgment  under  that  act  for 
the  purpose  of  sale,  as  they  are  by  the  laws  of  England  for 
the  purposes  of  extent  under  the  statute  of  West.  2nd. 

1  will  now  endeavour  to  examine  the  second  point — Is  it 
necessary  to  procure  and  file  the  return  of  the  sheriff  on  the 
writ  of  fi.  fa.  against  the  goods,  when  nothing  is  seized  or 
levied  under  it,  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  a  fi.fa.  against  the 
lands?    This  question  must  in  a  great  measure  be  deter- 
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mined  by  the  construction  of  the  provincial  statute  43  Geo. 
III.  ch.  1,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  allow  time  for  the  sale  of 
lands  by  the  sheriff."  The  preamble  of  this  act  declares, 
"That  whereas  it  is  expedient  in  the  present  circumstances 
of  this  province  that  some  time  should  elapse  after.issuing 
process  of  execution  against  lands  and  tenements  before  the 
sheriff  proceeds  to  expose  the  same  to  sale."  And  then 
the  legislature  enacts,  that  from  and  after  the  end  of  the 
present  session  of  parliament  goods  and  chattels,  lands  and 
tenements,  shall  not  be  included  in  the  same  writ  of  execu- 
tion, nor  shall  any  such  process  issue  against  lands  and 
tenements  until  the  return  of  the  process  against  goods  and 
chattels.  A  professional  stranger  reading  this  act  might  be 
somewhat  sarprised  to  find  any  doubt  entertained  of  the 
meaning  and  intention  of  the  legislature  ;  but  erroneous 
practice,  in  my  opinion,  has  in  some  degree  rendered  these 
terms  obscure  to  practitioners,  which  in  truth  are  quite  clear. 
All  the  difficulty  arises  on  the  definition  of  the  word 
"  return"  used  in  the  act.  The  word  return,  in  all  legal 
treatises,  has  two  determinate  meanings  :  one  signifies  the 
time  or  day  on  which  a  writ  is  made  returnable,  the  other 
signifies  the  act  done  by  the  sheriff  in  obedience  to  the  writ, 
an  account  of  which  he  certifies  on  the  back  of  the  writ. 
The  adjuncts  accompanying  the  word  "return"  in  a  statute 
generally  shew  to  which  of  these  two  subjects  the  word 
relates.  Sir  W.  Blackstone,  in  giving  the  history  of  an 
action  at  law,  makes  the  following  remarks  '*  The  day 
on  which  the  defendant  is  ordered  to  appear  in  court,  and 
on  which  the  sheriff  is  to  bring  in  the  writ  and  report  how 
far  he  has  obeyed  it,  is  called  the  return  of  the  writ.^'' — 3 
Com.  275.  It  therefore  appears  that  the  return  of  the  writ, 
and  the  return  of  the  sheriff  endorsed  on  the  writ,  are 
altogether  different  subjects.  To  which  then  does  the  word 
return  used  in  the  act  relate  ?  In  the  present  instance  the 
word  "  return"  is  immediately  followed  in  the  statute  by 
the  words  "  of  the  process ;"  and  I  believe  the  expression 
which  is  so  frequently  found  in  the  books,  "  of  the  return 
of  the  writ  or  process,"  uniformly  means  the  day  on  which 
the  writ  or  process  is  made  returnable,  for  which  reason  I 
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conclude  it  was  used  in  the  same  sense  in  this  act.    I  now 
readily  come  to  this  conclusion,  because  if  the  word  "  re- 
turn" used  here  should  be  determined  to  signify  the  return 
or  certificate  of  the  sheriff  on  the  writ,  it  would  in  truth  be 
so  ambiguous  and  indeterminate  a«  in  all  cases  to  become 
useless,  as  the  sheriff  might  return  no  goods,  or  he  might 
return  that  the  writ  came  to  him  too  late  to  be  executed,  or 
that  he  had  seized  goods  which  remained  in  his  hands  for 
want  of  buyers.    Indeed,  the  sheriff  can  make  no  return 
which  can  be  of  any  utility  whatever  to  the  parlies,  for  if 
he  should  certify  that  he  had  fully  levied  the  amount  of  debt 
or  damages  from  the  goods,  then  no  writ  of  execution  could 
iissue  against  the  lands.    If  no  part  of  the  amount  be  made, 
then  no  return  of  the  sheriff  is  necessary,  because  the  first 
writ,  in  the  case  of  goods  and  chattels,  is  never  recited  in 
the  second,  nor  is  any  notice  taken  of  it  in  any  other  pro- 
ceeding when  nothing  has  been  levied  on  it.    If  a  part  of 
the  money  be  made,  then  indeed  the  first  writ  must  be 
recited  in  the  second,  and  then  the  sheriff  mu^t  make  a 
formal  return  on  the  first  writ  before  a  second  can  issue  for 
the  remainder.    If  the  5  Geo.  11.  had  enacted  that  no  execu- 
tion against  lands  should  issue  till  a  total  failure  of  goods, 
then  the  case  would  be  different;  but  such  an  idea  is  so 
clearly  against  the  provisions  of  that  act  as  to  preclude  a 
possibility  of  a  doubt,  and  I  shall  therefore  not  stop  to  make 
any  remarks  on  that  head.    In  my  opinion,  our  provincial 
parliament  made  the  43  Geo.  III.  for  the  express  purpose  of 
allowing  a  fixed  and  determinate  time  to  the  defendant  to 
settle  his  debt  before  any  execution  should  issue  against 
his  lands,  which  in  a  new  country  is  the  principal  support 
of  the  owner  and  his  family.    It  cannot  be  supposed,  how- 
ever, that  the  legislature  intended  to  give  a  fluctuating  and 
fortuitous  indulgence  to  the  defendant,  or  to  do  so  much 
injustice  to  the  plaintiff  as  to  place  him  in  a  perfect  state  of 
dependance  on  the  negligent  and  irregular  habits  of  persons 
holding  the  office  of  sheriff  in  this  province,  for  if  it  were 
so,  one  plaintiff,  by  the  utmost  exertion,  might  not  be  able 
to  obtain  an  execution  against  the  lands  in  six  months, 
while  another  might  procure  it  in  three  months,  according 
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to  what  sheriff  the  writ  of  fi.  fa.  might  happen  to  be 
directed. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  necessary  in 
any  case  to  procure  and  file  a  return  of  the  sheriff  on  a  writ 
of  fi,  fa.  against  the  goods,  when  nothing  is  either  seized 
or  levied  under  it.  To  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  a  fi.fa.  against 
the  lands  after  the  day  on  which  fi.fa.  against  the  goods 
is  made  returnable,  I  think  such  ineffectual  writ  need  not 
be  recited  in  the  writ  of  fi.  fa.  against  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments, and  that  it  need  not  be  noticed  in  any  other  proceed- 
ing in  the  action. 

Macaulay,  J. — It  may  be  unnecessary  for  the  decision 
of  this  case  to  enter  npon  the  general  questions  mooted  in 
the  argument — namely,  whether  lands  are  bound  in  any  of 
the  courts  of  the  province  from  the  entry  of  the  judgment, 
or  only  from  the  issue  of  the  execution  for  the  purpose  of 
sale,  under  5  Geo.  II.  ch.  7 — and  if  from  the  judgment, 
whether  they  are  liable  to  be  sold  under  process  of  execution 
issuing  out  of  the  district  court — and  if  so,  whether  in  those 
courts  bound  from  the  judgment,  or  execution  only. 

It  having  been  decided  that  judgments  did  not  bind  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  sale,  under  5  Geo.  II.,  such  perhaps  should 
be  taken  to  be  the  law  of  the  land,  until  revised  or  altered 
by  some  higher  authority.  Since,  however,  I  incline  to  the 
opinion  that  judgments  do  in  this  court  bind  lands  , under  5 
Geo.  II.,  I  will  state  my  views  upon  the  subject,  before  con- 
sidering the  minor  points  that  may  exclude  the  question — 
either  generally,  by  reason  of  the  former  decision,  or  spe- 
cially, for  reasons  peculiar  to  this  case.  In  the  case  of 
Gardner  v.  Gardner,  {a)  I  observed  that  since  the  law  of 
England  prevails  here,  this,  in  common  with  all  other  cases, 
should  be  examined  and  disposed  of  upon  the  principles 
of  that  system,  part  of  which  relates  of  course  to  the  doc- 
trine and  tenure  of  real  estate  :  and  since,  had  not  the  5 
Geo.  II.  c.  7  existed,  we  would  necessarily  recur  to  the  law 
of  England  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  and  remedies  under 
judgments  recovered  in  his  Majesty's  courts  of  record, 
whether  of  superior  or  inferior  jurisdiction ;  and  since  5 

(a)  Trinity  Term,  2  &  3  Will.  IV.  ~      ~  ' 
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Geo.  II.  c.  7,  must  be  regarded  as  engrafted  upon  that  sys- 
tem, and  as  superadding  to,  but  not  taking  away  from,  the 
effect  and  remedies  thereby  imparted,  I  shall  in  the  first 
instance  advert  to  the  rules  of  law  operating  in  England 
upon  these  heads.  As  5  Geo.  II.  ch.  7  relates  to  debts  due 
to  his  Majesty  and  any  of  his  subjects,  the  remedies  open 
to  the  crown,  as  well  as  individuals,  should  be  explored. 

It  is  said  in  Gilbert's  Exchequer,  88,  and  in  Gilbert  on 
Executions,  8,  that  all  debts  due  to  the  King,  bind  from 
the  time  the  same  are  contracted — for  that  debts  of  record 
always  bound  the  land,  and  that  debts  not  of  record  bound 
as  a  statute  staple  by  33  H.  VIII.  c.  39  :  that  all  lands 
being  held  mediately  or  immediately  of  the  King,  when 
any  debt  was  recorded  of  any  person,  it  laid  the  estate  as 
liable  to  such  debt  as  if  it  had  been  a  reservation  in  the 
first  patent ;  and  therefore,  as  the  King  could  seize  for  the 
non-payment  of  a  reserved  rent,  so  he  could  seize  the  land 
for  any  debt  wnth  which  the  land  was  charged — but  the 
lord  giving  out  any  tenure  for  knight  or  other  service,  could 
not  seize  for  the  non-performance  of  such  service,  as  they 
did  among  foreign  feudists,  because  the  King  had  an  inte- 
rest in  such  services ;  for  since  the  baron  was  to  come 
attended  with  so  many  knights,  the  King  had  an  interest  in 
the  vassal  who  attended  the  lord  that  was  to  attend  him  (a) ; 
wherefore,  lords  were  not  permitted  to  seize  the  feuds  of 
their  tenants,  but  to  distrain  them  for  the  services  reserved. 
In  the  same  manner,  if  the  debt  was  recovered  by  the  lord 
in  the  Court  Baron,  he  could  only  order  the  bailiff  to  levy 
that  debt  by  distress,  for  he  had  the  same  remedy  for  the 
debt  recovered  in  his  court  as  he  had  for  the  rent,  and 
therefore  the  King,  who  had  the  eminent  dominion,  could 
seize  for  the  non-performance  of  the  tenant,  as  the  lord  of 
the  feud  could  by  the  feudal  law.  So,  whenever  he  had 
charged  a  debt  on  his  tenant,  he  had  the  same  remedy  as 
on  an  original  reservation,  and  therefore  the  King,  having  a 
right  to  seize  for  the  reservation,  had  likewise  a  right  to 
seize  for  the  debt ;  but  the  lord,  having  no  more  than  a  right 
to  levy  on  the  goods,  and  not  a  right  to  seize  the  land  itself, 

(a)  Vide  2  Hallam's  History  of  the  Middle  Ages,  430. 
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the  debt  to  the  lord  did  not  bind  the  land  as  the  debt  to  the 
King  did,  which  subjected  the  land  to  a  seizure  from  the 
time  it  was  a  record.  The  feudal  principles  here  adverted 
to  will  be  found  explained  in  Gilbert's  Hist.  Com.  PI., 
Introduction ;  Gilbert's  Exchequer  Bar.  Ab.  Court  Baron ; 
and  the  nature  of  feudal  tenures  as  introduced  and  estab- 
lished by  the  Conqueror,  and  of  feudal  services  due  to  the 
King  and  the  barons  respectively,  should  be  remembered 
as  essential  to  a  thorough  understanding  of  what  has  been 
above  remarked. 

If  it  had  not  been  determined  that  a  record  would  have 
bound  the  land  as  firmly  as  if  it  had  been  in  the  feudal 
patent,  then  it  would  have  happened  that  the  subject,  by 
an  alienation  of  his  land,  might  have  defeated  the  King's 
execution,  which  must  frequently  happen,  since  the  King 
was  to  give  notice  before  he  could  seize  the  land  itself. — 
Gil.  Exon.  8.  Though  the  King  had  remedy  at  common 
law  against  the  lands  of  his  debtors,  yet  he  could  not  sell 
them.— 3  Sal.  286;  2  Inst.  18,  19;  Dyer,  224-5.  He  might 
proceed  by  levari  facias  or  extent,  to  obtain  the  profits,  &c., 
and  even  as  to  them  he  was  by  Magna  Charta,  9  H.  III.  c. 
8,  restrained  from  resorting  to  the  lands  until  the  goods 
were  exhausted.  We  shall  find  that  an  extension  of  the 
remedy  by  sale  was  not  supposed  to  be  separated  from  the 
lien,  but  to  be  superadded  to  and  affirmative  of  the  previous 
remedies  attended  by  such  lien.  Goods  were  at  common 
law  bound  by  the  teste  of  the  writ  as  well  on  a  levari  facias 
as  on  a  fieri  facias^  yet  the  latter  will  be  found,  if  not  to 
have  originated  in,  to  have  assumed  a  distinctive  character 
under  the  statute  13  Edw.  I.  st.  1,  ch.  18,  hereafter  noticed. 
It  appears  from  the  books,  that  debt  of  record  due  to  the 
crown  always  bound  the  lands  from  the  date  of  the  record. 
— Gil.  Ex.  88.  Also  upon  bonds  taken  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  33  H.  VIII.  ch.  39,  sec.  50,  being  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  statutes  staple  from  the  time  when  such  bonds  were 
entered  into. — West  on  Extents,  123.  Simple  contract 
debts  did  not  bind  the  lands  at  common  law  before  they 
were  recorded,  (Whitw.  34 ;  Tedd,  Pr.  1096) ;  nor  do  they 
now,  except  as  against  certain  public  officers  described  in 
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13  Eliz.  ch.  4,  sec.  2,^  and  known  public  receivers  and 
accountants,  whose  lands,  it  is  said,  were  always  bound 
from  the  time  their  debts  accrued. — West  on  Ext.  129  ;  8 
Rep.  171 ;  7  Rep.  21 ;  Bac.  Ab.  Exon.  K.  The  iiebts  of 
those  embraced  in  13  Eliz.  ch.  4,  being  therein  placed 
upon  the  footing  of  statutes  staple,  the  nature  of  these 
statutes  must  be  considered.  With  respect  to  all  simple 
contract  debts,  they  bind  lands  as  soon  as  recorded,  though 
not  previously.  They  are  ascertained  of  record,  under  a 
commission  and  inquisition. 

Upon  the  first  principles  of  the  common  law,  a  judgment 
of  record  would  bind  goods  in  all  cases  where  the  goods 
were  liable.^  as  well  as  lands  where  lands  were  liable. — 3 
Ea.  444 ;  7  Co.  38 ;  1  Co.  106.  The  effect  of  such  judg- 
ment being  to  charge  the  effects  with  the  debt  and  the  exe- 
cution related  to,  or  might  be  so  framed  as  to  relate  to  the 
entry  of  judgment  at  whatever  time  such  process  issued, 
provided  it  did  issue  within  the  year.  This  principle  after- 
wards received  modification,  upon  the  grounds  of  justice 
and  expediency,  by  being  restricted  in  construction  to  the 
teste  of  the  execution  instead  of  the  entry  of  the  debt  on 
record.  The  material  point  to  the  present  argument  is — 
upon  what  principle  and  for  what  reason  would  the  execu- 
tion relate  to  the  judgment,  if  not  restrained  in  construction 
of  law  to  the  teste  ?  For  that  principle,  whatever  it  be, 
establishes  that  the  judgment  would  operate  as  a  lien  in  the 
absence  of  any  restriction,  as  a  necessary  consequence  of 
the  relation  of  the  execution  to  its  entry,  and  when  ascer- 
tained, it  will  be  found  that,  though  abridged  as  respects 
the  goods,  it  remains  untouched  as  regards  the  lands.  The 
mode  of  levying  the  debt  on  the  debtor's  lands  was  by  a 
levari  facia (after  the  seizure  of  the  lands  under  the 
extent),  said  to  be  founded  upon  33  H.  VIII.  ch.  39,  by 
virtue  of  which  levari  the  sheriff  levied  the  rents  and  grow- 
ing profits,  and  until  13  Eliz,  ch.  4,  the  remedy  experienced 
no  extension  ;  indeed  until  25  Geo.  III.  ch.  35  facilitated  the 
proceedings,  it  was  not  usual  to  sell  the  land  itself  in  satis- 
faction.—Gil.  Exon.  7 ;  West,  3,  5,  221.  The  13  Eliz.  ch. 
4,  entitled,     An  act  to  make  the  lands,  tenements,  goods 
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and  chattels  of  tellers,  receivers  and  others  liable  to  the 
payment  of  their  debts,"  extended  the  remedy  as  to  certain 
public  officers  therein  named.  The  first  section  made  the 
land  of  any  of  those  officers  indebted  liable  for  such  debts, 
as  upon  writings  obligatory,  having  the  effect  of  a  statute 
staple.  The  second  section,  reciting  the  inadequacy  of  the 
recourse  against  the  yearly  value  only,  provided  for  the 
sale  under  certain  circumstances  of  the  lands  of  the  officers 
therein  mentioned,  which  sale  was  required  to  be  by  letters 
patent  under  the  great  seal.  The  27  Eliz.  ch.  3,  reciting 
that  doubts  existed  whether  lands  of  the  crown  debtors 
could  be  sold  under  the  former  act  after  the  death  of  the 
debtor,  enacted  that  they  might  be  sold  for  debts  known 
within  the'  lifetime  or  within  eight  years  after  the  death  of 
the  party ;  the  proceeding  to  be  by  sci.fa.  against  the  heir, 
who  might  upon  a  garnishment  shew  that  the  executors  had 
assets  sufficient  of  the  personalty,  in  default  whereof  the 
lands  were  to  be  sold  in  ten  months.  Bona  fide  sales  after 
the  death  of  the  ancestor  were  protected.  If  the  heir  was  a 
minor,  proceedings  were  suspended  till  he  attained  full  age, 
and  then  a  sale  of  the  lands  was  allowed  within  eight  years 
from  the  latter  period,  as  if  he  had  been  twenty-one  at  the 
death  of  the  ancestor.  Owing  to  the  inconvenience  of 
obtaining  letters  patent  to  sell,  the  practice  by  levari  con- 
tinued till  the  25  Geo.  III.  ch.  35,  authorised  such  sale  by 
the  Court  of  Exchequer,  upon  a  summary  application  of  the 
attorney-general  after  extent.  A  deed  enrolled  in  that 
court  was  to  be  made  by  his  Majesty's  remembrancer,  and 
to  be  valid  against  all  claims  except  by  title  paramount  to 
the  extent.  The  court  was  also  enabled  to  make  order  for 
the  production  of  title  deeds.  No  notice  is  taken  of  heirs 
during  minority,  and  it  nowhere  appears  that  the  enlarged 
privilege  of  sale  had  any  influence  upon  the  right  of  lien ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  the  only  inference  is  that  such  lien  was 
supposed  to  and  did  subsist,  as  well  with  respect  to  the 
remedy  by  sale  under  the  statute  as  of  the  remedy  by  levari 
facias  at  common  law. 

It  has  been  held  that  in  common  law  the  lands  were  not 
bound  by  a  judgment  in  favour  of  a  subject,  because  lands 
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were  not  liable  to  the  satisfaction  thereof.  The  King's 
remedy  was  at  one  time  abridged  by  Magna  Charta,  and 
afterwards  extended  by  33  H.  VIII.,  25  &  27  Eliz.,  and 
25  G.  III.,  all  which  acts  were  in  force  previous  to  our 
adoption  of  the  law  of  England  ;  and  the  authority  and 
jurisdiction  enjoyed  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer  there,  are 
imparted  to  this  court  in  matters  which  regard  the  King's 
revenue,  by  34  Geo.  III.  ch.  2. 

At  common  law  there  was  no  execution  which  gave  pos- 
session of  the  lands  of  a  debtor  to  the  subject— not  only 
because  the  debt  was  contracted  upon  the  personal  security 
of  the  subject,  but  also  that  the  lord  might  not  have  a 
stranger  put  upon  him ;  but  those  only  were  to  enjoy  the 
land  who  came  in  by  feudal  donation. — Gilb.  Exon.  32. 
The  only  satisfaction  was  against  the  goods  and  chattels 
by  fi.fa.y  or  against  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  land  by 
levari  facias^  of  which  more  will  be  said  hereafter. — Gilb, 
Exch.  115.  The  reason  why  lands  were  not  originally 
liable,  affords  no  argument  against  the  effect  of  a  judgment 
of  record  after  they  were  made  liable.  The  first  legislative 
amelioration  was  11  Ed.  I.  ch.  1  (A.D.  1283),  Stat,  de  Mer- 
catoribus,  reciting  that  merchants  were  greatly  impoverished, 
there  being  no  speedy  law  provided  for  them  to  have  reco- 
very of  their  debts  at  the  day  assigned  for  payment,  and 
authorizing  merchants  to  bring  their  debtors  before  the 
Mayor  of  London,  and  others  mentioned,  to  acknowledge 
the  debt  and  day  of  payment,  whose  recognizance  should 
be  entered  on  a  roll ;  a  bill  obligatory  was  also  required  to 
be  sealed  by  the  debtor  and  the  King's  seal — and  in  default 
of  payment,  the  Mayor,  &c.  shall  cause  the  moveables  to 
be  sold ;  if  no  buyers,  the  goods  to  be  delivered  to  the 
creditor  upon  appraisement ;  if  no  moveables,  the  body 
shall  be  taken.  No  recourse  is  given  against  lands.  Next 
came  the  13  Ed.  I.  st.  1,  ch.  18,  "  where  a  debt  is  recovered 
or  acknowledged  in  the  King^s  Court ^  or  damages  aivar'ded, 
it  shall  be  from  henceforth  in  the  election  of  him  that  sueth 
for  such  debt  or  damages  to  have  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.  unto  the 
sheriff,' to  levy  the  debt  off  the  lands  and  goods,  or  that  the 
sheriff  shall  deliver  to  him  all  the  chattels  of  the  debtor 
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(saving  only  his  oxen  and  beasts  of  the  plough),  and  the 
one-half  of  his  land,  until  the  debt  be  levied  upon  a  reason- 
able price  or  extent."    Then  followed  13  Ed.  I.  st.  1,  eh.  45, 
giving  stability  and  effect  to  records,  and  authorising  a  fi. 
fa.  to  revive  judgments,  &c.  after  the  year.    Next,  13  Ed. 
St..  3,  eh.  1  (1285),  of  nnerchants,  provides  for  acknowledging 
statutes  staple,  and  authorises  a  capias^  and  after  a  quarter 
of  a  year,  chattels  may  be  seized  and  delivered  to  the  cre- 
ditor— during  the  succeeding  quarter,  the  creditor  may 
realize  the  debt  out  of  the  goods,  and  the  debtor  may  sell 
his  lands  for  the  discharge  of  his  debts,  which  shall  be 
good  and  efiectual ;  but  if  he  do  not  agree  within  another 
quarter,  all,  the  lands  and  goods  of  the  debtor  shall  be  de- 
livered unto  the  creditor,  by  a  reasonable  extent,  to  hold 
until  the  debt  be  levied,  the  body  remaining  in  prison ;  if 
non  est  inv.  be  returned,  the  creditor  shall  have  a  writ  to 
all  sheriffs  where  the  debtor  shall  have  land,  who  shall- 
deliver  to  the  creditor  all  the  goods  and  lands  by  a  reason- 
able extent.    After  extent,  the  debtor  may  sell  his  land,  so 
as  the  creditor   have  no  damage  of  the  approvements. 
Where  lands  be  delivered,  the  creditor  shall  have  seizin  of 
all  the  lands  that  were  in  the  hands  of  the  debtor  the  day 
of  the  recognizance  made,  into  whatsoever  hands  they  may 
come.    If  the  debtor  die,  the  creditor  shall  have  his  lands 
descended  to  the  heir,  if  he  be  of  age,  or  when  he  shall  be 
of  full  age.    Then  follows  27  Ed.  III.  st.  2,  c.  9,  Stat.  Staple^ 
authorising  remedy  against  the  body,  goods  and  lands,  of 
which  execution  is  to  be  made  in  manner  as  it  is  contained 
in  the  statute  Merchant :  "  So  that  he  to  whom  the  debt  is 
due  shall  have  estate  of  freehold  in  the  lands  and  tenements 
which  shall  be  delivered  to  him  by  virtue  of  the  process," 
&c.    The  debtor  to  have  no  advantage  of  the  quarter  of  a 
year,  as  in  the  former  act.    The  time  for  which  the  lands 
are  bound  under  this  act  is  not  expressed,  and  is  to  be 
determined  by  implication  and  general  legal  principles. 
It  enacts  that  "  a  writ  shall  be  sent  to  seize  the  lands  and 
tenements,  goods  and  chattels,  and  the  writ  shall  be  returned 
in  the  Chancery,  with  the  certificate  of  the  value  of  the  said 
lands  and  tenements,  and  thereon  due  execution  shall  be 
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made  from  day  to  day,  in  manner  as  is  contained  in  the 
Stat.  Merchant."— Firfe  4  Cruise,  120;  2  Cruise,  53,  4,  5. 

The  23  H.  VIII.  ch.  6,  makes  further  provision,  and  pre- 
scribes a  form.  It  extends  the  privilege  of  taking  such 
recognizances  to  all  people. — Gilb.  Exon.  14,  30.  Goods 
were  not  bound  by  the  judgment,  because  the  judgment 
was  in  force  for  a  whole  year,  and  it  would  be  hard  that 
none  against  whom  judgment  was  pronounced  should  buy 
or  sell  for  that  year,  and  the  goods  being  bound  from  the 
teste  of  the  execution,  its  operation  was  by  29  Ch.  II.  ch. 
2,  sec.  3,  altered  to  the  time  of  actual  delivery  to  the  sheriff, 
which  was  in  fact  only  restoring  the  old  law,  that  supposed 
the  writ  to  be  delivered  immediately.  The  stat.  West.  2, 
ch.  18,  did  not  alter  the  law  in  relation  to  goods,  because 
it  does  not  extend  the  remedy  ;  but  it  gives  remedy  as  to 
lands,  and  therefore  the  words  of  the  statute  are  construed 
to  extend  the  remedy  as  to  the  land  to  the  time  of  the 
judgment. — 2  Inst.  394.  It  gives  election  immediately  as 
soon  as  the  judgment  is  recovered  in  the  Court  of  the  King, 
and  therefore  the  land  is  immediately  bound  from  the  time 
of  such  recovery ;  and  there  is  no  inconvenience  that  the 
judgment  in  a  private  cause  should  bind  the  lands  from  the 
time  of  the  judgment,  as  it  did  before  in  the  King's  debt, 
since  they  might  search  the  records  of  the  King's  Courts  for 
the  one  as  well  as  the  other. — Gilb.  Exon.  38.  Trust 
estates  were  not  liable  upon  a  judgment  against  the  cestui 
qui  trust  till  29  Ch.  II.  ch.  3,  which  rendered  liable  all  such 
estates  at  the  time  of  execution  sued,  wherefore  the  judg- 
ment did  not  bind  them. — Com.  Rep.  226.  It  cannot  be 
inferred  from  C.  B.  Gilbert's  writings,  taken  together,  that 
he  conceived  the  lands  were  bound,  merely  because  the 
plaintiff  had  an  election,  and  such,  in  my  humble  opinion — 
though  it  may  be  one — is  not  the  only  one,  or  principal 
reason.  A  better  reason  is  found  quoted  above,  from  page 
38  of  Gilbert  on  Execution.  If  the  lien  only  operates 
awaiting  plaintiff's  election,  goods  would  be  equally 
affected,  and  the  election  being  made,  would  determine  it, 
yet  it  has  been  decided  that  goods  are  not  affected — that 
after  electing  other  executions  he  may  resort  to  the  elegit, 
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or  he  may  delay  for  years  and  then  proceed, — Com.  Dig. 
Exon.  H. ;  Com.  Dig.  Process.  E.  ;  West  on  Extents*, 
123-9.  There  is  no  process  to  compel  him  to  elect.  An 
action  on  the  judgment  does  not  waive  the  lien,  or  he  may 
proceed  after  the  death  of  the  party.  If  an  elegit  comes 
upon  a  statute,  and  another  upon  a  judgment  at  the  same 
lime,  the  sheriff  must  execute  the  one  upon  the  judgment 
first,  being  upon  record  ;  and  after  an  elegit  executed  upon 
a  judgment  it  may  be  superseded  by  a  subsequent  elegit 
upon  a  prior  judgment.— 1  Salk.  80  ;  3  B.  &  P.  327  ;  Hob. 
196.  In  cases  of  voucher  upon  a  warranty  or  upon  a  war- 
rantia  chartce  (I  will  not  stop  to  define  the  nature  of  those 
proceedings),  lands  are  bound  or  made  liable  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  as  they  w^ere  at  common  law,  as 
against  the  heir  sued  upon  his  ancestor's  obligation^  and  it 
w^as  at  one  time  contended  that  the  stat.  West.  2,  ch.  18, 
had  the  like  extended  effect. — Gilb.  Exon.  38.  It  is  worthy 
of  diligent  observation,  that  the  lands  of  the  vouchee  shall 
be  liable  to  the  warranty  that  the  voucher  hath  at  the  time 
of  the  vouch,  for  that  the  voucher  is  in  lieu  of  an  action  ; 
and  in  a  warrantia  chartoe  the  land  which  the  defendant 
hath  at  the  time  of  the  writ  bought,  shall  be  liable  to 
the  warranty. — Co.  Lit.  102,  b,  289,  b.  Upon  a  judgment 
in  debt  the  plaintiff  shall  not  have  execution,,  but  only  of 
that  land  which  defendant  had  at  the  time  of  the  judgment, 
for  that  the  action  was  brought  in  respect  of  the  person  and 
not  in  respect  of  the  land,  but  otherwise,  if  bringing  an 
action  against  the  heir,  he  alieneth,  being  brought  against 
him  in  respect  of  the  land.— Ftde  1  Vent.  ^0  ;  3  Ea.  432, 
444;  7  Co.  38;  6  Co.  78  ;  1  Co.  106;  4  B.  &  C.  414;  Cro. 
Jac.  449;  Poph.  132. 

Two  distinct  points  should  be  kept  in  view.  One 
relates  to  the  responsibility  of  lands  to  the  debt  of  a  King 
or  a  subject,  at  common  law  or  by  statute.  The  other 
respects  the  effect  of  a  recorded  judgment  for  such  debt  as 
a  lien  operating  upon  such  lands  as  (at  common  law  or  by 
statute)  were  liable  to  satisfy  the  same,  whether  by  extent, 
elegit  or  sale.  These  having  been  imperfectly  considered, 
the  method  used  in  enforcing  such  liability  and  lien  are 
next  to  be  regarded. 
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Ancient  executions  sht)uld  be  distinguished  as  they  were 
in  the  King's  Courts  or  in  the  Courts  of  Inferior  Lords.  In 
the  former  the  money  itself  might  be  levied  upon  the  party 
against  whom  judgment  was  given.    In  the  latter,  distresses 
only  could  be  levied — a  pain  to  force  obedience  to  the 
lords'  commands.    The  origin  and  history  of  distresses  may 
be  found  in  Gilbert's  excellent  treatise  on  that  subject.  In 
the  King's  Courts  the  goods  were  not  taken  as  a  mere  pain. 
In  these  courts  the  property  was  altered — not  so  in  the  Lords' 
Court.    In  the  King's  Court,  between  party  and  parly,  the 
execution  was  only  upon  goods,  but  in  the  King's  case 
execution  could  issue  as  well  against  lands.    The  debtor 
was,  as  in  the  case  of  a  subject,  considered  merely  bound 
in  person;  but  as  a  feudatory,  who  held  mediately  or  imme 
diately  of  the  King,  he  was  thence  to  satisfy  what  he  owed 
the  King — they  first  tried  twice  (it  is  said)  to  levy  on  his 
personal  estate  before  they  seized  the  lands.    For  a  subject 
there  was  at  common  law  only  a  lev.  fa.  and  a  Ji.  fa.  The 
capias  and  elegit  came  in  by  statute.    The  former  were  at 
first  used  indistinctly,  as  tantamount  to  one  and  the  same 
thing;  eventually  they  obtained  a  definite  distinction.  The 
levari  was  in  the  courts  below,  under  which  levy  was  made, 
and  afterwards  a  sale  by  prescription,  but  formerly  by  the 
King's  original  writ  (not  judicial  or  issuing  from  any  record) 
de  executioneJudiciioY  fi.  fa.  executionem.    The  levari  in  courts 
above  was  either  upon  a  recognizance  or  on  the  King's  pro- 
cess.   In  the  King's  case  the  first  process  was  an  haberi 
against  the  goods,  resort  to  the  lands  being  by  Magna 
Charta  restrained  till  the  goods  were  exhausted,  then  a 
levari  followed,  extending  the  profits  of  the  lands  as  well  as 
goods ;  thirdly,  the  lands  were  extended.    The  f.fa.  related 
not  to  the  profits  of  the  lands,  but  merely  to  the  goods.  So 
when  the  goods  were  aimed  at,  a  fi.  fa.  issued  ;  when  the 
emblements,  a  levari  was  the  process.    The  stat.  West  2, 
ch.  18,  giving  the  elegit,  has  pinned  down  the  difference, 
and  made  the  fi.  fa.  a  specific  writ  of  execution.  The 
levari  remains  for  the  recognizance,  notwithstanding  the 
statute.    Bearing  in  mind  that  by  13  Edw.  I,  ch.  18,  an 
elegit  against  lands  was  authorised,  and  by  the  statutes 
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Merchant  and  Staple  other  process  of  execution,  the  one 
against  a  moiety  the  other  against  the  whole,  it  is  laid  down 
that  the  levari  was  the  most  ancient  judicial  process,  and 
now  continues  only  in  three  cases :  1st.  In  the  County  or 
Manor  Courts  ;  2nd.  Under  recognizances  in  Chancery,  as 
upon  the  statutes  Merchant  or  Staple  ;  3rd.  Against  the 
heir  on  the  lands  of  his  ancestor  by  descent. — Gilb.  Ex.  27. 

The  levari  out  of  Chancery  was  an  original  writ.  West. 
2,  eh.  18,  broke  the  executions  into  a  Ji.fa.  and  elegit,  both 
judicial  writs  being  grounded  upon  the  judgment.  Upon 
judgment  of  record  the  Ji.  fa.  was  against  goods,  &c. — 
elegit  to  extend  the  goods  and  a  moiety  of  the  lands. 
Goods  are  only  bound  from  the  teste  of  the  extent  or  other 
execution,  whether  at'  the  suit  of  the  crown  or  a  subject, 
and  as  to  bona  fide  purchasers  only  from  the  time  of  actual 
delivery  of  the  writ  to  the  sheriff.  A  lease  (that  is  a  term 
for  years),  though  it  may  be  extended  for  the  King's  debt 
or  upon  an  elegit,  or  sold  at  the  suit  of  the  King  or  a  subject 
as  chattels,  is  bound  only  as  a  chattel  and  not  by  the  judg- 
ment. Under  West.  2,  ch.  18,  one-half  only  of  lands  can 
be  extended,  but  where  of  little  value,  equity  may  decree 
a  sale  thereof.— Tidd,  Pr.  1075,  1079  ;  8  Co.  171 ;  2  Atk. 
610;  Amb.  17;  Hob.  195-6;  2  Saund.  7;  2  Inst.  394. 

If  the  King's  debt  be  subsequent  to  the  subject's  by  statute 
Staple  or  Judgment,  and  the  King  extend  the  land  first,  the 
subject  shall  not  by  any  after  extent  take  the  land  out  of  his 
hands;  but  if  such  judgment  be  extended,  and  the  subject 
has  possession  delivered  to  him  by  a  liberato^  he  shall  hold, 
but  not  if  the  King's  extent  came  before  possession,  because 
the  King's  debt  is  in  the  nature  of  a  feudal  charge,  which 
if  it  comes  on  the  lands  before  the  property  of  them  is 
altered,  it  seizes  them  as  it  might  have  done  for  the  original 
service. — Hard.  23,  27.  Between  subject  and  subject,  a 
prior  judgment  shall  supersede  an  elegit  execution  under  a 
subsequent  one.  I  do  not  find  any  case  deciding  whether 
a  lease,  being  extended  by  elegit,  may  be  sold  as  a  chattel 
by  a  creditor,  subject  to  the  lien  created  by  the  elegit. 
Such  being  the  law  of  England,  the  next  object  is  the  appli- 
cation of  those  principles  to  this  colony.    At  present  we 
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enjoy  the  law  of  England,  and  lands  are  held  in  free  and 
common  soccage,  subject  to  the  innovation  occasioned  by 
6  Geo.  II.,  which,  by  appeal  in  the  last  resort,  has  been 
decided  to  have  force  of  law  here.  That  statute  includes 
both  King  and  subject,  but  it  does  not  enlarge  the  remedy 
against  lands,  except  as  respects  debts,  duties  and  demands 
owing  to  his  Majesty  or  some  of  his  subjects. — Dyer, 26.  An 
alien  might  extend  lands  upon  a  statute  Merchant  or  statute 
Staple,  and,  I  should  suppose,  was  equally  entitled  to  an 
elegit  under  a  judgment,  but  he  could  not  sell  lands  under 
5  Geo.  II.  unless  so  circumstanced  as  to  be  regarded  as  and 
emit  led  to  the  privilege  of  a  subject  within  the  act.  So  a 
judgment  might  be  recovered  by  a  subject  for  causes  of 
action  not  forming  any  debt,  duly  or  demand  owing  by  the 
defendant  to  the  plaintiff"  at  the  time  of  action  brought, 
though  perhaps  liable  to  be  so  regarded  after  judgment,  or 
to  be  so  made  by'  action  founded  on  the  judgment  itself. 
When  the  English  law  was  introduced  here,  the  5  Geo.  II. 
may  be  supposed  to  have  prevailed  or  to  have  come  into 
simultaneous  operation.  Being  concurrently  in  force,  the 
one  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  superadding  to  the  other; 
but  with  the  English  law  in  general  we  embraced  the  law 
of  real  property,  and  of  judgments  and  executions,  and  it 
is,  1  believe,  not  doubted  thai  by  virtue  of  our  first  provin- 
cial act  a  judgment  entered  binds  lands,  as  between  the 
parlies,  from  the  first  day  of  term,  and  as  respects  pur- 
chasers, from  the  dale  of  entry  and  docket;  and  I  take 
judicial  notice  that  in  this  court  a  docket  is  kept.  The 
difficulty  arises  in  determining  the  extent  to  which  they  are 
bound.  It  would  seem  apparent  that  real  estates  are  bound 
and  liable  in  the  same  way  and  to  the  same  extent  as  in 
England.  They  are  also  liable  to  a  further  extent.  I  see 
no  objection  to  a  party  pursuing  either  remedy,  at  election. 
The  5  Geo,  II.  is  affirmative,  and  does  not  necessarily  alter 
the  previous  law — it  superadds;  but  it  has  so  far  a  negative 
effect,  that  the  remedy  it  affords  must  be  pursued  as  therein 
prescribed.  If  the  creditor  proceeds  by  elegit,  or  against 
the  heir  on  a  specialty,  well  and  good,  but  he  does  so 
liable  to  the  rights  of  others  under  5  Geo.  II.    In  pursuing 
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this  course  in  England,  he  could  in  no  case  sell,  but 
merely  extend  the  land,  after  which  another  creditor 
might  take  the  reversionary  interest  under  5  Geo.  II. 
The  priority  of  judgment  would  hold  between  all  parties 
acting  under  the  law  of  England  ;  and  such  priority  mi^ht 
in  all  cases  be  sustained  justly  until  an  actual  sale  took 
place — in  which  event,  whether  upon  the  older  or  junior 
judgment,  the  property  being  changed  absolutely  and 
treated  as  a  chattel,  no  other  creditor  could  afterwards 
interfere,  of  whatever  date  his  lien  might  have  been,  any 
more  than  he  could  exiend  a  lease,  which  he  at  one  period 
might  have  done,  after  it  had  been  sold  in  execntion.  The 
same  view  extends  to  him  ;  a  simple  contract  creditor  might 
dispose  of  the  lands  at  any  time  before  a  specialty  creditor 
obtained  an  actual  lien  in  law  upon  them  as  against  pur- 
chasers, and  the  heir  might  protect  himself  by  plea  in  the 
first  instance,  or  puis  darrien  continuance,  as  the  case 
might  require.  The  only  question  would  always  be  to 
determine  who  had  the  preference  in  point  of  actual  lien, 
and  right  to  execution  ;  and  in  general  a  broad  rule  might 
be  laid  down  and  applied.  But  if  creditors  had  not  both 
remedies,  that  authorised  by  5  Geo.  II.  must  prevail.  Ad- 
mitting them  to  be  concurrent — as  I  incline  to  think  they 
are — it  follows  that  for  elegit  the  judgment  binds  as  ia 
England  ;  and  that  as  against  the  heir,  he  is  personally 
responsible  in  case  of  alienation  before  suit,  and  that  the 
lands  descended  are  bound  upon  judgment  against  him  or 
his  ancestor.  If  so,  it  seems  to  me  to  follow  that  they  nre 
equally  bound  under  5  Geo.  II.  Conceding  for  a  moment 
that  by  West.  2,  c.  18,  lands  are  bound  by  reason  of  plain- 
tiff's right  to  elect  execution — being  so  bound  when  he 
comes  to  elect,  he  may  elect  a  fi.  fa.  to  sell,  a  moiety  at 
least — but  the  5  Geo.  II.  gives,  instead  of  taking  away  any 
election ;  it  leaves  the  usual  legal  remedies  untouched^ 
which  necessarily  afforded  a  right  of  election.  But  I  do 
not  think  that  West.  2,  c.  18,  operated  as  an  immediate 
lien  for  that  reason,  but  because  a  debt  was  recorded,  for 
which  a  moiety  of  the  lan^  was  made  liable.  The  land 
became  liable  and  attendant  upon  this  judgment  from  tba^t 
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time,  just  as  in  the  King's  case.  Statutes  Staple,  &c.  also 
bound  lands  ;  they  were  passed  subsequently  to  the  other, 
and  expressly  declare  the  relation  of  the  lien,  manifesting 
the  opinion  and  intention  of  the  legislature  in  both  cases; 
and  they  are  not  held  of  equal  solemnity  with  judgments  of 
record,  which  latter  shall  be  preferred  by  the  sheriff  upon 
concurrent  executions. — Hard.  26  ;  Hob.  196  ;  2  Inst.  394. 

The  King's  debts  bound  lands,  as  explained  by  the  law 
of  England — the  whole  were  bound — and  if  so,  why  might 
not  the  King  elect  to  sell  by  a  vend,  exponas^  as  well  as  to 
extend  them  for  the  profits.  Indeed,  in  1732,  lands  might 
be  sold  in  England  for  crown  debts  ;  and  since  the  25  Geo. 
III.  facilitated  the  remedy,  I  do  not  find  that  lands  are  less 
bound  for  the  purposes  of  sale  than  they  were  originally  for 
an  extent  or  levari.  The  origin  of  the  lien  was  the  same, 
and  continued^ — the  remedy  was  enlarged.  So  as  to  subject 
and  subject,  the  origin  of  the  lien  is  not  affected — but  the 
remedy  is  extended.  The  King's  name  was  properly  in- 
troduced into  5  Geo.  II.  because  the  English  law  might  not 
prevail  in  all  the  plantations ;  and  before  25  G.  III.  facility 
was  required  where  it  obtained.  It  is  said  the  5  Geo.  II. 
makes  lands,  chattels,  quoad  debt.  I  do  not  think  so.  It 
places  all  real  estate  upon  the  footing  of  personal  estate, 
as  to  sale  and  process  of  execution.  The  legal  character 
of  real  estate  in  any  colony,  as  a  matter  of  property,  must 
depend  upon  the  local  laws  upon  that  subject,  independent 
of  5  Geo.  II.,  and  a  perusal  of  the  first  part  of  the  clause 
will  shew  that  the  lien  and  liablity  was  one  thing,  and  the 
means  of  enforcing  them  another.  It  says,  all  lands  and 
real  estate,  &c.  shall  be  Uable  to,  and  chargeable  with — the 
first  word  is  imperative,  the  second  contingent ;  the  first 
says  that  they  shall  be  liable,  the  second  that  they  shall  be 
chargeable  ;  not  that  they  being  liable  they  shall  therefore 
be  charged  :  otherwise  it  might  be  contended  that,  as  in 
the  King's  case,  in  some  instances  lands  became  bound  by 
the  very  contracting  of  the  debt,  and  the  King  and  subject 
being  united  in  the  act,  certainly  affords  to  the  latter  the 
most  beneficial  construction.  The  extent  to  which  lands 
are  liable  and  chargeable,  in  spite  of  the  owner,  becomes 
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more  important  in  cases  of  alienation  by  heirs  or  devisees, 
before  action  brought  or  recovered,  when  it  is  rendered 
questionable  whether  they  can  be  followed  in  the  hands  of 
bona  fide  purchasers,  and  if  not,  whether  recourse  remains 
to  the  credi  tor  by  simple  contract  against  the  parly  alienating. 

Being  at  any  rate  liable,  ihey  are  also  chargeable  with 
all  just  debts,  and  the  question  is — when  do  they  become 
charged  ?  The  stat.  29  Car.  II.  ch.  3,  requiring  the  date  of 
entry  to  be  noted  in  judgments,  expressly  speaks  of  lands 
to  be  charged  thereby.  The  word  charged,  as  used  here, 
means  bound.  Plowden  speaks  as  if  the  land  was  not 
charged  by  a  recognizance,  &c.,  but  chargeable  only.  It 
was  so  in  the  sense  in  Avhich  he  spoke;  but  he  says  it  was 
bound  and  chargeable  at  election,  and  I  see  no  reason  why 
a  similar  election  should  not  accrue  under  5  Geo.  II. — 6 
Co.  79  ;  Plow.  72  ;  10  Co.  50  ;  Cro.  El.  552  ;  Hob.  45. 

But,  to  admit  the  case  noted  to  the  full  extent,  the  5  Geo. 
II.  made  the  lands  liable  and  chargeable — if  they  were 
liable,  i.e.  liable  to  be  charged — of  course  it  was  in  law, 
though  not  expressed  in  the  election  of  the  creditor,  to 
charge  them  or  not ;  and  if  he  had  an  election,  the  argu- 
ments drawn  from  C.  B.  Gilbert's  observations  respecting 
West.  2,  ch.  18,  would  appJy  in  favour  of  a  judgment  bind- 
ing the  lands  that  were  liable,  in  order  that  the  creditor 
might  make  election.  The  other  reason  also  prevails  with 
full  force.  Under  5  Geo.  II.  they  become  immediately 
liable  to  be  charged.  Although  the  land  may  not  be 
charged  by  a  judgment,  yet  it  is  made  liable,  and  being 
liable,  becomes  debtor  upon  entry  of  judgment. — Amb.  469. 

The  5  Geo.  II.  does  not  merely  declare  that  lands  shall 
be  liable  to  be  sold  as  personalty,  but  that  they  shall  be 
liable  to  all  debts  chargeable  therewith,  and  liable  to  like 
process  as  chattels  for  sale.  A  double  liability  is  expressly 
mentioned — 1st.  A  liability  for  the  debts;  2nd.  A  liability 
to  be  sold  by  a  peculiar  process.  The  29  Car.  II.  ch.  — , 
sec.  10,  renders  trust  estates  descended  assets,  and  declares 
that  the  heir  shall  be  liable  to  and  chargeable  with  the 
obligation  of  his  ancestor,  for  and  by  reason  of  such  assets, 
as  fully  and  amply  as  if  an  ordinary  fee  simple  had 
escended. 
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In  other  colonies  judgments  bind  lands — as  Barbadoes. 
In  Si.  Vincent,  by  a  local  act.  In  Dominica  they  are  bound 
by  execution,  but  lands  are  liable  to  be  sold  upon  the  war- 
rant of  a  judge  of  the  Common  Pleas,  for  satisfaction  of 
small  debts  decided  in  a  summary  way  by  an  act  of  11 
Geo.  III.  In  Tobago  it  is  implied,  though  it  is  also  implied 
that  lands,  trust  estates  at  least,  are  only  tangible  through 
the  heir.  In  Montserrat  judgments  bind  by  local  law.  In 
Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and  other  colonies,  the  lien 
arises  by  implication,  from  the  local  legislature  adopting 
in  detail  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  29  Car.  II.  ch.  3,  and  enact- 
ing that,  as  to  purchasers,  lands  should  only  be  bound  from 
the  actual  date  of  the  entry.  The  same  act  is  adopted  here 
in  general  terms;  and  all  the  English  acts  on  the  subject  of 
judgments  and  executions,  &c.  as  a  lien,  must  be  construed 
as  if  expressly  repeated  and  enacted  by  our  legislature  with 
a  knowledge  that  5  Geo.  II.  was  in  force  and  made  lands 
saleable;  in  other  words,  as  if  5  Geo.  II.  had  been  included 
with  them.  This  consideration  seems  to  me  to  settle  the 
question.  When  we  adopted  29  Car.  II.  ch.  3,  lands  were 
not  only  liable  to  be  extended,  but  sold.  The  circumstance 
that  a  subsisting  judgment  attaches  as  a  lien  upon  after 
acquired  lands,  strengthens  my  view  of  the  subject.  In 
real  actions  at  common  law,  the  lands  were  bound  in  some 
cases  from  the  suing  out  of  the  original  writ,  in  others  from 
judgment,  and  the  judgment  subsisted  a  year,  within  which 
execution  might  go,  which  execution  would  relate  to  the 
judgment.  The  same  principle  applies  to  a  judgment  in 
debt,  when  the  land  is  liable— made  debtor  by  law.— -Ros- 
coe,  341 ;  3  P.  W.  170;  2  Bur.  711,  123. 

The  right  of  immediate  election  being  postponed  by  our 
statute,  and  the  exhaustion  of  the  goods  being  made  prece- 
dent, strengthens  all  the  arguments  in  favour  of  a  present 
lien,  for  if  not,  as  said  in  Gilb.  Exon.  8,  as  to  the  King — 
pending  the  proceedings  against  goods — the  lands  would 
always  be  sold  by  a  fraudulent  debtor,  and  though  sold  in 
fraud  of  the  creditor  by  him,  might  be  bona  fide  purchased 
by  another  not  bound  to  search  for  judgments.  The  omis- 
sion of  a  registry  in  the  Register  Act  proves  nothing,  because 
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if  bound  a»  to  an  elegit,  there  would  still  have  been  the 
same  reason&for  registry  here  as  in  England.  The  Forfeited 
Estate  Act,  59  Geo.  HI.  ch,  12,  sec.  7,  recognizes  judgments 
and  recognizances  as  binding  upon  lands — a  recognizance 
of  bail  is  supposed  to  have  such  effect.  Judgments  have 
priority  also  in  course  of  administration  in  each  of  the  fore- 
going instances,  because  they  are  records.  A  judgment  in 
general  terms  is  equivalent  to  a  recognizance  in  special 
terms — that  is,  that  the  debt  shall  be  levied  of  the  goods 
and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements  of  the  debtor,  and  the 
judgment  should  be  regarded  as  if  so  expressed.  When  so 
expressed,  the  common  law  decides  that  goods  are  not 
bound  except  from  the  teste  of  the  execution,  but  that  lands 
are  bound  from  the  entry  of  the  judgment,  subject  to  certain 
exceptions  since  introduced  in  favour  of  purchasers. 

In  my  view,  touching  the  construction,  distribution  and 
effect  of  5  Geo.  11.,  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  critically 
the  latter  clause,  authorising  the  sale  of  lands,  as  compared 
with  the  first  or  with  the  English  acts.  They  are  made 
saleable  by  the  like  remedy,  proceeding  and  process,  and 
in  like  manner  as  good — that  is,  they  are  liable  to  be  seized, 
extended  and  sold  in  like  manner  as  goods  are.  The 
remedy  consists  in  a  creditor  having  recourse  against  the 
goods  by  distress  or  sale,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  pro- 
ceeding consists  of  the  steps,  judicial  or  oth^erwise,  by  which 
such  remedy  is  pursued,  and  the  process  is  the  writ,  war- 
rant or  other  legal  authority  by  which  such  remedy  is  under 
the  proper  proceedings  ultimately  enforced.  The  remedy, 
process  and  proceedings  against  lands  is  assimilated  to 
those  against  goods,  but  they  have  no  inseparable  or  other 
connection  and  relation,  and  when  lands  are  to  be  sold,  &c. 
in  like  manner  as  goods,  the  whole  clause  together  shews 
that  in  like  manner,  or  by  the  like  remedy,  proceeding  and 
process  by  which  goods  are  seized,  extended,  sold,  &c.,  so 
in  the  same  manner  may  lands  be  seized,  extended  or  sold. 
If  goods  can  only  be  seized,  lands  can  only  be  seized ;  if 
they  can  be  merely  extended,  so  of  lands ;  if  liable  to  be 
sold,  so  are  lands  also;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  if  goods 
are  only  bound  from  the  teste  of  the  writ,  so  only  are  lands, 
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as  being  subject  in  like  manner.  The  lien  depends  upon 
the  previous  clause,  the  latter  clause  relates  only  to  the 
seizing,  selling  or  extending;  if  they  are  blended,  it  is  cal- 
culated to  lead  to  fallacy  ;  if  kept  separate  and  distinct,  as 
they  ought  to  be,  the  lien  will  be  found  to  be  one  thing,  and 
the  remedy,  proceeding  and  process  of  sale  another  thing. 

I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  statutes  29  Ch.  II.  ch.  3  &  4,  and  5  W.  &  M.  ch.  20, 
a  judgment  in  this  court  binds  lands  in  this  province  for 
the  purposes  of  sale,  under  5  Geo.  II.  ch.  7,  or  of  an  elegit, 
under  West.  2,  ch.  18,  to  the  same  extent  as  a  judgment  in 
the  King's  Bench  in  England  binds  lands  for  the  purposes 
of  extent,  under  the  last  mentioned  statute.  1  am  not, 
however,  to  be  understood  as  intimating  that  the  former 
decision  of  this  court  to  the  contrary,  should  be  overruled, 
unless  by  a  court  of  appeal. 

The  effect  of  district  court  judgments  is  next  to  be  con- 
sidered. These  courts,  like  many  inferior  courts  in  Eng- 
land, are  courts  of  record,  being  so  declared  in  express 
terms  by  the  statute  2  Geo.  IV.  ch.  2  ;  their  judgments  are 
records,  and  they  may  issue  execution  thereon.  They  are 
also  not  only  courts  of  record,  but  his  Majesty's  courts. 
This  court,  as  far  as  its  jurisdiction  extends,  answers  to 
his  Majesty's  superior  courts  of  record  at  Westminster. 
The  district  courts  resemble  inferior  courts  of  record, 
which  are  also  King's  courts.  They  can  only  issue  exe- 
cution within  the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction — though  it  has 
been  held  that  their  judgments  are  removable  into  this 
court  by  certiorari^  under  19  Geo.  III.  ch.  70,  sec.  4,  that 
executions  may  thereon  issue,  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
judgments  obtained  in  this  court.  Whatever  process  of 
execution  it  may  be  competent  to  inferior  courts  of  record 
to  issue  in  England,  it  has  never  been  doubted  but  that  it 
is  competent,  as  it  ever  has  been  the  universal  practice  for 
the  district  courts  here  to  issue  writs  of  Ji.  fa.^  at  least  for 
the  sale  of  goods,  precisely  as  in  this  court. — 2  Vern.  89  ; 
Freem.  C  O.  103.  And  it  is  clear,  that  as  ^a  court  of  re- 
cord, its  judgments  are  entitled  to  priority  as  such  in  course 
of  administration,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  4  &  5  W.  &  M. 
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ch.  20,  sec.  3,  in  favour  of  the  administration,  which  statute, 
however,  only  extends  to  the  superior  courts.  The  stat. 
West.  2,  ch.  IS,  grants  elegit  when  a  debt  is  recovered  or 
acknowledged  in  the  king's  court.  The  district  courts  are 
doubtless  king's  courts — but  should  that  statute  be  restricted 
to  his  Majesty's  superior  courts,  still  5  Geo.  II.  ch.  7,  em- 
phatically enacts  in  general  terms,  that  the  lands  in  the 
plantations,  belonging  to  any  one  indebted,  shall  be  liable 
to  and  chargeable  with  all  debts  owing  to  his  Majesty,  or 
any  of  his  subjects,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  reme- 
dies, proceeding  and  process,  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity 
in  any  of  the  said  plantations,  for  seizing,  extending  or 
selling  the  same,  towards  the  satisfaction  of  such  debts,  &c. 
in  like  manner  as  personal  estates  therein  are  seized,  ex- 
tended, sold  or  disposed  of,  for  the  satisfaction  of  debts. 
Taking  the  whole  together,  it  seems  impossible  to  say  that 
lands  may  not  be  sold  under  district  court  process,  founded 
upon  a  judgment  therein.  If  so,  the  effect  of  such  judg- 
ments as  a  lien  are  next  to  be  considered.  From  what  has 
been  said,  it  seems  to  me  to  follow  that  such  judgments 
inter  partes  bind  the  lands  precisely  as  judgments  in  this 
court  do,  without  regard  to  the  statutes  in  favour  of  pur- 
chasers— that  is,  from  the  time  to  which  they  relate  in  law, 
sometimes  important — as  where,  after  the  death  of  a  defen- 
dant, a  relation  to  the  time  he  was  living  becomes  material. 
Then,  as  respects  purchasers,  the  29  Car.  II.  ch.  3,  sees. 
14  &  15,  provides  that  any  judge  or  officer  of  any  of  his 
Majesty's  courts  at  Westminster,  that  shall  sign  any  judg- 
ment, shall  set  down  the  day  of  the  month  and  year  upon 
the  record  which  he  shall  sign,  to  be  entered  also  in  the 
margin  of  the  roll  of  the  record  when  such  judgment  shall 
be  entered  ;  and  that  such  judgments,  as  against  purchasers 
bona  fide  for  valuable  consideration  of  lands,  &c.  to  be 
charged  thereby,  shall  be  judgments  only  from  such  time, 
and  shall  not  relate  to  the  first  day  of  term  ;  sec.  16  enacts 
that  writ  of  j^.  fa,  shall  bind  goods  from  the  delivery  of 
the  writ  to  the  sheriff  only.  This  act  obviously  contem- 
plates, in  sees.  14  &  15  at  least,  the  superior  courts.  The 
4  &  5  W.  &  M.  ch.  20,  recites  damages  to  purchasers,  &c. 
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by  judgments  entered  tipon  record  in  his  Majesty's  courts  at 
Westminster,  from  the  difficulty  of  finding  such  judgments, 
and  requires  judgments  in  those  courts  to  be  docketed^  and. 
no  judgment  not  docketed  shall  affect  lands  as  to  purcha- 
sers, or  have  precedence  in  administration.  This  act  is 
also  confined  to  the  superior  courts  at  Westminster;  and  it 
is  said,  that  though  by  reason  thereof  judgments  are  placed 
upon  the  footing  of  simple  contract  debts  unless  docketed, 
yet  that  executors  or  administrators  must  still  notice  judg- 
ments in  inferior  courts  of  record,  not  docketed.— 6  T.  R. 
387;  1  B.  &  P.  307  ;  11  Vin.  Ab.  294;  3  P.  W.  117  ;  Toll. 
Exors.  269  Office  Exors.  139. 

If  lands  are  bound  by  judgment,  by  virtue  of  5  Geo.  II. 
ch.  7 — that  is,  if  they  would  be  regarded  as  so  bound,  sup- 
posing that  no  recourse  to  an  elegit  existed,  and  I  think  in 
this  province,  under  the  laws  of  England,  they  would  be  so 
bound  in  this  court — then  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  of 
Charles,  and  William  &  Mary,  must  be  applied  to  such 
judgments  in  this  court. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  lands  are  extendable  under 
an  elegit,  by  virtue  of  the  Stat.  West.  2,  ch.  18,  in  such 
inferior  courts,  but  rather  think  they  should  be  regarded 
exclusively  under  5  Geo.  ch.  7  ;  but  if  West.  2  extends  to 
them  as  well  as  5  Geo.  II. — indeed  in  either  case — I  am  dis- 
posed to  think,  taking  all  together,  that  as  respects  bona 
fide  purchasers  for  value  without  notice,  the  judgments  in 
those  courts  do  not  bind  the  lands  until  execution  be  issued 
against  the  same  and  be  delivered  to  the  sheriff,  in  analogy 
to  like  process  against  goods,  because  they  have  no  dockets 
that  we  are  aware  of — and  if  they  had,  the  stat.  Charles, 
and  William  &  Mary,  do  not  extend  to  them — and  it  seems 
unreasonable  that  a  judgment  of  the  superior  court  should 
require  additional  solemnities  to  affect  purchasers,  and  that 
less  would  suffice  in  an  inferior  jurisdiction.  At  all  events, 
in  the  present  case  the  sale  by  the  sheriff  cannot  on  the  evi- 
dence defeat  the  sale  to  the  lessor  of  plaintiff,  for  the  writ 
of  execution  does  not  bear  relation  to  the  judgment,  and  if 
on  the  face  of  it  it  has  no  retrospective  reference,  it  will  not 
operate  to  authorise  or  direct  a  sale  at  any  time  antecedently 
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to  the  teste.  Then  again,  could  a  docket  be  supplied,  I  am 
disposed  to  think  the  proof  of  it  should  come  from  the  defen- 
dant, for  without  it  the  judgment  per  se  would  not  bind  as 
against  a  bona  fide  purchaser;  and  although  in  1  B.  &  P. 
307,  the  omission  of  it  was  replied  to  a  plea  of  judgment 
recovered  by  an  executor. — 16  Ves.  J.  425.  The  principle 
of  this  demise  and  the  case  in  6  T.  R.  384,  seems  to  argue 
that  the  proof  of  docket  must  be  added  to  the  judgment, 
when  without  such  docket  the  operation  of  the  judgment  is 
restrained. 

Per  Cur. — Postea  to  the  plaintiff. 


Doe  ex  dem.  Jones  v.  Capreol. 

A  court  of  law  has  power  fo  set  aside  a  deed,  where  a  jury  finds  that  actual 
fraud  has  been  practised  in  obtaining  it,  and  although  meie  inadequacy  of  price 
is  no  ground  for  impeaching  a  conveyance,  yet,  when  taken  in  connection 
with  the  mental  imbecility  of  the  party  executing  it,  it  goes  strongly  to  prove 
fraud. 

Ejectment  for  lots  numbers  21,  22,  23  and  24,  in  the  third 
concession  south  of  Dundas-street,  in  the  Township  of 
Toronto.  The  King's  letters  patent,  dated  23rd  July,  1833, 
to  the  lessor  of  plaintiff,  were  admitted,  and  there  the  plain- 
tiff rested  his  case.  On  the  defence  two  deeds  from  the 
lessor  of  plaintiff  to  the  defendant  were  produced,  dated 
12th  May,  1834,  one  for  the  premises  in  question,  the  other 
for  270  acres  of  land  in  the  Township  of  Tossorontio.  The 
consideration  of  the  first  deed  was  stated  therein  to  be  50/., 
and  20/.  was  stated  to  be  the  full  consideration  for  the  other. 
Law,  one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  to  these  deeds,  stated 
that  he  drew  these  deeds  upon  the  instructions  of  the  defen- 
dant— the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  was  not  present — defendant 
told  witness  he  had  paid  50/.  mto  the  bank  for  Jones,  and 
wished  witness  to  draw  the  deeds  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Defendant  came  about  five  in  the  evening  for  the  deeds — 
they  were  ready — and  the  witness  accompanied  defendant 
to  the  Ship  tavern,  where  Jones  resided — they  found  Jones 
in  bed.  Turner,  the  landlord,  shewed  them  up  to  his  room, 
but  objected  to  be  a  witness  to  the  transaction  ;  the  defen- 
dant went  out  and  fetched  Keating.  Jones's  servant  was 
in  the  room,  but  left  it  when  they  went  in.    Turner  is  sup- 
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posed  to  be  drowned.  He  told  Law  he  would  not  witness 
the  transaction,  that  Jones  was  selling  his  land  too  low. 
The  witness  knew  of  no  consideration,  except  that  paid  to 
the  bank ;  he  had  seen  Jones  sometimes  sober,  sometimes 
otherwise,  but  never  in  a  situation  unfit  for  business ;  Jones 
was  not  drunk  when  witness  saw  him  in  company  with 
defendant — he  was  in  bed,  in  anticipation  of  an  attack  of 
gout.  In  about  fifteen  minutes  defendant  returned  with 
Keating,  and  the  deeds  were  executed.  Jones  died  after- 
wards. He  did  not  see  Jones  sign  any  receipt,  but  heard 
him  acknowledge  a  receipt  which  he  had  signed  on  a 
separate  paper  before  the  deeds  were  executed;  he  was 
certain  Jones  knew  what  he  was  about  when  he  signed 
those  deeds.  During  defendant's  absence,  witness  con- 
versed with  him  about  it;  Jones  spoke  of  money  which 
defendant  was  to  pay  him  through  his  wife  in  England ; 
that  he  (Jones)'  was  going  to  England,  and  thought  he 
should  receive  the  money  there.  Witness  thought  that  if 
the  money  said  to  be  in  England  were  forthcoming,  it  was 
double  the  worth  of  the  land;  he  thought  the  transaction 
fair  and  bona  fide ;  he  was  at  the  house  about  four  hours 
after  the  deeds  were  executed;  Jones's  servant  came  down 
for  some  brandy,  and  said  he  had  taken  up  brandy  to  him 
twice — about  three  half-pints.  A  paper  was  produced 
signed  by  Capreol,  the  defendant,  undertaking  to  forfeit 
1000/.  if  he  did  not  furnish  Jones  next  day  with  a  transfer 
of  stock  ;  defendant's  wife  is  about  twenty  years  old,  and 
the  stock  purported  to  be  hers.  Witness  understood  Jones 
wanted  money  to  take  him  to  England,  and  when  there  he 
would  have  these  funds.  Keating,  the  other  subscribing 
witness,  states  he  thought  Jones  sober,  and  in  a  state  to 
transact  business  when  the  deeds  were  executed  ;  he  was 
in  bed,  stated  that  he  had  been  poorly,  but  was  then  better; 
no  money  was  paid  in  witness's  presence ;  a  paper  was 
read,  and  some  talk  of  money  to  be  paid  next  day ;  defen- 
dant afterwards  told  him  he  was  sure  he  could  hold  the 
property,  and  asked  witness  whether  Jones  was  not  sober. 
John  Francis  was  called  to  prove  an  agreement  between 
Jones  and  defendant  two  days  before,  for  the  sale  of  this 
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land.  Jones  came  to  witness's  house  on  Saturday  with 
defendant;  he  was  sober  and  knew  what  he  did.  Witness 
heard  defendant  was  to  give  50/.  and  the  third  of  some  pro- 
perty in  England.  Jones  signed  the  agreement  at  witness's 
house  ;  he  remained  there  till  the  next  day ;  it  was  about 
twenty  rods  distance  from  Turners,  where  Jones  lived  ; 
the  agreement  was  signed  in  a  bed-room;  Jones  complained 
of  rheumatism.  Witness  heard  there  was  brandy  up  stairs 
with  him,  but  did  not  see  him  after  he  signed  the  agreement 
before  he  went;  defendant  and  his  wife  were  with  Jones 
during  the  evening. 

To  rebut  this  evidence,  and  impeach  the  deeds  produced, 
the  plaintiff's  counsel  called  several  witnesses  to  shew 
that  the  deeds  were  fraudulently  obtained  by  the  defen- 
dant when  the  lessor  of  the  plaintift'  was  incompetent  to 
execute  them,  either  from  intoxication  or  from  unsoundness 
of  mind,  produced  by  a  long  continued  habit  of  gross  in- 
temperance, to  which  he  afterwards,  and  very  shortly,  fell 
a  victim.  It  appeared  that  the  defendant,  immediately  on 
having  the  deeds  executed,  hurried  up,  accompanied  by 
Law,  to  get  possession ;  that  on  the  day  following  the  ob- 
taining the  deeds,  he  was  asked  by  a  neighbour  who  called 
(not  knowing  of  the  sale),  w^hat  he  had  paid  per  acre — to 
which  he  answered,  perhaps  five  or  six,  perhaps  fourteen, 
perhaps  twenty-one  dollars  an  acre — he  could  not  tell ;  that 
defendant  stated  he  had  taken  Jones  to  his  own  house  to 
keep  him  sober,  in  order  to  make  a  bargain  with  him,  and 
had  given  him  one  glass  of  brandy  and  water,  but  forgot 
to  take  away  the  bottle  in  the  evening — and  by  morning 
Jones  had  drank  the  whole  ;  that  there  seemed  to  be  some 
disturbance  after  the  deeds  were  executed,  and  he  thought 
it  better  to  take  immediate  possession  ;  that  his  deed  was 
registered,  and  he  would  stand  a  suit.  The  medical  atten- 
dant of  Jones  proved  that  he  attended  him  about  the  period 
in  question  ;  he  was  in  a  very  debilitated  state  from  hard 
drinking — had  delirium  tremens — was  sleepless — and  had 
been  under  the  influence  of  liquor  for  a  long  time  ;  this 
was  on  the  13th  May  1834,  the  day  after  the  deed  was  exe- 
cuted ;  on  that  day  his  intellects  were  decidedly  weakened 
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• — SO  much  so  as  in  the  witness's  opinion  to  render  him  in- 
capable of  exercising  a  somid  judgment ;  there  could  be  no 
mistake  in  the  disease,  nor  had  the  witness  any  doubt  but 
that  Jones  had  been  drinking  hard  for  some  days  before. 
On  the  13th  May  he  was  not  in  a  state  of  mind  to  transact 
business — though  he  might  have  been  made  to  understand 
the  object  of  a  deed  to  convey  land — but  he  could  not  have 
dictated  a  will ;  witness  could  not  say  whether  his  memory 
was  impaired— his  judgment  certainly  was  ;  delirium  is 
sometimes  brought  on  by  a  sudden  cessation  of  drinking  in 
a  hard  liver — or  drinking  hard  on  the  previous  evening 
might  have  occasioned  it — but  he  could  not  positively  say 
what  state  he  was  in  the  night  before,  nor  safely  infer  it ; 
on  the  13th  he  was  not  at  all  intoxicated,  but  suffered 
greatly.  Jones's  servant  proved  the  general  intemperance 
of  his  habits ;  that  defendant  got  Jones  away  from  his 
boarding-house  to  defendant's,  on  the  Saturday ;  witness 
did  not  know  his  master  was  to  be  away  for  the  night ;  he 
went  to  fetch  him  on  Sunday  about  one  o'clock,  found  him 
beastly  drunk ;  saw  the  empty  botde  ;  brought  him  home 
in  the  evening ;  on  the  following  day  defendant  and  Law 
came  to  the  Ship  tavern  ;  Jones  had  been  in  bed  all  that 
day ;  defendant  ordered  witness  out  of  the  rooms — he 
went,  leaving  Law  and  defendant  with  him  ;  Turner,  the 
landlord,  went  up  and  came  down  again  shortly  ;  witness 
went  up  after  defendant  and  Law  had  left ;  Jones  burst  out 
crying,  saying  he  had  fooled  his  land  away  ;  said  he  had 
received  50/.,  and  what  he  had  sold  the  land  for  was  to 
come  on  Mrs.  CapreoPs  father's  death  ;  Jones  had  some 
weak  wine  and  water  that  evening,  and  nothing  else.  An 
instrument  signed  by  defendant  and  his  wife  was  then  pro- 
duced, and  proved  ;  the  attorney  who  produced  it  received 
his  instructions  from  defendant,  who  was  accompanied  by 
Law  ;  they  were  in  a  hurry  for  it,  stating  that  Jones  was 
going  to  England  immediately ;  defendant  said  he  had  pur- 
chased Jones's  land,  and  the  deeds  were  gone  to  be  regis- 
tered, and  that  he  had  given  full  value.  The  purport  of 
this  instrument  was,  that  defendant,  in  right  of  his  wife, 
was  possessed  of  an  interest  in  the  funds  in  England,  in  the 
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following  manner  :  that  his  wife,  as  one  of  three  daughters 
of  John  French  Slyring,  was  jointly  with  her  sisters  entitled 
to  receive  2,184/.  three  per  cent,  consols,  npon  the  death  of 
their  father,  under  the  will  of  one  John  French,  deceased  ; 
but  no  documents  of  any  description  M^ere  produced  to  the 
attorney  to  enable  him  to  draw  this  assignment — it  all  rested 
on  defendant's  assertion.  It  appeared,  however,  by  the  evi- 
dence of  Mrs.  CapreoPs  father,  that  such  an  interest  did 
exist,  but  he  (the  father)  was  then  only  43  years  of  age — 
and  Mrs.  Capreol  was,  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  in  her  nine- 
teenth year.  The  father  said  that  this  stock  had  been  be- 
queathed to  trustees,  who  paid  him  the  interest  during  his 
life,  and  at  his  death  the  principal  was  to  be  divided 
among  such  of  his  daughters  as  were  then  living:  so  that 
if  Mrs.  Capreol  died  before  him,  her  share  would  go  to  the 
other  sisters — or  if  she  survived,  and  the  other  sisters  died 
in  the  father's  life,  she  would  take  the  whole.  It  further 
appeared  that  this  50/.,  said  to  be  paid  by  defendant  to 
Jones,  was  paid  into  the  bank  in  satisfaction  of  a  protested 
bill  of  Jones's.  The  land  was  differently  valued  by  diffe- 
rent witnesses — by  some  at  41.  per  acre,  by  others  at  much 
less.  A  medium  estimate,  founded  on  the  whole  evidence, 
would  make  it  worth  600/.  or  700/.  Many  remarks  of  de- 
fendant were  proved,  tending  to  shew  that  he  thought  he 
had  got  the  advantage  and  would  keep  it,  without  seeking 
to  justify  the  fairness  of  his  conduct  in  the  transaction. 
When  this  instrument  was  offered  to  Jones,  on  the  day 
following  the  execution  of  the  deeds  by  defendant,  Jones, 
under  the  advice  of  Turner,  did  not  accept  it.  Defendant 
swore  he  did  not  care  a  pin  for  Jones,  the  thing  was  done, 
and  went  off,  leaving  it ;  Turner  took  it,  and  gave  it  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Draper,  the  plaintiff's  counsel,  on  con- 
sulting him.  Other  witnesses,  who  saw  Jones  on  the  12th, 
thought  him  incapable  of  transacting  business.  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, an  attorney,  in  whose  hands  Jones  had  lodged  a  note 
for  collection,  was  called  upon  by  defendant  on  the  12th  of 
May  for  it.  It  was  a  note  for  50/.  given  for  timber  cut  on 
this  land.  Defendant  told  Mr.  Taylor  that  Jones  was  sel- 
ling his  land,  and  the  purchaser  was  to  have  the  note.  Mr. 
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Taylor  asked  who  was  the  purchaser — he  replied,  no  matter; 
got  the  note  and  gave  a  receipt  for  it.  Afterwards,  he  tried 
to  get  Mr.  Taylor  to  accept  the  assignment  of  the  interest 
in  the  funds,  as  Jones's  attorney.  Mr,  Taylor  refused, 
saying  there  was  nothing  to  prove  the  truth  of  it — it  might 
be  a  fabrication — and  he  did  not  think  it  any  good  consi- 
deration for  Jones's  land.  Defendant  said  he  did  not  care, 
he  had  registered  his  deed,  and  would  keep  the  land. 
Defendant  had  in  other  conversations  given  parties  to 
understand  that  the  funded  property  would  be  available  to 
Jones  immediately  on  his  arriving  in  England.  Some  evi- 
dence was  afterwards  called  for  defendant,  to  prove  Jones 
in  a  state  capable  of  transacting  business.  The  Chief  Jus- 
tice, who  tried  the  cause,  charged  the  jury  that  before  they 
could  set  aside  the  deeds  advanced  by  the  defendant  they 
must  be  convinced  either  that  Jones  was,  at  the  time  of 
executing  them,  absolutely  incapable  from  unsoundness  of 
mind  of  doing  the  act  imputed  to  him,  or  that,  although  he 
might  not  be  absolutely  non  compos  mentis^  in  the  general 
sense,  yet  that  being  of  weak  intellect,  from  intoxication  or 
disease,  the  defendant  artfully  practised  upon  him,  and 
seeing  his  infirmity  of  mind,  inveigled  him  into  a  catching 
bargain.  That  mere  inadequacy  of  price  was  not  a  ground 
for  setting  aside  a  deed  at  law,  but  that  in  cases  of  this 
kind  it  might  form  an  important  feature,  as  being  evidence 
of  fraudulent  imposition,  and  tending  to  strengthen  the 
opinion  that  the  seller  was  incapable  of  contracting;  but 
that  where  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  vendor's  capacity, 
then  inadequate  consideration  became  immaterial,  unless 
indeed  as  combined  with  circumstances  of  actual  position, 
fraud  in  the  purchaser,  in  the  representation  of  something 
false  or  the  suppression  of  a  material  fact.  That  he  (the 
Chief  Justice)  saw  no  misrepresentation  by  the  defendant ; 
that  Jones  seemed  to  have  relied  on  his  mere  statements  as 
to  the  money  in  the  funds,  and  that  those  statements  were 
not  shewn  to  have  been  otherwise  than  true  ;  that  it  was, 
to  be  sure,  a  most  important  circumstance  that  Mrs.  Capreol 
was  not  of  age  when  she  signed  the  transfer  of  stock, 
(which  Mr.  Jones,  when  it  was  tendered  to  him  on  the  13th 


DOE  EX  DEM.   JONES  V.  CAPREOL. 


233 


of  May,  refused  to  receive),  but  that  there  was  no  proof  of 
any  intended  deception  in  this  respect ;  no  question  had 
been  asked  or  any  statement  made  on  that  point,  and  it 
was  perhaps  too  much  to  hold  that  the  defendant  must 
necessarily  have  been  aware  of  the  legal  consequence  of 
his  wife  being  a  minor,  and  must  have  intended  to  conceal 
the  truth  in  that  respect ;  that  all  rested  upon  the  mental 
capacity  of  the  party  at  the  time  to  contract,  and  upon  the 
conclusion  which  they  might  come  to  as  to  the  fraudulent 
imposition  of  a  bad  bargain  upon  him,  when  he  was  not  in 
a  stale  capable  of  protecting  his  interests.  The  jury,  after 
an  hour's  deliberation,  found  for  the  plaintiff;  and  in 
Michaelmas  term  last  Sullivan  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  set 
aside  the  verdict  and  grant  a  new  trial,  on  the  grounds  of 
misdirection,  that  the  verdict  was  against  law  and  evidence, 
and  the  discovery  of  new  evidence  since  the  trial.  In 
Hilary  term  the  case  was  argued  at  length  by  the  Solicitor 
General  for  the  plaintiff  and  Sullivan  for  the  defendant,  and 
now  judgment  was  given. 

Robinson,  C.  J.,  (after  stating  the  case). — I  cannot  say 
that  I  see  any  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  verdict, 
either  in  regard  to  the  law  or  facts  of  the  case,  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  rule  should  be  discharged. 

In  the  first  place,  as  regards  the  conclusion  which  the 
jury  came  to  upon  the  question  of  incapacity :  Upon  the 
direction  which  they  received  they  found  their  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff ;  they  did  not  state,  and  they  were  not  called 
upon  to  state,  whether  they  did  so  upon  the  conviction  that 
Jones,  when  he  executed  the  deeds,  was  absolutely  non 
compos  mentis^  or  upon  the  conviction  that  not  being  abso- 
lutely and  to  the  full  extent  non  compos  mentis^  but  of  weak 
and  disordered  understanding,  from  intoxication  or  disease, 
the  defendant  had  fraudulently  practised  upon  his  weak- 
ness, and  imposed  a  bad  bargain  upon  him  knowingly, 
taking  advantage  of  his  mental  imbecility.  We  cannot 
infer  upon  what  conviction  their  verdict  proceeded.  It  is 
known  only  to  themselves.  If,  however,  they  had  declared 
that  upon  the  evidence  they  considered  Mr.  Jones  to  be 
absolutely  of  unsound  mind,  in  the  proper  legal  sense  of  the 
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term  when  he  executed  the  deeds,  1  should  not  have  con- 
sented to  set  aside  their  verdict  as  against  evidence.  There 
is  much  in  the  evidence,  I  think,  to  warrant  that  conclusion. 
A  highly  respectable  physician,  who  was  called  in  to  attend 
Mr.  Jones  on  the  13th  May,  (the  day  after  the  deeds  were 
signed),  stated  that  he  found  him  in  a  most  deplorable  con- 
dition, suffering  the  horrors  of  delirium  tremens;  that  he 
was  in  a  very  debilitated  state,  from  hard  drinking,  had  not 
slept,  and  had  been  under  the  influence  of  liquor  for  a  long 
time  ;  that  he  found  his  habits  so  abandoned  he  could  do 
nothing  for  his  relief;  that  his  intellects  were  at  that  time 
decidedly  and  materially  weakened,  so  that  he  was  not 
capable  of  exercising  a  sound  judgment,  though  he  was  not 
then  intoxicated.  And  besides,  independently  of  the  state 
to  which  his  mind  had  been  brought  by  the  effect  of  his 
long  continued  habits  of  intemperance,  the  juiy  may  have 
entertained  strong  suspicions  that  he  was  actually  intoxi- 
cated at  the  time  that  the  agreement  was  obtained  from  him. 
A  witness  swore  that  he  was  otherwise,  but  in  the  atten- 
dant circumstances,  and  from  the  whole  complexion  of  the 
case,  there  was  so  much  room  for  suspicion,  that  I  should 
not  wonder  if  the  jury  were  not  convinced  that  his  account 
might  be  relied  upon. 

It  was  much  insisted  on  in  the  argument,  that  Jones  being 
non  compos  mentis  was  altogether  disproved,  by  its  appear- 
ing that  he  knew  afterwards  what  he  had  done,  and  so  far 
recollected  the  particulars  of  the  sale  that  he  spoke  of  them 
to  others,  regretting  his  folly.  That  argument  is  not  con- 
clusive with  me.  To  be  without  intention  or  conscious- 
ness, or  recollection,  is  not  the  common  characteristic  of 
insanity — it  belongs  rather  to  the  state  of  the  merest  idiocy. 
Many  persons  have  been  acquitted  of  murder  'and  other 
crimes  on  the  ground  of  insanity,  when  it  was  evident 
they  had  long  meditated  the  act  committed  by  them;  that 
they  shewed  much  cunning  in  availing  themselves  of  an 
opportunity  to  commit  it,  and  that  they  were  afterwards 
fully  conscious  of  what  they  had  done,  and  even  exulted 
in  it.  Their  insanity  is,  in  such  cases,  inferred  from  other 
circumstances ;  from  their  general  conduct ;  from  the  evi- 
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dence  which  they  have  given  of  being  impelled  or  misled 
by  some  mental  delusion,  and  sometimes  by  the  utter  ab- 
surdity of  the  motives  assigned  by  them.  To  prove  them 
insane,  it  is  not  necessary  to  shew  that  they  were  uncon- 
scious at  the  time  of  the  act  committed  by  them,  and  retain 
no  recollection  of  it  afterwards.  I  mean  by  these  observa- 
tions to  intimate  that  if  the  jury  had  expressly  grounded 
their  verdict  on  a  belief  of  Mr.  Jones's  absolute  incapacity^ 
I  should  not  have  then  inclined  to  disturb  their  verdict. 
Upon  this  point  I  refer  to  what  is  said  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor in  Bates  v.  Graves. — 2  Ves.  J.  289.  In  a  case  like 
the  present,  when  the  verdict,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  in 
accordance  with  justice,  the  verdict  of  the  jury  should  not 
be  overruled  but  upon  the  clearest  grounds.  We  should 
be  satisfied  that  they  have  come  to  a  wrong  conclusion  be- 
fore we  give  a  party  another  opportunity  of  supporting  a 
claim  to  property  under  deeds  acquired  as  these  were.  And 
that  the  jury  would  clearly  have  come  to  a  wrong  conclu- 
sion in  holding  Mr.  Jones  non  compos  mentis  at  the  time  of 
these  transactions,  I  mean  when  the  agreement  was  made 
or  the  deeds  signed,  is  more  than  I  can  take  upon  me  to  say  ; 
and  if  I  leaned  to  the  opposite  opinion,  I  would  still  not  be 
induced  to  interfere  with  their  verdict. 

But  it  is  very  possible,  and  I  think  it  probable,  that  the 
jury  may  have  founded  their  verdict  not  upon  the  conviction 
of  Jones'  absolute  incapacity — but  rather  upon  the  convic- 
tion that  his  mind  was  unsound  to  a  great  degree,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  intemperate  habits,  and  that  his  weakness 
had  been  fraudulently  practised  upon. 

I  have  stated  what  direction  I  gave  the  jury  upon  this 
point ;  and  the  principal  doubt  with  the  court  has  been, 
whether  they  were  in  that  respect  misled  by  the  opinion 
formed  and  expressed  by  me  at  the  trial.  It  has  been  con- 
tended by  the  defendant  that  if  Mr.  Jones,  when  he  execu- 
ted the  deeds,  was  aware  what  he  was  doing,  he  is  neces- 
sarily bound  in  a  court  of  law  ;  that  no  mental  imbecility 
short  of  absolute  incapacity  can  avail  as  a  defence  ;  and 
that  although  the  practising  upon  a  mind  weakened  by  in- 
temperance or  disease,  and  the  obtaining  a  bargain  mani- 
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festly  unequal  under  such  circumstances,  may  be  morally 
indefensible,  still  there  can  be  no  relief  but  in  equity. 

The  doubts  which  the  court  have  entertained  upon  this 
point  have  led  to  very  frequent  discussions,  and  an  attentive 
examination  of  the  question  ;  but  I  believe  I  may  say  that 
there  is  now  no  difference  of  opinion  among  us  upon  this 
very  important  part  of  the  case.  It  did  not  appear  to  me 
at  the  trial  to  admit  of  doubt,  that  courts  of  common  law 
had  a  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  fraud  sufficiently  extensive 
to  protect  persons  of  unsound  mind — though  they  might  not 
be  absolutely  and  to  all  intents  insane — from  being  ruined 
by  the  artifices  of  individuals  aware  of  their  imbecility  and 
willing  dishonestly  to  take  advantage  of  it,  by  inveigling 
them  into  catching  bargains.  What  belongs  exclusively  ta 
courts  of  law,  and  what  to  courts  of  equity,  in  cases  of  this 
description,  is  an  interesting  and  important  enquiry ;  and 
indeed  the  enquiry  is  not  a  little  embarrassed  by  the  appa- 
rent contradictory  language  upon  this  subject  in  some  of 
the  numerous  cases — but  1  have  not  seen  anything  in  the 
decisions  to  occasion  difficulty  or  doubt ;  and  I  think  it 
clear,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  law  does  extend  as 
far  as  the  jury  were  told  it  extended  in  this  case.  One  of 
the  most  important  objects  of  the  law  is  to  protect  persons 
from  suffering  in  their  property,  either  in  consequence  of 
mental  incapacity  or  fraudulent  imposition,  or  the  exercise 
of  an  undue  or  improper  influence,  which  other  persons  may 
possess  over  them  from  various  causes.  The  law  of  Eng^ 
land,  it  will  be  admitted,  attains  this  object — if  not  perfectly, 
which  is  scarcely  to  be  hoped  for,  still  very  effectually — - 
either  through  the  intervention  of  a  court  of  law  or  a  court 
of  equity.  It  is  most  important  for  us,  much  more  than  it 
can  be  in  England,  to  ascertain  as  clearly  as  possible  what 
are  the  cases  which  a  court  of  law  can  take  cognizance  of — 
and  what  those  cases  which  can  receive  no  relief  except  in 
equity — and  for  this  plain  reason,  that  we  are  absolutely 
without  tiie  means  of  exercising  an  equitable  jurisdiction, 
having  no  court  of  equity  of  any  kind  pr  for  any  purpose. 
Those  frauds,  therefore,  which  equity  only  can  relieve 
against,  miist  be  successful  ;  and  consequently,  if  this 
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court  of  common  law,  when  it  has  the  power  to  relieve 
against  frauds,  were  to  decline  the  exercise  of  that  power, 
upon  the  ground  merely  that  equity  is  the  more  proper  or 
more  usual  or  more  convenient  jurisdiction  in  such  cases, 
then  it  would  follow  that  justice  would  be  denied,  and  for 
an  insufficient  reason,  because  if  a  suitor  can  legally  receive 
redress  at  our  hands,  it  would  be  illegal  as  well  as  vain  to 
refer  him,  upon  any  ground  of  expediency  or  usage,  to  a 
tribunal  which  does  not  exist. 

This  will  not  be  disputed  on  the  one  hand,  and  it  must 
be  as  readily  conceded  on  the  other  that  a  court  of  common 
law,  confined  as  this  is  expressly  to  the  power  and  juris- 
diction of  the  superior  courts  of  common  law  in  England, 
cannot  legally  go  one  step  further  than  those  courts  have 
the  power  to  go  upon  any  pretence  of  hardship,  or  in  con- 
sequence of  any  defects  in  our  judicial  establishments. 
We  may  in  some  cases  interpose,  where  a  court  of  common 
law  in  England,  in  the  exercise  of  its  discretion,  merely 
would  refer  the  party  to  another  course — that  is,  we  may 
do  what  they  frequently  may  not  choose  to  do;  but  we  have 
no  authority  to  do  anything  which  they  cannot  do. 

Now  unquestionably  there  are  distinct  classes  of  cases 
in  which  courts  of  equity  will,  upon  certain  established 
principles,  set  aside  deeds  and  contracts  as  fraudulent, 
although  there  is  nothing  in  the  execution  of  the  deed  or  in 
the  circumstances  of  the  contract  which  would  enable  or 
entitle  a  court  of  law  to  deny  its  validity.  Cases,  I  mean, 
in  which  courts  of  equity,  acting  as  it  does  upon  the 
conscience,  will  not  allow  the  deed  or  contract  to  stand, 
because,  from  the  relative  situation  of  the  parties  or  from 
the  nature  of  the  transaction  there  is  room  to  suspect  the 
operation  of  an  undue  influence,  so  as  to  make  it  safer  and 
more  prudent  to  prohibit  such  transactions  altogether,  by 
inferring  fraud  and  treating  them  prima  facie  as  invalid, 
leaving  it  however  in  the  power  of  the  parties  to  establish 
their  validity,  by  such  evidence  as  may  satisfactorily  repel 
the  presumption  of  fraud  in  the  particular  cause.  I  need 
not  enumerate  all  these  classes  of  cases.  Securities  exacted 
by  attornies  from  their  clients,  marriage  brokage  contracts, 
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purchases  by  trustees  of  the  property  which  they  are  intrusted 
to  sell,  are  of  the  description  alluded  to,  and  there  are  others 
which  come  within  the  same  rale.  In  those  cases  where 
no  actual  fraud  is  proved  and  the  parties  are  capable  of 
contracting,  and  there  is  no  illegal  duress,  courts  of  law 
cannot  deny  the  fact  of  the  contract,  and  they  must  and  do 
give  effect  to  it.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  however,  holds  these 
transactions  to  be  unconscientious,  and  protects  the  weaker 
party  by  relieving  against  them. 

But  the  present  is  a  case  of  a  very  different  description. 
Actual  direct  fraud  is  involved  in  the  imputation  of  prac- 
tising upon  a  man  of  unsound  judgment  and  shattered 
intellects,  whose  degraded  habits  had  destroyed  his  firm- 
ness of  purpose,  left  him  scarcely  a  will  to  exercise,  and 
brought  him  to  that  state  that  importunity  and  flattery,  or 
an  urgent  perseverance  might  extort  anything  from  him. 
Notwithstanding  early  opinions  to  the  contrary,  it  is  now 
well  settled  that  a  man  is  not  precluded  at  law  from  stulti- 
fying himself,  as  the  term  is.  He  may  allege  his  own 
mental  imbecility,  from  whatever  cause  arising,  and  may 
claim  to  be  protected  on  that  account  from  the  consequences 
of  acts  into  which  he  has  been  seduced  or  betrayed. — 3 
Camp.  33.  Neither  is  it  doubtful  that  drunkenness,  or  in 
other  words,  temporary  unsoundness  of  mind,  arising  from 
intoxication,  will  render  invalid  a  deed  obtained  from  a 
man  in  that  state,  when  he  appears  to  have  been  practised 
upon.  I  annex  the  qualification  that  imposition  must  be 
shewn,  because  the  case  seems  to  me  to  import  that,  and 
in  my  opinion,  upon  good  and  reasonable  grounds,  which 
however  I  will  not  now  take  time  to  discuss.  The  case 
now  in  judgment  before  us  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  strongly 
tainted  with  imposition.  The  consideration  is  almost  as 
nothing,  compared  to  the  value  of  the  property.  No  man 
who  could  and  would  exercise  an  ordinary  degree  of  reason, 
could  have  accepted  it.  The  vendor,  evidently  in  a  deplo- 
rable state  of  mind,  was  dealt  with  apart  from  his  friends 
or  relations,  and  without  the  intervention  of  any  professional 
adviser.  Indeed,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  agreement 
and  deeds  for  this  valuable  property  were  prepared  and 
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signed  without  having  recourse  to  any  professional  gentle- 
man. Mr.  Jones  was  taken  from  his  own  lodgings  lo  those 
of  the  defendant  and  there  kept  for  two  days,  during  which 
interval  the  bargain  was  made  and  the  agreement  signed. 
While  he  was  there  he  kept  his  bed  both  day  and  night, 
and  was  proved  to  have  got  drunk  by  liquor  left  in  his  room 
by  the  defendant,  and  to  have  been  taken  from  thence  by 
his  servant  home  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  Great  haste 
was  used  by  the  defendant  in  having  the  papers  drawn — 
then  immediate  execution  was  pressed.  One  person  pre- 
sent refused  to  witness  the  deeds,  upon  the  ground  that  Mr. 
Jones  was  at  the  moment  lying  in  that  state  that  he  was 
wholly  unfit  to  dispose  of  his  property.  He  actually  signed 
them  lying  in  his  bed,  burst  into  tears  afterwards  when 
speaking  of  it,  and  refused  to  take  the  transfer  of  stock. 
As  soon  as  they  were  obtained,  great  haste  was  shewn  in 
obtaining  possession  of  the  property,  and  in  this  act  the 
defendant  was  accompanied  by  the  person  employed  by 
him  to  prepare  the  papers.  The  consideration  in  the  deed 
is  stated  to  be  only  the  50/.  which  was  paid,  not  noticing 
the  further  consideration  of  the  alleged  reversionary  interest 
in  the  funds,  and  a  reason  for  omitting  this  was  stated  to 
have  been  assigned  by  the  defendant  himself — namely,  that 
he  had  only  mentioned  the  money  consideration  in  order 
that  the  validity  of  the  deed  might  not  be  affected  -  by  the 
failure  of  that  part  of  the  consideration  which  related  to  the 
bank  stocks.  Add  to  this,  that  Mr.  Jones  was  found  on  the 
next  day  by  a  medical  man  lying  in  the  same  bed  on  which 
he  had  executed  the  deeds,  almost  senseless  and  distracted 
from  delirium  tremens,  in  a  hopeless  state,  as  he  expressed 
it,  and  very  truly,  for  he  soon  afterwards  died,  having  first, 
however,  and  as  it  appears  promptly  instituted  this  action 
(or  it  may  be  that  his  friends  did  it  for  him)  to  regain  pos- 
session of  this  property. 

I  am  convinced  that  a  court  of  equity,  upon  such  facts, 
would  not  hesitate  to  set  aside  the  purchase  ;  but  it  is  con- 
tended that  a  court  of  equity  alone  is  competent  to  aflford 
relief,  and  that  in  this  province,  as  we  have  no  court  of 
equity,  a  purchase  effected  under  such  circumstances  must 
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stand.  It  is  argued  that  a  court  of  equity,  if  it  felt  it  right 
to  interpose,  would  do  equal  justice  by  exacting  the  repay- 
ment of  the  money  advanced,  and  that  as  a  court  of  law 
cannot  enforce  this  condition,  it  follows  that  the  deeds  must 
be  allowed  to  stand.  Upon  this  point  the  case  of  Bates  v. 
Graves,  before  cited,  is  an  important  authority.  The  chan- 
cellor might  certainly,  and  it  is  probable  he  would  in  a  case 
like  this,  decree  a  recognizance  by  defendant,  exacting  as 
a  previous  condition  that  the  money  paid  should  be  returned ; 
but,  in  my  opinion,  there  would  be  no  necessity  in  equity 
for  decreeing  a  recognizance  if  the  deeds  were  held  to  be 
fraudulent,  by  reason  of  actual  circumstances  of  imposition, 
nor  w^ould  it  be  considered  in  equity  indispensable  that  the 
money  should  be  returned.  And  with  reference  to  the 
power  of  a  court  of  law  in  such  a  case,  when  in  the  course 
of  a  fraudulent  imposition  upon  a  man  whose  mind  was 
unsound,  whether  from  drunkenness  or  any  other  cause,  a 
sum  had  been  paid  by  the  purchaser  and  accepted  by  the 
other  before  the  incapacity  removed,  and  not  under  such 
circumstances  as  would  imply  a  deliberate  ratification  and 
acquiescence  in  the  bargain,  the  finding  of  the  jury  upon 
the  issue  of  non  est  factum  can  never,  I  think,  depend  upon 
the  question  whether  the  sum  so  advanced  had  been  returned 
or  not  before  the  defence  pleaded.  If  the  treating  the  deed 
as  invalid  has  the  legal  effect  of  entitling  the  party  to  receive 
back  his  money,  he  may  sue  for  and  recover  it ;  if  he 
cannot  legally  recover  back  the  money  paid  by  him  in  the 
course  of  such  a  transaction,  then  it  must  follow  that  he  has 
no  legal  right  to  it,  and  the  repayment  of  the  sum  can  be 
no  necessary  ingredient  in  the  enquiry,  whether  the  deed 
was  legally  executed  or  not. — 1  Pothier  on  Obi.  19,  20. 
The  fraud  imputed  here  and  found  by  the  jury  is  fraud 
inducins:  the  contract — it  enters  into  its  essence  and  makes 
void  the  act.  And  actual  fraud,  such  as  has  been  imputed 
and  found  in  this  case,  never  was,  in  my  opinion,  exclu- 
sively cognizable  in  equity. — 2  Wils.  350 ;  4  Crim.  Dig. 
406  ;  1  Burn,  396  ;  2  Co.  9 ;  3  Co.  77. 

The  cases  are  very  numerous  in  which  the  jurisdiction 
of  courts  of  law  and  equity  in  cases  of  fraud  is  discussed  ; 
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in  some  of  which  the  doctrine  is  distinctly  laid  down,  that 
in  matters  of  fraud — that  is,  actual,  positive  fraud — courts 
of  law  and  equity  have  a  concurrent  jurisdiction. — 4  Bro. 
P.  C.  186,  202,  222,  230,  244,  258,  297  ;  2  Ves.  155  ;  2  P. 
Wm.  156  ;  2  Atk.  324 ;  2  P.  Wms.  270,  203.  It  is  to  be 
remembered  that  in  this  case  there  is  no  suggestion  or  pre- 
tence for  imagining  any  consideration  arising  from  blood  or 
affection,  or  intended  bounty  ;  the  purchaser  was  a  stranger, 
and  the  transaction  is  either  to  be  supported  on  the  footing 
of  a  bona  fide  sale  or  not  at  all.  In  this  view,  the  inade- 
quacy of  consideration  is  the  more  material,  as  it  applies 
more  forcibly  to  shew  the  want  of  judgment  and  capacity  ; 
for  there  is  no  room  for  inferring  a  willingness  to  give  the 
property  away,  or  to  part  with  it  to  the  defendant  for  a  less 
sum  than  could  be  readily  obtained  from  others. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  case  comes 
within  the  description  of  cases  which  turn  upon  actual 
fraud — not  legal  fraud,  deducible  by  inference  from  the 
mere  relative  position  of  the  parties — that  the  validity  of  a 
deed  under  such  circumstances  is  a  question  for  a  court  of 
law  to  try  ;  and  that  the  party  imposed  upon  is  not  left  to 
the  discretion  of  a  court  of  equity,  in  granting  or  withhold- 
ing relief — but,  on  the  contrary,  the  legal  trial  by  jury  is 
the  more  proper  course  of  the  two,  and  must  be  more 
favourable  to  the  party  to  whom  fraud  is  imputed,  and  is 
frequently  resorted  to,  as  in  Bates  v.  Graves,  by  directing 
an  issue  from  Chancery  when  the  question  of  fraud  or  no 
fraud  seems  doubtful. 

I  believe  there  is  no  case  where  unsoundness  of  mind, 
combined  with  fraudulent  practices  and  imposition,  would 
entitle  the  party  to  relief  in  equity,  while  at  the  same  lime 
a  deed  obtained  under  such  circumstances  might  not  be 
held  void  in  law  upon  the  verdict  of  a  jury.  I  am  not  dis- 
satisfied with  the  conclusion  to  which  in  this  case  the  jury 
came  upon  the  evidence  before  them,  and  I  think  it  was  as 
competent  to  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  to  dispute  the  validity 
of  the  deed  thus  obtained  in  this  action,  as  it  would  have 
been  to  defend  himself  against  them  upon  the  plea  of  non 
est  Jaetuniy  if  this  defendant  had  not  succeeded  in  gaining 
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possession,  and  had  sued  him  upon  the  covenant  for  quiet 
enjoyment.  I  think  also  that  the  circumstance  of  the  money 
having  been  paid  by  the  defendant  could  not  affect  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  deed.  With  respect  to  the 
alleged  discovery  of  new  evidence  since  the  trial,  I  do  not 
see  any  ground  upon  which  we  ought  to  grant  a  new  trial 
upon  that  pretence.  The  defendant  himself  could  not,  of 
course,  be  a  witness  in  the  cause — and  as  to  the  affidavit 
of  Saunders,  who  was  actually  examined  at  the  trial,  no- 
thing could  be  more  unsafe  or  more  contrary  to  practice 
than  to  overturn  the  verdict  upon  such  a  ground.  It  is  in 
the  power  of  the  defendant,  if  he  pleases,  to  become  plain- 
tiff on  ejectment  hereafter,  and  to  submit  the  case  to  the 
ordeal  of  another  trial ;  but  these  affidavits  would  not  war- 
rant us  in  setting  aside  the  verdict. 

Sherwood,  J.,  of  the  same  opinion. 

Mac  AULA  Y,  J.^The  difficulty  I  have  experienced  in 
forming  an  opinion  in  this  case,  did  not  arise  from  any 
doubts  touching  the  merits,  but  the  jurisdiction  competent 
to  grant  relief — that  is,  whether  a  court  of  equity  alone  can 
interpose,  or  whether  it  falls  equally  within  the  scope  and 
authority  of  a  court  of  law.  Courts  of  law  and  equity  have, 
generally  speaking,  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  relieving 
against  fraud  ;  but  sometimes  equity  goes  beyond  the  law, 
by  presuming  or  inferring  it,  under  circumstances  in  which 
a  court  of  law  could  not  act,  owing  to  the  absence  of  fraud 
apparent  or  in  fact.  When  the  validity  of  deeds  of  con- 
veyance is  questioned,  one  test  to  determine  the  point  of 
jurisdiction  is  to  consider  whether  the  circumstances  in 
evidence  shew  the  instruments  to  have  been  null  and  void 
ah  initio^  so  that  no  estate  passed  under  them — or  whether 
they  were  not  void  but  voidable,  the  estate  passing  until 
avoidance.  In  the  former  case,  a  court  of  law  would  be 
enabled  to  take  cognizance  of  the  fraud,  though  not  in  the 
latter.  The  case  falls  exclusively  to  equity,  where  applica- 
tion must  be  necessarily  made,  not  merely  for  the  delivery 
up  of  the  deeds  as  a  claim  upon  the  title,  but  for  a  re-con- 
veyance to  restore  the  estate,  when  the  purchaser  or  donor 
must  be  regarded  as  a  trustee  for  the  vendor  or  donor  ;  when 
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a  bona  fide  purchaser  could  acquire  a  litle  under  him ; 
A\  hen  a  re-conveyance  is  essential,  not  merely  1o  obviate 
or  prevent  scruples  on  the  part  of  after-purchasers,  and  as 
an  act  of  supererogation,  so  far  as  the  actual  interest  in  the 
estate  is  concerned,  but  as  the  only  medium  by  which  the 
party  imposed  upon  can  be  restored  to  and  reinvested  with 
his  original  rights.— 2  Ves.  155;  18  Yes.  J.  483;  2  P. 
Wms.  156  ;  2  Ves.  627  ;  1  Ves.  J.  36  ;  3  Atk.  536  ;  2  Ves. 
J.  292  ;  1  Inst.  2556 ;  4  Cruise,  105  ;  3  M.  &  S.  478 ;  1  J. 
&  W.  333 ;  5  Mad.  416  ;  2  Swan.  156,  166 ;  1  T.  R.  734 ; 
4  B.  &  A.  92;  1  Taunt.  413;  1  B.  &  P.  270;  Barnes,  152; 
2  Bro.  C.  C.  641  ;  2  P.  Wms.  170 ;  2  Taunt,  640 ;  3  Bur. 
1361,  1420;  1  Bl.  427. 

It  appears  to  me  that  courts  of  equity  infer  fraud  beyond 
a  court  of  law  in  tw^o  distinct  respects — first,  from  circum- 
stances not  strictly  partaking  of  that  character,  and  over 
which  a  court  of  law  can  exercise  no  control — as  in  transac- 
tions betw^een  attorney  and  client,  guardian  and  ward,  trus- 
tees and  cestui  qui  trusty  &c.  Secondly,  from  circumstan- 
ces tending  to  establish  fraud  in  fact,  but  not  sufficient  to 
warrant  a  court  and  jury  in  so  holding — as  gross  inadequacy 
of  price,  or  inadequacy  combined  with  weakness,  necessity 
or  slight  evidence  of  circumvention.  In  the  latter  instances 
courts  of  law  may  equally  interpose,  when  the  proof  goes 
far  enough  or  is  sufficiently  strong. — 1  Ves.  36 ;  2  Ves.  155; 
2  P.  W.  166 ;  18  Ves.  Jr.  483  ;  1  Wils.  310 ;  2  Ves.  14. 

Touching  specialties  in  a  court  of  law,  it  appears  to  me 
that  though  pleadable  specially,  fraud,  lunacy  and  intoxica- 
ti-o-n  may  be  given  in  evidence  under  the  plea  of  non  est 
factum^  for  in  any  of  those  events  the  instrument  would  not 
be  the  deed  of  the  party  in  law.  A  special  plea  would 
amount  to  a  special  non  est  factum^  in  which  case  the 
common  plea  of  non  est  factum  suffices,  and  such  cases  are 
to  be  distinguished  from  special  pleas  concluding,  and  so 
the  deed  is  void,  and  not  so,  non  est  factum. — 4  M.  &  S. 
538  ;  Hob.  72,  166  ;  2  Wil.  347  ;  9  Ea.  417  ;  5  Co.  119. 
The  latter  is  only  admissible  when  the  deed  is  void  in  tota 
€th  initio.^  as  not  being  the  deed  in  law  of  the  party  whb 
executed  it;  the  former  is  proper  when  the  special  facts 


244       king's  bench,  trinity  term,  5  &  6  wm.  iv. 

disclosed  shew  the  deed^  void  in  law,  though  in  fact  the 
deed  of  the  party,  though  void,  as  being  against  law,  in 
contravention  of  statutes,  for  immoral  considerations,  or  in 
furtherance  of  crime,  or  made  under  duress,  &c.    It  follows 
that  when  a  deed  is  void  for  fraud,  no  restoration  of  pur- 
chase money  or  other  act  can  at  law  be  required  of  the  party 
imposed  upon,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  his  right  of 
repudiation.   He  must  shew  the  instrument  to  be  absolutely 
void  ab  initio— if  he  fails  therein,  if  it  once  had  operation, 
a  court  of  law  cannot  rescind  it,  and  it  is  obvious  that  a 
call  to  refund  presupposes  that  the  instrurnent  subsisted  as 
valid  till  revoked.    In  many  transactions  not  under  seal, 
affected  by  fraud  collaterally,  a  relinquishment  of  advan- 
tages may  be  demanded — the  opposite  party  may  require 
to  be  placed  in  statu  quo^  as  the  only  condition  of  rescision  ; 
there  no  estoppel  by  deed  can  be  urged,  and  the  fraud  does 
not  affect  directly  but  incidentally  that  part  of  the  transac- 
tion to  be  repudiated.    When  fraud  direct  is  shewn,  all 
transactions  and  instruments  are  alike  unconditionally  void. 
—2  Burr.  935-6,  1082.    A  deed  may  be  affected  by  fraud 
directly  in  its  matter  or  execution— as  by  false  reading,  the 
fraudulent  insertion  or  omission  of  material  matter,  lunacy, 
intoxication,  &c. ;  or  collaterally — as  in  the  consideration 
<)r  inducement.    In  the  former  case  a  court  of  law  can 
relieve,  in  the  latter,  equity  only,  generally  speaking.  So 
that  the  ^enquiry  in  the  case  before  us  is — whether  the  deeds 
in  question  are  tainted  by  fraud  in  their  execution — that  is, 
whether  they  were  obtained  by  fraud  direct,  and  liable  to 
be  invalidated  upon  an  issue  of  non  est  factum.    The  evi- 
dence does  not  establish  satisfactorily  that  Jones  was,  at  the 
time  of  their  execution,  actually  insane  or  intoxicated,  nor 
does  it  shew  such  fraud  as  would  vitiate  the  deeds,  how- 
ever sound  in  mind  or  sober  in  person  he  might  have  been ; 
but  it  shews  great  mental  debility  and  unfair  practise  upon 
that  weakness,  reducing  the  case  to  the  single  point— 
whether  these  circumstances  combined  establish  such  a 
case  of  actual  fraud  as  a  court  of  law  can  deal  with.  It 
will  be  found  that  where  fraud  is  alleged  in  obtaining  a 
will  of  rml  estate,  equity  never  interferes,  but  that  is  always 
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determined  at  law  as  upon  an  issue  of  devisavit  vel  non. — 
2  Ves.  senr.  407  ;  2  Ves.  jr.  288  ;  8  Ves.  jr.  66  ;  IP.  Wms. 
288  ;  9  Mod.  312  ;  2  Co.  6,  23  ;  8  T.  R.  147  ;  12  Ves.  445  ; 
2  Ves.  587  ;  1  Cox,  353  ;  2  PhiUim.  449  ;  6  Ves.  273  ;  8 
Ves.  65;  19  Ves.  286.  Premising  that  wills  are  not  spe- 
cjalites — that  they  are  revocable — and  that  the  fraud  is 
always  urged  by  a  third  person,  the  cases  of  wills  afford 
much  assistance  touching  the  application  of  analagous  facts 
and  circumstances  to  deeds,  inter  vivos^  especially  as 
respects  weakness  of  mind.  Touching  mental  imbecility, 
it  will  be  found  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  has  in  modern 
times  extended  the  practice  of  granting  commissions  of 
lunacy.  Formerly  they  could  only  be  sustained  upon  proof 
of  actual  incapacity  or  insanity,  termed  non  compos  mentis^ 
or  unsound  niind  ;  latterly  it  has  been  customary  to  grant 
commissions  in  the  nature  of  a  commission  of  lunacy,  when 
a  person  is  of  greatly  deficient  or  unsound  understanding 
though  not  absolutely  insane,  under  which,  however,  the 
jury  must  find  a  verdict  of  unsound  mind,  to  warrant  an 
appointment  of  a  lunatic  committee  ;  of  course,  therefore, 
the  evidence  must  shew  a  substantial  defect  of  intellect  and 
an  incapacity  to  the  management  of  the  business  of  life. 
Now  lunacy  is  a  good  defence  in  law  under  the  plea  of  non 
est  factum,  especially  if  any  undue  advantage  hath  been 
taken  of  the  atflicled  party.  And  although  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  rule  of  law  has  been  expanded,  so  as  to 
keep  pace  with  equity,  still  it  being  held  that  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  equitable  incapacity  when  there  is  legal 
capacity,  it  may  be  argued  e  converso  that  there  cannot  be 
legal  capacity  when  there  is  equitable  incapacity;  in  other 
words,  that  the  same  facts  which  would  warrant  a  jury  in 
rendering  a  verdict  of  unsound  mind  under  a  commission 
in  the  nature  of  a  commission  of  lunacy,  would  authorise  a 
similar  finding  upon  any  trial  at  law,  in  which  the  menial 
capacity  of  the  person  was  put  in  issue. —  3  P.  Wms.  129  ; 
6  Ves.  270.  The  old  notion  that  no  one  could  be  suffered 
to  stultify  himself  or  prove  his  intoxication,  seems  exploded  ; 
indeed,  either  insanity  or  inebriety  would  appear  admissi- 
ble ai5  proving  fraud  in  the  other  party  if  he  had  knowledge 
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of  its  existence,  particularly  if  he  took  any  unfair  advantage 
of  the  person  in  such  condition. — 1  Ld.  Ray.  318  ;  2  Str. 
1104;  3  Campb.  126,  33;  Bui.  N.  P.  172;  1  Stark,  126; 
7  D.  &  R.  616  ;  1  M.  &  M.  106  ;  2  C.  &  P.  178 ;  3  C.  &  P. 
30;  5  B.  &  C.  170;  18  Ves.  16.  It  is  said  to  be  a  fraud 
in  itself  to  deal  with  a  person  known  to  be  a  lunatic  or 
drunk,  to  his  obvious  prejudice.  It  is  further  to  be  observed, 
that  weakness  of  mind  with  circumvention  or  gross  inade- 
quacy, though  such  weakness  would  not  sustain  even  a 
commission  in  the  nature  of  a  commission  of  lunacy,  will 
make  a  case  fox  relief  in  equity ;  and  I  am  disposed  to 
think,  that  where  such  weakness  is  shewn  as  would  sup- 
port such  a  commission,  and  fraudulent  acts  of  circumven- 
tion are  superadded,  relief  will  be  afforded  in  law,  although 
the  facts  imputing  fraud,  abstracted  from  the  mental  weak- 
ness or  applied  to  one  of  sound  and  perfect  understanding, 
would  not  of  themselves  amount  to  fraud  in  fact  in  a  court 
of  law. 

Turning  then  to  the  evidence,  it  appears  that  two  ques- 
tions were  submitted  to  the  jury  by  the  Chief  Justice  : 
1st.  Whether  Jones  was  actually  of  unsound  mind,  as  an 
abstract  fact.  2d.  If  not,  whether  his  faculties  had  been 
weakened  by  intemperance  ;  and  if  so,  whether  the  de- 
fendant, knowing  this,  had  or  had  not  practised  upon  him 
and  inveigled  him  into  a  bad  bargain,  when  he  was  not  in 
a  state  to  protect  his  interests.  Of  the  latter,  I  think  from 
the  verdict  the  jury  must  have  been  satisfied  ;  and  I  con- 
ceive the  evidence  affords  sufficient  proof  of  overt  acts  of 
circumvention,  exercised  towards  one  of  weak  mind,  to 
annul  the  deeds  so  obtained  at  law.  In  the  first  place,  I 
think  that  from  his  general  habits  Jones  had  reduced  him- 
self to  such  a  state  of  debility,  both  of  body  and  mind, 
that  a  court  of  equity  would  readily  have  granted  a  com- 
mission, in  the  nature  of  a  commission  of  lunacy,  and  that 
a  jury  would  have  felt  no  difficulty  in  finding  a  verdict 
against  him  of  unsound  mind  and  incapacity  to  manage 
his  affairs  ;  and  I  lay  stress  upon  the  consideration  that  his 
weakness  was  so  great,  because  it  enters  materially  into 
the  opinion  I  have  formed.    It  appears  from  the  whole  tes- 
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timony  that  Jones  being  in  this  lamentable  condition,  and 
addicted  to  habits  of  gross  intemperance,  the  defendant, 
knowing  this,  obtained  from  him  the  deeds  in  question- 
not  that  he  merely  accepted  a  good  bargain  on  the  spon- 
taneous offer  of  Jones,  or  that  he  made  a  nude  tender  of 
bad  terms  to  Jones,  which  he  voluntarily  adopted — were 
this  all,  I  do  not  see  that  a  court  of  law  could  interpose — 
but  the  defendant  resorted  to  measures  to  overreach  him  ; 
and  if  the  evidence  warranted  the  jury  in  inferring  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  defendant  was  in  furtherance  of  a 
design  or  plan  laid  to  circumvent  Jones,  then  I  think  the 
acts  done,  combined  with  such  impure  intent,  amount  to 
evidence  of  fraud  in  fact,  when  practised  towards  one  of 
Jones's  mental  and  bodily  state.  The  circumstances  im- 
porting a  formed  design  to  overreach,  are  :  the  defendant's 
taking  Jones  to  his  own  house,  where  the  agreement  was 
signed  on  the  10th  of  May,  Jones  being  in  bed  at  the  time  ; 
the  fact  that  he  was  next  day  found  there  drunk  ;  that  before 
he  could  have  recovered  from  the  effects  of  that  intoxication, 
a  receipt  for  fifty  pounds,  falsely  said  to  be  for  all  his  lands 
in  Upper  Canada,  and  afterwards  the  deeds,  were  obtained  ; 
that  he  subsequently  shed  tears  of  remorse,  refused  to  accept 
the  assignment  of  stock,  and  was  the  next  day  labouring 
under  delirium  tremens.  The  whole  must  be  regarded  as 
one  continued  transaction.  The  jury  might  well  infer  that 
the  defendant  invited  Jones  to  his  house,  in  order  to  impose 
upon  him ;  that  he  led  him  into  drink,  or  at  least  indulged 
him  in  it,  instead  of  keeping  him  sober ;  that  when  Jones 
signed  the  agreement  he  was  either  under  the  undue  influ- 
ence of  liquor,  or  not  a  free  agent  at  liberty  to  exercise  asi 
unrestrained  and  sound  discretion ;  that  the  payment  of  50/. 
to  the  Commercial  Bank,  if  authorised  by  Jones,  showed 
an  eagerness  in  the  defendant  to  obtain  an  actual  claim 
against  the  estate  ;  and  also,  that  if  Jones's  object  was  to 
visit  Europe,  for  which  he  required  the  cash  himself,  his 
bargain  was  insensible,  unless  he  exacted  100/.  instead  of 
50/.,  that  is,  enough  to  pay  off  the  bank  and  reserve  pocket 
money  ;  that  the  receipt  and  deeds  of  the  12th  May  were 
obtained  while  Jones  was  unrecovered  from  the  previous 
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day's  indulgence  at  the  defendant's  house ;  and  that  they 
both  falsely  asserted  the  50/.  to  be  in  full  for  the  lands — a 
fact  which  plaintiff's  agreement  of  the  10th,  and  defen- 
dant's of  the  12th,  disprove,  and  which  the  jury  might 
fairly  presume  was.  either  concealed  from  or  designedly 
left  uncommunicated  to  Jones,  evincing  a  fraudulent  sup- 
pression of  the  truth — a  design  to  deceive.  The  agreement 
of  the  10th  May  would  be  very  proper  in  a  fair  transaction, 
but  it  evinces  eagerness  to  fasten  Jones  wdth  a  bargain, 
for  it  was  to  be  finally  executed  the  next  day  but  one.  The 
receipt,  if  it  spoke  the  truth,  w^ould  have  been  in  itself  a 
proper  document  to  have  exacted,  and  it  evinces  Jones's 
assent  to  the  payment,  but  it  manifests  also  an  anxiety  to 
obtain  a  lien  upon  all  his  lands,  and  falsely  describes  the 
50/.  as  received  in  full  for  the  same.  The  deeds  were  pro- 
per in  an  unexceptionable  purchaser,  but  they  represent 
falsely  the  true  consideration,  and  were  exacted  from  Jones 
when  in  bed,  ailing,  and  obviously  to  a  great  degree  incom- 
petent to  the  transaction  of  such  business.  The  defendant 
may  have  acted  innocently  and  bona  fide  throughout,  or  he 
may  have  acted  otherwise.  The  jury  have  placed  an 
unfavorable  construction  on  his  conduct,  and  J  am  not  dis- 
satisfied with  the  result.  1  think  it  quite  as  just  to  infer  the 
mala  fides  of  the  defendant  as  the  contrary.  I  make  na 
comment  on  the  defendant's  application  to  Mr.  Taylor  for 
Robertson's  note  and  of  his  haste  to  take  possession,  and 
so  force  Jones  to  become  a  plaintiff  instead  of  a  defendant 
in  discussing  the  validity  of  the  deeds ;  but  I  do  not  over- 
look the  inadequacy  of  consideration.  The  witnesses  can- 
not agree  in  the  value  of  Jones's  estate,  and  we  have  no 
proof  from  competent  testimony  of  the  market  value  of  the 
stock.  I  doubt  not  it  is  far  less  than  that  of  the  land. 
With  respect  to  the  stock,  it  is  to  be  observed  (independent 
of  its  value,  and  admitting  the  interest  of  the  defendant's 
wife  to  the  extent  suggested),  that  it  is  alleged  to  be  vested 
in  trustees-— no  trust-deed  being  produced — that  they  may 
not  be  bound  to  notice,  or  may  be  prohibited  from  adopting 
the  defendant's  sale,  either  solely  as  a  marital  right  or 
jointly  with  his  wife— that  she  may  not  be  bound  on  the 
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twofold  ground  of  minority  and  coverture,  and  that  even  in 
equity  the  husband's  assignment  would  not  be  enforced 
without  previous  provision  or  settlement  in  favour  of  the 
wife.    As  a  matter  of  law,  the  presumption  is,  that  the 
assignment  could  not  be  at  all  available  to  Jones — that  it 
was  worthless  and  useless. — 5  Ves.  jr.  515-6  ;  1  Anstr.  63  ; 
2  Bro.  C.  C.  589;  2  Roll.  Ab.  134;  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  144; 
Comyn.  325 ;  2  Ves.  jr.  676  ;   3  Ves.  jr.  506  ;   1  P.  Wms. 
459,  (n)  ;  4  Ves.  jr.  18,  515;  12  Ves.  jr.  497  ;  16  Ves.  jr. 
413;  1  Atk.  458.    But  since  the  defendant  may  have  been 
equally  ignorant  of  the  law,  at  least  since  he  does  not  seem 
wilfully  to  have  concealed  or  misrepresented  anything  on 
these  heads,  fraud  is  not  imputed  to  him  in  these  respects; 
still  it  may  be  observed  that,  like  the  horse-shoe-nails  in  the 
case  1  Leon.  3,  the  value  at  first  sight  to  one  of  Jones's 
enfeebled  intellects  might  appear,  or  be  easily  made  to 
appear  much  greater,  as  in  that  case  it  appeared  much  less, 
than  the  truth  would  warrant.    The  amount  of  stock  is 
large — the  diminution  of  value,  as  to  the  defendant's  interest, 
arises  from  contingencies,  depending  up>on  lives.  Jones 
was  incapable  of  appreciating  their  effect  upon  the  present 
value  of  the  fund,  and  must  have  been  totally  ignorant  of 
the  facilities  or  impediments  of  accomplishing  in  London 
a  present  sale  of  the  remainder  to  Mrs.  Capreol,  and  its 
immediate  conversion  into  money  was  obviously  contem- 
plated by  him  in  the  circumstances  in  which  he  expected 
to  be  placed ;  but  if  all  were  valid  in  law,  and  its  market 
value,  computed  on  the  principle  of  annuities  and  rever- 
sions, could  be  readily  obtained  in  England,  still  it  was 
inadequate  ;  and  incumbered  as  it  is  with  difficulties, 
obvious  to  any  one  of  intelligence,  it  is  calculated  to  sup- 
port the  inference  of  unfair  practice.    Inadequacy  of  value 
is  not  in  itself  sufficient  to  invalidate  a  sale  at  law  and  not 
even  in  equity,  unless  grossly  disproportioned,  but  it  is  a 
proper  circumstance  to  be  regarded  both  in  law  and  equity 
when  fraud  is  complained  of. — 1  Star.  N.  P.  C.  51  ;  2 
Taunt.  2 ;  2  Burr.  1082.    Comparing  all  the  circumstances, 
I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  defendant  availed  himself  of 
the  opportunity  to  impose  upon  Jones,  so  as  to  obtain  deeds. 

2  K  VOL.  lY. 
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of  several  lots  of  valua:ble  land  for  a  consideration  compa- 
ratively almost  nominal — that  snch  a  bargain  could  not 
have  been  made  with  him  had  he  possessed  his  ordinary 
judgment — that  the  defendant  knew  of  his  weakness  and 
resorted  to  practices  in  order  to  inveigle  him  into  a  bargain 
greatly  detrimental  to  his  interests,  and  that  the  jury  were 
w^arranted  in  finding  acts  done  and  intentions  prompting 
those  acts,  which  (considering  the  object  and  the  condition 
of  Jones)  amount  to  such  fraud  as  in  a  court  of  law  is  suf- 
ficient to  invalidate  the  deeds,  in  other  words,  that  they  are 
null  and  void  in  law  and  passed  no  estate — that  no  resort 
to  equity  is  essential,  in  order  to  procure  a  recompense — ■ 
that  the  estate  was  never  divested  out  of  Jones,  and  that 
consequently  no  future  purchase  under  the  defendant,  how- 
ever innocent,  could  acquire  any  title  under  the  deeds  of 
the  12th  May.    It  is  not  necessary  to  decide  whether  the 
defendant  can  recover  from  Jones  the  money  paid.    I  incline 
to  think  he  may,  but  give  no  express  opinion.    Of  course 
it  is  open  to  the  defendant  to  take  the  sense  of  another  jury 
upon  the  transaction,  if  he  can  alter  the  features  of  the  case, 
or  if  he  shall  be  so  disposed  even  upon  the  present  evidence. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 

Cook  v.  Jarvis,  Esq.,  Sheriff. 

A  Sheriff  who  has  wrongfully  seized  property  in  execution  cannot  call  in  question 
the  right  of  the  party  from  whose  possession  the  property  was  taken  by  him, 
as  that  it  was  received  under  an  assignment,  fraudulent  as  against  creditors, 
from  the  execution  debtor. 

Trover  brought  against  the  defendant,  sheriff* of  Gore,  for 
seizing  and  selling  two  horses,  the  property  of  the  plaintiff. 
At  the  trial  before  Mr.  Justice  Macaulay,  it  appeared  that 
two  writs  of  fieri  facias  against  the  goods  of  one  Boyes 
had  been  delivered  to  the  defendant  on  the  16th  May,  1833, 
returnable  the  first  of  Trinity  term  following.  Upon  these 
writs  the  sheriff  seized  some  goods  of  the  defendant  in  his 
district,  and  besides  these  Boyes  was  possessed  of  the 
horses  in  question,  which  at  that  time  and  during  the  whole 
period  until  after  the  return  of  the  execution  were  in  the 
Home  District.  About  the  end  of  July,  after  the  return  of 
the  execution,  the  deputy  sheriflf  went  into  the  Home  Dis- 
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trict  and  seized  these  horses  in  a  stable  of  the  plaintiff  on  a 
Sunday,  look  them  up  to  Hamilton,  and  sold  them.  The 
day  after  the  writs  came  into  the  sheriff's  hands  Boyes,  it 
appears,  placed  these  horses  in  the  hands  of  one  Jacob 
Hutchinson,  or  rather  he  gave  direction  to  the  person  who 
had  charge  of  them  that  Hutchinson  should  be  allowed  to 
take  them,  and  he  gave  Hutchinson  a  paper,  in  which  he 
acknowledged  that  he  "Received  of  Hutchinson  69Z.  for  four 
horses  and  harness  and  a  sleigh,  in  full  of  all  demands  for 
the  same."    The  horses  in  question  were  two  of  the  four 
mentioned  in  the  receipt.    Hutchinson  proved  that  he  had 
not  in  fact  bought  the  horses  as  the  writing  imputed,  but 
had  received  them  from  Boyes  upon  the  trust  that  he  would 
apply  them  to  securing  a  debt  of  18/.,  due  by  him  to  one 
English  and  a  further  debt  due  to  the  plaintiff  in  this  action, 
and  he  stated  that  he  was  authorised  to  sell  them  for  paying 
these  debts  and  others  due  by  Boyes.    The  horses  remained 
for  a  few  days  after  the  transaction  with  Hutchinson,  in  the 
charge  of  Boyes's  hired  man,  and  were  used  as  before  in  a 
stage  driven  for  hire  between  the  City  of  Toronto  and  the 
Township  of  Toronto.    About  a  week  after  the  sale,  Hut- 
chinson transferred  the  horses,  as  he  stated,  to  English  in  part 
payment  of  his  debt,  and  English  was  to  pay  the  plaintiff 
Cook  a  debt  of  52/.  10s.  due  by  Boyes  on  a  note-of-hand. 
English  on  the  29lh  May  transferred  the  horses  to  Cook  in 
payment,  as  he  stated,  of  Boyes's  note  to  Cook,  which  he 
had  assumed  on  getting  the  horses  from  Hutchinson;  he 
received  also  some  money  from  Cook  in  addition.  Two 
papers  w^ere  put  in  and  proved,  by  one  of  which  Hutchin- 
son acknowledged  to  have  received  69/.  from  English  for 
the  four  horses,  harness  and  sleigh,  and  by  the  other  English 
acknowledged  to  have  received  the  same  sum  from  Cook, 
the  present  plaintiff,  for  the  same  horses,  harness,  and  sleigh. 
English  and  Cook  followed  the  horses  to  Toronto  on  or 
about  the  29th  May  and  took  them  from  the  stage  in  which 
Boyes's  driver  was  using  them — English  delivered  them 
over  to  Cook,  and  Cook  took  them  to  his  own  place  in  the 
Home  District,  where  they  remained  until  about  the  28th 
July,  when  the  seizure  above-mentioned  took  place. 
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It  was  admitted  that  there  were  judgments  against  Boyes 
to  support  the  writs  of  execution  produced.  The  jury  found 
for  the  plaintiff  and  32Z.  damages. 

In  Easter  term  last  the  Solicitor  General  moved  to  set 
aside  the  verdict  and  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the 
transfer  to  Cook  was  fraudulent  as  against  creditors,  and 
that  the  plaintiff  in  the  executions  being  creditor  of  Boyes, 
Cook  could  not  sustain  this  action,  having  acquired  no  pro- 
perty in  the  horses,  as  regarded  Boyes's  creditor,  through 
this  fraudulent  transfer.    Sullivan  shewed  cause, 

Robinson,  C.  J. — There  are  many  strong  indications  of 
fraud  in  the  case,  so  far  at  least  as  Boyes  and  Hutchinson 
are  concerned.  There  is  great  reason  to  conclude  that  no 
change  of  property  was  intended  to  be  effected  by  what 
took  place  between  them  on  the  17th  May.  The  transac- 
tion took  place  the  very  day  after  these  two  executions  came 
to  the  sheriff,  the  horses  were  allowed  to  remain  afterwards 
in  possession  of  Boyes's  driver,  and  were  used  in  his  ser- 
vice. The  writing  given  by  Boyes  to  Hutchinson  bears 
date  1st  March,  1833,  though  it  was  not  in  fact  signed  nor 
any  such  agreement  or  transfer  made  or  thought  of  till  the 
17lh  May,  and  the  anti-dating  was  sworn  by  Hutchinson  to 
have  been  intentional  on  the  part  of  Boyes,  for  some  reason 
not  explained  to  him — most  probably  under  the  impression 
that  it  was  necessary  lo  give  to  the  transfer  the  appearance 
of  having  taken  place  before  the  execution  issued.  Then 
all  the  three  papers  evidencing  the  three  transfers  express 
the  same  consideration  (69/.)  to  be  paid  by  all,  which  does 
not  tally  with  the  facts  stated.  From  all  these  circum- 
stances 1  should  infer  that,  as  between  Boyes  and  Hutchin- 
son, it  was  a  mere  contrivance,  to  be  prepared  to  set  the 
sheriff  at  defiance  if  he  should  come  to  levy  on  the  horses. 
I  am  inclined  also  to  think  thatEnglish  knew  well  what  was 
inteaded,  and  acted  in  the  same  spirit;  whether  Cook  did 
not  actually  accept  them  from  English  bona  fide  in  payment 
of  Boyes's  note  for  521.  IO5.,  which  he  seems  to  have  given 
up,  and  whether  he  was  not  innocent  of  participation  in  a 
scheme  to  defeat  Boyes's  creditors,  by  a  mere  pretended 
sale,  is  more  doubtful  on  the  evidence;  there  is  perhaps 
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some  ground  for  suspicion  as  it  regards  him,  but  nothing 
strong. 

The  question  is — as  the  sheriff  had  no  right  to  seize  pro- 
perty out  of  his  district,  and  therefore  was  a  mere  wrong- 
doer, can  he  call  in  question  the  right  of  Cook  to  the  horses 
which  he  took  out  of  his  possession,  and  can  he  object  that 
the  transfer  to  Hutchinson  was  void  as  a  fraud  on  creditors, 
when  it  was  clearly  binding  on  Boyes  himself,  and  when 
he  (the  sherilf )  was  not  legally  enforcing  the  law  in  favor 
of  any  creditor  of  Boyes,  and  so  has  no  pretence  for  shelter- 
ing himself  by  setting  up  their  rights  in  opposition  to  Boyes's 
acts.  It  being  admitted  that  there  were  judgments  to  sup- 
port the  writs  of  execution  produced,  it  is  established  that 
Boyes  was  a  person  indebted  at  the  time  of  his  transfer,  or 
pretended  transfer  to  Hutchinson,  and  therefore  if  the  evi- 
dence was  such  as  to  satisfy  the  jury  that  that  transfer  was 
merely  colorable,  they  were  warranted  in  inferring  that  it 
was  made  fraudulently  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  creditors, 
in  which  case  it  would  be  under  the  provisions  of  13  Eliz. 
ch.  5,  "clearly  and  utterly  void,  frustrate  and  of  none  effect," 
but  "  against  that  person  only  whose  action^  suit^  debt, 
account,  ^-c.  might  by  such  fraudulent  devise  be  in  any- 
wise disturbed,  hindered,  delayed  or  defrauded,"  &c. 

In  another  case,  formerly  before  this  court,  which  turned 
upon  the  construction  of  the  statute,  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  upon  the  point,  whether  under  it,  in  an  action 
against  the  sheriff,  a  conveyance  of  goods  made  fraudu- 
lently to  defeat  creditors,  could  be  excepted  to  by  the  defen- 
dant as  void,  without  his  shewing  a  debt  due  to  the  person 
on  whose  behalf  he  was  enforcing  the  process  of  the  court. 
It  was  my  opinion  that  the  sheriff  could,  in  an  action  of 
trespass  or  trover,  defend  himself  by  shewing  that  the 
pretended  assignment  was  merely  colorable,  being  made 
fradulent  to  deceive  a  creditor  or  creditors  ;  and  that  when 
he  had  shewn  that  the  assignment  must  be  held  to  be  void, 
not  merely  against  those  w^hom  the  sheriff  could  shew  to 
be  creditors,  but  against  any  person  whose  suit  or  action 
would  be  hindered  or  defeated  by  such  assignment,  and 
consequently  that  the  sheriff  who  had  seized  goods  under  an 
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attachment,  need  not  in  such  a  case  shew  that  there  was  a 
debt  actually  due  to  support  the  attachment. 

In  this  case,  however,  the  sheriff  shews  nothing  which 
can  warrant  us  in  looking  upon  him  as  acting  in  the  exe- 
cution of  a  legal  duty,  or  as  meddling  with  this  property 
in  any  other  manner  than  a  mere  stranger.  He  had,  to  be 
sure,  two  writs  of  execution  in  his  hands  against  Boyes, 
but  those  writs  were  not  in  force  when  he  sent  his  deputy 
into  the  Home  District,  and  took  the  horses  from  thence 
out  of  the  possession  of  this  plaintiff.  When  therefore  he 
had  gotten  them  by  this  illegal  and  irregular  act  into  his 
own  district,  he  had  no  authority  to  seize  them — if  he  could 
otherwise  have  taken  advantage  of  their  being  placed 
within  his  power  by  his  own  wrongful  act.  Of  course,  if 
these  horses  had  been  legally  seized  before  the  return  of  the 
execution,  they  could  have  been  sold  after  the  return ; 
because  an  execution  once  begun  may  be  proceeded  in — it 
is  all  regarded  as  one  act.  But  here  the  sheriff  ventured 
to  act  out  of  his  district  under  color  of  process,  which  at 
the  same  time  gave  him  no  authority  to  do  the  same  act 
even  within  his  district — so  that  his  act  was  utterly  void, 
and  he  stands  wholly  unprotected  by  his  official  character, 
and  in  no  other  light  than  a  mere  trespasser.  The  plaintiff 
here  has  not  brought  trespass,  but  trover.  Now  if  the 
defendant  had  in  fact  become  possessed  of  these  horses  by 
finding  or  in  any  other  manner,  wholly  unconnected  with 
his  office  of  sheriff,  and  had  wrongfully  converted  them, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  on  any  ground  that  Boyes,  the  defen- 
dant in  the  writs  of  execution  (if  he  had  continued  the 
owner  of  these  horses,  and  had  never  pretended  to  assign 
them),  might  have  brought  trover  against  the  sheriff,  and 
recovered  the  verdict.  It  could  have  been  no  defence  that 
there  was  once  a  writ  in  force  under  which  the  sheriff  could 
have  seized  the  horses,  if  they  had  been  within  his  proper 
district.  Now  if  Boyes  could  in  such  a  case  have  recov- 
ered. Cook  must  be  allowed  to  recover  under  the  facts 
proved,  for  there  is  no  proof  of  a  fraud  upon  Boyes  in  divest- 
ing him  of  these  horses,  but  there  is  proof,  whether  conclu- 
sive or  not,  of  a  fraud  intended  by  Boyes  in  giving  Hutchm- 
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son  a  paper,  intended  to  hold  him  out  as  the  purchaser  of 
these  horses,  when  it  seems  to  have  been  otherwise  under- 
stood between  them  ;  and  so  far  as  Boyes's  evidence  can  be 
received,  it  seems  certainly  to  have  been  no  sale.  Against 
Boyes  however,  and  so  far  as  his  rights  and  interests  alone 
are  concerned,  his  own  act  is  to  be  treated  as  valid  and 
binding,  and  Cook's  right  to  recover  is  not  to  be  defeated 
from  any  respect  to  a  supposed,  property  in  these  horses 
remaining  in  Boyes.  Nor,  indeed,  would  that  be  just,  for 
by  giving  Hutchinson  the  writing  which  he  did,  Boyes 
enabled  him  to  deal  with  those  horses  as  his  own,  and 
though  English,  to  whom  he  put  them  off,  may  have  been, 
I  dare  say  was,  as  fully  aware  of  Boyes's  object  and  desire 
as  Hutchinson  was,  yet  there  is  no  sufficient  proof  that 
Cook  knew,  or  had  reason  to  know,  that  there  was  anything 
else  intended  than  what  was  possessed.  He  seems  to  have 
accepted  the  horses  absolutely  ;  to  have  paid  52/.,  if  nothing 
more,  for  them  ;  and  to  have  acted  afterwards  openly  and 
unequivocally  as  their  owner,  by  taking  them  into  posses- 
sion. If  after  this  he  can  be  made  to  lose  the  horses,  it 
could  only  be  upon  proof  that  before  Boyes  alienated  them, 
they  had  been  bound  by  an  execution  delivered  to  the 
sheriff,  or  upon  proof  that  Boyes  did  never  in  fact  alienate 
them,  and  so  continues  to  be  the  owner,  and  the  only  person 
entitled  to  recover  recompense  for  the  illegal  conversion  of 
them.  But,  as  far  as  we  can  see  from  the  evidence,  no 
execution  can  ever  have  been  attached  upon  them  to  this 
time  ;  and  as  between  Boyes  and  Cook,  it  would  neither  be 
right  nor  just  to  regard  Boyes  as  the  owner,  and  upon  that 
ground  to  defeat  Cook's  recovery,  in  order  that  damages 
might  in  another  action  pass  into  Boyes's  pocket,  when 
Boyes  has  in  fact  deliberately,  and  by  an  act  under  his  hand, 
declared  that  he  had  made  Hutchenson  the  owner,  through 
whom  Cook  claims,  and  claims,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  not 
otherwise  than  honestly.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  verdict 
should  stand. 

Sherwood  &  Macaulay,  J.  J.,  concurred. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 
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Comer  v.  Thompson. 

A  member  of  a  joint  stock  company,  not  incorporated,  lending  with  the  assent 
of  the  company  a  sum  of  money  out  of  the  joint  fund  to  another  member,  and 
taking  from  him  a  promissory  note  payable  to  himself  individually,  for  repay- 
ment, can  recover  on  the  note,  notvi^ithstanding  that  the  funds  were  advanced 
from  the  common  stock. 

The  plaintiff  and  defendant  in  this  cause  were  members 
of  an  association  of  persons,  shareholders  in  the  Farmers' 
Warehouse,  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  but  not  incorporated. 
The  plaintiff  was  treasurer  of  the  company,  and  by  their 
desire,  lent  to  defendant  40Z.  out  of  their  joint  fund,  for 
which  sum  the  defendant  gave  his  note  to  the  plaintiff  in 
his  individual  capacity.  Upon  this  note  the  present  action 
was  brought.  Bidwell  at  the  trial  moved  for  a  nonsuit, 
objecting  that  the  consideration  of  the  note  thus  appearing 
to  be  money  in  w^hich  plaintiff  and  defendant  had  a  joint 
interest,  as  they  would  also  have  in  the  money  to  be  recov- 
ered in  this  action,  the  plaintiff  cannot  sue  his  co-partner. 
The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  point  being  reserved, 
Bidwell  moved  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  and  enter  a  nonsuit 
last  term. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — I  think,  1st.  There  is  a  sufficient  con- 
sideration to  support  the  note  moving  from  plaintiff  to 
defendant. 

2nd.  Courts  of  law  recognize  trusts,  and  enquire  who 
is  beneficially  interested — not  to  turn  parties  round  when 
all  is  fair,  but  to  prevent  parties  being  turned  round  by 
those  only  nominally  and  not  really  interested. 

3rd.  Allowing  the  plaintiff  to  recover  is  only  carrying 
the  express  agreement  of  the  parties  into  effect. 

4th.  It  is  a  collateral  transaction  ;  the  effect  is  merely  to 
place  the  money  where  it  was  before  the  defendant  bor- 
rowed it  for  his  own  accommodaiion. 

5th.  If  plaintifi'  had  lent  it  without  the  assent  of  the  com- 
pany, clearly  the  defendant  would  have  been  liable.  His 
assent  is  given  that  plaintiff  may  lend  in  the  same 
manner  as  he  would  lend  his  own  money,  taking  security 
to  himself  for  repayment. 
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All  agent  lending  his  principals  money,  with  his  princi- 
pals' assent,  and  taking  a  note  in  his  own  name,  may  surely 
sue  on  the  note.    This  is  in  effect  the  same. 

Sherwood,  J.  and  Macaulay,  J.  of  the  same  opinion. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Row  AND  V.  Tyler. 

In  an  action  of  breach  of  covenant  to  make  a  lease  of  premises  it  is  no  ground 
for  arresting  the  judgment  that  the  premises  are  not  particularly  set  forth,  if 
the  breach  be  as  delinitive  as  the  terms  of  the  covenant  require;  and  where 
there  are  several  issues  raised,  and  the  plaintiff  has  a  verdict  upon  the  whole 
record,  it  forms  no  good  objection  to  his  recovery,  that  some  of  the  issues 
should  have  been  found  for  the  defendant,  if  there  be  sufficient  without  them 
to  support  the  verdict,  and  they  are  not  material. 

Covenant  brought  upon  a  special  agreement  as  follows  . 

"Articles  of  agreement  made  and  entered  into  this  

November  1829,  between  William  Tyler,  of,  &c.,  of  the  one 
part,  and  Charles  L.  Rowand,  of,  &c.,  of  the  other  part, 
witnesseth,  that  the  said  William  Tyler,  for  himself,  his 
heirs,  executors  and  assigns,  doth  and  hereby  does  agree 
to  and  with  the  said  Charles  L.  Rowand,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  demise,  grant,  and  to  farm  let,  by  a  good  and 
sufficient  lease,  for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  to  be 
given  on  or  before  the  1st  January  1831,  for  and  in  consi- 
deration of  the  sum  of  55.  to  him  now  in  hand  paid  by  the 
said  Charles  L.  Rowand,  and  for  and  in  consideration  of 
the  hereinafter  mentioned  payments,  all  and  singular  the 
water  privileges,  together  with  what  lands  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  privilege  of  building  a  grist  mill  capable  of 
propelling  two  run  of  stones,  with  other  water  privileges, 
and  all  necessary  conveniences  thereunto  appertaining  and 
in  anywdse  belonging  ;  and  also  to  build  an  embankment  or 
dam  for  the  use  of  said  water  privileges,  so  that  the  water 
shall  have  23  feet  head  and  fall ;  and  further,  to  suffer  and 
permit  the  said  Charles  L.  Rowand,  or  his  heirs  and  as- 
signs, and  all  and  every  person  under  his  and  their  employ, 
to  dig  and  carry  away  earth  from  the  bank  and  sides  of  the 
hills  most  convenient  to  the  dam,  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing the  said  dam,  and  repairing  and  making  the  head  and 
tail  race  to  and  from  the  said  mill  or  water  works,  which 
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said  land  and  water  privileges  is  part  of  lot  number  eighty, 
on  the  west  side  of  Yonge-street,  and  lying  and  being  in  the 
first  concession  of  the  township  of  King,  aforesaid.  And 
the  said  Charles  L.  Rowand,  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  doth, 
and  hereby  does  agree  to  and  with  the  said  William  Tyler 
and  his  heirs,  executors  and  assigns,  to  build  or  cause  to 
be  built  on  the  said  lot  No.  80,  a  good  and  sufficient  mill 
and  darn  as  aforesaid,  in  two  years,  from  and  after  the  1st 
day  of  January  next  succeeding  the  date  of  this  article  : 
and  further,  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  the  said  William 
Tyler,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  the 
sum  of  105.  lawful  money,  &c.,  for  each  and  every  acre, 
per  year,  of  land,  which  may  be  overflown  or  otherwise 
used  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  water  23  feet  as  aforesaid, 
or  otherwise  used  in  and  for  building  the  said  mill  and  other 
water  privileges  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  William  Tyler, 
for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors  and  assigns,  hereby  doth  fur- 
ther promise  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  Charles  Row- 
and, to  permit  and  suffer  the  said  Charles  Rowand  to  enter 
into  and  carry  on  such  business,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
preparations  for  the  building  of  the  said  mill  and  dam,  im^ 
mediately  after  the  signing  and  sealing  of  this  article  of 
agreement  :  a,nd  further,  he  the  said  Charles  L.  Rowand, 
for  himself  and  his  heirs,  executors  and  assigns,  doth  and 
hereby  does  promise  and  agree  to  give  unto  the  said  William 
Tyler,  his  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  a  bond,  sub- 
ject to  the  penalty  of  2,000Z.  lawful  money  as  aforesaid, 
with  approved  security,  to  build  the  said  mill,  or  cause  the 
same  to  be  built,  in  the  time  hereinafter  mentioned  ;  when 
the  said  lease  is  given  for  the  true  performance  of  this  article 
of  agreement,  the  parties  to  this  article  of  agreement  hereby 
interchangeably  become  bound  each  to  the  other  in  the  pe- 
nal sum  of  2,000/.  of  lawful  money,"  &c. 

The  declaration  contained  one  count,  in  which  the  plain- 
tiff, with  a  profert  in  curiam^  set  forth  the  agreement  cor- 
rectly in  substance — and  averred,  "  that  although  at  the  time 
of  the  sealing  and  delivery  of  the  articles  of  agreement,  to 
wit,  on  the  1st  November,  &c.,  plaintiff  paid  to  defendant 
the  said  sum  of  5s. ;  and  although  the  defendant,  in  part 
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performance  of  the  said  agreement,  to  wit,  on,  &c.,  did  per- 
mit and  suffer  the  plaintiff,  and  divers  persons  in  his  service 
and  employment,  to  dig  and  carry  away  earth  from  the 
banks  and  sides  of  the  hills  most  convenient  to  the  dam, 
for  the  purpose  of  building  the  same,  &c.,  and  did  then 
and  there  in  further  performance,  &c.  permit  and  suffer  the 
plaintiff  to  enter  into  and  carry  on  preparations  for  the 
building  of  the  said  dam  and  mill ;  and  although  plaintiff, 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  covenant,  to  wit,  on  the  said  1st 
November  and  afterwards,  within  two  years  from  the  1st 
January  after  the  making  of  the  said  agreement,  did  build 
and  cause  to  be  built  upon  the  said  lot  80,  a  good  and 
sufficient  mill  and  dam,  which  said  mill  was  and  is  capa- 
ble of  containing  and  propelling  two  run  of  mill  stones  ; 
and  although  plaintiff  hath  always,  from  the  time  of  build- 
ing the  said  mill  and  dam,  been  ready  and  willing  to  pay 
to  the  defendant  the  said  yearly  sum  of  10s.  for  each  and 
every  acre  of  the  said  ground  so  overflowed  by  reason  of  the 
said  mill-dam  and  embankment,  and  otherwise  occupied 
and  used  in  and  for  building  the  said  mill  and  dam ;  and 
although  the  plaintiff,  after  the  making  of  the  said  agree- 
ment, to  wit,  on  said  1st  November,  &c.  did  give  to  the 
said  defendant  a  bond  or  writing  obligatory  in  the  penal 
sum  of  2,000/.,  with  good  security,  which  the  said  defen- 
dant then  and  there  accepted  and  approved,  which  said 
bond  was  subject  to  a  condition  thereunder  written,  that 
the  same  should  be  void  on  the  building  the  said  mill  and 
raill-dam  within  the  term  of  two  years  from  the  said  1st 
January,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  said  agreement ; 
nevertheless,  the  plaintiff  saith  that  the  defendant,  although 
specially  thereto  requested  by  plaintiff,  to  wit,  on  the  1st 
January  1831,  did  not,  nor  would  then  or  at  any  time  since, 
demise,  grant,  or  to  farm  let,  by  a  good  and  sufficient  lease 
for  the  said  term  of  99  years,  from  the  said  1st  January  1831, 
nor  by  any  lease,  nor  for  term  or  terms  whatsoever,  unto 
the  said  plaintiff  or  his  assigns,  the  said  water  privilege, 
nor  the  said  lands  necessary,  and  which  were  used  by  the 
plaintiff,  for  the  purpose  of  building  the  mill  and  embank- 
ment or  dam,  nor  any  part  thereof,  but  wholly  neglected 
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and  refused  so  to  do  :  whereupon  plaintiff  saith  defendant 
hath  not  kept  his  covenant,  but  hath  broken  the  same,  to 
plaintiff's  damage,"  &c. 

The  defendant  pleaded — 1st.  Non  est  factum.  2nd.  Actio 
non^  "because  defendant  did,  on  1st  January  1831,  tender  to 
plaintiff  a  lease  for  99  years  of  the  said  water  privileges 
and  lands,  according  to  the  agreement,  but  plaintiff  refused 
to  accept  the  same,  3rd.  That  defendant  has  always  been 
ready,  but  plaintiff  never  requested  him  to  make  a  lease. 
4th.  That  defendant  has  always  been  ready  to  make  a 
lease,  as  in  the  agreement  mentioned,  but  that  plaintiff  did 
not  nor  would  erect  on  lot  80  a  good  mill  and  dam,  accord- 
ing to  the  agreement.  5th.  That  defendant  has  always 
been  ready,  on  performance  by  plaintiff  of  the  covenants 
to  be  first  performed  on  the  part  of  plaintiff,  to  demise,  &c., 
yet  plaintiff  hath  not  erected,  &c.  a  good  and  sufficient  mill, 
&c.  so  that  the  said  water  privileges  on  the  said  lot  80  should 
have  23  feet  head  and  fall.  6th.  That  although  defendant 
hath  always  kept  his  covenants,  &c.,  plaintiff  hath  not 
erected  a  good  and  sufficient  mill,  &c.,  nor  an  embank- 
ment for  the  use  of  the  said  water  privilege  on  the  said  lot 
No.  80,  so  that  the  said  water  privileges  on  the  said  lot 
should  have  23  feet  head  and  fall.  7th.  That  although  de- 
fendant hath  kept  all  his  covenants,  &c.,  and  although  de- 
fendant offered  possession  and  full  power,  authority  and 
license  to  plaintiff  to  enter  upon  lot  SO,  &c.,  to  wit,  on  1st 
November  1829,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  the  said  mill 
and  conveniences,  and  for  erecting  the  said  embankment ; 
and  although  defendant,  on  1st  November  1829,  pointed 
out,  designated  and  described  the  portion  and  part  of  the 
said  lot  No.  1  in  the  first  concession  of  King  aforesaid, 
whereon  the  said  mill  and  embankment  should  and  might 
be  erected,  so  that  the  water  privileges  should  have  23  feet 
head  and  fail  ;  and  although  defendant  offered  possession 
to  plaintiff  of  the  said  portions  of  the  said  lot  so  pointed 
out,  &c. ;  and  although  defendant  offered  plaintiff  to  per- 
form all  and  singular  the  covenants  on  his  part  to  be  per- 
formed, according  to  the  intent  of  the  said  agreement,  yet 
plaintiff  refused  to  accept  and  receive  possession  of  the 
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said  portion  of  the  said  lot  so  pointed  out  by  the  said  de- 
fendant, and  still  refuses,  &c.  contrary  to  the  covenant,"  &c. 

Plaintiff  took  issue  on  the  first  and  second  pleas.  To 
the  third  he  replied,  "that  after  the  building  of  the  said  mill 
and  embankment,  according  to  the  agreement,  &c.,  to  wit, 
1st  January  1831,  plaintiff  demanded  of  defendant  a  lease  for 
99  years  of  the  said  water  privileges,  and  what  lands  might 
be  and  were  necessary  to  be  used  for  the  building  the  said 
mill,  embankment,  &c.,  so  that  the  water  should  have  23 
feet  head  and  fall,  the  same  being  upon  and  part  of  the  said 
lot.  No.  SO,  subject  to  the  yearly  rent  in  the  said  agreement 
mentioned,  according  to  the  intent,  &c.  of  the  said  articles. 
To  4th  plea — that  he  did  erect  and  build  on  lot  80  a  good 
and  sul^icient  mill,  &c.,  and  an  embankment  or  dam  for 
the  use,  &c.,  so  that  the  said  water  had  and  has  23  feet 
head  and  fall,  &c.  To  5th  plea — that  he  did  erect,  &c.  on 
lot  80,  a  good  and  sufficient  mill,  and  an  embankment,  &c., 
so  that  the  said  water  had  and  has  23  feet  head  and  fall,  to 
wit,  1st  January  1831,  according  to,  &c.  To  6th  plea — 
that  he  did  erect,  &c.  on  the  said  lot  No.  80,  a  good  and 
sufficient  mill,  &c.,  and  an  embankment  or  dam,  &c.,  so 
that  the  said  water  had  and  has  23  feet  head  and  fall,  to 
wit,  on  1st  January  1831,  according  to  the  true  intent,  &c. 
of  the  said  agreement.  To  7th  plea — that  plaintiff  did,  by 
license,  &c,  of  defendant,  enter  on  said  lot  80,  and  did 
erect  the  «aid  mill  and  embankment  upon  a  certain  part 
and  parts  of  said  lot  80,  for  that  purpose  pointed  out  by  de- 
fendant, accoi-ding  to  the  Irue  intent,  &c.  of  the  said  agree- 
ment." 

The  defendant  joined  issue  upon  all  these  replications. 

At  the  trial  of  the  cause  in  April  last,  a  general  verdict 
was  found  for  the  plaintiff,  with  1800/.  damages,  and  last 
term  the  Solicitor  General,  for  the  defendant,  moved  to  set 
aside  this  verdict  as  contrary  to  law  and  evidence,  or  to 
arrest  the  judgment.  The  agreement  declared  on  was  not 
produced  at  the  trial ;  it  had  been  brought  into  court  on  a 
former  trial  of  this  cause,  and  proved,  when  a  verdict  was 
rendered  for  plaintiff,  on  the  issue  of  non  est  factum  ;  but 
upon  account  of  the  pleas  of  release,  the  verdict  given  on 
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that  trial  was  set  aside, sand  a  new  trial  granted,  after  which 
the  plea  of  release  was  set  aside,  and  the  parties  allowed 
to  replead.  Upon  the  argument  of  the  motions  made 
against  the  last  verdict,  and  subsequently  against  the  plea 
of  release,  the  agreement  was  in  court,  but  afterwards  was, 
by  some  accident,  mislaid,  whether  in  the  Crown  of&ce  or 
otherwise  is  not  known.  At  the  last  trial,  the  defendant's 
•counsel  admitted  the  loss  of  the  agreement  since  the  for- 
mer trial,  and  admitted  also  the  execution  of  the  agreement ; 
whereupon  the  plaintiff  proceeded  to  shew  the  contents,  by 
proving  that  the  Nisi  Prius  record  before  the  court  contained 
the  oyer  of  the  agreement,  on  which  the  parties  were  at 
issue  on  the  plea  of  non  est  factum  at  the  former  trial,  when 
no  variance  was  objected,  and  plaintiff  recovered.  That 
oyer  was  also  sworn  to  be  correct,  and  a  copy  of  the  oyer 
delivered  to  the  defendant's  attorney  was  also  put  in  and 
proved.  On  this  evidence  the  defendant's  counsel  objected 
that  the  proof  of  the  contents  of  the  agreement  was  insuffi- 
cient— excepting  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  secondary  evi- 
<ience  ;  and  now,  in  term,  the  objection  w^as  renewed,  on  a 
ground  not  announced  at  the  trial — namely,  that  no  secon- 
dary evidence  could  be  legally  received,  the  plaintiff  having 
pleaded  the  agreement  with  a  profert  in  curiam^  and  that 
in  such  a  case,  and  so  long  as  the  record  stands  in  that  form, 
nothing  can  dispense  with  the  production  of  the  original ; 
and  that  when  in  fact  the  instrument  has  been  lost  since  it 
was  declared  upon,  the  plaintiff  must  obtain  leave  to  amend 
his  declaration,  alleging  the  loss  of  the  instrument,  or  stating 
such  facts  as  may  dispense  with  the  profert. 

Sullivan^  for  plaintiff,  met  this  objection,  by  contending 
that  the  admission  at  the  trial  of  the  execution  of  the  in- 
strument, admitted  its  existence,  and  rendered  its  produc- 
tion unnecessary,  and  that  the  evidence  of  the  copy  was 
complete  and  satisfactory  ;  that  in  a  case  like  this,  when 
the  deed  has  been  produced  and  proved  in  court,  the  plain- 
tiff has  done  all  that  he  can  do,  it  remains  in  the  custody 
of  the  court ;  that  the  cases  cited  are  when  the  instrument 
was  lost  between  declaration  and  trial,  before  it  had  been 
actually  given  in  evidence  and  taken  into  the  keeping  of 
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the  court,  and  while  it  continued  under  the  control  of  the 
party ;  that  the  defendant  did  not  at  the  trial  except  on  this 
ground,  but  merely  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  secondary  evi- 
dence, with  the  impossibility  of  receiving  any  secondary 
evidence  ;  that  he  should  not  now  be  allowed  to  make  a  new 
exception,  not  specifically  urged  at  the  trial,  after  having 
argued  the  case  before  the  jury  on  the  merits,  and  reasoned 
upon  the  conditions  and  effect  of  the  agreement,  the  execu- 
tion of  which  he  had  moreover  admitted. 

At  the  trial,  the  defendant  further  objected  : — 1st.  That 
the  declaration  expanded  the  meaning  of  the  agreement 
beyond  its  legal  import,  for  there  is  nothing  in  the  defen- 
dant's covenant  binding  him  to  give  a  lease  of  the  premises 
claimed  ;  that  the  breach  is  in  this  respect  bad,  being  too 
comprehensive.  2nd.  That  the  issue  on  the  third  plea  was 
not  supported  in  plaintiff's  favour,  for  that  he  should  have 
tendered  a  written  lease  to  be  executed  by  defendant.  3rd. 
That  no  sufficient  demand  of  a  lease  was  made  by  plaintiff ; 
for  that  it  was  proved  only  that  one  Hollinshead  demanded 
a  lease  to  himself,  as  assignee  of  plaintiff,  whereas  defen- 
dant was  not  bound  to  make  a  lease  to  the  assignee  of 
plaintiff.  The  judge,  noting  these  exceptions,  allowed  the 
trial  to  proceed.  It  appeared  in  evidence,  that  a  mill  with 
two  run  of  stones  had  been  built  on  lot  80,  partly  by  plain- 
tiff, but  in  greater  part  by  one  Hollinshead,  to  whom, plain- 
tiff, during  the  progress  of  the  work,  assigned  his  interest 
in  the  agreement ;  that  the  mill  was  finished  within  the  pe- 
riod limited,  and  cost  18001.  or  more.  It  was  denied,  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant,  that  the  mill  was  built  on  the  site 
intended  by  the  agreement,  and  much  of  the  evidence  re- 
lated to  that  point.  As  there  was  some  contradiction  in 
this  testimony,  the  learned  judge  desired  the  jury  to  find 
expressly  by  their  verdict,  whether  the  mill  was  or  was  not 
built  upon  its  present  site  with  the  assent  of  the  defendant. 
The  jury  found  that  it  was  ;  and  though  the  evidence  was 
conflicting,  it  fully  warranted  that  opinion.  The  agreement 
specified  no  precise  spot  upon  lot  80,  where  the  mill  or  dam 
should  be  placed  ;  and  it  was  explained  by  a  witness,  who 
framed  the  agreement,  that,  until  the  mill  could  be  built,  it 
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could  not  be  precisely^  ascertained,  so  as  to  admit  of  an  ac- 
curate description  by  metes  and  bounds  ;  and  as  the  mill 
was  to  be  immediately  commenced,  it  was  not  thought 
material  to  attempt  a  specific  description  beforehand.  The 
mill  was  proved  to  answer  the  particulars  stipulated  for  in 
the  agreement ;  but  the  defendant,  besides  objecting  that 
it  was  placed  on  a  wrong  part  of  the  lot,  complained  also 
that  the  23  feet  head  and  fall  are  no  otherwise  obtained 
than  by  flooding  a  part  of  an  adjoining  lot,  belonging  to 
one  Kennedy  (about  10  acres),  which  placed  him  at  the 
mercy  of  Kennedy,  or  rather  of  Hollinshead,  who  was 
really  the  plaintiff  in  this  suit ;  for  it  was  proved  that  Hol- 
linshead had  obtained  from  Kennedy  the  control  over  the 
land  thus  illegally  overflowed.  Upon  this  latter  point  there 
seemed  to  be  no  doubt ;  the  evidence  to  that  effect  is  not 
contradicted. 

After  the  mill  was  completed,  Hollinshead,  in  plaintiff's 
presence,  and  having  a  power  of  attorney  from  him,  de- 
manded a  lease  from  defendant,  not  tendering  any  written 
lease  for  execution  ;  but  defendant  refused,  saying  he  had 
before  offered  plaintiff  a  lease  of  the  land  he  was  willing 
to  demise.  This  lease  plaintiff  had  declined  accepting,  be- 
cause it  was  for  land  on  a  part  of  lot  80,  altogether  different 
from  that  on  which  the  mill  was  built.  Defendant  declared 
he  would  give  no  other. 

Upon  this  evidence,  the  Solicitor  General  urged — that  the 
agreement  imports  that  the  lease  was  to  have  been  made 
before  the  mill  was  begun,  and  that  a  definite  extent  of 
land  should  have  been  ascertained  and  specifically  des- 
cribed, and  a  lease  demanded  for  that  and  no  other  ;  that 
the  mill-dam  flows  back  water  upon  a  third  party,  and  con- 
sequently defendant  does  not  get  such  a  mill  built  upon  his 
premises  as  he  contemplated — but,  on  the  contrary,  the  mill 
could  not  be  used  without  incurring  the  risk  of  law-suits 
for  the  injury  done  by  the  back-water  ;  that  by  the  agree- 
ment plaintiff  was  bound  to  pay  a  rent  of  10s.  per  acre  for 
the  land  that  was  to  be  included  in  the  lease,  and  therefore 
it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  precisely  what  land  the  lease 
should  contain,  for  which  land,  and  no  other,  a  lease  should 
have  been  demanded. 
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He  further  moved  in  arrest  of  judgment : — 1.  That  the 
bond  which  the  defendant  avers  he  tendered,  is  not  such  a 
one  as  the  agreement  contemplated,  and  therefore  that  con- 
dition precedent  is  not  complied  with.  2.  That  the  decla- 
ration is  insufficient,  in  not  averring  that  the  mill  was  built 
on  a  place  designated  by  defendant ;  or  that  it  was  built  on 
a  part  of  lot  80,  where  there  was  23  feet  head  and  fall  of 
water.  3.  That  the  agreement  contains  nothing  to  shew 
what  particular  land  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  a  lease  of, 
and  therefore  the  declaration  cannot  shew  that  the  land  of 
which  he  requested  a  lease,  was  not  more  than  he  was  en- 
titled to.  4.  That  the  declaration  does  not  aver  in  particu- 
lar what  land  was  occupied  under  the  agreement,  nor  that 
it  was  part  of  lot  No.  80.  He  also  contended  that  the  ver- 
dict should  be  set  aside  on  the  ground  of  excessive  damages, 
since  the  placing  the  mill  so  that  the  23  feet  head  and  fall 
could  not  be  obtained  without  trespassing  on  a  third  party, 
renders  the  mill  in  a  manner  useless,  and  diminishes,  if  it 
does  not  nearly  destroy,  the  benefit  which  the  defendant  had 
in  view  in  making  the  agreement,  which  was  to  «ensure 
there  being  a  good  and  suflacient  mill  in  operation  on  his 
property  ;  aud  that  the  jury  should  have  considered  this, 
and  not  allowed  in  damages  the  full  cost  of  the  mill. 

Robinson,  C.  j. — This  action  is  of  considerable  im- 
portance, from  the  amount  involved.  The  defendant 
has  so  strenuously  resisted  it,  that  it  is  probable  he 
imagines  he  has  been  in  some  respects  unfairly  dealt 
by;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  plaintiff  in  some -par- 
ticulars may  have  proceeded  in  a  different  spirit  from 
that  which  the  defendant  had  a  right  to  expect.  But 
judging,  as  we  must,  from  the  evidence  which  the  jury 
had  before  them,  we  must  admit  that  the  justice  of  the 
case  is  strongly  with  the  plaintiff,  or  rather  with  Hoi- 
linshead,  his  assignee,  who  sues  in  his  name.  Not 
looking  for  the  moment  to  the  legal  questions  raised, 
the  agreement,  as  we  see,  designates  no  particular  site  for 
the  mill,  and  binds  the  plaintiff  to  select  no  one  part  of  No. 
80,  more  than  another ;  nor  does  it  provide  that  the  defen- 
dant shall  select  the  site.    The  evidence  was  such  as  to 
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satisfy  the  jury  that  the  plaintiff  or  his  assignee  did  erect 
the  mill  within  the  period  prescribed  by  the  agreement,  and 
upon  the  site  which  the  parties  did  in  fact  contemplate ; 
that  the  defendant  saw  the  mill  while  it  was  being  built  at 
a  great  expense,  and  did  not  forbid  it ;  some  witnesses  state 
facts  which  would  shew  that  if  he  did  at  one  time  enter- 
tain an  objection  to  the  site  chosen,  he  afterwards  waived 
that  objection ;  according  to  other  witnesses,  he  did  not  at 
any  time  approve  of  or  acquiesce  in  the  site,  but  stated  that 
the  right  of  selection  was  with  him,  and  that  he  preferred 
another.  The  spot,  however,  of  which  he  wished  to  give  a 
lease  (after  the  mill  had  been  completed  on  another  part  of 
the  lot,  at  an  expense  of  1800/.),  seems  to  have  been  one 
that  could  never  have  been  intended  ;  and  the  defendant's 
insisting  upon  it,  strengthened  the  case  against  him,  as  it 
leads  to  the  opinion  that  his  dissatisfaction  is  rather  with 
the  agreement  itself,  into  which  he  had  entered,  than  with 
anything  that  w^as  in  fact  done  under  it.  The  only  point 
that  seems  to  make  (so  far  as  I  can  see)  against  the  justice 
of  the  <»ase,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  is  the  placing  the 
mill  so  that  the  23  feet  bead  and  fall  are  not  obtained  with- 
out trespassing  upon  the  adjoining  land  of  a  stranger,  by 
reason  whereof  the  mill  cannot  be  used  without  subjecting 
the  party  using  it  to  damages.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  to  be  considered,  that  the  defendant  stipulated  in  positive 
terms  that  a  mill  should  be  built  which  should  have  23  feet 
head  and  fall  of  water ;  that  he  was  as  much  bound  as 
plaintiff  was  to  shew  whether  that  could  be  done  or  not, 
without  throwing  the  water  back  on  the  next  lot,  and  is  as 
much  bound  in  justice  to  abide  by  the  consequence  of  the 
experiment  or  attempt — there  being  no  reason  why  all  the 
loss,  consequent  upon  a  failure,  should  fall  upon  plaintiff 
more  than  upon  defendant ;  besides,  the  possession  and  the 
whole  profits  and  use  of  the  mill  were  to  be  with  plaintiff 
and  his  assigns,  for  99  years  ;  and  if  defendant  had  made 
them  a  lease,  as  he  covenanted  he  would  do,  the  loss  would 
have  been  plaintiff's,  and  not  defendant's,  if  he  had  been 
unable  to  use  the  mill  without  overflowing  his  neighbour's 
land.    But,  according  to  the  evidence,  Hollinshead  has  ac- 
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quired  from  Kennedy  the  right  over  the  land  overflowed, 
so  that  it  seems  if  he  had  received  the  lease,  he  had  guarded 
himself  against  the  obstacle  to  the  enjoyment  of  it.    It  is 
certainly  to  be  said,  that  defendant,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
would  find  the  reversion,  after  the  99  years,  of  no  benefit, 
as  the  proprietor  of  Kennedy's  lot  would  have  it  in  his 
power  to  harass  them  with  actions,  and  that  if  the  mill 
could  not  in  the  meantime  be  used,  defendant  would  suffer 
a  loss,  and  not  plaintiff*  alone ;  since  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  the  advantage  of  having  a  mill  in  active  operation  on 
his  farm,  must  have  been  defendant's  chief  inducement  for 
granting  the  privilege  to  use  the  water  and  occupy  the  land 
at  so  trifling  a  rent.    But,  as  to  the  first  of  these  grounds, 
the  consideration  of  interest  is  too  remote  to  make  it  a  jus- 
tifiable ground  for  withholding  the  lease  after  so  great  an 
expense  had  been  incurred  ;  there  could  be  no  proportion 
between  the  certain  and  immediate  loss  to  plaintiff*  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  probable  loss  to  defendant  on  the  other, 
of  the  use  of  a  wooden  grist  mill  99  years  hence.    As  to 
the  second  ground,  we  are  not  justified  in  assuming  that  if 
the  lease  had  been  made  the  mill  could  not  have  been  used-; 
on  the  contrary,  Hollinshead  seems  to  have  prepared  him- 
self against  that  difficulty  by  bargaining  with  Kennedy,  and 
at  any  rate  Kennedy  might  not  have  been  found  unreason- 
able, nor  could  have  absolutely  prevented  the  mill  from 
being  used  ;  he  could  ©nly  have  claimed  his  damages  from 
time  to  time,  for  the  ^overflowing  of  his  land.  Defendant, 
it  is  true,  may  now  meet  with  difficulty  in  using  tfoe  mill, 
because  Hollinshead  has  acquired  an  interest  in  the  land 
overflowed,  and  may  be  hostile  and  troiiblescmie,  instead 
of  being  accommodating ;  that,  however,  would  be  an  in- 
jury which  the  defendant  would  have  brought  upon  himself 
by  endeavouring,  contrary  to  good  faith,  to  keep  the  mill, 
instead  of  making  a  lease  to  plaintiff*  or  his  assigns.  In 
my  opinion,  it  would  not  be  justice  between  these  parties, 
looking  at  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  and  at  what  the  one 
has  done  and  off*ered  to  do  with  the  knowledge  of  the  other, 
that  defendant  should  on  this  account  be  borne  out  in  taking 
the  remedy  into  his  own  ;hands,  by  absolutely  refusing  to 
make  the  lease. 
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What  1  have  hitherto  said  has  reference  only  to  the  justice 
of  the  case,  which  it  is  frequently  material  to  consider  in  a 
court  of  law,  because  we  may  be  and  ought  to  be  much  in- 
fluenced by  it  when  we  have  any  discretion  to  exercise  on 
yielding  or  refusing  to  yield  to  technical  objections,  as  we 
sometimes  have,  from  the  tenor  and  manner  in  which  such 
objections  are  urged.  And  I  repeat,  that,  from  the  evidence, 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  substantial  justice  of  the  case  is  with 
the  plaintiff,  or  rather  with  his  assignee,  Hollinshead,  who 
is  suing  in  his  name.  I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
legal  objections ;  and  first,  those  which  are  moved  in  arrest 
of  judgment. 

I  do  not  see  on  what  ground  it  has  been  contended  that 
the  declaration  avers  the  tender  of  a  bond  different  in  its 
terms  from  such  as  the  plaintiff  was  bound  to  furnish  before 
he  was  entitled  to  a  lease.  The  covenant  is,  that  Rowand 
shall  give  to  Tyler,  "  his  heirs,  executors  and  administrators, 
a  bond,  subject  to  the  penalty  of  2,000/.,  with  approved  se- 
curity, to  build  the  said  mill,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  built, 
in  the  time  hereinbefore  mentioned,  when  the  said  lease  is 
given."  The  declaration  avers,  that  after  the  making  of  the 
said  agreement,  to  wit,  on  the  1st  November,  the  plaintiff 
did  give  to  the  defendant  a  bond  or  writing  obligatory,  in 
the  penal  sum  of  2,000/.,  with  good  security,  which  the  said 
defendant  then  and  there  accepted  and  approved,  which 
said  bond  was  subject  to  a  condition  thereunder  written, 
that  the  same  should  be  void  on  the  building  of  the  said 
mill  and  mill-dam  within  the  term  of  two  years  from  the 
1st  of  January  next,  after  the  making  of  the  said  agreement, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  said  agreement.  I  can  see  no 
substantial  variance  here,  nor  indeed  any  variance ;  and, 
moreover,  the  defendant  has  pleaded  over,  resting  on  other 
defences,  and  has  not  denied,  but  admitted  that  a  bond  was 
given  according  to  the  terms  of  the  agreement. 

The  next  objection  taken  to  the  declaration  is,  that  it  is 
not  averred  that  the  mill  was  built  on  a  place  designated 
by  the  defendant,  or  that  it  was  built  on  a  part  of  lot  No. 
80,  where  there  was  23  feet  head  and  fall  of  water.  But 
the  agreement  contains  covenants,  on  the  part  of  plaintiff 
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and  defendant,  that  are  completely  independent.  The 
building  of  the  mill  is  not  to  precede  the  execution  of  the 
leases;  on  the  contrary,  defendant  is  absolutely  and  uncon- 
ditionally bound  to  make  a  lease  on  or  before  the  1st 
January,  1831,  but  plaintiff  is  only  bound  to  have  the  mill 
completed  by  1st  January,  1832,  and  he  is  to  give  a  bond 
that  he  will  build  it  before  he  can  demand  a  lease.  It  can 
be  no  objection,  therefore,  that  the  declaration  does  not  state 
that  the  plaintiff  had  built  the  . mill  on  any  particular  site  or 
in  any  particular  manner,  when  he  was  not  bound  to  build 
it  at  all  before  he  obtained  his  lease.  Besides,  1  see  nothing 
to  countenance  the  idea  that  the  defendant  was  to  select  the 
site.  The  agreement  does  not  say  so,  and  that  is  not  the 
reasonable  inference  from  anything  contained  in  it. 

The  next  ground  on  which  the  defendant  moves  to  arrest 
the  judgment  is,  that  the  agreement  contains  nothing  to 
shew  what  particular  land  the  plaintiff  is  to  have  a  lease 
of,  and  it  does  not  therefore  appear  that  the  land  of  which 
he  did  request  a  lease  was  not  more  than  he  was  entitled 
to.  In  form  the  objection  is  correct,  no  land  was  specifi- 
cally described,  of  which  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  de- 
mand a  lease,  but  the  breach  is  in  terms  as  definite  as  the 
agreement  requires,  and  that  is  sufficient.  If  indeed  there 
is  in  the  agreement  a  fatal  vagueness  and  uncertainty  in 
this  respect,  so  that  it  is  not  capable  of  being  ascertained 
what  the  plaintiff  has  a  right  to  demand  under  it,  then  an 
objection  on  that  ground  would  be  valid;  but  we  must  give 
a  reasonable  construction  to  agreements,  looking  at  the 
language  and  the  apparent  intent  of  the  parties,  and  consi- 
dering at  the  same  time  the  nature  of  the  subject  matter,  in 
order  that  we  may  discern  the  intention.  This  agreement 
is  evidently  not  drawn  by  a  lawyer,  but  it  is  not  obscurely 
expressed,  and  I  do  not  find  any  repugnance  in  it,  or  any 
difficulty,  in  discovering  what  is  meant  by  it.  I  place  this 
construction  on  it :  The  defendant  owned  a  farm,  on  which 
there  was  a  stream  of  water,  which  it  was  supposed  would 
afford  a  mill-site :  the  plaintiff  agreed  with  him  for  permis- 
sion to  occupy  and  use  this  water-privilege  (as  it  is  called), 
and  he  stipulated  that  he  might  be  allowed  so  to  manage 
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it  as  that  he  might  obtaia  22  feet  head  and  fall  of  water, 
overflowing  as  much  of  defendant's  lot  as  might  be  neces- 
sary for  obtaining  that  head,  occupying  as  much  land  as  he 
might  require  for  the  mill  and  appurtenances  and  the  dam, 
and  paying  at  the  rate  of  10s.  per  acre  annually  for  all  the 
land  of  which  the  defendant  might  be  thus  deprived.  I 
consider  the  23  feet  head  and  fall  a  stipulation  insisted  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  to  entitle  him  to  make  use  of  the 
stream  or  power  to  that  extent,  and  consequently  to  occupy 
all  the  land  necessary  for  that  purpose ;  and  I  consider  also, 
that  the  plaintiff,  keeping  within  that  limit,  as  to  height  of 
water,  was  at  liberty,  under  the  agreement,  to  place  the  mill 
on  such  part  of  lot  No.  80  as  he  might  find  best  suited  to 
that  purpose.  Further,  I  think  it  is  evident  that  both  parties 
intended  and  understood  that  plaintiff  might  and  probably 
would  go  to  work  immediately  under  the  agreement,  and 
lay  out  and  build  the  mill  and  form  his  dam,  &c.  though 
he  was  not  bound  to  complete  it  before  January  1832.  It 
would  naturally  occur  to  them  that  if,  as  was  probable,  the 
work  should  be  so  far  advanced  before  January  1831  (the 
time  the  lease  was  to  be  made),  as  that  the  ground  to  be 
occupied  would  be  apparent  and  ascertained,  there  could 
then  be  no  difficulty  in  giving  a  specific  description  in  the 
lease.  If  the  work  should  not  be  so  far  advanced  then, 
either  resort  might  be  had  to  persons  skilled  in  such  matters 
to  make  the  survey  and  take  levels,  and  thus  to  mark  out 
the  ground  required  for  the  mill,  dam,  &c.  which  no  doubt 
it  was  very  possible  to  do ;  or  a  lease  might  be  demanded 
in  the  very  w^ords  of  the  covenant  for  "  all  and  singular  the 
water-privileges,  together  with  what  land  may  be  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  building  the  mill,"  &c.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  if  plaintiff  had  done  nothing  to  fix  the  site  before 
January  1831,  he  might  nevertheless  have  demanded  a 
lease  in  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  and  a  lease  in  those 
terms  would  give  him  the  estate  intended  in  the  lands, 
which  upon  evidence  should  be  shewn  to  be  necessary  for 
the  purposes  contemplated. — Co.  Lit.  6  A.  The  fact  was, 
that  the  plaintiff  did  actually  complete  the  mill  before  the 
1st  January,  1831,  so  that  the  ground  taken  and  to  be  occu- 
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pied  was  ascertained,  and  the  case  being  so,  the  plaintiff 
has  averred  it,  and  consequently  has  set  out  something  cer- 
tain to  refer  to,  if  that  were  necessary,  for  when  he  says  he 
has  built  the  mill,  made  the  dam,  &c.  pursuant  to  the  agree- 
ment, and  required  a  lease  of  the  grounds  necessary,  and 
which  was  used  by  him  for  the  purpose,  &c.  he  refers  to  an 
existing  quantity  of  land,  capable  at  any  lime  of  measure- 
ment, though  it  may  not  have  been  actually  measured ;  and 
besides,  for  all  that  appears,  he  may  have  had  it  measured, 
and  may  have  demanded  a  specific  quantity  of  land — he 
does  not  say  otherwise — his  averment  is  not  inconsistent 
with  that  supposition,  and  I  think  it  does  sufficiently  appear 
in  the  declaration,  at  all  events,  that  the  plaintiff  did  not 
demand  a  lease  of  more  land  than  he  was  entitled  to. 

As  to  the  fourth  ground  moved  in  arrest  of  judgment — 
namely,  that  the  plaintiff  does  not  aver  what  land  was  oc- 
cupied by  plaintiff  under  the  agreement,  nor  that  it  was 
part  of  lot  80 — it  seems  to  be  involved  in  the  preceding 
exception.  The  plaintiff  has  stated  that  in  pursuance  of 
the  agreement  he  built  a  mill  on  lot  No.  80,  and  that  he 
demanded  a  lease  of  the  water  privilege  and  the  land  ne- 
cessary and  used  by  him  ;  and  in  my  opinion  it  sufficiently 
appears  in  the  count,  and  must  be  intended  from  what  is 
stated,  especially  after  verdict,  that  the  ground  occupied 
was  part  of  lot  80,  and  that  of  such  ground  and  no  other 
the  lease  was  demanded  ;  the  third  plea,  and  the  issue 
raised  upon  it,  seem  to  remove  any  ground  for  an  objec- 
tion of  this  kind. 

We  must  next  look  at  the  several  issues  to  be  tried,  and 
see  whether  upon  any  of  them  the  defendant  was  entitled 
to  have  succeeded  upon  the  evidence.  The  plaintiff  has 
taken  issue  upon  all  the  defendant's  pleas.  Clearly  on  the 
issues  raised  on  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  pleas,  the 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to  succeed,  on  the  evidence  given  at 
the  trial,  and  indeed  the  fourth  plea  raises  an  immaterial 
issue  on  which  the  defendant  could  not  receive  judgment 
in  his  favour ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  fifth  plea, 
and  also  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  ;  so  thai  it  is  of  no  con- 
sequence to  discuss  particularly  who  ought  to  have  had  the 


272       king's  bench,  trinity  term,  5  &  6  wm.  iv, 

verdict  on  those  issues.  'There  is  no  condition  precedent 
to  the  giving  of  the  lease,  unless  perhaps  it  be  the  giving 
of  the  bond  mentioned.  If  it  were  necessary  to  apply  the 
evidence  to  these  issues,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  all 
were  not  proved  in  the  plaintilf 's  favour.  Those  upon  the 
fifth  and  sixth  pleas  turn  upon  the  fact  that  the  23  feet  head 
was  not  obtained  without  flowing  back  water  on  the  adjoin- 
mg  lot.  The  plaintiff  states,  in  his  replications,  that  he  did 
erect  on  lot  80  a  good  mill,  so  that  the  said  water  has  23 
feet  head  and  fall,  according  to  the  true  intent  of  the  agree- 
ment, and  I  think  that  was  substantially  proved.  The  in- 
convenience of  trespassing  on  a  neighbour  would  fall  rather 
on  plaintiff  than  on  defendant,  if  the  lease  had  been  given. 
Defendant  agreed  that  the  water  should  be  raised  to  23  feet 
head  and  fall  on  lot  80,  and  it  has  been ;  the  consequences 
are  as  much  to  be  ascribed  to  him  as  to  plaintiff,  for  they 
both  joined  in  the  agreement ;  but,  at  any  rate,  it  is  certainly 
to  no  purpose  to  discuss  this — for  first,  the  building  the  mill 
was  not  a  condition  precedent ;  and  second,  it  cannot  be 
maintained,  on  any  principle,  that  the  circumstance  of  23 
feet  head  being  raised  on  No.  80,  having  the  effect  of  over- 
flowing the  next  lot,  can  bar  the  plaintiff  of  his  right  to 
demand  a  lease,  and  entitle  the  defendant  to  retain  the  mill. 
As  to  the  issue  on  the  seventh  plea,  it  is  an  immaterial  issue, 
for  the  agreement  does  not  restrict  the  plaintiff  to  the  build- 
ing a  mill  only  upon  such  site  as  the  defendant  should  de- 
signate ;  but  if  the  issue  were  material,  there  is  enough 
upon  the  whole  evidence  to  warrant  the  jury  in  finding  for 
the  plaintiff  upon  it,  since  there  is  proof  that  defendant 
suffered  the  mill  to  be  built,  where  it  was,  sometimes  object- 
ing, at  other  times  assenting  impliedly,  by  speaking  appro- 
vingly of  the  mill,  or  by  only  objecting  on  other  grounds. 

Some  exceptions  were  urged  at  the  trial,  and  others  in 
banc,  which  I  have  not  yet  spoken  of — but  they  are  more 
or  less  involved  in  the  grounds  taken  in  arrest  of  judgment. 
The  first  objection  taken  at  the  trial — that  the  declaration 
expanded  the  agreement  beyond  its  true  meaning — has  been 
already  disposed  of.  The  second  objection  applies  to  the 
issue  upon  the  third  plea,  upon  which  it  is  said  the  defen- 


ROWAND  V.  TYLER. 


273 


dant  ought  to  have  succeeded,  because  the  plaintiff  did  not 
prove  that  a  v^^ritten  lease  was  tendered  for  execution,  but 
the  agreement  does  not  require  that  the  plaintiff  should  pre- 
pare or  tender  the  lease — the  defendant  binds  himself  to 
demise,  let,  &c.  by  a  good  and  sufficient  deed ;  and,  besides, 
the  defendant  refused  altogether  to  comply  ,  upon  terms 
which  dispensed  with  the  tendering  of  any  lease.  He 
declared  he  never  would  make  a  lease  of  the  premises 
claimed.  The  plaintiff  was,  I  think,  under  no  necessity  of 
averring  that  he  tendered  a  lease  to  be  executed,  and  in  his 
pleading  he  has  not  done  so.  He  states  only  that  he 
requested  the  defendant  to  demise,  &c.  according  to  the 
agreement.  The  necessity,  therefore,  of  proving  a  lease  ten- 
dered for  execution  was  not  imposed  either  by  the  agree- 
ment or  the  plaintiff's  pleading.  Whether  the  objection 
was  made  at  the  trial,  under  the  idea  that  it  extended  to 
bar  the  plaintiff's  right  to  recover,  I  am  not  aware,  but  at 
all  events  it  cannot,  1  think,  be  supported. 

The  third  objection  taken  at  the  trial  was,  that  a  lease 
was  never  legally  demanded,  for  that  the  defendant  was 
required  to  lease  to  Hollinshead  as  assignee,  and  not  to 
plaintiff,  to  whom  alone  he  was  bound  to  demise.  If  this 
objection  were  well  founded  in  point  of  legal  effect,  the  facts 
do  not  support  it,  for  one  of  the  witnesses  proved  that, 
according  to  his  recoUeciion,  Hollinshead  exhibited  a 
power  of  attorney  from  Rowand  (the  plaintiff)  and  de- 
manded of  defendant  to  give  him  a  lease  in  plaintiff's 
name.  The  refusal  of  defendant  however  was  placed  on 
other  grounds.  He  would  make  a  lease  to  no  one  of  the 
lands  required.  The  refusal  extended  to  plaintiff  as  well 
as  Hollinshead.  The  objections  to  the  evidence  moved  in 
term  were  none  of  them  distinct  from  those  moved  at  the 
trial  or  in  arrest  of  judgment,  but  were  all  of  them  included 
in  one  or  the  other. 

It  remains  to  be  determined  whether  the  verdict  should 
be  set  aside  for  excessive  damages  or  for  the  non-production 
of  the  original  agreement  at  the  trial.  The  damages  given 
by  the  jury  seem  to  have  been  intended  to  give  to  the  plain- 
tiff or  his  assignee  a  mere  recompence  for  the  money  and 
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labour  expended  in  building  the  mill,  of  which  the  defen- 
dant persists  in  retaining  possession,  and  I  can  see  no  just 
ground  for  not  granting  the  indemnity  to  the  full  extent. 
Defendant  saw  the  mill  built — did  not  forbid  it- — ^and,  for 
aught  that  1  can  see,  should  have  made  the  lease  required. 
The  pretence  that  the  dam  backed  water  upon  Kennedy's 
land  is  not,  I  think,  entitled  to  consideration,  because  if  that 
had  been  found  to  create  an  obstacle  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  mill,  it  could  have  been  but  a  partial  obstacle,  not  a 
decisive  impediment;  the  loss  too  would  have  been  mainly 
the  loss  of  Hollinshead,  not  of  defendant ;  and,  lastly, 
Hollinshead,  as  it  appears,  had  provided  against  it  by  com- 
promising with  Kennedy,  so  that  upon  the  evidence,  the  jury 
I  think,  would  not  have  acted  discreetly  if  they  had  deducted 
anything  from  the  damages  to  be  given  upon  that  ground. 
As  to  the  non-production  of  the  original  agreement — we 
cannot  but  feel  that  an  objection  upon  that  ground  ought 
not  to  be  given  way  to,  unless  upon  principle  and  authority, 
it  is  so  clearly  fatal,  that  even  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  we  have  no  discretion.  It  is  certainly  broadly 
laid  down  in  the  books  that  where  a  plaintiff  declares  upon 
a  deed  with  a  profert  in  curiam^  nothing  can  dispense  with 
its  production.  The  cases  in  the  margin  fully  support  the 
principle.— 4  Ea.  585;  2  Campb.  557;  1  Stark,  N.  P.  C.  74. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  that  in  two  of  these  cases  the  plaintiff 
declared  with  a  profert  in  curiam^  when,  at  the  time  of 
declaring,  the  deed  was  not  in  his  possession  or  in  his 
power;  but  in  this  case  the  plaintiff  declared  rightly  with 
a  profert  in  curiam^  for  he  did  bring  the  deed  into  court  on 
the  first  trial,  and  placed  it  in  the  custody  of  ' the  court, 
where  it  must  be  presumed  to  be  still,  for  all  that  is  shewn 
is  that  it  has  not  been  found.  We  had  it  judicially  before 
us  upon  the  former  trial  of  this  cause.  It  was  found  upon 
the  issue  of  non  est  factum  to  be  the  deed  of  the  defendant. 
Arguments  were  heard  in  banc,  which  turned  wholly  upon 
an  alleged  release  of  the  agreement,  which  of  course  were 
unnecessary  and  irrelevant,  until  the  agreement  itself  had 
been  legally  proved.  Upon  a  point  turning  upon  the  release 
solely  and  not  upon  the  agreement,  relief  was  afforded  to 
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the  defendant  upon  the  former  verdict,  and  a  new  trial  was 
granted,  with  liberty  to  the  defendant  to  plead  any  new 
defence  instead  of  his  plea  of  release,  which  was  set  aside. 
The  agreement  meanwhile  was  in  the  power  and  posses- 
sion of  the  court,  not  of  either  party.  Still  I  cannot  say 
that  a  legal  necessity  did  not  in  strictness  remain  for  proving 
the  issue  of  non  est  factum  before  the  second  jury,  in  the 
same  manner  as  upon  the  first  trial ;  but  after  the  proceed* 
ings  which  have  been  had  in  the  cause,  to  take  such  an 
objection  in  such  a  stage  was  certainly  rigid,  and  should 
not  be  countenanced  further  than  the  court  are  absolutely 
bound.  I  think  in  this  case  we  ought  not  to  give  effect  to 
it,  because  it  was  not  distinctly  raised  upon  the  trial.  The 
defendant's  counsel  had  told  the  plaintiff's  counsel  he  would 
admit  the  execution  of  the  agreement,  but  at  the  same  time 
staled  he  would  find  that  not  sufficient,  or  some  expression 
of  that  kind,  not  however  explaining  his  objection  or  plainly 
declaring  that  he  meant  to  exact  the  production  of  the 
original  agreement,  which  was  mutually  understood  to  have 
been  mislaid.  The  parties  proceed  to  trial,  and  then  the 
objection  is  taken  to  the  secondary  evidence  produced,  not 
however  explaining  that  the  exception  was  made  against  , 
the  production  of  any  secondary  evidence — the  cause  was 
allowed  to  proceed,  the  exact  nature  of  the  plaintiff's  objec- 
tion never  having  been  precisely  declared  or  understood, 
and  the  defendant  having  in  fact  been  intentionally  silent 
on  that  point,  as  was  avowed  in  the  argument  last  term. 
The  judge  overruled  the  objection,  thinking  the  evidence 
good  secondary  evidence,  and  supposing  and  being  left  to 
suppose  that  that  was  the  whole  extent  of  the  question 
intended  to  be  raised ;  and  he  might  well  think  so,  for  he 
heard  the  defendant's  counsel  admit  the  agreement  in  court, 
and  heard  him  reason  to  the  jury  upon  its  contents  and  its 
legal  effect,  and  examine  witnesses  in  relation  to  what  had 
been  done  under  it.  This  being  so,  1  think  we  are  entitled 
to  say,  that  as  there  is  certainly  not  the  least  degree  of  merit 
in  the  objection,  if  the  party  meant  to  avail  himself  of  it  he 
should  have  taken  his  ground  distinctly  at  the  trial,  and 
stated  his  exception  not  ambiguously  but  specifically.  If 
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he  had  done  so,  we  must  have  decided  now  as  we  might 
think  the  judge  ought  to  have  decided  at  Nisi  Prius  ;  but 
we  are  not  compelled  to  give  way  to  technical  objections 
not-  bearing  upon  the  justice  of  the  case,  unless  they  were 
taken  at  the  trial,  and  were  such  as  ought  to  have  prevailed 
there.  Had  the  objections  which  the  defendant's  counsel 
had  in  view,  but  did  not  state,  been  announced  at  the  trial, 
it  is  possible  it  might  have  been  found  capable  of  being 
cured  by  amendment,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  rather 
than  allow  such  an  objection,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
defeat  the  ends  of  justice,  we  ought  to  suffer  the  record  to 
be  amended  now ;  but  I  think  we  are  not  obliged  to  enter- 
tain the  objection,  and  therefore  upon  this  point,  as  well  as 
upon  the  others  which  have  been  moved,  I  am  of  opinion 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  I  think  the  postea  should  be  awarded 
to  him. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.,  of  the  same  opinion. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Doe  ex  dem.  Neilson  v.  Gilchrist. 

Where  evidence  was  given  to  shew  that  a  deed  had  been  procured  by  fraud,  and 
the  jury  ne;^atived  the  fraud,  but  there  seemed  great  dnubt  as  to  the  correct- 
ness of  their  iinding,  a  new  trial  was  granted  on  payment  of  costs. 

Ejectment  for  the  north  part  of  No.  5,  fourth  concession 
of  Ernesttown.  The  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  made  title  under 
a  conveyance  to  him  from  Peter  Gilchrist,  dated  20th  Sep- 
tember 1833,  and  he  proved  Peter  Gilchrist  to  be  in  posses- 
sion as  owner  at  the  time  he  conveyed.  The  deed  conveys 
35  acres,  the  north  end  of  the  lot,  describing  it  by  metes  and 
bounds.  The  grantor  executed  it  by  affixing  his  mark  and 
seal,  and  the  deed  is  witnessed  by  John  B.  Fralich  and 
Abraham  Neilson.  For  the  defendant,  it  was  attempted  to 
be  proved  that  the  deed  was  obtained  fraudulently.  The 
grantor,  Gilchrist,  is  a  man  of  very  advanced  age  (96  years 
old),  who  has  not  ordinarily  transacted  business  for  many 
years  past ;  he  was  proved  not  to  have  lost  his  faculties, 
but  to  be  capable  of  being  made  to  understand  any  ordinary 
matter,  if  carefully  explained  to  him ;  he  had  a  son,  William, 
who  lived  with  him  on  a  part  of  this  lot,  and  had  done  so 
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for  more  than  26  years,  taking  care  of  the  old  man  and  find- 
ing him  with  necessaries  ;  he  had  also  another  son,  Duncan, 
and  a  grandson,  Peter,  who,  by  the  old  man's  permission, 
occupied  a  part  of  this  same  lot.  On  the  23rd  November, 
1826,  a  deed  had  been  taken  from  the  old  man,  Peter  Gil- 
christ, to  one  Samuel  Neilson,  father  of  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintifT,  for  10  acres  of  the  north  end  of  this  same  lot,  which 
had  been  sold  to  him  through  the  agency  of  William  Gil- 
christ. This  deed,  like  the  other,  is  subscribed  by  the 
grantor,  by  affixing  his  mark.  It  was  never  registered  ; 
and  it  appears  that  Samuel  Neilson^  having  afterwards 
sold  these  10  acres  to  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  ^William 
Gilchrist  bargained  with  the  latter  to  sell  him  25  acres  more 
of  the  north  end  of  the  lot,  -and  the  deed  was  drawn  out 
which  the  lesssor  of  the  plaintifT  advances  in  this  action 
as  his  title,  purporting  to  be  a  conveyance  from  Peter  Gil- 
christ, senior,  to  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  for  35  acres  of 
the  north  end.  This  deed  w^as  tak<en  to  the  old  man  to  be 
executed  by  him — William  Gilchrist,  the  lessor  of  the  plain- 
tiff, and  the  tw^o  subscribing  witnesses,  being  present — and 
he  was  told  that  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  having  bought 
the  ten  acres  of  his  father,  whose  deed  had  never  been  re- 
gistered, he  wished  to  take  the  title  direct  from  him  (Peter 
Gilchrist),  to  save  the  expense  of  registry.  An  offer  was 
made  to  read  the  deed  to  the  old  man,  but  he  waived  it,  and 
signed  the  deed,  never  having  been  informed,  as  it  appeared, 
that  the  deed  included  25  acres  besides  the  10,  and  never 
having  been  told  of  the  bargain  which  his  son  William  had 
made  with  Joseph  Neilson  for  those  25  acres.  The  fair 
inference  from  the  evidence  seems,  that  Gilchrist  signed 
the  deed  under  the  impression  that  it  conveyed  ten  acres 
and  no  more,  and  what  was  said  to  him  by  the  grantee  was 
calculated  to  pr<3duce  that  impression. 

On  the  other  side,  it  was  sworn  by  William  Gilchrist  that 
the  old  man  had  entrusted  him  to  make  similar  bargains, 
and  had  ratified  them  ;  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  if  he 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  explain  this  transaction  to  him,  he 
would  have  made  no  difficulty  about  executing  this  deed  ; 
but  it  was  not  explained  to  him,  and  the  grantee  stated  un- 
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truly  the  object  and  contents  of  this  deed,  while  the  others 
stood  by  and  allowed  the  old  man  to  act  under  the  false 
impression  so  produced.  Some  time  after  the  deed  was 
obtained,  William  Gilchrist  informed  his  father  of  what  it 
contained,  and  then  it  is  stated  he  was  displeased,  and 
made  a  deed  to  his  son  Duncan  of  the  25  acres. 

Besides  excepting  to  the  title  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff, 
on  the  ground  of  imposition  in  procuring  the  deed,  the  de- 
fendant gave  in  evidence  a  deed  dated  22nd  April,  1833 — 
from  Peter  Gilchrist,  senior,  to  his  son  William — of  the 
whole  farm,  190  acres,  including  the  25  acres  for  which 
the  action  is  brought — which  deed  was  not  registered  till 
4th  November,  1833.  It  purports  to  be  made  for  a  money 
consideration  of  1001. ;  and  it  was  contended  that  from  this 
deed  it  appeared  that  the  fee  was  out  of  Peter  Gilchrist  at 
the  time  of  his  making  the  deed  to  the  lessor  of  the  plain- 
tiff of  the  35  acres,  upon  which  this  action  is  brought. 
This  deed,  it  was  explained,  was  not  in  fact  made  upon 
any  money  consideration  paid  or  to  be  paid,  but  was  given 
in  consideration  that  William  Gilchrist  had  and  would  sup- 
port and  take  care  of  his  father  and  other  members  of  the 
family.  No  bond  or  security,  however,  of  any  kind  had  been 
given  for  assuring  future  maintenance  to  the  old  man — nor 
was  evidence  given  of  any  previous  debt  being  acknow- 
ledged to  be  due  by  him  to  William,  on  any  account.  It 
was  stated  by  William  Gilchrist,  that  not  having  registered 
this  deed  he  was  induced  to  apply  to  his  father  to  convey 
the  35  acres  direct,  instead  of  making  the  deed  himself — 
but  he  did  not  account  for  his  not  having  registered  or  cho- 
sen to  register  the  conveyance  for  the  valuable  property — 
nor  why,  having  delayed  it  till  November,  he  chose  to  re- 
gister it  then — since  the  same  expense  of  registry  incurred 
before  he  took  the  deed  from  his  father  to  Neilson,  of  the  35 
acres,  would  have  answered  all  purposes,  and  prevented  the 
necessity  of  the  disingenuous  practice  that  seems  to  have 
been  resorted  to  in  obtaining  that  deed.  On  the  part  of  the 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  it  was  maintained,  that  the  fact  of  the 
old  man  having  actually  conveyed  the  title  in  the  land  to 
William  Gilchrist,  as  the  defendant  had  shewn,  repelled  the 


DOE  EX  DEM.    NEILSON   T.  GILCHRIST.  279 


idea  of  any  imposition  being  intended  in  taking  this  deed 
for  35  acre^i,  since  it  shewed  that  in  fact  he  had  meant  to 
part  with  all  beneficial  interest  in  the  property — and  there- 
fore, although  from  the  omission  to  register  the  deed  to  his 
soji  he  might  still  hold  the  legal  title,  it  was  not  reasonable 
to  suppose  he  could  have  objected  to  any  disposition  which 
William  might  make  of  it.  From  thence  it  was  agreed 
that  the  forbearing  to  explain  to  hum  what  the  deed  to  Wil- 
son really  did  contain,  could  not  tiave  been  from  a  fraudu- 
lent motive.  The  Chief  Justice,  who  tried  the  cause,  told 
the  jury  that  if  they  were  of  opinion  that  when  the  old  man 
executed  the  deed  of  35  acres,  he  was  designedly  led  to 
believe  that  he  was  only  conveying  the  ten  acres  formerly 
sold,  they  should  find  for  the  defendant,  notwithstanding 
an  offer  was  made  to  read  it  to  him,  and  notwithstanding 
it  might  be  thought  he  had  no  interest  in  the  land  ;  for  he 
should  have  been  allowed  to  judge  whether  he  would  make 
a  conveyance  or  not,  and  should  not  have  been  deceived 
as  to  the  contents  of  the  deed  he  was  asked  to  sign.  That 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  no  intention  to  keep  him  in 
ignorance  of  the  truth,  either  on  the  part  of  William  Gil- 
christ or  Joseph  Neilson,  then  the  not  reading  the  deed  to 
the  old  man  would  not  signify,  although  he  was  illiterate, 
because  they  offered  to  read  it  to  him.  The  jury  found  for 
the  plaintiff. 

A  rule  nisi  to  set  aside  the  verdict  was  obtained  last 
Michaelmas  term,  and  was  argued  in  Easter  term  by  Bid- 
well  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Sullivan  for  the  defendant. 

Robinson,  C.  J.,  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  court. 

My  own  impression  at  the  trial  was  against  the  validity 
of  the  deed  for  the  35  acres,  and  I  did  not  expect  that  the 
jury  would  have  found  it  to  be  fairly  obtained  ;  I  expected 
that  their  verdict  would  have  been  for  the  defendant,  and 
thinking  so,  I  did  not  apply  myself  so  particularly  as  I 
should  otherwise  have  done  to  that  part  of  the  case  which 
respected  the  prior  conveyance  of  the  whole  190  acres  given 
to  William  Gilchrist. 

Unquestionably,  if  that  deed,  though  not  registered,  was 
valid — unsupported  too  as  it  was  by  any  money  considera- 
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tion — it  did  vest  the  estate  in  William,  and  disable  Peter 
Gilchrist  from  conveying  the  35  acres  by  the  deed  of  Sep- 
tember, 1833  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  be  considered 
that  the  person  in  whom  it  would  have  vested  the  title 
(William  G.)  was  the  very  person  who  subsequently  sold 
the  25  acres  to  Joseph  Neilson,  and  received  the  considera- 
tion for  it,  and  at  whose  instance  the  deed  was  taken  from 
the  old  man  ;  in  substance  and  eifect  the  title  was  derived 
from  him  to  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  as  he  could  not 
be  allowed  afterwards  to  defeat  that  title  by  shewing  that  he 
was  seised  of  the  property  himself,  so  a  stranger  cannot  set 
it  up  to  defeat  the  same  title.  In  this  point  of  view,  it  is 
perhaps  as  well  that  stress  was  not  laid  upon  the  effect  of 
that  deed  ;  and  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied  that  all  was  fair 
in  respect  to  that  conveyance. 

But  still  the  question  remains,  whether  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  upon  the  validity  of  the  lessor  of  plaintiff's  deed  for 
the  35  acres,  is  consistent  with  the  evidence.  I  did  not  at 
the  trial,  and  do  not  at  present,  feel  satisfied  with  the  trans- 
action. Its  whole  complexion  I  think  unfavorable.  The 
deed  for  190  acres,  instead  of  removing  any  cause  of  sus- 
picion, tends  in  my  mind  to  excite  further  doubts  whether 
there  has  not  been  a  combination  to  impose  upon  the  weak- 
ness of  this  very  aged  person.  I  am  not  satisfied  whether 
all  was  right  in  obtaining  that  deed ;  and  as  great  care  should 
be  shewn  by  courts  of  justice  in  protecting  persons  circum- 
stanced as  this  old  man  seems  to  have  been,  and  in  discou- 
raging attempts  to  inveigle  them  into  conveyances  of  their 
property,  I  think  the  ends  of  justice  require  that  a  new  trial 
should  be  granted  on  payment  of  costs,  so  that  the  parties 
may  come  fully  prepared  to  lay  open  before  another  jury 
all  the  particulars  of  these  very  questionable  transactions. 

Sherwood  and  Macaulay,  J.  J.,  concurred. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute  on  payment  of  costs. 
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Radenhurst  v.  McLean  &  McPherson. 

Where  an  attorney  directed  a  sheriff  not  to  give  up  the  goods  of  A.,  seized 
under  an  attachment  as  the  goods  of  B — Held,  that  he  became  a  trespasser  by- 
such  direction. 

In  this  case,  McLean,  the  sheriff  of  the  Midland  District, 
and  McPherson,  the  attorney  lor  one  Robertson,  in  a  suit 
against  one  McKenzie,  were  sued  as  trespassers  for  having 
seized  goods  to  a  large  amount  upon  an  attachment  which 
Robertson  had  sued  out  against  McKenzie  ;  which  goods, 
it  is  alleged,  were  the  property  of  Radenhurst,  the  plaintiff. 
Tt  appeared  in  evidence  that  McKenzie  was  a  merchant 
usually  resident  in  Kingston,  who  had  also  a  retail  shop  in 
the  town  of  Hallowell  kept  by  clerks  in  his  employment. 
He  became  involved  in  debt,  and  the  plaintiff,  who  is  a 
clerk  to  Mr.  McGill,  a  merchant  in  Montreal,  was  sent  up 
to  Hallowell  in  October  1833  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
security  for  the  debt.  McKenzie  agreed  with  him  there, 
to  make  an  assignment  to  him  of  all  his  goods  remaining 
on  hand,  upon  trust,  to  dispose  of  the  same  and  to  divide 
the  proceeds  ratably  among  his  creditors,  whose  names 
were  inserted  in  the  instrument  drawn  up  on  the  occasion. 
An  inventory  was  taken  of  the  goods  and  annexed  to  the 
assignment.  The  papers  were  drawn  up  by  a  gentleman 
of  the  bar,  Mr.  Fairfield,  and  executed  in  his  presence. 
A  symbolical  delivery  took  place  of  the  goods,  and  Raden- 
hurst constituted  one  Smith,  a  magistrate  living  in  Hallo- 
well, his  agent,  empowering  him  to  superintend  the  disposal 
of  the  goods  and  manage  them  to  the  best  advantage.  For 
some  days  after  this  the  shop  remained  closed,  as  Robertson, 
one  of  the  clerks  who  had  charge  under  McKenzie,  was  dis- 
missed for  some  fault  found  with  him.  Afterwards  an- 
other clerk  named  Cunningham,  who  had  been  in  the 
service  of  McKenzie  in  the  same  shop,  was  placed  in  charge 
by  Smith  by  recommendation  of  McKenzie,  and  the  busi« 
ness  went  on  as  usual.  The  sign  of  McKenzie  was  not 
taken  down  ;  the  accounts,  it  appeared,  were  kept  in  the 
same  form  as  before  the  assignment ;  and  a  customer  who 
continued  to  deal  from  that  time  until  Christmas  at  the  shop, 
swore  he  was  not  aware  of  any  change  having  taken  place. 
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The  proceeds  were  paid  over  by  Cunningham  to  Smith. 
Radenhurst,  after  the  completion  of  the  transfer,  left  Hallo- 
well,  and  took  no  further  steps  personally  in  the  matter, 
either  by  notifying  the  creditors,  named  in  the  bill  of  sale, 
of  the  trust  that  had  been  created  in  their  favor,  or  doing 
any  other  act,  so  far  as  the  facts  appeared  in  evidence. 
McKenzie  returned  to  Kingston,  and  was  not  shown  to  have 
afterwards  gone  to  Hallowell  or  assumed  any  control  over 
the  business  there.  Robertson,  the  clerk  to  McKenzie,  was 
aware  of  the  assignment  to  Radenhurst  at  the  time  it  was 
made,  and  witnessed  the  delivery  of  the  goods.  He  was 
the  brother  and  agent  (as  it  appears  by  the  affidavits  filed 
since  the  trial),  of  Kenneth  Robertson,  the  plaintiff  in  the 
attachment,  who  was  included  in  the  assignment  as  one  of 
the  creditors  who  were  to  share  ratably  in  the  proceeds  of 
the  goods.  It  was  not  shewn  that  either  through  his  brother 
or  by  Radenhurst,  or  in  any  other  manner,  this  Robertson 
had  been  made  aware  of  the  assignment ;  and  in  January 
1834  he  sued  out  an  attachment  against  the  goods  of 
McKenzie,  who  had,  it  seems,  absconded  in  the  meantime. 
Upon  this  attachment,  one  Maguire,  a  sheriff's  bailiff, 
seized  the  goods  in  the  shop  where  they  remained  exposed 
for  sale  and  in  the  course  of  being  sold,  under  the  imme- 
diate charge  of  Cunningham  and  a  young  lad  who  had  also 
been  in  MoKenzie's  service,  and  the  occasional  superinten- 
dence of  Smith, — the  appearances  to  the  world  being  the 
same  in  all  respects  as  before  the  assignment.  Upon  the 
seizure  being  made,  and  before  any  of  the  goods  were 
removed,  Smith  interposed,  and  both  he  and  Fairfield 
remonstrated  with  Maguire  and  with  McPherson  the  attor- 
ney, shewing  the  latter  the  bill  of  sale,  of  which  it  seems 
he  had  before  been  apprized.  McPherson  read  the  assign- 
ment, but  would  not  authorize  the  bailiff  to  relinquish  the 
seizure.  On  the  contrary,  he  declared  that  he  considered 
the  whole  a  sham,  and  that  he  would  proceed  as  he  had 
begun,  and  he  desired  the  bailiff  to  do  his  duty.  After- 
wards the  deputy  sheriff  sent  him  a  note  by  his  bailiff, 
expressing  his  willingness  or  desire  to  give  up  the  goods 
if  McPherson  had  no  objection ;  but  McPherson  forbade  the 
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goods  being  given  up,  and  said  he  would  prosecute  the 
sheriff  if  he  restored  them.  Upon  this  evidence  the  jury, 
under  the  direction  which  the  Chief  Justice  gave  them, 
found  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  value  of  the  goods  included  in 
the  inventory  annexed  to  the  bill  of  sale  to  Radenhurst, 
deducting  the  value  of  the  goods  stated  to  have  been  sold 
in  the  meantime.  The  question  whether  the  assignment 
was  bona  fide  or  a  merely  colorable  transaction  intended 
to  cover  the  property  from  McKenzie's  creditors,  upon  an 
understanding  between  the  parties  contrary  to  what  the 
deed  imported,  was  expressly  submitted  to  the  jury.  It 
was  made  a  question  whether  McPherson  had  incurred  any 
liability  by  the  course  which  he  had  taken ;  but  the  Chief 
Justice  told  the  jury  that  he  was  liable  if  the  seizure  was 
unlawful,  inasmuch  as  he  had  recognized  it,  and  shewn 
himself  determined  to  adhere  to  it  and  abide  by  it.  A 
legal  objection  was  taken  to  the  sufficiency  of  proof  of  the 
authority  from  the  sheriff  to  Maguire,  as  bailiff,  from  the 
peculiar  manner  in  which  the  warrant  was  executed — 
namely,  by  a  person  who  usually  wrote  as  a  clerk  in  the 
deputy  sheriff's  office,  and  who  was  in  the  habit,  as  he  said, 
of  signing  the  deputy  sheriff's  name  with  his  general  per- 
mission, to  papers  of  this  kind.  However,  as  the  deputy 
sheriff  had  recognized  the  seizure,  the  Chief  Justice  over- 
ruled the  objection. 

In  Michaelmas  Term  last,  the  Solicitor  General,  on  be- 
half of  the  defendants,  moved  to  set  aside  this  verdict,  and 
for  new  trial,  arguing  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
McPherson  was  not  liable,  and  producing  affidavits  to  shew 
that  since  the  trial  it  had  been  discovered  that  Smith  gave 
receipts  for  the  monies  paid  over  to  him  by  Cunningham, 
in  the  name  of  McKenzie,  and  that  after  this  action  was 
brought  he  got  up  these  receipts  and  gave  others  differently 
expressed,  and  that  McPherson  was  disabled  by  illness 
from  attending  at  the  trial,  as  well  as  Maguire,  whose  evi- 
dence was  stated  to  be  important.  Bidwell  shewed  cause, 
and  now  judgment  was  given. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — Upon  a  mature  consideration  of  the 
case,  it  is  determined  that  the  rule  for  a  new  trial  shall  be 
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made  absolute  on  payment  of  costs.    My  brothers,  for  rea- 
sons which  they  will  probably  explain,  are  not  either  of 
them  fully  satisfied  that  the  plaintiff's  recovery  is  consis- 
tent with  the  law  and  justice  of  the  case.     Doubts  are 
entertained  by  one  of  my  learned  brothers  upon  the  point 
of  McPherson's  liability  under  the  facts  proved,  and  the 
general  complexion  of  the  case  is,  in  the  view  of  my  other 
learned  brother,  more  strongly  indicative  oi  mala  fides  than 
I  consider  it  to  be  ;  and  I  infer  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  the  i 
case  should  have  gone  to  the  jury  with  observations  more 
decided  against  the  apparent  fairness  of  the  transaction  than 
I  can  state  mine  to  have  been.    I  cannot  conscientiously 
say  that,  upon  the  evidence  given,  I  view  the  case  now  in 
a  light  more  unfavorable  for  the  plaintiff  than  I  did  at  the 
trial.    1  continue  of  the  opinion  that,  upon  the  facts  and 
declarations  proved,  McPherson  was  legally  liable  as  well 
as  the  sheriff, — :and,  indeed,  with  more  reason  than  the 
sheriff,  if  the  goods  were  in  fact  not  the  goods  of  McKenzie. 
And  upon  the  other  point,  whether  the  assignment  was 
hona  fide  or  colorable,  it  was  left  to  the  jury  to  determine, 
under  an  impression  however,  which  I  certainly  did  enter- 
tain at  the  trial,  and  still  do  entertain,  that  there  was  no 
secret  trust — no  fraudulent  design  or  unfair  contrivance. 
There  were  certainly  several  circumstances  proved  which 
the  law  warrants  us  to  regard  with  suspicion  ;  but  they 
were  susceptible  of  explanation  :  and  a  consideration  of  the 
whole  case  left  no  strong  impression  upon  my  mind  that 
the  assignment  was  otherwise  than  real,  open  and  faiijg  In 
that  respect  I  am  not  dissatisfied  with  the  finding  of  the 
jury.    A  new  fact  is  brought  before  us  in  the  affidavits 
filed — namely,  that  Smith  gave  receipts  to  Cunningham  for 
the  money  obtained  from  the  sale  of  the  goods,  in  which 
receipts  he  expressed  the  money  to  be  paid  to  him  on  the 
account  of  McKenzie  ;  and  that  after  this  action  was  brought 
he  got  back  these  receipts  and  gave  others  in  a  different 
lorm,  expressing  the  money  to  be  paid  to  him  on  account 
of  the  creditors.    This  fact,  it  is  sworn,  was  not  discovered 
till  after  the  trial;  and  McPherson  applies  for  a  new  trial 
on  the  further  ground,  that  he  was  disabled  by  illness  from 
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attending  the  trial,  and  he  states  what  passed  between 
himself  and  the  bailiff'  Maguire  in  a  manner  very  different 
from  the  account  given  at  the  trial.  Maguire  was  not  him- 
self examined  at  the  trial,  being  dangerously  ill  at  the  time. 
Without  going  further  into  the  statement  respecting  the 
receipts  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  met — as  it  is  desira- 
ble it  should  go  to  the  jury  without  prejudice  upon  another 
trial — I  will  only  add  that  I  do  not  think  it  fit,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  that  a  verdict  for  so  large  a  sum 
should  be  confirmed  when  a  majority  of  the  court  entertain 
ddubts  respecting  its  propriety,  though  not  upon  the  same 
grounds ;  and  in  consequence  of  these  doubts,  as  well  as 
upon  account  of  the  illness  of  one  of  the  defendants  and  of 
Maguire,  w^hich  materially  strengthens  our  inclination  to 
grant  a  rehearing,  or  allow  a  new  trial  on  payment  of  costs. 

Sherwood,  J. — I  am  of  opinion  the  assignment  of  the 
goods  to  the  plaintiff,  as  trustee  for  the  creditors  of 
McKenzie  and  for  their  benefit,  was  legal,  according  to  the 
decisions  in  8  T.  R.  621,  8  D.  &  R.  95,  and  2  Ch.  Rep.  564; 
and  therefore  I  have  no  doubt  the  action  might  have  been 
sustained  against  the  sheriff  alone ;  but  I  incline  to  think 
the  attorney,  Mr.  McPherson,  is  not  liable  under  the  evi- 
dence given  at  the  trial.  It  was  not  proved  the  attorney 
gave  any  order  or  direction  to  the  sheriff,  or  to  his  officer, 
to  seize  the  goods  under  the  attachment  in  favor  of  Robinson. 
After  they  were  seized  by  the  sheriff,  he  refused  his  consent 
on  the  part  of  his  client  to  the  giving  up  possession  of  them 
by  the  sheriff,  and  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  if  the  goods 
w^ere  given  up  he  would  prosecute  the  sheriff,  and  that  the 
officer  should  go  on  and  do  his  duty.  Now  it  is  very  clear 
that  McPherson  did  not  command,  aid,  or  assist  in  the 
seizing  of  the  goods,  and  therefore,  if  he  be  liable  to  this 
action,  it  must  be  upon  the  principle  that  he  agreed  to  the 
seizure  after  it  was  made,  and  thereby  adopted  the  act  of 
the  sheriff  as  his  own  act,  which  is  contended  to  be  tanta- 
mount to  a  command  to  do  the  act.  The  rule  of  law  which 
makes  a  subsequent  assent  to  a  trespass  the  same  as  a  prior 
command,  is  not  so  broad  as  to  embrace  the  present  case, 
according  to  my  view  of  it.    In  4  Inst.  317,  it  is  said  that 
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"  by  the  common  law^  he  that  receiveth  a  trespasser  and 
agreeth  to  the  trespass,  is  no  trespasser,  unless  the  trespass 
were  done  to  his  use  and  for  his  benefit,  and  then  his  agree- 
ment subsequent  amounteth  to  a  commandment."  Haw- 
kins, 2  c.  29,  §  4,  says,  "  It  seems  agreed  that  whosoever 
agrees  to  a  trespass  on  lands  or  goods  done  to  his  use  be- 
comes a  principal  in  it."  I  think  it  cannot  properly  be 
said  that  McPherson  subsequently  agreed  to  the  trespass 
for  his  own  benefit,  because  he  was  acting  for  his  client  at 
the  time  and  not  for  himself;  and  I  cannot  say  he  went 
beyond  the  hne  of  his  duty  in  expressing  his  opinion  in 
favor  of  the  seizure  by  virtue  of  the  attachment,  or  in  can- 
didly slating  his  intention  of  prosecuting  the  sheriff  ]f  he 
gave  up  the  goods ;  and  looking  at  all  the  circumstances 
of  this  case  as  detailed  in  evidence,  I  am  not  surprised 
that  the  attorney  for  Robinson  entertained  an  opinion 
against  the  fairness  of  the  transaction;  and  indeed,  had  not 
the  verdict  of  the  jury  negatived  the  existence  of  fraud,  I 
should  think  the  arrangement  between  the  plaintiff  and 
McKenzie  rather  questionable  in  its  appearance  and  man- 
ner of  execution,  and  therefore  conclude  the  attorney 
honestly  thought  it  was  illegal.  There  is  an  essential  dif- 
ference, in  my  opinion,  between  the  ordering  or  directing 
of  an  attorney  to  do  a  certain  act,  and  the  giving  an  opinion 
in  favor  of  another  person's  act,  or  professionally  endeavor- 
ing to  sustain  the  legality  of  an  act  done  by  another.  If 
an  attorney  order  an  act  to  be  done  for  the  use  of  his  client, 
he  is  considered  in  law  as  much  an  actor  as  his  client,  and 
equally  liable  in  damages  if  the  act  be  illegal,  as  appears 
by  the  cases  of  Barker  v.  Braham  et  al,  3  Wil.  368,  and 
Stevens  et  al  v.  Elwal,  4  M.  &  S.  259;  but  I  find  no  case 
which  goes  the  length  of  establishing  that  an  attorney  acting 
professionally  would  be  liable  as  a  trespasser  for  subse- 
quently endeavoring  to  support  the  legality  of  a  person's 
act  in  which  he  had  no  agency  i  and,  upon  principle,  I  am 
not  satisfied  that  any  such  action  would  lie.  My  present 
impression  is  that  it  would  not,  and  the  remarks  of  Lord 
Kenyon  in  Sedley  v.  Sutherland  et  al,  3  Esp.  202,  which 
were  incidently  made  in  the  course  of  that  trial,  have  a 
tendency  to  strengthen  the  impression. 
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Mr.  McPherson  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  volunteer 
in  any  part  of  the  traneajlion.  He  did  not  go  to  the  office 
and  request  him  not  to  give  up  the  possession  of  the  goods, 
but  the  officer  came  to  him  to  ask  his  consent,  which  he 
declined  giving,  but  said  the  officer  should  go  on  and  do 
his  duty.  He  gave  no  directions  for  the  disposal  or  the 
custody  of  the  goods,  but  only  insisted  in  general  terms  on 
the  officer  doing  his  duly.  After  the  finding  of  the  jury  in 
this  case,  I  think  it  must  be  considered  that  a  trespass  has 
been  committed  by  the  sheriff's  officer,  and  consequently 
by  the  sheriff  himself,  who  is  answerable  civiliter  for  the 
acts  of  his  officer;  but  it  does  not  thence  follow  that  every 
person  concerned  in  the  transaction  is  a  trespasser.  The 
case  of  Wood  v.  Haydon  et  al,  2  Esp.  552,  draws  the  line 
of  distinction,  in  some  degree,  between  persons  concerned 
in  an  affair  of  business  who  are  liable  to  actions  and  who 
are  not.  It  was  an  action  of  trover  for  illegally  seizing  the 
goods  of  the  plaintiff  as  a  distress  for  rent  due  from  a  third 
person ;  and  it  appears  in  evidence  that  one  of  the  defen- 
dants was  a  broker,  and  assisted  the  other  defendant,  for 
whose  use  the  goods  were  taken,  by  making  out  an  inven- 
tory of  the  goods  and  drawing  a  notice  to  be  served  on  the 
plaintiff.  He  never  had  the  possession  or  disposal  of  the 
goods.  Lord  Kenyon  ruled  that  the  mere  act  of  making  an 
inventory,  or  drawing  a  notice,  was  not  sufficient  to, subject 
him  to  an  action.  The  case  of  Sedley  v.  Sutherland  et  al. 
was  an  action  of  assault  and  false  imprisonment  brought 
against  the  assignees  of  a  banlirupt  and  their  solicitors  and 
others.  Upon  the  case  being  opened.  Lord  Kenyon  said  he 
thought  the  action  could  not  be  maintained  against  the 
attornies  unless  it  could  be  proved  that  they  had  gone 
beyond  the  line  of  their  duty,  by  which  the  plaintiff  had 
suffered.  It  was  then  alleged  that  it  could  be  proved  that 
the  attornies  had  written  a  letter  ordering  the  arrest.  Lord 
Kenyon  said  he  thought  that  circumstance  only  not  suffi- 
cient. The  case  of  Bodkin  v.  Chancellor  et  al,  Cowp.  476, 
bears  upon  the  same  point.  Chancellor  was  a  pound- 
keeper,  and  received  and  impounded  the  plaintiff's  cart 
and  horses,  which  had  been  seized  contrary  to  law.  Lord 
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Mansfield  said,  in  reference  to  a  pound-keeper,  "  If  he  goes 
one  jot  beyond  his  duty  and  assents  to  the  trespass,  that  may 
be  a  different  case ;  but  here  he  has  done  nothing  beyond 
his  duty."  The  pound-keeper  refused  to  deliver  up  the 
goods  to  the  rightful  owner  till  his  fees  were  paid,  and  the 
plaintiff  was  obliged  to  pay  the  fees  before  he  could  get 
his  property.  The  plaintiff's  counsel  contended  that  by 
detaining  the  goods  till  the  fees  were  paid  he  had  assented 
to  the  trespass  and  adopted  it  as  his  own  act,  but  the  court 
thought  otherwise,  and  held  him  not  liable. 

My  brothers  agree  in  opinion  that  the  acts  of  the  attorney 
in  this  case  make  him  a  trespasser,  and  I  think  it  probable 
they  are  right ;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  satisfy  myself 
that  the  attorney  was  a  trespasser,  and  therefore  cannot 
concur  in  their  opinion  at  this  time. 

Per  Cur. — ^Rule  absolute  for  new  trial  on  payment  of  costs. 


Wilcox  v.  Burnside. 

Where  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  build  a  house  for  the  defendant,  who  paid  a  certain 
sum  in  advance,  and  gave  the  plaintiff  permission  to  make  the  bricks  of  which 
the  house  was  to  be  built  on  his  land,  and  to  sell  any  surplus,  and  the  plaintiff 
not  proceeding  with  the  buildins:,  the  defendant  seized  some  bricks  which  the 
plaintiff  had  made,  and  a  number  of  articles  belonging  to  the  plaintiff:  Held 
on  trover  brought  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  value  of  the  bricks  and  the  other 
articles,  that  no  damages  could  be  recovered  for  the  seizure  of  the  bricks,  as 
under  the  agreement  they  were  the  property  of  the  defendant,  and  the  jury 
having  estimated  their  value  in  the  damages,  a  rule  was  made  absolute  to 
reduce  the  verdict. 

Trover.    Plea — not  guilty. 

On  the  22nd  March  1835,  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  build  a 
house  for  defendant  on  a  certain  lot  of  ground  in  Toronto, 
and  after  specifying  the  works  in  detail,  plaintiff  agreed  to 
find  all  materials  to  finish  said  house,  and  to  have  it  done 
by  1st  March  1833  for  £450  currency,  J£150  to  be  paid  in 
advance,  and  a  free  deed  of  the  west  half  of  No.  70  in  the 
first  concession  of  Whitchurch  (for  £200),  and  in  one  year 
from  the  time  the  house  was  tenantable,  £100.  After  the 
agreement,  defendant  agreed  verbally  with  plaintiff  to  allow 
him  to  make  the  bricks  that  would  be  necessary  on  the  lot 
in  question ;  and  further,  the  kiln  front  made  being  bad, 
he  allowed  him  to  dispose  of  those  bricks  and  to  make 
others,  and  he  did  not  restrict  him  to  make  the  mere  quan- 
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tity  he  might  want  for  the  house,  but  gave  him  leave  to 
make  a  larger  quantity  and  to  dispose  of  the  excess.  The 
plaintiff  not  going  on  with  the  work,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
abandoning  it,  the  defendant  entered  on  the  premises,  seized 
a  waggon,  timber,  a  stove,  and  various  utensils  and  articles 
belonging  to  plaintiff,  and  two  kiln  of  bricks,  which  two 
kilns  together  contained  many  more  bricks  than  were  ne- 
cessary for  completing  the  house.  The  jury,  on  the  trial  of 
this  cause,  which  was  brought  for  the  value  of  the  articles 
thus  seized,  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  £140,  £60 
of  the  sum  was  stated  to  be  for  the  value  of  the  articles 
taken  to  which  the  defendant  could  have  no  legal  claim, 
and  £80  for  the  value  of  all  the  bricks  ;  and  the  question 
raised  for  the  decision  of  the  court  was,  whether  the  plain- 
tiff was  entitled  to  recover  for  all  the  bricks  or  for  any  part 
of  them.  If  not  entitled  to  recover  anything  for  the  bricks, 
then  the  verdict  to  be  reduced  to  £60» 

The  case  was  argued  in  Easter  Terra  by  Bell  for  plaintiff 
and  Sullivan  for  defendant. 

Robinson,  C,  J. — I  think  upon  the  evidence  that  the 
plaintiff  was  fairly  entitled  to  recover  the  full  value  of  all 
the  bricks  which  the  defendant  had  allowed  him  to  make 
beyond  the  quantity  which  would  be  required  for  building 
the  house  ;  but  as  the  sum  of  £150  was  to  be  paid  in  ad- 
vance, we  must  presume  it  was  paid,  for  the  work  was 
proceeded  in  to  a  considerable  extent.  Then  that  sum 
would  be  much  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  value  of 
the  bricks ;  and,  looking  at  the  whole  evidence  as  it  regards 
the  agreement,  and  the  admissions  proved  to  have  been 
made  by  the  plaintiff,  I  think  the  bricks  necessary  for  build- 
ing the  house,  though  not  put  in  the  wall,  must  be  consid- 
ered as  the  bricks  of  the  defendant,  made  for  him  and  paid 
for  by  him,  and  acknowledged  to  be  his  by  the  plaintiff 
himself.  I  do  not  think  that  damages  in  respect  to  those 
should  have  been  awarded  to  the  plaintiff.  But  it  does  not 
clearly  appear  what  would  have  been  the  number  of  bricks 
above  the  quantity  required  for  the  house,  and  as  we  can- 
not therefore  modify  the  verdict  to  suit  this  view  of  the  case, 
ray  opinion  is  that  a  new  trial  should  be  granted  without 

2  P  VOL.  IV, 


290       king's  bench,  tbinity  term,  5  &  6  wm.  iv. 

costs,  unless  the  plaintiff  will  agree  to  enter  his  judgment 
for  the  £60  only. 

Upon  what  terms  the  plaintiff  was  allowed  by  the  defen- 
dant to  make  upon  his  lot  the  bricks  which  the  plaintiff 
was  bound  to  furnish,  does  not  appear.  It  was  a  verbal 
permission — no  witness  gave  evidence  of  the  particulars. 
I  consider  that  if  the  parties  took  into  their  consideration 
at  the  time  of  the  permission  asked  and  given,  whether  the 
plaintiff,  having  made  the  bricks,  should  be  allowed  to  move 
and  sell  them  to  others,  not  even  replacing  them  with  any 
more,  and  failing  to  build  the  house,  I  cannot  doubt  that 
the  defendant  would  have  stipulated  against  this,  and  that 
the  plaintiff  would  have  acquiesced.  Whether  they  did 
settle  this  point  did  not  appear,  for  no  one  was  shewn  to 
have  been  present  at  the  agreement ;  but  in  addition  to  the 
reasonable  construction  to  be  put  upon  such  an  agreement, 
the  plaintiff  is  shewn  to  have  expressly  stated  to  others  that 
he  was  only  allowed  to  sell  the  kiln  that  was  bad,  and  any 
number  beyond  what  might  be  enough  for  the  house,  and 
that  the  others  did  not  belong  to  him.  That  admission 
supports  the  justice  of  the  case,  and  I  think  the  jury  were 
right  in  taking  it  as  conclusive. 

Sherwood,  J.,  concurred. 

Macaulay,  J. — It  may  in  construction  of  law  be  proper 
to  hold  that  the  circumstance  of  the  bricks  being  made 
upon  the  defendant's  premises,  out  of  his  soil,  with  a  view 
to  the  erection  of  a  house  for  him  (especially  if  the  defendant 
has  made  adequate  advances)  under  such  a  contract  as  that 
in  evidence,  would  intei"  partes  draw  to  the  defendant  a 
general  property  in  them  as  being  so  made  and  dedicated 
to  his  use  in  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  and  this  although 
a  qualified  property  or  interest  might  vest  or  remain  in  the 
plaintiff  as  the  maker,  and  entitled  to  the  possession  for  the 
purpose  of  executing  his  agreement,  and  although  until 
attached  to  the  freehold  they  might  continue  to  be  at  the 
risk  of  the  plaintiff,  or  if  insufficient  in  point  of  quality, 
&c.,  the  defendant  might  not  be  bound  to  accept  them. 
And  it  may  follow  that  the  defendant's  interest  was  such, 
that  after  adequate  ad  vances,  and  upon  a  failure  in  or  breach 
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of  contract  on  the  plaintifl  's  part,  he  might  elect  to  put  an 
end  to  it,  and  possess  himself  of  those  materials  and  resist 
the  plaintiff's  action  of  trover  by  shewing  such  advances 
on  his  the  defendant's  part,  and  such  failure  on  the  plain- 
tiff's part.  Still,  hov^^ever  equitable  all  this  may  be,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  any  settled  principles  of  law 
upon  which  I  could  rest  such  a  position ;  though  I  feel  my 
sense  of  justice  strongly  addressed  in  favor  of  it  in  cases 
where  the  contractor  may  be  in  insolvent  circumstances 
and  wasteful,  and  where  the  party  having  made  advances, 
may  be  apparently  without  remedy  if  obliged  to  rely  ex- 
clusively on  the  contract.  Yet  it  is  a  well  settled  rule  of 
law,  that  when  an  executory  contract  contains  independent 
provisions  on  either  side,  not  concurrent  or  containing  con- 
ditions precedent,  each  is  driven  to  rely  upon  such  contract 
for  redress.  In  the  present  case,  it  appeared  to  me  at  the 
trial  that  the  parties  had  entered  into  an  executory  agree- 
ment containing  independent  conditions  ;  that  the  plaintiff 
had  agreed  in  writing  to  erect  a  house  for  the  defendant  by 
a  certain  time,  and  find  materials  on  the  one  hand,  and  that 
the  defendant  had  agreed  to  advance  a  certain  sum  in  the 
first  instance,  and  to  make  subsequent  payments  on  the 
other ;  and  I  assumed  that  the  defendant  had,  as  alleged, 
made  such  preliminary  advances.  It  did  not  appear  that 
anything  was  said  in  the  original  contract  touching  the 
making  of  brick,  but  rather  that  the  defendant  afterwards 
authorised  or  gave  license  to  the  plaintiff  to  manufacture 
them  on  his  premises,  anticipating  naturally  that  they 
would  be  used  in  the  proposed  structure  ;  but  no  condition 
being  expressly  added  that  the  property  in  such  bricks 
should  vest  in  the  defendant.  I  considered  that  bricks  made 
out  of  the  soil  of  another,  ev^en  if  in  itself  a  trespass,  would 
become  the  property  of  the  maker — that  the  property  would 
be  changed,  and  that  the  owner  of  the  soil  used  could  not 
claim  them  as  his  after  being  burnt,  because  they  had  been 
made  out  of  his  earth  excavated  upon  his  land.  I  also 
considered  that  a  fortiori  brick  made  out  of  the  soil  of  the 
defendant  with  his  assent,  would  vest  in  and  belong  to  the 
maker,  unless  from  the  nature  of  the  agreement  or  of  the 
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circumstances,  it  could ^  be  intended  in  law,  or  presumed 
in  fact,  as  the  agreement  of  the  parties  that  the  property- 
was  to  be  in  the  owner  of  the  soil,  in  which  event  it  would 
rest  in  him  ah  initio  ;  and  the  clay  in  the  beds,  and  each 
brick  as  moulded,  would  be  his  quite  as  much  as  in  the 
kiln  when  burnt  and  ready  for  use.  I  did  not  consider 
that  in  this  case  such  was  to  be  the  inference  to  be  drawn 
in  law  or  in  fact.  I  conceived  that  the  plaintiff  was  at  the 
risk  of  the  brick,  that  any  failure  or  loss  in  the  making 
would  be  his,  and  that  the  defendant  was  in  no  way  inter- 
ested and  at  no  risk  of  loss  in  any  event,  the  plaintiff  being 
bound  to  provide  him  good  and  substantial  building  mate- 
rials. If  the  brick  did  not  rest  in  the  defendant  from  the 
beginning  by  reason  .of  his  advances  and  license — if  the 
property  in  them  was  exclusively  in  the  plaintiff  until  they 
were  burnt,  and  afterwards  until  he  made  default  in  his 
agreement — I  did  not  see  how  they  could  become  the  de- 
fendant's at  his  election,  by  reason  of  such  breach.  I  did 
not  see  how  such  breach  could  impart  to  the  defendant  an 
election  to  make  bricks  his  own  which  were  not  so  before, 
nor  work  a  change  of  property  in  his  favor.  In  short,  I 
regarded  the  brick  precisely  as  if  the  plaintiff  had  purchased 
them  elsewhere  and  had  carried  them  to  defendant's  pre- 
mises with  a  view  to  place  them  in  the  house  he  had  agreed 
to  build  and  for  which  he  had  received  advances,  but  which 
it  was  suggested  he  had  failed  to  d©;  It  appeared  that  the 
first  made  bricks  failed  in  quality  and  were  not  fit  to  use 
in  the  building ;  that  in  consequence,  the  defendant  gave 
the  plaintiff  leave  to  sell  them  and  make  more  the  ensuing 
year.  The  plaintiff  of  course  failed  to  erect  the  house  ac- 
cording to  the  written  contract ;  but  it  seemed  the  parties 
still  desired  to  go  on — in  sliort,  that  the  time  was  indefinitely 
extended ;  the  written  specification,  however,  being  the 
basis  of  the  continuing  contract  by  parol.  It  appeared  that 
the  plaintiff,  accordingly,  made  more  bricks  and  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  house,  and  that  he  from  time  to  time  sold 
portions  of  them ;  that  he  had  commenced  the  house  but 
made  slow  progress  ;  that  the  defendant  became  dissatisfied 
and  in  the  apprehension  of  a  ^ilure  on  the  plaintiff's  part^ 
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and  that  he  would  make  away  with  all  the  materials  pro- 
vided, including  the  bricks,  he  took  possession  of  the  whole 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  plaintiff.  In  this  action  of  trover,  I 
considered  it  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  prove  property 
and  right  of  possession.  He  was  in  actual  possession  at 
the  time  of  the  conversion,  and  if  entitled  to  the  property  he 
was  necessarily  entitled  to  continue  his  possession  also. 

Then  the  question  was,  whether  the  defendant  had  such 
right  of  property  and  possession  as  entitled  him  to  dispos- 
sess the  plaintiff.   Not  seeing  any  specific  agreement  touch- 
ing the  property  in  the  bricks,  or  that  the  defendant  did 
more  than  merely  license  their  being  made  on  his  land  and 
out  of  his  soil,  with  a  view  to  the  house  in  the  course  of 
erection  at  the  period  of  the  conversion,  it  still  formed  a 
question  in  my  mind,  whether  the  defendant  had  any  right 
of  property  in  the  bricks  or  other  materials  until  attached 
to  the  freehold,  although  provided  and  brought  there  by  the 
plaintiff  with  a  view  to  being  used  in  the  house.    It  still 
appeared  to  me,  that  unless  a  right  of  property  accrued  to 
the  defendant  in  law  by  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  none 
could  be  conferred  by  the  plaintiff's  breach  of  contract — the 
remedy  for  which  rested  in  an  action  on  such  contract. 
And  I  did  not  think  that  a  license  to  make  bricks  on  his 
lot,  though  with  a  view  to  the  house,  clothed  him  with  any 
right  of  property  so  as  to  enable  him  to  assume  possession 
adversely  to  the  plaintiff;  for  I  thought  that  if  he  had  a 
right  of  property,  it  must  subsist  either  as  a  result  in  law, 
or  by  the  agreement,  independently  of  any  breach  of  con- 
tract, and  that  he  might  equally  assume  adverse  possession 
though  the  plaintiff  adhered  to  his  agreement.  Separating 
the  transaction  from  all  question  of  breach  of  contract,  and 
resting  it  upon  the  mere  circumstances  of  the  original  ad- 
vance and  subsequent  license,  I  did  not  see  a  right  of  pos- 
session in  the  defendant,  or  that  connected  with  a  breach 
of  contract  such  right  would  arise,  or,  if  it  previously  sub- 
sisted, that  such  breach  would  draw  to  the  defendant  a  right 
of  possession  so  as  to  legalize  his  dispossessing  the  plain- 
tiiff.    It  is  true  an  agreement  might  be  so  moulded  as  to 
vest  building  materials  in  the  owner  of  the  estate  as  fast  as 
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provided  and  while  in  CQurse  of  preparation,  and  that  a 
change  of  property  may  be  sometimes  held  to  have  resulted 
in  ]aw  under  the  circLimstances  of  the  parties,  the  nature  of 
the  transaction,  the  subject  matter  of  the  contract,  and  the 
course  and  extent  of  the  payments  or  advances  made  ;  but 
I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  so  to  construe  the  present.  1  thought 
all  the  materials  were  at  the  risk  of  the  plaintiff,  subject  to 
his  control  and  disposal  until  made  the  defendant's  by  being 
fixed  to  his  freehold.  I  did  not  think  they  could  belong  to 
both,  or  partly  to  one  and  partly  to  the  other,  but  wholly  to 
the  plaintiff  until  delivered  to  the  defendant.  I  thought 
the  creditors  of  the  plaintiff,  or  the  plaintiff  himself,  could 
dispose  of  all  or  any  until  the  possession  was  changed  by 
delivery  to  the  defendant,  which  could  not  be  intended  in 
.  the  absence  of  iprooi  aliunde  until  attached  to  the  building. 
I  have  looked  at  the  case  of  Woods  v.  Russel,  1  D.  &  R. 
587,  5  B.  &  A.  942,  and  do  not  think  it  analogous.  The 
case  of  Munklon  v.  Mangles,  I  Taunt.  318,  is  more  in  point. 
In  the  former,  the  advances  made  were  paid  with  a  view 
to  the  specific  vessel,  and  the  materials  provided  for  the 
same,  and  there  was  an  actual  delivery  of  the  hull,  which 
might  be  well  held  to  include  as  a  part  of  the  whole,  or  as 
appertaining  to  the  main  body  of  the  ship  which  was  de- 
livered, the  rudder  and  rope  lying  in  the  house  of  the  builder. 
Being  already  provided,  they  might  well  be  regarded  as 
contemplated  and  included  in  the  delivery  proved  ;  and  as 
I  have  intimated  above,  when  payments  are  made  to  depend 
upon  the  progress  of  the  work  and  the  quantity  of  the  mate- 
rials provided,  the  property  in  all  materials  so  provided, 
though  not  actually  used,  may  be  treated  as  vested  in  the 
party  paying,  where  the  advances  are  made  with  a  view  to 
them  specifically ;  and  in  the  present  case  the  same  rule 
would  be  applicable,  if  it  could  be  intended  that  the  ad- 
vances made  by  the  defendant  were  not  under  the  contract 
generally  but  with  a  view  to  a  specific  portion  of  the  ma- 
terials and  to  the  bricks  in  particular.  Such  did  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  the  fact,  the  bricks  not  being  in  esse  when  the 
advances  were  made  under  the  contract,  and  which  ad- 
vances by  the  contract  were  a  general  payment,  not  with  a 
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view  to  anything  in  esse  or  to  any  specific  article  to  be  pro- 
vided or  made  except  a  house. — 3  B.  &  C.  419  ;  5  D.  &  R. 
279 ;  7  B.  &  C.  26  ;  9  D.  &  R.  791  ;  2  B.  &  A.  248. 

My  learned  brothers,  however,  take  a  more  favorable 
view,  and  (assuming  the  defendant's  alleged  advances 
and  the  plaintiff's  breach  of  contract  and  wasteful  disposi- 
tion) one  more  consistent  with  the  real  justice  of  the  case. 
They  also  think  I  should  have  laid  more  stress  upon  the 
plaintiff's  admissions  of  the  defendant's  right,  as  proved  by 
some  witnesses,  and  that  it  might  have  been  fairly  left  to 
the  jury  to  infer  a  tacit  or  mutual  understanding,  that  in 
consideration  of  the  defendant's  allowing  the  bricks  to  be 
made  on  his  lot,  the  plaintiff  agreed  that  the  general  pro- 
perty in  them  should  vest  in  him  so  as  to  secure  their 
exclusive  application  to  his  use  and  to  protect  the  defendant 
against  creditors  of  the  plaintiff  or  any  claiming  through 
him  adversely  to  defendant,  and  so  as  to  justify  him  in 
taking  them  out  of  plaintiff's  possession  if  dissatisfied  with 
his  conduct  under  the  agreement.  I  confess  I  attached  little 
or  no  importance  to  what  the  plaintiff  was  proved  to  have 
said  to  others  than  the  defendant,  the  occasion  explaining 
away,  in  my  estimation,  the  effect  of  his  representations, 
and  the  real  nature  of  the  transaction,  as  previously  de- 
veloped, leading  me  to  place  upon  it  a  different  construc- 
tion. I  am  not  however,  upon  more  reflection,  prepared  to 
say  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been  left  to  the  jury  as  a  matter 
of  fact  to  say  whether  the  plaintiff  had  not  agreed  that  the 
property  in  the  bricks  should  belong  to  the  defendant,  with 
leave  to  infer  it  from  the  circumstances ;  but  I  am  still 
strong  in  the  impression,  that  if  a  right  of  property  in  the 
defendant  cannot  be  assumed  either  as  a  matter  of  agree- 
ment or  as  a  result  in  law  under  the  circumstances,  it 
cannot  result  from  a  breach  of  contract  on  the  plaintiff's 
part.  Whatever  rights  of  property  the  defendant  can  claim 
or  exercise,  he  must,  I  think,  establish  without  denying  aid 
from  a  breach  of  the  plaintiff's  executory  agreement.  If  he 
had,  independently  thereof,  a  right  of  properly  but  no  right 
of  possession,  it  might  confer  a  right  of  possession,  but  cer~ 
tainly  no  right  of  property  ;  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
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a  right  of  property  inter  partes  could  be  held  to  result  in 
law  from  the  other  circumstances,  supposing  there  was  no 
agreement,  express  or  tacit  on  the  subject ;  but  I  am  dis- 
posed to  think  it  might  have  been  made  a  question  for  a 
jury  whether  the  agreement  or  understanding  between  the 
parties  was  not  such  that  the  defendant  had  the  right  of 
property  in  consideration  of  his  allowing  the  use  of  his  land 
and  soil  for  the  brick  after  making  large  advances,  and 
being  a  reasonable  protection,  the  jury  might  have  felt  no 
great  difficulty  in  presuming  or  inferring  it  if  left  at  liberty 
so  to  do.  In  this  point  of  view,  I  feel  enabled  to  unite  in 
the  conclusion  to  which  my  brothers  have  arrived,  though 
upon  different  grounds.  At  the  trial,  I  took  the  question 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  to  be  of  a  general  nature,  viz. : 
whether  bricks  made  on  the  premises  and  out  of  the  soil  of 
the  defendant,  and  with  or  without  his  assent,  did  not  in 
law  belong  to  him,  upon  the  principle  that  the  property  had 
not  undergone  any  change,  as  held  in  the  case  of  Baker  v. 
Flint,  Hil.T.  3  W.  IV.,  or  whether  under  a  written  agreement 
for  the  erection  of  a  brick  house,  the  contractor  undertaking 
to  furnish  all  materials,  with  leave  to  him  reserved  or  super- 
added by  parol  to  make  the  bricks  upon  the  premises  and 
out  of  the  soil  of  the  person  for  whom  the  house  was  to  be 
built — such  person  undertaking  to  make  advances,  not 
according  to  the  progress  of  the  work  and  the  amount  of 
materials  provided,  but  in  anticipation  or  periodically— the 
owner  of  the  premises  would  acquire  or  could  assert  a  right 
of  property  in  the  bricks  made  by  the  contractor,  under  or 
with  a  view  to  the  performance  of  such  contract,  so  as  to 
entitle  him  to  dispossess  the  contractor  thereof  without 
subjecting  himself  to  an  action  of  trover  at  his  suit,  espe- 
cially if  he  as  the  defendant  could  shew  a  breach  of  or 
failure  in  performance  of  such  contract  on  the  part  of  such 
contractor,  and  payments  in  advance  sufficient  to  cover  the 
value  of  the  materials  in  question.  To  these  questions  I 
was  not  prepared  to  give  an  assent  in  favour  of  the  defen- 
dant, and  though  not  without  some  doubt  on  the  latter 
proposition,  I  am  not. yet  satisfied  that  such  assent  could, 
consistently  with  the  rules  of  law,  be  granted.    And  the 
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question  occurred  to  me  whether,  admitting  a  general  right 
of  properly  in  the  defendant,  and  a  right  of  possession  only 
in  the  plaintiff,  the  plaintiff  is  not  on  the  one  hand  entitled 
to  his  action  of  trover  by  reason  of  such  qualified  right  to 
recover  such  damages,  and  the  defendant  on  the  other  hand 
at  liberty  to  shew  his  right  of  property  in  mitigation  of 
damages,  to  prevent  the  plaintiff  recovering  the  full  value. 
Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute  for  new  trial  without  costs. 
Mem.— The  plaintiff  afterwards  elected  to  take  judgment 
for  the  60Z.  only. 


Breakenkidge  v.  King. 

An  amendment  in  pleadings  will  be  allowed  after  the  assessment  of  contingent 
damages  on  a  demurrer  subsequently  decided  against  the  plaintiff,  where  the 
justice  of  the  case  requires  it,  and  the  plaintiff  would  be  finally  concluded. 

Dower,  unde  nihil  habet.  The, tenant  pleaded — 1st. 
Non  tenure  of  all  the  premises  in  respect  of  which  dower 
was  demanded,  except  of  two  equal  undivided  third  parts 
of  a  small  portion  of  the  land  which  was  specified  in  the 
plea.  2nd.  In  respect  of  that  part  for  which  he  did  not 
disclaim,  that  during  the  coverture  of  the  demandant,  her 
husband  being  seized  in  fee  of  certain  other  lands,  devised 
a  part  of  them  to  her  for  her  life  in  full  bar  and  satisfaction 
of  her  dower,  and  after  his  death  she  agreed  to  and  ratified 
the  devise.  To  these  pleas  the  defendant  filed  a  general 
demurrer.  Upon  a  third  plea  of  ne  ungues  accouple,  the 
parties  were  at  issue,  and  the  demandant  carried  down  her 
record  to  trial  to  try  this  issue,  and  to  assess  contingent 
damages  upon  the  demurrer.  The  court  expressed  their 
opinion  last  term  in  favor  of  the  tenant  upon  this  demurrer, 
whereupon  the  demandant's  counsel  prayed  for  leave  to 
withdraw  the  demurrer,  and  reply  to  the  first  and  second 
pleas.  Which  was  opposed  on  the  authority  of  the  case  of 
Robinson  v.  Ray  ley. — 1  Bur.  321. 

Sherwoodj  H.y  for  demandant — Bidwelliov  tenant. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — In  the  case  of  Phillips  v.  Smith  in  this 
court,  we  were  much  pressed  to  allow  an  amendment  of 
the  pleadings  as  in  the  present  case,  after  an  issue  had 
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been  tried  and  contingent  damages  assessed  on  the  de- 
murrer. We  were  inclined  to  have  done  so.  We  should 
have  granted  the  indulgence  if  the  record  had  not  been 
taken  down  to  trial ;  and  to  save  costs  and  trouble  to  the 
parties  we  should  probably  have  done  so,  notwithstanding 
the  'trial  and  assessment  of  damages,  but  the  case  of 
Robinson  v.  Rayley  was  a  strong  authority  against  the 
amendment,  and  after  much  consideration  we  refused  the 
leave  to  amend.  In  that  case,  however,  of  Phillips  v. 
Smith,  the  judgment  on  demurrer  did  not  finally  conclude 
the  party  upon  the  merits,  it  merely  made  an  end  of  that 
action,  and  did  not  bar  the  right. — Vide  Str.  1002  ;  5  B.  & 
A.  896 ;  3  Taunt.  81  ;  2  B.  &  P.  243  ;  7  T.  R.  132  :  1  T. 
R.  782  ;  1  H.  Bl.  238 ;  2  T.  R.  126  ;  2  Bl.  Rep.  920 ; 
Sayer  285;  Bur.  756,2693. 

In  this  case,  the  plaintiff,  instead  of  taking  issue  upon 
the  substantial  matters  of  defence  urged  to  her  claim  of 
dower,  demurs  to  the  pleas,  and  thus  admits  the  truth  of 
the  defence.  We  have  held  the  picas  to  be  good,  and  the 
consequence  of  that  judgment  is  to  conclude  the  plaintiff. 
The  defence  pleaded,  moreover,  is  a  bar  to  a  right  of 
dower,  which  would  otherwise  be  a  continuing  right,  so 
that  the  effect  extends  beyond  the  present  action. 

With  respect  to  the  plaintiff's  claim  of  indulgence,  it  is 
to  be  said  on  the  one  hand,  that  she  has  created  the  diffi- 
culty which  she  now  meets  with  by  voluntarily  proceeding 
to  trial  before  these  demurrers  were  disposed  of ;  on  the 
other  hand,  we  must  admit  in  her  favor,  that  her  demurrers 
were  not  frivolous,  but  were  really  intended  to  bring  im- 
portant legal  questions  under  consideration,  and  that  upon 
one  of  the  points  at  least  there  appeared  to  be  authority  in 
her  favor,  on  which  she  may  be  excused  for  relying. 
Weighing  both  these  considerations,  and  seeing  that  the 
costs  and  inconveniences  of  delay  occasioned  by  the  de- 
murrers fall  upon  the  demandant,  we  think  that  the  ends  of 
justice  would  be  but  obtained  by  allowing  the  plaintiff  to 
withdraw  her  demurrer.  If  we  refused  the  application,  we 
should  do  so  because  we  considered  the  case  of  Robinson  v. 
Rayley  strictly  applicable  under  the  present  circumstances, 
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and  because  we  believed  that  case  to  be  up  to  this  time 
fully  sustained  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  in  England. 

In  its  circumstances,  that  case  is  so  far  not  applicable, 
that  Lord  Mansfield  in  his  judgment  declared,  that  the 
application  was  without  any  favorable  circumstances,  and 
that  the  demurrers  were  frivolous.  It  is  true  that  he  does 
admit  with  the  other  judges,  that  after  a  trial  no  precedent 
for  such  an  argument  existed  ;  and  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  questioned  the  broad  ground  upon  which  Mr.  Justice 
Denison  rested  his  judgment — namely,  that  the  court  could 
not  grant  the  permission  desired  even  if  they  would,  for 
that  the  pleadings  being  no  longer  in  paper  but  upon  re- 
cord, the  court  had  not  the  power.  This  reason  given  by 
Mr.  Justice  Denison  is  utterly  irreconcileable  with  very 
many  modern  cases,  and  indeed  with  cases  which  were 
decided  soon  after  the  time  that  judgment  was  given  ;  for 
many  instances  can  be  produced  from  the  reports,  where 
the  courts  have  allowed  pleadings  to  be  withdrawn  or 
amended  after  a  nonsuit,  or  a  trial,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  letting  in  a  trial  upon  the  merits,  which,  as  the  record 
stood,  would  have  been  precluded  in  consequence  of  some 
slip  or  erroneous  opinion  of  the  parlies — or  rather  of  their 
attorney  or  counsel.  It  is  true  that  Robinson  v.  Rayley  is 
referred  to  as  authority  in  late  books,  but  not  without  some 
question  intimated  as  to  the  soundness  of  the,  decision. 
We  have  thought,  and  still  think  it  right  so  far  to  defer  to  it, 
as  to  decline  granting  such  amendments  merely  to  save 
costs,  and  where  the  right,  and  especially  a  permanent  or 
continuing  right,  would  not  be  barred  ;  but  to  allow  it  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  ultimate  ends  of  justice,  by  refusing 
the  leave  in  a  case  like  the  present,  would  be  resting  upon 
that  authority  more  conclusively  than  we  think  the  spirit  of 
our  laws,  as  now  administered,  and  the  principles  of  nu- 
merous decisions,  would  warrant.  It  was  once  held  that 
a  new  trial  could  not  be  moved  for  after  a  nonsuit,  because 
the  plaintiff  was  out  of  court ;  but  that  difficulty  is  not  now 
admitted.  Again,  even  some  years  after  the  case  of 
Robinson  v.  Rayley,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  held,  in 
the  case  of  Parker  v.  Ansell  (2  Bl.  Rep.  920),  that  after  a 
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new  trial  granted,  no  amendment  would  be  allowed  on  the 
record  which  could  vary  the  issues  to  be  tried.  This  de- 
cision is  expressed  as  strongly  as  the  decision  in  Robinson 
V.  Raley,  and  seems  to  proceed  upon  the  very  same  princi- 
ple ;  but  amendments  contrary  to  the  authority  of  Parker 
V.  Ansell  have  been  since  that  time  allowed,  again  and 
again. 

Chief  Baron  Gilbert,  in  his  treatise  on  the  Court  of  Com- 
moa  Pleas,  has  this  passage,  which  bears  directly  on  the 
point  before  us  :  "  The  plaintiff  declares  and  the  defendant 
pleads,  and  the  plaintiff  replies  and  the  defendant  demurs, 
and  the  plaintiffs  join  in  demurrer,  and  the  question  was 
whether  the  plaintiff  should  amend  his  declaration;  and 
the  true  distinction  upon  the  debate  of  the  judges  at  Ser- 
.  geant's  Inn  seemed  to  be  this,  that  where  there  is  a  demur- 
rer and  joinder  in  demurrer,  if  the  cause  he  still  in  paper, 
upon  paying  of  costs,  and  giving  the  defendant  liberty  to 
alter  his  plea,  the  plaintiff  may  be  at  liberty  to  amend  be- 
cause the  pleadings  on  paper  came  in  only  instead  of  the 
pleadings  ore  tenus^  and  in  the  pleading  ore  tenus  the 
record  was  only  in  fieri ;  and  therefore,  though  a  man  had 
joined  in  demurrer,  he  might  come,  be/ore  that  tvas  entered 
of  record^  and  pray  to  withdraw  his  demurrer  and  amend  ; 
but  after  the  pleadings  were  entered  of  record  of  the  same 
term,  then  it  could  not  be  amended  or  altered.  This  arose 
upon  the  constitution  of  Ed.  I.,  which  forbids  judges  to  alter 
or  change  any  of  the  records  or  rolls  of  the  court,  and  there- 
fore no  alteration  can  be  made  in  a  record  unless  it  be  in 
the  same  term^  whilst  the  record  is  supposed  to  be  in  fieri ; 
but  out  of  this  rule  we  must  except  all  amendments  made 
by  virtue  of  the  statute  of  Jeofails,  for  those  enable  the 
courts  to  amend  at  any  time  within  the  purview  of  such 
statutes." — p.  114. 

In  this  doctrine  laid  down  by  Chief  Baron  Gilbert,  we 
see  the  principle  explained  which  seems  to  have  governed 
the  court  in  the  cases  of  Robinson  v.  Rayley  and  Parker  v. 
Ansell.  But  it  is  very  evident  that  the  principle  is  departed 
from  and  disregarded  in  the  case  of  Alder  v.  Chep  (2  Burr. 
756),  by  the  same  judges  who  decided  the  case  of  Robinson 
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V.  Rayley;  and  from  the  other  cases  cited,  which  are  but  a 
few  of  a  great  number  to  be  met  with  in  the  books,  it  is 
clear  that  the  courts  do  not  restrict  themselves  within  the 
rule  laid  down  by  Chief  Baron  Gilbert. 

Amendments  are  in  every  case  so  far  a  matter  of  discre- 
tion, that  the  courts  may  refuse  to  grant  them  when  in  their 
discretion  the  ends  of  justice  do  not  require  it.  In  this  case, 
we  cannot  but  feel  that  justice  does  require  the  amendment 
to  be  allowed  if  it  be  within  our  power;  and  believing  it 
to  be  within  our  power  we  do  allow  it,  because  we  think 
the  demurrers  were  intended  hond  fide  to  obtain  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  upon  legal  questions,  which,  not  without 
grounds,  were  deemed  material  in  the  case  ;  and  because 
we  see  that  unless  we  do  allow  the  plaintiff  to  withdraw 
her  demurrers  and  reply,  she  will  be  finally  barred  as  to 
any  right  of  dower  she  might  have  in  the  premises  in 
question. 

Sherwood,  J.,  and  Macaulay,  J.,  concurred. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute  to  amend  on  payment  of  costs.  ) 


Bank  of  Upper  Canada  v.  Craavford. 

Whereon  an  assessment  of  damages  on  a  promissory  note  staled  in  the  declara- 
tion to  be  for  40Z.,  a  note  for  42/.  was  produced  in  evidence,  an  amendment  of 
the  record  to  correspond  wilh  the  proof  was  refused,  but  the  court  allowed  a 
verdict  to  be  entered  for  the  amount  of  the  note  set  out  in  the  pleadings,  on  the 
other  note  being  filed  as  the  one  in  which  the  action  was  brought. 

Assumpsit  and  judgment  by  default  for  want  of  a  plea. 
On  the  assessment  of  damages,  a  note  of  hand  for  42Z.  was 
produced,  the  note  declared  upon  being  for  40Z.  The 
declaration  had  a  count  upon  an  account  stated.  The 
question  was,  if  the  variance  could  be  amended  under  the 
provincial  statute,  or  if  the  note  produced  could  be  re- 
covered on  the  account  stated. 

The  court  held,  that  since  upon  the  judgment  by  default 
the  note  as  set  out  for  40Z.  stood  admitted,  and  no  necessity 
to  prove  it  existed,  and  so  no  variance  could  arise  requiring 
an  amendment,  they  could  not  regularly  authorize  the 
amendment,  but  that  the  judgment  might  be  entered  for  the 
amount  of  principal  and  interest  of  the  note  as  set  out  and 
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admitted,  upon  filing  the  note  produced  as  that  intended  to 
be  declared  upon. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  to  amend  record  refused. 


Doe  ex  dem.  Armstrong  v.  Roe. 

A  declaration  in  ejectment  cannot  be  served  by  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff. 

The  court  set  aside  the  service  of  the  declaration  of 
ejectment  in  this  cause,  on  its  being  shewn  by  affidavit 
that  the  party  making  the  service  was  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff. 

Solicitor  General  for  plaintiff — Bidwell  for  defendant. 

Beals  v.  Sheldon  et  al. 

A  note  given  by  a  partner  for  a  private  debt  in  the  name  of  the  firm,  is  not 
binding  on  the  firm. 

Assumpsit  on  a  promissory  note.  Plea,  the  general 
issue.  It  appeared  the  note  was  given  by  F.  R.  Dutcher, 
one  of  the  copartners  of  the  defendants,  in  the  name  of  the 
firm,  and  after  the  copartnership  was  entered  into,  but  the 
consideration  for  the  note  was  a  debt  for  goods  sold  and 
delivered  to  F.  R.  Dutcher.  The  plaintiff  called  F.  R. 
Dutcher  as  a  witness,  who  proved  that  he  bought  the  goods 
while  he  was  sole  proprietor  of  the  concern  ;  that  on  some 
arrangement  with  his  copartners,  he  had  authority  to  draw 
out  a  certain  sum  from  the  funds  of  the  firm,  and  that 
he  gave  this  note  instead,  with  which  he  was  to  be  charged. 
Other  evidence  was  also  given,  from  which  it  might  be 
inferred  that  the  other  copartners  were  aware  of  this  note, 
and  that  when  F.  R.  D.  retired  from  the  firm,  which  was 
before  this  action  was  constituted,  it  formed  a  part  of  the 
matters  taken  into  consideration  on  settling,  and  the  firm 
had  agreed  to  pay  F.  R.  D.  lOOOZ.,  besides  indemnifying 
him  against  the  partnership  debts.  A  nonsuit  was  moved 
for — 1st.  Because  F.  R.  D.  being  a  partner,  was  not  a 
competent  witness,  although  not  joined  in  the  action. 
2nd.  That  the  promissory  note  was  given  for  the  private 
debt  of  F.  R.  D.,  in  the  name  of  the  firm  without  authority. 

Macaulay,  J.,  who  tried  the  cause,  allowed  it  to  go  to 
the  jury,  with  leave  for  the  (^fendant  to  move  to  enter  a 
nonsuit. 


BANK  OF  MONTRIiAL  V.  fiETHUNl!.  SOS 

The  case  was  argued  this  term  by  Draper  for  the  plain- 
tiff and  Sullivan  for  the  defendant.— 5  B.  &  C.  385 ;  2  C. 
&  P.  305 ;  9  B.  &  C.  646  ;  4  M.  &  S.  475 ;  5  M.  &  S.  71 ; 
10  Ea.  264;  1  Ea.  48. 

The  Court  were  of  opinion  that  a  nonsuit  should  be 
entered  upon  the  second  objection  taken.  The  Chief 
Justice  and  Sherwood,  J.  thought  F.  R.  D.  a  competent 
witness  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Macaulay, 
J.,  dubious  upon  this  point. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  to  enter  a  nonsuit  absolute. 


Bank  of  Monteal  v.  Bethune. 

Where  there  was  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendant  did  not  move  for  a 
new  trial  within  the  four  days,  owing  to  a  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  his 
counsel  that  the  plaintiff's  counsel  was  to  have  disposed  of  the  question  of  a 
new  trial  on  the  argument  of  a  demurrer  in  the  cause,  without  any  rule,  a 
rule  nisi  was  granted  nunc  pro  lunc. 

This  was  an  action  of  assumpsit,  and  there  were  several 
issues  in  law  as  well  as  an  issue  in  fact  on  the  record. 
At  the  last  assizes  for  the  Midland  District,  the  issue  in 
fact  was  tried  before  the  Chief  Justice,  who  reported  the 
evidence  as  follows  : — The  promissory  notes  on  which  the 
action  was  founded,  some  made  and  others  endorsed  by 
the  defendant,  together  with  some  letters  of  his,  were 
admitted.  On  the  defence,  the  plaintiffs'  counsel  admitted 
the  law  incorporating  the  plaintiffs  in  Lower  Canada,  and 
that  the  considerations  for  these  notes  were  loans,  part  to 
the  defendant  and  part  to  J.  G.  Bethune,  made  in  bank  bills 
of  the  plaintiffs  by  the  plaintiffs'  agent,  at  their  agency 
office  in  Kingston,  where  the  notes  declared  on  were  dis- 
counted ;  that  the  plaintiffs  had  an  agency  at  Kingston, 
whose  business  and  duty  it  was  to  cash  drafts  on  the  Bank 
of  Montreal,  to  collect  notes  and  drafts  discounted  at  the 
Bank  of  Montreal  in  Lower  Canada,  and  to  discount  notes 
for  which  he  paid  in  bills  of  the  Montreal  Bauk,  signed 
and  first  issued  at  the  Bank  of  Montreal;  further,  that 
when  loans  were  made,  the  interest  for  the  ninety  days 
was  deducted  when  the  notes  were  discounted,  and  that 
such  was  the  general  usage  at  the  office  and  at  the  banking 
institutions  in  the  province  ^and  that  the  Montreal  agency 
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in  Kingston  had  existed  four  years  and  a  half.  The  plain- 
tiffs had  a  verdict,  the  Chief  Justice  noting  that  he  reserved 
no  point,  but  that  the  defendant  could  move  upon  any 
ground  which  the  case  as  made  out  opened  to  him. 
The  demurrers  were  argued  in  Hilary  Term  last  by  Sullivan 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  Sherwood,  H.,  for  the  defendant;  and 
in  Easter  term,  when  the  court  were  about  to  give  judg- 
ment on  the  demurrers,  the  defendant's  counsel  claimed 
judgment  also  on  other  legal  questions  which  he  had  raised 
on  the  evidence,  and  to  which  having  argued  them,  the 
opposite  counsel  had  replied.  The  plaintiffs'  counsel  in- 
sisted that  no  question  upon  the  evidence  stood  for  judg- 
ment, the  verdict  having  been  rendered  generally  for  the 
plaintiff  without  any  point  being  reserved,  and  no  motion 
for  a  new  trial  having  been  made  within  the  first  four  days 
of  Michaelmas  term.  A  discussion  then  arose  respecting 
an  understanding  alleged  to  have  been  entered  into  in 
Michaelmas  term,  which  was  relied  upon  as  dispensing 
with  the  necessity  for  the  ordinary  motion  for  a  new  trial. 
The  court  upon  this  suspended  giving  judgment  upon  the 
demurrers  till  this  term,  to  give  time  to  clear  this  point  up. 
And  in  this  term,  the  affidavits  of  the  plaintiffs  and  defen- 
dant's counsel  were  filed.  For  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
it  was  sworn  that  his  counsel,  within  the  time  for  moving 
for  a  new  trial,  applied  to  the  plaintiffs'  counsel  to  know 
if  he  would  agree  that  the  questions  of  law  arising  upon 
the  evidence  given  at  the  trial  might  be  argued  and  dis- 
posed of  simultaneously  with  the  demurrers,  and  so  have 
the  whole  case  decided  at  once ;  that  he  understood  the 
plaintiffs'  counsel  to  assent,  and  for  this  reason  alone  he 
did  not  move  for  a  new  trial.  The  plaintiffs'  counsel 
answered  this  by  saying  that  he  was  not  conscious  of  hav- 
ing given  any  ground  for  supposing  that  he  waived  the 
necessity  for  moving  for  a  new  trial  within  the  four  days, 
and  that  the  opposite  counsel  must  have  misunderstood 
him.  Upon  this  the  matter  rested  for  the  court  to  decide, 
whether  the  defendant's  counsel  might  now  move  a  rule 
nisi  for  a  new  trial  on  any  exception  he  might  raise  on 
the  evidence. 
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Robinson,  C.  J. — This  cause  was  tried  before  me  at 
Kingston.  One  thing  is  very  certain  :  no  point  was  re- 
served or  intended  to  be  reserved.  Upon  that  point  the 
record  and  my  notes  are  consistent  and  explicit ;  the  plain" 
tiffs'  counsel  well  understood  that  no  point  was  reserved ; 
the  defendant's  counsel,  it  seems,  were  under  a  different 
impression.  I  can  only  say  I  cannot  account  for  that  fact, 
for  I  was  particularly  explicit  in  declaring  that  I  reserved 
no  point,  that  I  should  charge  the  jury  to  find  for  the  plain- 
tiff upon  the  several  promissory  notes  declared  upon,  and 
that  it  would  of  course  be  open  to  the  defendant  to  move 
in  banc  any  legal  objection  to  the  plaintiff's  case  which  he 
could  raise  upon  the  evidence.  This  left  it  at  the  option 
of  the  defendant  to  move  against  the  verdict  in  banc  or  not, 
as  he  might  think  proper,  and'  left  it  also  incumbent  upon 
him  to  take  care  if  he  did  move,  that  he  moved  in  time. 
In  the  following  term  (Michaelmas),  no  motion  was  made 
for  a  new  trial  or  against  the  verdict,  in  any  shape.  I 
recollect  that  during  that  term,  upon  some  question  arising 
between  the  counsel,  my  notes  of  the  trial  were  referred  to, 
and  it  was  ascertained  from  them  that  the  verdict  was  not 
taken  subject  to  any  points  reserved.  At  what  time  in  the 
term  this  reference  was  made  I  do  not  remember.  My 
impression  is,  that  the  four  days  had  expired,  and  that 
nothing  passed  in  court  (I  mean  in  the  hearing  of  the  court) 
respecting  the  cause  until  after  the  first  four  days  had 
passed ;  but  I  may  be  wrong  in  this  impression.  After  the 
explanation,  however,  no  motion  against  the  verdict  was 
made.  In  Hilary  term,  on  the  first  Saturday,  the  demurrers 
came  on  to  be  argued,  and  the  plaintiffs'  counsel,  as  I 
gather  from  my  term  note,  and  my  recollection  does  not 
vary  from  it,  applied  himself  solely  to  the  points  presented 
by  the  pleadings.  On  the  following  Tuesday,  the  defen- 
dant's counsel  was  heard  in  answer,  and  he  did  certainly 
carry  his  arguments  beyond  the  points  raised  by  the  de- 
murrers. He  adverted  to  the  evidence  given  at  the  trial, 
which  consisted  almost  wholly  of  admissions,  and  he 
reasoned  upon  that  evidence,  that  the  Montreal  Bank  being 
a  foreign  corporation,  incorporated  by  a  charter  for  specific 
2  b  vol.  IV. 
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purposes,  could  not  legally  sue  in  this  province  upon  a 
cause  of  action  acquired  here  in  a  course  of  dealing  not 
within  the  scope  and  object  of  their  charter.  The  plain- 
tiff's counsel,  when  he  came  to  reply,  objected  that  the 
defendant  was  too  late  to  except  to  the  verdict.  I  remem- 
ber that  he  did  urge  this  objection,  and  I  noted  his  objection 
when  he  made  it.  He  nevertheless  did  notice  the  argu- 
ments which  the  defendant's  counsel  had  urged  upon  the 
verdict,  and  replied  to  them  particularly  and  at  some 
length- — not  thereby  waiving,  as  I  considered,  the  objection 
that  the  arguments  were  urged  at  too  late  a  period,  but 
taking  the  double  course,  which  is  not  unfrequent,  of 
denying  that  it  was  competent  to  the  defendant  to  raise 
such  objections,  and  denying  at  the  same  time  that  his 
objections  were  well  founded,  even  if  they  could  be  pro- 
perly entertained.  These  being  the  facts,  I  think  it  is  to 
be  considered  that  no  rule  is  plainer,  and  perhaps  none 
more  inflexibly  niaintained  in  practice,  than  that  where  the 
verdict  has  not  been  taken  subject  to  any  points  reserved, 
the  party  complaining  of  the  verdict  must  move  against  it 
within  the  first  four  days  of  the  next  term.  If  the  under- 
standing which  is  asserted  on  the  one  side,  were  admitted 
on  the  other — or  rather  if  it  were  not  denied — that  would 
take  the  case  from  the  operation  of  the  rule. 

As  the  case  stands  I  cannot  doubt,  and  do  not  doubt  for 
a  moment,  that  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  believed  he 
had  the  assent  he  speaks  of,  but  that  the  counsel  for  the 
plaintifF  did  not  in  fact  give  or  intend  to  give  any  such 
assent.  The  usual  effect  of  that  is,  we  look  upon  the  fact 
which  is  so  denied  not  to  be  established,  and  that  we  do 
not  give  relief  upon  that  ground.  If  we  do  so  here,  I  con- 
ceive it  would  not  be  conceded  as  of  right,  but  that  we 
should  be  granting  an  indulgence.  I  do  not  consider  the 
case  one  in  which  such  an  indulgence,  or  any  indulgence, 
ought  to  be  granted.  When  money  is  borrowed  from  any 
individual  or  association,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all 
circumstances,  and  a  note  is  given  for  the  repayment  of 
the  loan,  it  may  be  permitted  by  our  law  to  the  borrower 
to  turn  round  upon  the  lender  and  to  plead  as  a  defence 
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that  he  is  legally  disabled  from  enforcing  the  repayment — 
not  because  there  was  any  imposition  in  the  transaction, 
or  because  anything  illegal  or  immoral  is  intended,  but 
because  the  plaintifls'  right  to  sue  in  our  courts  may  be 
resisted  upon  general  principles  of  law.  Such  a  defence 
I  say  may  be  tolerated  in  laiv^  but  it  is  not  just,  and  I  will 
afford  it  no  facility.  If  I  saw  that  the  defendant,  without 
any  indulgence  being  extended  to  him,  was  in  a  situation 
to  demand  the  judgment  of  the  court  as  of  right  upon  his 
objection,  I  should  of  course  not  hesitate  to  admit  his  right ; 
but  when  I  think  it  is  not  forced  upon  me,  I  decline  going 
out  of  the  ordinary  line  of  proceeding  to  receive  such  an 
objection.  The  strongest  ground  in  favor  of  the  defendant's 
claim  to  be  heard  against  the  verdict,  is  the  presumption, 
which  I  freely  admit,  that  there  has  been  a  misunderstand- 
ing between  the  two  counsel ;  but  I  think  it  right  to  con- 
sider that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  defendant  to  have 
prevented  the  possibility  of  such  a  misunderstanding  ;  and 
although,  to  meet  the  ends  of  justice,  I  would  willingly  give 
relief  in  such  a  case  by  relaxing  from  the  strict  rule  of 
justice  when  we  have  the  power  to  do  so,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  relax,  when  it  is  evident  that  the  object  desired  to  be 
attained  by  the  relaxation,  is  clearly  and  wholly  at  variance 
with  the  justice  of  the  case. 

I  believe  my  brothers  are  inclined,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, to  consider  and  adjudge  upon  the  objections  raised 
on  the  evidence  ;  and  as  it  is  most  probable,  therefore,  that 
I  take  a  less  favorable  view  of  the  defendant's  right  than  I 
might  properly  allow  myself  to  take,  it  is  fortunate  that  he 
will  suffer  nothing  in  consequence.  So  far  as  the  questions 
involved  are  considered  in  themselves,  they  are  most  im- 
portant and  interesting,  and  they  are  of  that  peculiar  nature, 
that  when  once  they  have  been  started,  it  highly  concerns 
the  community  that  they  should  be  formally  and  finally 
settled  with  the  least  possible  delay.  Since  therefore,  it 
will  be  permitted  to  the  defendant  now  to  receive  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  upon  these  questions,  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  he  had  not,  by  pleading,  placed  them  upon  record,  in 
order  that  our  judgment  might  have  been  reversed  upon 
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appeal,  if  either  party  should  desire  it.  My  brothers  are  of 
opinion  with  me,  that  the  defendant  may  be  properly  re- 
quired to  consent  to  the  questions  being  stated  in  the  form 
of  a  special  verdict,  and  I  trust  the  plaintiffs  will  concur  in 
this. 

Sherwood,  J.,  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  allowing 
the  defendant  to  move  for  a  new  trial,  and  to  have  the 
judgment  of  the  court  upon  any  question  which  might  arise 
upon  the  evidence  adduced  at  the  trial.  He  considered 
that  the  consent  of  the  plaintiff's  counsel  to  the  course  and 
arrangement  suggested  by  the  defendant's  counsel,  was 
implied  from  the  course  he  pursued  on  the  argument ;  and 
if  the  counsel  did  not  expect  that  the  court  were  to  pro- 
nounce judgment  upon  that  part  of  the  case,  there  seemed 
little  reason  in  his  arguing  it  at  full  length,  and  therefore 
that  the  cause  should  take  the  same  cours3  as  if  the  motion 
for  a  new  trial  had  been  made  in  due  time.  In  pursuing 
this  course,  he  did  not  feel  that  he  was  granting  an  indul- 
gence ;  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  a  right  which  the  court  ought  not  in  justice  to 
withhold  from  him.  He  did  not  recognize  a  distinction 
between  the  law  and  justice  of  the  case.  If  the  law  of  the 
case  were  with  the  defendant,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  justice  of  the  case  was  not  with  him.  On  the 
contrary,  he  thought  the  law  of  the  case  and  the  justice  of 
the  case  usually  went  together.  He  desired  however  to 
hear  another  argument  on  the  question,  and  fully  concurred 
with  the  Chief  Justice  in  the  suggestion  respecting  a  spe- 
cial verdict,  in  order  that  either  party  might  appeal  should 
he  think  it  proper. 

Macaulay,  J. — Under  all  the  circumstances,  I  feel  con- 
strained to  entertain  and  give  consideration  to  the  questions 
arising  out  of  the  evidence  at  Nisi  Prius.  In  adopting  this 
opinion,  I  do  not  consider  that  I  am  granting  to  the  defen- 
dant any  indulgence.  If  I  so  regarded  it,  I  should  withhold 
assent,  having  come  to  such  resolution  with  hesitation  and 
reluctance  ;  for  I  cannot  but  concur  in  the  sentiments  just 
expressed  by  the  Chief  Justice  touching  the  merits  of  the 
defence.     The  following  are  some  of  the  reasons  which 
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operate  upon  my  mind  on  this  occasion.  We  have  had 
before  iis  the  pleadings  upon  demurrers,  and  they  open  to 
a  certain  extent,  though  not  so  largely  as  the  evidence,  the 
matters  on  which  the  defence  is  rested  ;  and  after  the  de- 
liberate purpose  evinced  at  Nisi  Prius,  and  in  the  argument 
of  the  demurrers,  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  the  defen- 
dant was  not  earnestly  bent  upon  adhering  to  any  grounds 
of  defence  which  the  testimony  received  under  the  general 
issue  might  afford  to  him  in  addition  to  the  pleadings  of 
record.  In  turning  to  the  proceedings  at  the  trial,  we  find 
that  a  mass  of  correspondence  and  other  papers  were 
received  by  consent  without  proof,  as  embracing  together 
with  other  facts,  mutually  agreed  to  and  noted  under  such 
joint  assent  without  having  any  witnesses,  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  parties  respectively  hoped  to 
sustain  the  issue.  The  documentary  evidence  was  not 
looked  into  or  read,  and  no  legal  points  as  arising  out  of  it 
in  combination  with  the  viva  voce  admissions  entered  on 
the  notes  were  suggested,  but  a  verdict  passed  sub  silentio 
for  the  plaintiffs  for  the  full  extent  of  their  claim, — the 
Chief  Justice  noting  that  he  reserved  no  point,  but  that  of 
course  it  would  be  open  to  the  defendant  to  move  after- 
wards upon  the  evidence  such  legal  objections  as  he 
might  desire  to  urge.  I  do  not  understand  that  the  contents 
of  such  note  were  distinctly  communicated  to  the  counsel 
at  the  time.  It  seems  to  me  obvious,  that  although  the 
plaintiffs  by  simply  proving  the  promissory  notes  declared 
on,  established  in  their  evidence  in  chief  a  prima  facie 
case,  yet  that  without  a  perusal  of  the  writings  submitted 
by  mutual  consent,  the  Court  of  Nisi  Prius  could  not  have 
been  understood  on  either  side  to  have  expressed  any  posi- 
tive opinion  as  to  the  law  of  the  whole  case,  including  as 
it  did  matter  of  fact  evidently  not  then  known,  and  legal 
questions  not  propounded  to  the  presiding  judge,  but  rather 
that  the  consideration  of  the  evidence  and  of  its  legal  con- 
sequences was  postponed.  I  should  suppose  the  court 
could  not  feel  at  liberty  to  direct,  nor  the  jury  with  propriety 
be  asked  or  expected  to  render  a  verdict  in  the  way  it  was 
taken  without  the  express  or  implied  assent  of  both  parties; 
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and  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  the  defendant,  after  re- 
cording a  variety  of  particulars  upon  the  admission  of  the 
plaintifis'  counsel,  and  acquiescing  in  the  course  taken  by 
the  court,  did  not  intend  ulterior  use  of  the  evidence  re- 
ceived, or  that  the  plaintiffs'  counsel  did  not  perceive  he 
meditated  the  discussion  in  term  time  of  certain  legal 
exceptions  then  in  his  contemplation,  and  that  the  causes 
went  off  as  it  did  in  the  defendant's  reliance  upon  a  right 
reserved  to  him  to  raise  them  in  some  shape  or  other,  how- 
ever a  difference  might  have  prevailed  as  to  the  sense  in 
which  such  reservation  was  taken,  or  the  mode  in  which 
it  was  expected  to  be  exercised.  The  defendant's  conduct 
is  not  consistent  or  intelligible  without  attributing  to  him 
the  intentions  and  designs  he  has  avowed ;  and  although 
.  the  Chief  Justice  entered  that  he  reserved  no  point,  he 
added  that  it  was  of  course  open  to  him  to  moot  any  he 
might  afterwards  suggest,  which  (in  the  absence  of  any- 
thing specifically  raised  or  overruled,  with  leave  to  move 
against  such  ruling),  partakes  as  much  of  the  character  of 
a  matter  or  case  reserved,  or  of  a  special  case  upon  the 
notes  and  documents,  as  of  an  ordinary  adverse  decision  at 
Nisi  Prius,  with  leave  to  move  against  it.  Indeed,  it  is  not 
clear  to  me  that  the  nature  of  the  proceeding  does  not  im- 
port that  the  whole  was  necessarily  reserved,  or  at  least  by 
implication,  unless  the  contrary  had  been  expressly  declared. 
Strictly,  the  course  pursued  could  not  be  said  to  form  a 
special  case,  a  point  reserved,  or  a  leave  to  move  against 
the  decision  of  the  court  upon  an  objection  overruled  ;  but 
perhaps  it  approaches  as  nearly  to  the  last  as  either  of  the 
others,  and  in  this  light  the  Chief  Justice  viewed  it. 
Nevertheless,  the  defendant  asserts  that  he  took  the  whole 
to  form  a  reserved  case,  which  the  plaintiff's  counsel  (not 
being  at  liberty  or  disposed  to  concur  in  any  arrangement 
out  of  the  ordinary  line)  did  not  infer.  Not  having  acqui- 
esced in  any  such  reservation  however,  the  defendant 
might  have  erroneously  presumed  such  acquiescence  to 
have  entered  into  the  spirit  of,  and  to  have  accompanied 
the  concessions  reciprocally  made  in  the  reception  of  the 
proofs  and  in  eliciting  the  facts.  The  plaintiff's  counsel 
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considered  the  verdict  unconditional,  subject  only  to  ques- 
tion in  the  ordinary  way  within  the  first  four  days  of  the 
following  term,  upon  a  motion  for  a  new  trial ;  but  that  this 
was  mutually  understood  is  not  apparent,  and  is  not  to  be 
necessarily  inferred  from  the  way  in  which  the  case  went 
off.  Although  the  Chief  Justice  conceived  it  was  only 
open  to  the  defendant  so  to  move,  he  thought  that  as  he 
had  stated  no  points  at  the  trial,  he  could  in  term  raise 
whatever  questions  he  desired  to  agitate,  a  privilege  not 
usually  allowed  upon  similar  motions,  especially  when 
against  the  merits  being  generally  confined  to  the  excep- 
tions taken  at  Nisi  Prius.  It  seems  no  motion  was  made 
within  the  usual  time  within  the  ensuing  term,  but  when 
the  demurrer  afterwards  came  on  to  be  argued,  the  defen- 
dant claimed  the  right  of  turning  to  the  evidence,  and  of 
arguing  points  not  involved  in  the  pleadings,  but  growing 
out  of  the  testimony.  This  was  objected  to  by  the  plain- 
tiffs' counsel,  yet  the  court  did  not  peremptorily  prevent 
further  discussion,  as  they  ought  to  have  done  were  his 
objection  doubtless  well  founded,  but  they  heard  out  the 
argument  notwithstanding,  leading  the  defendant  in  all 
probability  to  suppose  that  his  asserted  claim  to  be  fully 
heard  was  recognized.  I  do  not  consider  that  the  plain- 
tiffs' counsel  compromised  in  any  way  the  rights  of  his 
client  by  any  answer  he  may  have  given  to  the  defendant's 
arguments  upon  the  evidence ;  for  he  in  the  first  instance 
protested  against  its  admission,  and  when  the  court  suf- 
fered the  defendant  to  proceed,  it  became  his  duty  to  reply 
under  the  protest  offered.  It  would  be  needless,  in  argu- 
ments and  proceedings  of  this  kind,  for  a  counsel  to  make 
objections  and  afterwards  to  continue  the  discussion,  saving 
the  exceptions  of  his  contending  against  the  solidity  of 
objections  which  he  first  insisted  could  not  be  entertained 
even  if  valid,  was  to  be  treated  as  a  waiver  of  his  protest. 
For  my  part,  so  much  did  I  suppose  that  the  court  was  to 
adjudge  upon  the  whole  matter,  that  in  the  ensuing  vaca- 
tion I  sent  to  the  crown  office  for  the  documents  and 
perused  the  whole  of  them,  and  after  looking  into  the 
grounds  of  demurrer  I  proceeded  to  note  the  inclination  of 
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my  mind  at  that  time  upon  the  only  additional  point  of  any 
importance  which  the  facts  in  evidence  seemed  to  present- 
namely,  whether  under  the  charter  exhibited  the  plaintiffs 
could  sustain  this  action  upon  the  promissory  notes  speci- 
fied in  the  declaration,  the  same  having  been  made  and 
endorsed  in  this  province  and  transferred  to  the  plaintiffs' 
agent  in  Kingston,  who  there  discounted  them  in  behalf  of 
the  plaintiffs  with  bank  notes  of  theirs  regularly  executed 
in  Lower  Canada,  but  so  disposed  of  in  Upper  Canada 
through  their  agent  in  the  ordinary  course  of  banking 
business — in  other  words,  whether  they  could,  through  an 
agent  here,  carry  on  in  their  own  names  the  business  of 
bankers,  and.  acquire  a  right  of  action  in  our  courts  against 
individuals  accommodated  with  loans  of  their  paper,  ad- 
vanced here  upon  negotiable  securities  executed  and 
transferred  to  them  within  this  province  in  the  course  of 
their  business.  When  the  Chief  Justice  was  apprised  of 
my  impression,  he  thought  I  labored  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion, and  I  relinquished  the  idea  as  erroneous.  Upon 
giving  judgment  last  term  in  another  case  (similarly  cir- 
cumstanced) restricted  to  the  demurrer,  the  right  to  go  into 
the  evidence  was  again  contended,  and  since  that  period 
Mr.  Draper,  who  was  absent  at  the  time  of  the  argument 
in  Hilary  term  and  also  in  last  term,  but  who  w^as  the 
plaintiff's  counsel  in  Michaelmas  term,  has  declared  on 
oath  how  it  happened  that  a  motion,  if  essential,  was  not 
made  in  due  course.  I  understand  him  to  admit  that  he 
was  aware  of  the  necessity  for  moving  unless  dispensed 
with,  although  I  inferred  from  what  the  defendant  has  said, 
that  he  himself  imagined  the  evidence  reserved.  Mr. 
Sullivan  explains  his  view  and  understanding  of  the  case 
in  a  counter  affidavit.  From  these  affidavits  it  is  manifest 
that  the  defendant's  counsel  did  not  from  forgetfulness 
or  oversight  omit  moving,  but  that  he  only  abstained 
from  so  doing  in  the  supposition  that  it  was  rendered 
unnecessary,  and  that  what  would  have  been  had  as 
of  course  for  the  asking  was  granted  by  the  other  side 
without  exacting  that  ceremony.  There  was  no  obstacle 
or  impediment  in  the  defendant's  way,  and  although  i  am 
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surprised  that  such  important  business  should  in  such  a 
case  not  be  conducted  with  the  strictest  regularity,  or  be 
placed  beyond  mistake  by  written  undertakings  if  any 
matters  of  form  were  agreed  to  be  dispensed  with.  I  at 
the  same  lime  cannot  but  perceive  how  it  came  that  no 
motion  was  offered.  If  not  a  reserved  case,  it  was  thought 
the  plaintiffs'  counsel  so  consented  to  regard  it  on  the  argu- 
ment, the  points  of  law  intended  to  be  submitted  to  the 
court  being  doubtless  well  known.  Mr.  Bidwell,  the 
plaintiffs'  counsel  at  Nisi  Prius,  was  not  present  in  Michael- 
mas term,  and  Mr.  Sullivan  may  not  have  been  im- 
pressed as  strongly  as  he  supposed  or  might  have  desired 
with  the  motives  and  the  cautious  reserve  with  which 
he  had  acted  at  the  trial,  and  might  not  therefore  have 
rejected  the  overtures  made  by  Mr.  Draper  on  the  defen- 
dant's part  as  decidedly  and  peremptorily  as  Mr.  Bidwell 
would  himself  have  done.  It  is  only  in  this  way  that  I  am 
enabled  satisfactorily  to  reconcile  the  affidavits  of  those 
gentlemen.  And  unless  Mr.  Sullivan  was  explicit,  I  can 
readily  imagine  Mr.  Draper's  conceiving  there  was  no 
objection  in  this  cause  to  what  would  readily  be  yielded 
in  most  others  under  like  circumstances,  touching  a  step 
formal  rather  than  substantial.  We  are  all  well  aware 
how  frequently  matters  are  before  the  court  by  consent  of 
parties,  out  of  the  strict  routine  of  practice.  I  lament 
always  that  room  should  be  left  for  the  possibility  of 
misapprehension ;  but  we  do  find  that  misunderstandings 
occasionally  occur,  causing  to  the  court  needless  embarrass- 
ment, and  to  myself,  I  would  add,  at  times  much  anxiety ; 
but  when  they  present  themselves  the  court  must  extricate 
itself,  and  deal  with  the  difficulties  as  they  seem  best  to 
deserve.  Looking  at  the  present  in  all  its  bearings,  I  feel 
that  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion — which  though  a 
discretion  must  be  exercised  judicially  and  not  arbitrarily 
— the  best  judgment  I  can  form  impels  me  to  allow  the 
defendant'^claim  to  rest  upon  the  evidence  as  well  as  the 
demurrers.  1  regard  it  in  the  nature  of  a  right,  of  which 
my  best  discretion  dictates  the  concession.  I  grant  the 
claim  on  no  other  grounds  and  in  no  other  spirit;  for 
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having  perused  the  evidence,  I  am  in  possession  of  the  infor- 
mation requisite  to  judge  of  the  merits ;  and  as  already- 
intimated,  I  do  not  consider  the  defence  meritorious,  though 
it  may  eventually  prove  to  be  legal.  Whether  legal  or  not 
may  involve  an  important  question,  touching  which  I  have 
formed  no  fixed  opinion,  and  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  have 
again  argued.  The  subject  will  therefore  be  further  dis- 
cussed, either  upon  a  special  verdict  (to  which  the  defen- 
dant's consent  is  exacted,  should  the  plaintiffs  desire  to 
place  the  facts  in  that  shape  on  the  record),  or  upon  a 
motion  for  a  new  trial  to  be  now  made,  upon  points  of  law 
to  be  now  mentioned,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  future  argu- 
ment, and  in  order  to  prevent,  if  possible,  any  mistake  or 
disappointment  touching  practical  points  hereafter. 

The  defendant's  counsel  expressed  their  readiness  to 
reduce  the  case  to  the  shape  of  a  special  verdict,  but  the 
plaintiffs'  counsel  declined  this  ;  whereupon  Draper  moved 
for  a  rule  nisi  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  grounds  that  a  foreign 
corporation  cannot  conduct  business  in  this  province,  and 
cannot  sue  on  a  contract  made  out  of  the  country  where 
they  are  incorporated ;  that  a  foreign  corporation  cannot 
sue  at  all  in  this  province  ;  that  the  plaintiffs  came  within 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  6  George  I.  or  14  George  II.,  in 
their  inception  as  a  corporation,  or  when  they  commenced 
business  in  this  province — usury — and  for  misdirection, 
because  on  the  evidence  the  Chief  Justice  should  have 
directed  a  verdict  for  the  defendant. 

Per  Cur.  (diss.  Chief  Justice) — Rule  nisi  granted. 


REGUL^  GENERALES. 
//  is  Ordered^  That  in  future  rules  nisi  for  referring  to  the 
Master  to  compute  principal  and  interest,  and  to  tax  the 
costs  after  judgment  by  default  upon  promissory  notes,  or 
in  other  actions  in  which  a  reference  may  be  made  to  the 
Master  for  the  same  purpose,  may,  if  the  plaintiff  shall 
desire  it,  be  made  returnable  at  the  expirati^  of  such 
number  of  days  after  the  day  of  service,  as  shall  be  ex- 
pressed in  such  rule  ;  and  that  the  practice  be  the  same  in 
this  respect  upon  a  judge's  summons  for  the  same  purpose. 


DOE  EX  DEM.  WILCOX  V.  THORNE. 


315 


And  it  is  further  Ordered,  That  upon  the  rale  being 
made  absolute,  or  upon  the  granting  of  a  judge's  order  in 
any  such  case,  the  plaintiff  may  proceed  to  tax  his  costs 
and  enter  up  his  judgment  without  service  of  such  rule  or 
order  or  of  any  notice  ;  and  that  the  rule  nisi,  or  judge's 
summons,  shall  be  so  drawn  up  as  to  apprize  the  defendant 
that  judgment  will  be  entered  without  further  notice,  unless 
cause  be  shown  to  the  contrary. 


In  this  term,  William  A.  Forward,  Esq.,  was  called  to 
the  bar  and  sworn  in. 

J.  B  Robinson,  C.  J. 
J.  Macaulay,  J. 


KING'S  BENCH. 

MICHAELMAS  TERM,  6  WILLIAM  IV. 
Doe  ex  dem.  Wilcox  v,  Thorne. 

Where  A.  being  seized  in  fee  of  lands,  sold  a  portion  of  it  to  B.  but  gave  him  no 
deed,  and  B.  went  into  possession,  and  A.  afterwards  sold  all  the  land  to  C. 
directing  that  a  deed  should  be  made  to  B.  of  his  portion,  when  he  paid  for  it 
in  full,  and  C.  sold  all  to  D.  except  B.'s  portion,  which  D.  subsequently  bought 
at  sheriff's  sale,  where  it  was  sold  for  B.'s  debt,  and  C.  then  made  ^deed  of  B.'s 
portion  to  a  stranger  for  a  nominal  consideration :  Held,  that  such  deed  was 
fraudulent  as  well  against  D.  as  against  creditors. 

Ejectment  for  half  an  acre  in  the  township  of  Markham. 
The  following  facts  appeared  at  the  trial  at  the  last  assizes 
for  the  Home  District :  Lyons  being  seized  in  fee  of  ninety- 
five  acres,  of  which  the  half-acre  in  question  formed  part, 
conveyed  the  whole  tract  to  Ezekiel  Benson  in  1819.  He 
had  before  that  sold  several  small  parcels  of  the  ninety-five 
acres  to  different  persons,  but  had  not  made  titles,  probably 
because  the  purchasers  had  not  made  their  payments. 
This  half-acre  he  had  sold  to  one  Vansickle,  who  assigned 
to  Burkholder,  and  he  to  Hoel  Wilcox,  who  built  upon  it 
and  was  in  possession  17  or  18  years  ago.  At  the  time  of 
the  sale,  Lyons  took  a  bond  from  Benson  to  convey  to  the 
several  persons  to  whom  he  had  made  sales.  Hoel  Wilcox 


316         king's  bench,  MICHAELMAS  term,  6  WM.  IV. 

being  indebted,  no  title  Was  ever  made  to  him,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  saved  from  the  executions  of  his  creditors. 
In  1820  Benson  conveyed  to  Thorne  84|  acres,  by  a  deed 
not  embracing  the  half-a4cre.  In  December  1829,  a  judg- 
ment was  entered  in  a  case  of  Small  v.  Hoel  Wilcox,  upon 
which  execution  issued  against  lands,  and  the  half-acre  in 
question  was  sold  by  the  sheriff  in  July  1831  to  the  defen- 
dant Thorne,  as  the  highest  bidder,  and  conveyed  to  him 
by  sheriff's  deed  in  August  1831. 

Thorne  brought  ejectment  on  this  deed  against  Hoel 
Wilcox,  who  continued  in  possession,  and  recovered  judg- 
ment in  February  1833,  upon  which  hab.fac.  pos.  issued, 
and  Thorne  received  possession  in  March  1833.  Thorne 
suffered  Wilcox  to  continue  in  possession  some  time,  taking 
his  undertaking  to  pay  rent  weekly.  In  May  1833,  Ezekiel 
Benson,  who  had  never  been  in  possession  of  this  half-acre, 
and  who  had  not  for  fifteen  years  past  been  in  possession  of 
any  part  of  the  ninety-five  acres  purchased  by  him,  made  a 
deed  for  a  nominal  consideration  of  lO/t  to  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff,  who  is  a  son  of  Hoel  Wilcox.  No  consideration 
was  shewn  to  have  been  paid  by  Jonathan  D.  Wilcox,  the 
plaintiff's  lessor.  Hoel  Wilcox  is  still  living.  The  jury 
found  a  verdict  for  the  defendant. 

Counsel  for  the  plaintiff  raised  several  objections  in  point 
of  law  to  this  verdict,  to  which  Small  replied ;  but  the 
opinion  of  the  court  was  not  given  specifically  upon  them. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — This  deed  from  Benson  to  the  lessor  of 
the  plaintiff,  is  on  the  face  of  it  a  mere  contrivance  to  over- 
reach the  title  of  Thorne  under  the  sheriff's  deed.  Benson 
was  bound  to  convey,  if  at  all,  to  Hoel  Wilcox  ;  and  though 
out  of  possession,  his  release  to  him  would  have  been  good, 
or  to  his  assignee,  or  rather  to  the  purchaser  claiming  under 
him.  Instead  of  that,  however,  he  makes  a  voluntary  con- 
veyance to  Jonathan  D.  Wilcox,  for  the  purpose,  as  may  be 
fairly  inferred,  of  giving  him  a  legal  title,  in  fraud  of 
Thorne,  the  purchaser  of  Hoel  Wilcox's  interest.  I  think 
the  jury  were  fully  warranted  by  the  evidence  in  giving 
the  verdict  they  did,  and  that  indeed  they  could  not  rea- 
sonably have  found  any  other.    This  bargain  and  sale, 
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under  which  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  makes  title,  was 
given,  it  is  to  be  observed,  by  Benson,  who  never  had  been 
in  possession  of  the  premises,  and  while  another  person 
was  in  actual  possession  who  had  held  for  more  than 
fifteen  years  under  an  independent  title.  1  think  the  evi- 
dence brought  this  conveyance  within  the  27  Elizabeth,  c. 
4,  s.  3.  It  was  shewn  to  be  a  conveyance  made  for  the 
intent  and  of  purpose  to  defraud  and  deceive  a  person  who 
had  purchased  the  same  lands.  It  was  moreover  void, 
Tinder  statute  13  Elizabeth,  as  being  intended  to  defeat  a 
creditor.  It  was  fraudulent  and  void  also  at  common  law. 
Sherwood,  J.,  and  Macaulay,  J,,  of  the  same  opinion. 

Per  Cur. — Postea  to  the  defendant. 


Wragg  v.  Jarvis,  Sheriff. 

Where  a  sheriff  refuses  to  produce  a  prisoner  in  his  custody,  twenty-four  hours 
after  notice,  it  is  an  escape.  And  where,  in  debt  for  an  escape  on  a  capias 
ad  satisfaciendunf],  the  s'heriff  pleaded  that  he  gave  the  prisoner  the  benefit  of 
the  iimits,  and  that  he  never  left  them,  &c,,  and  the  plaintiff  replied  that  he 
did  leave  them  :  Held,  that  the  plaintiff  shewed  an  escape  under  this  issue,  by 
proving  that  after  the  prisoner  was  admitted  to  the  limits,  she  was  remanded 
back  to  custody,  that  the  order  remanding  her  was  delivered  to  the  sheriff,  and 
that  he  received  due  notice  to  produce  her  body,  but  failed  in  doing  so. 

Debt  for  the  escape  of  one  Anne  Devlin,  a  prisoner  in 
execution.  Pleas :  1st.  Nil  debet.  2nd.  That  defendant 
permitted  the  said  A.  D.  to  go  and  remain  upon  the  limits 
of  the  gaol  of  the  Home  District,  and  that  she  hath  never 
departed  therefrom,  but  still  is  and  remains  upon  the  said 
limits,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  writ  mentioned  in 
the  declaration — without  this  that  defendant  ever  did  since 
her  arrest  permit  or  suffer  her  to  escape  or  go  at  large  out 
of  his  custody,  or  that  the  said  A.  D.  ever  did,  since  her 
arrest,  escape  or  go  at  large  out  of  the  custody  of  defendant, 
otherwise  or  further  than  defendant  has  set  forth  in  this 
plea.  Replication,  that  defendant  being  sheriff  as  afore- 
said, without  the  leave  and  license,  and  against  the  will 
of  plaintiff,  did  suffer  and  permit  the  said  A.  D.  to  escape 
and  go  at  large  wheresoever  she  would  out  of  the  custody 
of  defendant,  and  in  manner  and  form  as  in  the  declaration 
alleged.    Demurrer  to  the  replication. 

The  parties  went  to  trial  on  the  issue  of  nil  debet,  and  the 
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following  case  was  stated'  for  the  opinion  of  the  court — a 
verdict  subject  thereto  being  taken  by  consent  for  the  plain- 
tiff for  48Z.  95.  Sd. 

The  plaintiff,  on  the  25th  April  1834,  recovered  in  his 
Majesty's  District  Court  for  the  Home  District,  against 
Anne  Devlin,  executrix  of  Christopher  Devlin,  deceased, 
a  judgment  for  44/.  Ss.  Sd.  damages  and  costs.  After  this 
recovery,  on  the  5th  May  1834,  a  ca.  sa.  was  sued  out, 
returnable  the  16th  June  then  next,  and  delivered  to  the 
defendant  to  be  executed ;  by  virtue  of  which  he  duly 
arrested  A.  D.  and  had  her  a  close  prisoner  in  the  gaol  of 
the  Home  District.  After  this  arrest,  and  while  A.  D.  was 
in  close  custody,  and  before  the  return  of  the  ca.  sa.,  the 
defendant  took  a  bond  from  certain  persons  as  security  for 
the  gaol  limits,  and  allowed  A.  D.  to  go  upon  the  limits. 
On  the  return  day  of  the  ca.  sa.,  the  sheriff  returned  in  due 
form  of  law  that  he  had  taken  the  said  A.  D.,  &c.  After  this 
return,  the  plaintiff,  for  the  discovering  of  the  effects  of  the 
said  A.  D.,  and  while  she  was  on  the  limits,  filed  inter- 
rogatories for  her  to  answer  on  oath,  and  served  her  with  a 
copy.  She  did  not  within  twenty  days  from  such  service 
put  in  any  answer,  whereupon  the  judge  of  the  District 
Court,  on  the  11th  of  August  1834,  made  an  order  forthwith 
recommitting  the  said  A.  D.  to  the  gaol,  a  copy  of  which 
was  the  same  day  served  on  the  defendant,  but  he  did  not 
then,  nor  at  any  time  subsequent,  recommit  the  said  A.  D. 
to  gaol.  On  the  26th  of  August  1834,  a  notice,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy,  was  served  upon  the  sheriff. 

In  the  Home  District  Court : 
Between  Thomas  B.  Wragg,  plaintiff,  and  Ann  Devlin,  execu- 
trix of  the  last  will,  &c.,  defendant. 

I  do  hereby  give  you  notice,  and  require  you  to  procure  the  body 
of  the  above  named  defendant  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock  at  noon, 
pursuant  to  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Dated  this  26th  August,  1884. 

(Signed)  S.  W.  Pltfs.  Atty. 

To  W.  B.  Jarvis,  Sheriff  Home  District. 

On  the  next  day,  at  noon,  the  plaintiff's  attorney  per- 
sonally demanded  of  the  said  defendant,  as  such  sheriff,  at 
his  office  in  the  Court  House  of  the  said  district,  a  sight  of 
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the  said  Anne  Devlin,  and  was  answered  that  she  was  not 
there.  Immediately  after  this  demand  on  the  defendant, 
the  plaintiff 's  attorney  demanded  of  the  gaoler  of  the  Home 
District  in  his  gaol,  a  view  of  the  said  Anne  Devlin,  and 
was  also  answered  that  she  was  not  in  the  said  gaol. 
Since  A.  D.  was  allowed  to  go  upon  the  limits  by  the 
defendant,  she  has  not  been  in  close  custody  at  the  suit  of 
the  plaintiff.  The  defendant  used  due  diligence  to  take 
A.  D.  after  the  delivery  of  the  judge's  order,  but  did  not 
succeed ;  but  whether  in  fact  she  did  at  any  time  depart 
from  the  limits  was  not  shewn.  The  question  was, 
whether  the  above  facts  supported  the  plaintiff's  case  for  an 
escape  against  the  defendant  on  the  issue  joined ;  if  the 
court  were  of  that  opinion,  then  the  verdict  for  the  plaintiff 
to  stand — if  not,  then  a  nonsuit  to  be  entered. 

The  demurrer  was  argued  by  Sullivan  for  the  defendant, 
and  the  special  case  by  Baldwin  for  the  defendant.  Wash- 
bum  argued  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — The  plea  distinctly  traverses  the  escape. 
It  avers  that  the  debtor  was  admitted  to  the  limits,  and  has 
always  remained  upon  them  in  the  custody  of  the  defendant 
upon  this  execution,  and  it  denies  that  the  defendant  ever 
permitted  her  to  escape,  or  that  she  ever  did  escape.  There 
is  no  general  issue,  properly  speaking,  in  an  action  of  this 
kind.  If  there  were,  this  plea  would  certainly  amount  to 
it.  But  the  replication,  it  seems  to  me,  is  as  positive  and 
distinct  a  denial  of  the  plea  as  the  plea  is  of  the  declaration  ; 
although  it  is  true  that  it  is  but  a  re-affirmance  of  the  escape 
as  set  out  in  the  count.  When  the  defendant  pleads  the 
admission  to  the  limits  and  that  A.  D.  never  departed  from 
them,  but  always  remained  in  defendant's  custody,  it  dis- 
tinctly denies  the  escape  ;  and  when  therefore  the  plaintiff 
in  answer  to  this,  affirms  that  A.  D.  did  escape  out  of  the 
custody  of  the  sheriff  and  go  whithersoever  she  would,  he 
as  distinctly  denies  the  plea.  Both  assertions  cannot  by 
possibility  stand  together,  and  the  parties  are  clearly  at 
issue  upon  the  fact  most  material  to  the  action.  Nor  do  I 
see  that  upon  special  demurrer  there  would  have  been  any 
ground  for  holding  the  replication  bad.    The  replication  of 
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de  injuria  and  absque  tali  causd  does  not  appear  to  be  nsnal 
or  proper  in  an  action  of  this  kind  under  any  circumstances, 
and  could  not  I  think  be  held  necessary  here  in  point  of 
form,  because  I  consider  that  the  effect  of  the  limits  being 
assigned  to  the  gaol  by  a  public  act  which  we  must  ju- 
dicially notice,  is  to  make  them  in  fact  part  of  the  gaol  as 
respects  civil  prisoners. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  upon  the  demurrer  the  plaintiff  should 
have  judgment. 

To  decide  the  question  arising  upon  the  special  case,  we 
must  consider  our  statutes  1 1  Geo.  IV.  c.  3,  and  the  British 
statute  8  &  9  W.  III.  c.  27,  s.  8. 

If  I  am  to  understand  from  this  case  that  the  facts  ad- 
mitted stood  uncontradicted,  then  I  am  of  opinion  "  that 
they  do  support  the  plaintiff  "^s  case  against  the  defendant  for 
an  escape  on  the  issue  joined for  I  conceive  that  when 
the  sheriff  is  legally  called  upon  by  an  order  of  a  court  to 
recommit  to  close  custody  a  prisoner  whom  he  has  admitted 
upon  the  limits,  his  failure  to  do  so,  and  his  declaration 
that  he  cannot  find  the  prisoner,  do  support  the  plaintiff's 
case  for  escape.  If  it  be  meant  to  refer  to  the  court  for 
an  opinion  whether  those  facts  establish  the  case  uncon- 
trovertibly,  so  that  the  plaintiff's  case  was  incapable  of 
being  repelled  at  the  trial  by  proving  that  though  the  sheriff 
could  not  find  the  prisoner  upon  the  limits,  she  was  never- 
theless all  the  time  there, — that  is  a  different  question  ;  and 
it  is  this  latter  question  which  I  suppose  from  the  admis- 
sions in  argument  is  intended  to  be  submitted  to  us.  Upon 
this  point  I  think  we  cannot  hold  otherwise  than  that,  after 
a  debtor  has  under  the  10th  section  of  our  statute  been 
deprived  by  an  order  of  court  of  the  benefit  of  the  limits, 
his  continuance  upon  them,  after  the  sheriff  has  had  reason- 
able notice  of  the  order,  is  as  much  an  escape  as  if  there 
were  no  limits  beyond  the  walls  of  the  gaol,  and  that  it 
becomes  immaterial  consequently  whether  the  prisoner  was 
in  fact  within  or  without  the  limits  after  the  period  when 
the  sheriff  ought  to  have  had  him  in  close  custody.  It  is 
not  necessary,  in  my  view  of  the  case,  to  consider  what  is 
the  fair  construction  of  the  8  &  9  Wm.  III.  c.  17,  and  its 
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application  to  this  case ;  but  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be 
doubted  that  that  provision  is  in  force  here,  and  that  the 
sheriff— especially  when  the  prisoner  was  no  longer  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  the  limits — was  bound  to  produce  her  in 
twenty-four  hours,  as  in  England  ;  and  his  failure  to  do  so 
must,  I  consider,  be  looked  upon  as  in  substance  a  refusal, 
and  must  under  the  statute  render  him  liable  to  an  action 
for  her  escape. 

Sherwood,  J.,  and  Macaulay,  J.,  concurred. 

Per  Cur. — Judgment  for  plaintiff  on  the  demurrer,  and 
postea  to  the  plaintiff. 


Elmore  v.  Colman. 

Where  a  cause  is  referred  to  arbitration  by  order  of  Nisi  Prius  and  the  arbitra- 
tors award  a  sum  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  District  Court,  the  court  or  a 
judge  may  grant  an  order  for  full  costs  under  the  ninth  general  rule  of  Easter 
term,  11  Geo.  IV. 

In  this  case,  which  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Sher- 
wood, on  the  Eastern  circuit,  a  verdict  was  taken  by  consent 
for  60Z.,  subject  to  a  reference,  the  costs  to  be  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  arbitrators.  They  awarded  a  sum  less  than  40L 
to  be  paid  by  the  defendant,  with  the  costs  of  the  suit.  The 
judge  declined  certifying  at  the  trial  in  order  to  entitle  the 
plaintiff  to  King's  Bench  costs  under  the  provincial  statute 
of  1818,  because  he  had  not  tried  the  cause,  and  could  not 
therefore  declare  an  opinion  upon  the  propriety  of  instituting 
the  suit  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench.  The  plaintiff  now 
moved  under  the  rule  of  court  in  Easter  term,  1 1  Geo.  IV., 
for  an  order  to  the  Master  to  tax  King's  Bench  costs. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — In  my  opinion,  we  may  properly  grant 
this  order.  The  case  comes,  I  think,  within  the  scope  and 
spirit  of  our  rule,  and  we  are  not  restrained  by  the  statute 
58  George  III.  c.  4,  from  making  such  an  order.  The 
legislature  surely  meant  to  use  the  word  trial  in  such  a 
sense  as  to  include  the  hearing  of  the  cause  ;  and  when  the 
cause  has  not  in  fact  been  tried  by  the  court  in  that  sense, 
but  has  been  heard  and  determined  by  arbitrators  and  a 
verdict  taken  as  a  merely  formal  proceeding,  there  is  the 
same  reason  as  in  any  other  case  under  our  rule  for  hearing 
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the  facts  upon  affidavit  in  order  to  do  justice  between  the 
parties ;  for  it  can  no  otherwise  be  known  whether  the 
cause  was  really  of  the  proper  competence  of  the  District 
Court. 

Sherwood,  J.,  and  Macaulay,  J.,  (upon  the  authority 
of  a  case  in  this  court  formerly  decided),  concurred  ;  and  as 
upon  the  affidavits  the  case  appeared  to  be  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  District  Court,  they  made  the  rule 
absolute. — See  Brown  v.  Smith,  7th  January  1831  ;  and 
Harley  v.  Heron,  administrator  of  Longsdon,  Easter  2nd 
Geo.  IV. ;  and  Powell  v.  Johnson,  in  Chambers,  29th  July 
1839. 


Davis  v.  Davis. 

•  Where  there  is  an  issue  in  fact  and  an  issue  in  law,  on  which  contingent  damages 
are  to  be  assessed,  a  notice  of  trial  was  held  sufficient  to  enable  the  plaintiff 
to  try  the  issue  and  assess  damages. 

There  was  an  issue  in  fact  joined  in  this  cause,  and  also 
an  issue  in  law  upon  demurrer.  The  plaintiff  made  up  his 
record,  setting  out  a  venire  to  try  the  issue  in  fact,  and  to 
assess  contingent  damages  on  the  demurrer,  and  served  a 
common  notice  of  trial.  The  defendant  did  not  appear  at 
the  trial,  but  during  this  term  moved  to  set  aside  the  verdict 
and  assessment,  on  the  ground  that  the  notice  was  irregular. 

E,  C,  Campbell)  for  plaintiff.  James  Boulton^  for  defen- 
dant. 

Per  Cur. — We  think  this  notice  sufficient,  because 
defendant  could  not  have  been  misled ;  and  it  is  the  award 
of  the  court,  that  the  contingent  damages  shall  be  assessed 
by  the  same  jury  that  try  the  issue ;  the  defendant,  when 
prepared  for  the  one  must  be  equally  so  for  the  other. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  refused. 


Washburn,  one  &c.,  v.  Walsh. 

A  bailable  ca.  re.  sued  out  by  an  attorney  in  person,  must  be  endorsed  with  a 
notice  to  the  defendant  of  the  sum  claimed  and  costs. 

Draper  moved  to  set  aside  the  arrest  in  this  cause  for 
irregularity.  The  writ  was  sued  out  by  the  plaintiff  in 
person,  and  endorsed  "  Bail  for  75^.    S.  W.  in  person." 
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But  there  was  no  notice  of  the  amount  claimed  for  debt  and 
costs.    Washburn  shewed  cause. 

Per  Cur. — There  is  no  doubt  this  rule  must  be  made 
absolute.  The  case  comes  within  the  rule  of  court  of 
Trinity  term,  3  &  4.  Will.  IV. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute. 


Allanson,  Admr.  of  Allanson  v.  Johnson. 

An  interlocutory  judgment,  in  which  the  cause  is  not  properly  styled,  is  insuffi- 
cient to  sustain  a  notice  of  assessment,  and  in  such  a  case  it  is  not  necessary  to 
give  a  notice  of  an  intention  to  move  to  set  aside  the  proceedings,  before  assess- 
ment of  damages,  but  if  it  be  not  given,  the  proceedings  will  be  set  aside  with- 
out costs. 

Interlocutory  judgment  was  signed  in  this  cause  on  the 
15th  September,  1835,  but  the  papers  were  all  made  up 
and  entitled  in  a  cause  of  Allanson  v.  Johnson  Admr.  &c., 
of  Allanson.  Notice  of  intention  to  move  to  set  aside  pro- 
ceedings, was  not  given  till  after  the  commission  day  of  the 
assizes.  Damages  were  assessed.  The  defendant  moved 
for  this  defect,  and  also  on  affidavits  of  merit,  and  account- 
ing for  his  apparent  neglect  in  defending  himself. 

The  court  set  aside  the  interlocutory  judgment,  notwith- 
standing the  want  of  notice  before  the  commission  day, 
considering  it  wholly  insufficient  to  warrant  the  assessment 
of  damages,  but  as  due  notice  of  intention  to  move  had  not 
been  given,  they  made  the 

Rule  absolute  without  costs. 


Morvey  v.  Maynard. 

A  special  jury  cannot  be  struck  after  the  commission  day  of  the  assizes.  It  is  no 
objection  thac  the  sheriff  has  not  summoned  all  the  16  special  jurors,  if 
enough  attend  to  try  the  cause. 

Quaere — If  a  venire  and  distringas  should  not  issue  for  a  special  jury. 

The  defendant  served  the  plaintiff  with  notice  to  attend, 
and  strike  a  special  jury  for  the  trial  of  this  cause,  four  days 
after  the  commission  day  of  the  assizes  for  the  Johnstown 
District.  The  plaintiff  did  not  attend,  but  the  defendant 
did,  and  the  jury  was  struck.  The  sheriff  had  not  time  to 
summon  more  than  fourteen  out  of  the  sixteen  special 
jurors.    When  the  cause  came  up  in  its  order,  it  was  tried 


324         king's  bench,  MICHAELMAS  term,  6  WM.  IV. 

by  a  cammon  jury — the  defendant  objecting  to  this  jury — 
but  making  a  defence  subject  to  the  objection  : — Verdict 
for  plaintiff. 

In  this  term  Sherwood^  H.  renewed  his  objection  and 
obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  set  aside  the  verdict.  Bogert  shewed 
cause. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — I  think  this  cause  rightly  tried  by  a 
common  jury.  Upon  our  statute  48  Geo.  III.  ch.  13,  sec. 
5,  it  is  clear  a  special  jury  must  be  struck  before  the 
assizes.  Besides,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  there  is  no  venire 
here  and  no  distringas  ;  and  although  the  venire  is,  by  our 
statue,  waived  in  regard  to  common  juries,  I  do  not  see 
clearly  that  the  necessity  for  jury  process  is  dispensed  with, 
when  a  special  jury  is  to  be  summoned.  It  is  upon  the  first 
ground  however,  that  we  hold  the  trial  by  a  common  jury 
to  have  been  warranted  in  this  case. 

In  respect  to  the  objection,  that  two  out  of  the  sixteen 
jurors,  were  not  summoned  by  the  sheriff :  if  the  case  had 
rested  upon  that  alone,  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Hunt,  4  B.  &  A. 
430,  is  an  express  authority  to  show  that  the  special  jury 
might  nevertheless  have  tried  the  cause. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Bank  or  Upper  Canada  v.  Covert  and  Boulton. 

Where  a  cause  was  put  to  the  foot  of  the  docket  with  the  consent  of  the  defen- 
dants' attorney,  and  remained  untried  for  want  of  time:  the  court  refused 
judgment  as  in  case  of  non-suit,  or  the  costs  of  the  day  to  defendant,  considering 
that  the  plaintiff  had  been  guilty  of  no  laches. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  last  assizes,  this  cause  was,  on 
application  of  the  plaintiffs'  counsel,  put  at  the  foot  of  the 
docket,  with  the  consent  of  the  defendants'  counsel.  It 
could  not  afterwards  be  tried,  but  remained  with  a  number 
of  other  causes  when  the  assizes  terminated,  undisposed  of. 
Dudng  the  assizes  the  plaintiffs'  counsel  was  ready  and 
desirous  of  proceeding  to  trial,  but  could  not  obtain  leave 
to  take  ?the  case  out  of  the  order  in  which  it  had  been 
placed  on  the  docket. 

Bethune  during  the  term  obtained  a  rule  nisi  for  judg- 
ment as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  for  not  going  to  trial  pursuant 
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to  notice,  or  for  the  costs  of  the  day.  Gamble  shewed 
cause. 

Per  Cur. — The  plaintiff  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
guilty  of  any  laches.  The  cause  was  untried  for  want  of 
time.  We  think,  therefore,  the  defendant  is  not  entitled  to 
judgment  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  or  to  costs. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Spafford  v.  Buchanan. 

Where  the  plaintiff's  attorney  sent  notice  of  countermand  of  trial  to  his  agent  in 
town,  but  it  arrived  too  late  for  service,  and  the  defendant's  witnesses  attended 
for  the  trial :  Held  that  the  expense  of  such  witnesses  was  rightly  allowed  in 
the  costs  of  the  day. 

Notice  of  trial  was  given  in  this  cause  before  last  Trinity 
term.  The  plaintiff's  attorney,  residing  at  Brockville,  sent 
up  a  notice  of  countermand  to  his  agent  at  Toronto  about  a 
week  or  ten  days  before  the  last  assizes  for  the  Home  Dis- 
trict, but  by  some  accident  it  did  not  arrive  in  time  for  service. 
The  defendant's  attorney  was  apprised  of  this  only  the  day 
before  the  assizes  commenced.  He  had,  in  the  mean  time, 
issued  subpoenas  and  enclosed  them  to  a  professional  gen- 
tleman at  Brockville  to  have  served.  The  plaintiff's  attor- 
ney informed  the  gentleman  that  the  cause  was  not  coming 
on,  and  requested  him  not  to  send  up  the  witnesses,  but  he 
declined  assuming  any  responsibility,  and  in  accordance 
with  his  instructions,  sent  up  the  witnesses  at  a  heavy 
expense.  On  the  day  before  the  assizes  the  plaintiff's  agent 
in  Toronto,  was  applied  to  by  the  defendant's  attorney,  to 
know  whether  he  would  undertake  the  cause  should  not 
come  on,  which  he  declined.  As  soon  as  the  defendant's 
attorney  found  the  record  was  not  entered,  he  took  meas- 
ures to  countermand  the  witnesses,  but  was  too  late. 

Draper  during  this  term  obtained  a  rule  nisi  for  judgment, 
as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  which  was  discharged  by  Bogertj  on 
the  peremptory  undertaking  and  payment  of  costs.  The 
master,  on  the  taxation  of  the  costs,  allowed  the  full  costs 
of  the  witnesses  and  serving  subpoenas.  Bogert  now  moved 
to  revise  the  taxation  and  disallow  the  expense  of  serving 
the  subpoenas,  and  the  monies  paid  the  witnesses  :  contend- 
ing, that  as  the  party  employed  by  the  defendant's  attorney 
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to  have  the  subpoenas  served  had  notice  that  the  cause  was 
not  to  be  tried,  and  that  the  witnesses  would  not  be 
required,  the  plaintiff  should  not  be  put  to  the  expense  of 
these  witnesses,  who  went  up  to  Toronto  after  this  notice. 
Draper  shewed  cause. 

Per  Cur. — =The  circumstances  do  not,  in  our  opinion, 
warrant  the  application.  It  is  true  the  plaintiff  did  all  he 
could,  after  he  had  resolved  not  to  go  to  trial,  to  exempt 
himself  from  these  costs  ;  that  is  all  he  could  do  after  the 
accident,  which  seems  to  have  befallen  his  countermand  of 
notice  ;  but  some  one  must  pay  the  witnesses — the  expense 
is  great — neither  the  defendant  nor  his  attorney  acted  vexa- 
tiously,  nor  were  they  in  any  fault.  Notice  given  to  a  third 
person,  not  authorised  to  decide,  and  naturally  unwilling  to 
assume  responsibility,  cannot  suffice. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Spafford  v.  Buchanan  and  Malloch. 

Where  there  are  two  defendants,  judgment,  as  in  case  of  nonsuit  for  not  going  to 
trial  pursuant  to  notice,  will  not  be  granted  to  one  defendant. 

Notice  of  trial  in  this  cause  was  served  on  the  attorney 
for  the  first  defendant,  and  on  the  second  defendant,  who 
had  appeared  and  defended  in  person.  The  plaintiff  served 
a  notice  of  countermand  on  the  defendant  Malloch,  but  by 
accident  the  notice  of  countermand,  intended  for  Buchan- 
an's attorney,  miscarried.  The  cause  was  not  entered  for 
trial. 

Draper  obtained  a  rule  nisi  this  term  on  behalf  of  the 
defendant  Buchanan,  for  judgment  as  in  case  of  nonsuit. 
Bogert  shewed  cause.  Cases  cited  : — 4  T.  R.  620 :  4  B. 
&  C.  260  :  2  H.  Bl.  280  :  2  Say.  22  :  1  Burr.  358 :  Cowp. 
485 :  3  T.  R.  662  :  Hullock  on  Costs,  402. 

Per  Cur. — There  cannot  be  judgment  as  in  case  of  non- 
suit, at  the  prayer  of  one  of  several  defendants ;  they  must 
all  join.  In  this  case,  the  defendant  Buchanan  should 
have  his  costs  for  not  proceeding  to  trial  pursuant  to  notice, 
but  the  rule  for  judgment  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  should  be 
discharged.    As  to  the  costs  of  this  application — ^the  costs 
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of  this  argument  should  not  be  allowed,  because  probably, 
the  plaintilf  would  have  readily  assented  to  pay  the  costs 
of  the  day,  if  the  application  had  been  confined  to  that. 

Rale  for  judgment,  as  in  case  &c.,  discharged,  but  rule 
for  costs  of  the  day  made  absolute. 


Dixon  v.  Paul  and  others. 

Part  failure  of  consideration,  is  no  defence  to  an  action  on  a  promissory  note. 

Assumpsit  on  a  promissory  note.  Plea,  non  assumpsit. 
At  the  trial  it  appeared  that  the  note  was  given  in  part 
payment  for  J  an  acre  of  land,  and  certain  buildings  there- 
on ;  another  note,  not  yet  due,  for  a  larger  sum,  was  also 
given.  After  the  defendants  had  been  put  in  possession  of 
the  land,  they  had  it  surveyed,  and  found  that  the  building, 
instead  of  being  upon  that  part  of  the  plaintiff's  proper- 
ty sold  to  defendants,  it  was  owned  by  another  person,  to 
whom  defendants  paid  50/.,  and  obtained  a  title  from  him, 
and  this  action  was  defended  on  the  ground  of  failure  of 
consideration  ;  but  the  jury,  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief 
Justice,  found  for  the  plaintiff. 

Draper  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  set  aside  this  verdict,  and 
enter  a  nonsuit,  producing  an  affidavit  that  the  second  note 
had  been  negotiated  by  the  plaintiff,  so  that  defendant's 
would  be  compelled  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  the  price  of 
the  land,  though  they  had  been  forced  to  buy  it  over  again 
from  another  person. 

Washburn  shewed  cause,  and  filed  an  affidavit,  by  which 
it  appeared  that  defendants  had  taken  a  bond  to  secure  a 
title  at  the  time  the  notes  were  given. 

Per  Cur. — We  think  the  verdict  should  stand.  There 
was  a  substantial  consideration  for  the  note,  and  if  the 
plaintiff  could  not  sustain  this  action,  he  would  have  parted 
with  a  valuable  consideration  for  nothing,  and  the  defen- 
dants would  have  unjustly  profited  by  his  labour.  Defendants 
have  had  possession,  and  the  parties  therefore  cannot  be 
put  in  statu  quo.  Securities  for  title  also  seem  to  have 
been  taken,  on  which  defendants  may  sue,  and  recover  such 
damages  as  they  may  have  sustained. 

Per  CMr.--Rule  discharged. 
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Doe  ex  dem  Crawford  v.  Cobbledike. 

Where  an  ejectment  notice  to  pro"duce  a  crown  lease,  under  which  the  lessor  of 
the  plaintiff  claimed,  had  been  given,  and  the  lease  was  not  produced,  but  an 
exemplification  of  it  was  put  in,  and  the  defendant  gave  parol  testimony  that 
the  lease  had  been  assigned  to  a  third  party,  who  had  given  a  mortgage  on  it 
to  the  lessor,  which  had  been  paid  at  the  day,  and  the  jury  found  for  the 
•defendant :  Held,  that  the  evidence  that  the  lessor  had  parted  with  his  interest 
was  sufficient  to  support  the  verdict. 

Ejectment  for  No.  2,  1st  con.  of  Pickering.  The  lessor 
of  the  plaintiff  proved  title,  by  shewing  a  lease  of  the  pre- 
mises to  himself  by  letters  patent,  dated  1st  October,  1817, 
to  hold  for  21  years,  the  lot  being  a  clergy  reserve.  The  ori- 
ginal patent  was  not  produced,  but  instead  of  it  an  exem- 
plification under  the  great  seal.  The  defendant  produced 
evidence  to  shew  that  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  had  divested 
himself  of  the  estate,  which  he  held  as  lessee  of  the  crown. 
The  dispute  at  the  trial  seemed  to  be  confined  to  the  south- 
erly half  of  the  lot,  which  the  defendant  endeavored  to  prove 
had  been  assigned  to  one  Ray,  in  several  pieces  of  50  acres 
each.  Ray  was  not  shewn  to  have  transferred  to  the  defen- 
dant, nor  was  that  necessary.  It  was  alleged  that  Cobble- 
dike  was  put  in  possession  by  him,  but  it  was  immaterial 
whether  that  was  the  fact  or  not.  After  the  evidence  was 
closed,  the  learned  judge  left  it  to  the  jury  to  find  whether 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  had  parted  with  the  estate  conveyed 
to  him  by  the  crown,  in  which  case  the  verdict  went  neces- 
sarily for  the  defendant.  The  jury  limiting  their  enquiry,  as 
it  seems,  to  the  southerly  half  of  the  lot,  found  that  he  had 
assigned  it,  and  that  he  had  subsequently  taken  a  mortgage 
on  the  same  land  from  Ray,  to  secure  a  sum  of  money  lent, 
and  that  the  money  due  upon  the  mortgage  was  tendered 
on  the  day,  and  refused,  upon  which  finding,  they  declared 
their  verdict  to  be  for  the  defendant,  being  instructed  by  the 
learned  judge  that  such  ought  to  be  the  effect  of  their  find- 
ing the  above  facts  proved  to  their  satisfaction. 

The  Solicitor  General  and  Small  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to 
set  aside  this  verdict,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  unsupported 
by  legal  evidence.    Baldwin  shewed  cause. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — In  respect  to  the  north  easterly  quarter 
of  the  lot,  I  cannot  see  that  any  legal  evidence  was  given 
to  shew  that  Crawford  had  parted  with  his  estate  in  it ; 
unless  therefore,  we  are  to  understand,  that  the  case,  as  to 
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those  fifty  acres,  had  been  given  up,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  verdict.  The  transfer  of 
the  whole  northerly  half  of  the  lot,  however,  seems  to  have 
been  spoken  of  upon  the  trial  as  being  known  and  undis- 
puted ;  and,  as  no  evidence  was  brought  to  prove  the  contra- 
ry, nor  any  objection  taken  in  regard  to  the  evidence  given 
of  those  transfers,  it  was  probably  intended  only  to  litigate 
the  right  to  the  southerly  hundred  acres.  In  respect  to  that 
part  of  the  lot,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  evidence  was  sufl[i- 
cient  to  warrant  the  jury  in  finding  the  possessory  right  to 
be  in  Ray  ;  and,  as  I  understand  the  question  is  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  correctness  of  the  verdict  in  this  respect,  my 
opinion  is,  that  the  verdict  for  the  defendant  should  stand. 
Notice  was  shewn  to  have  been  given  to  Crawford  to  pro- 
duce the  original  lease — it  was  not  produced,  perhaps  he 
had  it  not — it  was  not  shewn  that  he  had.  Assignments  of 
crown  leases,  we  know,  are  commonly  made  by  endorse- 
ment upon  the  patent,  and  when  the  patent  cannot  be  pro- 
duced, it  will  seldom  be  found  possible  to  give  the  best 
legal  evidence  of  the  transfers,  when  there  have  been  several, 
as  seems  to  have  been  the  case  with  respect  to  this  lot. 
But,  in  my  opinion,  the  evidence  which  was  given  was 
sufficient  to  entitle  the  jury  to  say,  that  Crawford,  long  after 
the  issuing  of  the  patent  to  himself,  acknowledged  Ray  to 
be  rightfully  possessed  of  the  hundred  acres,  by  taking  from 
him  a  written  security  or  mortgage  upon  them ;  and  as  the 
jury  found,  further,  that  that  mortgage  was  extinguished  by 
a  legal  tender  at  the  day,  it  follows  that  the  interest  which 
Crawford  admitted  to  be  vested  in  Ray  must  be  regarded 
as  existing  in  the  same  manner  as  before  the  mortgage. 
The  evidence  of  three  of  the  witnesses  is  enough,  I  think, 
to  satisfy  the  jury  that  if  Ray  paid  the  money,  (which  he  is 
shewn  to  have  tendered  within  the  period),  he  was  to  be 
restored  to  the  possession  of  the  improvements  he  had  made 
on  this  hundred  acres — or,  in  other  words,  was  to  regain 
possession  of  the  possessory  right,  of  which  Crawford  had 
accepted  a  conditional  assignment.  The  secondary  evi- 
dence was  admissible  under  the  circumstances  shewn^  and 
it  was  sufficient,  I  think,  to  warrant  the  conclusion  which 
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the  jury  came  to.  As  the  paper  spoken  of  by  the  witnesses 
is  sworn  to  have  come  to  the  possession  of  Crawford,  its 
contents  must  be  taken  from  the  memory  of  the  witnesses 
who  drew  it  and  certified  it ;  and  their  testimony,  I  think, 
warrants  the  belief  that  Crawford  recognized  Ray's  right  to 
the  possession  of  these  premises :  if  the  paper  would  have 
led  to  any  other  conclusion,  Crawford  might  have  produced 
it.  We  are  of  opinion  the  verdict  rendered  for  the  defendant 
must  stand. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Bank  of  Upper  Canada  v.  Bethune  et  al. 

Where  a  cause  came  on  to  be  tried  in  its  turn,  and  the  plaintiff  not  being  ready 
the  defendant  consented  that  it  should  be  put  at  the  foot  of  the  docket,  and  it 
could  not  afterwards  be  tried  for  want  of  time,  a  rule  for  judgment  as  in  case 
of  a  nonsnit  was  refused. 

Bethune  obtained  a  rule  nisi  in  this  cause  for  judgment, 
£ts  in  case  of  a  nonsuit,  for  not  going  to  trial  pursuant  to 
notice.  Gamble  shewed  cause,  and  produced  an  affidavit 
shewing  that  in  consequence  of  a  notice  served  by  the 
defendants  three  or  four  days  before  the  assizes,  calling 
upon  the  plaintiffs  to  produce  certain  papers,  and  to  prove 
the  consideration  of  certain  deeds  in  the  plaintiff's  posses- 
sion, the  evidence  of  one  Mosely  was  necessary,  who  was 
then  at  Penetanguishene  ;  that  on  account  of  his  not  having 
returned  when  the  cause  was  called  on,  the  record  was 
placed  at  the  foot  of  the  docket,  with  the  assent  of  plaintiff's 
attorney ;  and  that  two  days  after  Mosely  came,  and  plain- 
tiffs were  ready  for  trial,  and  attempted  to  try  the  cause, 
but  the  assizes  were  ended  before  it  could  be  taken. 

Per  Cur. — The  rule,  under  these  circumstances,  ought 
not  to  have  been  moved,  and  must  be  discharged. 


Doe  ex  dem.  Milburne  v.  Sibbald. 

The  court  will  interfere  by  setting  aside  a  judgment  in  ejectment  and  hah.  fac. 
pos.  executed  upon  a  mortgage,  in  favour  of  an  innocent  purchaser  for  valuable 
consideration,  without  notice,  so  as  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  redeeming 
the  mortgage,  under  the  statute  7  George  II.,  on  payment  of  costs. 

One  Edgar  had  purchased  the  premises  in  question  from 
Sibbald,  the  defendant,  in  January  1835,  not  knowing  that 
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Sibbald  had  previously  mortgaged  them  to  Milbnrne. 
Milburne  afterwards  brought  ejectment  on  his  mortgage, 
and  served  Sibbald  with  the  declaration,  instead  of  serving 
the  tenant  whom  Edgar  had  put  into  possession.  Sibbald 
let  judgment  go  by  default,  and  hah.  fac.  pos,  was  Issued, 
under  which  Edgar's  tenant  was  ejected.  Edgar  heard 
nothing  of  this  until  three  weeks  before  the  26th  of  June 
last,  when  Ridout  moved  the  court  in  Trinity  to  redeem, 
under  the  7th  George  II.  chapter  20,  and  got  a  rule,  return- 
able at  Chambers.  The  judge  at  Chambers  refused  the 
rule,  as  the  action  of  ejectment  was  no  longer  pending,  and 
referred  him  to  the  court  this  term  to  apply  to  set  aside  the 
judgment  and  restore  the  possession,  with  a  view  to  make 
a  new  application  to  redeem;  and  now,  after  hearing 
Ridout  in  support  of  the  application,  and  Baldwin  against 
it,  the  court  made  the 

Rule  absolute,  on  payment  of  costs. 


Brown  v.  Bethune. 

Where  plaintiff  sued  out  a  bailable  ca.  re.  against  defendant,  and  before  its  return 
took  a  cognovit  from  defendant  without  using  the  ca.  re.  at  all,  and  subsequently 
entered  judgment,  entering  common  bail  for  defendant,  and  without  any  affida- 
davit  of  debt  other  than  that  on  which  the  ca.  re.  issued,  which  was  for  1,500/., 
charged  him  in  execution  on  a  ca.  sa.  for  2,500Z. ;  the  court  set  aside  the  arrest 
and  ca.  sa.  wiih  costs. 

An  affidavit  of  debt  was  filed  in  this  cause  on  the  11th  of 
May  last;  debt  sworn  to,  1,500/. ;  and  ca.  re.  issued  there- 
on, returnable  the  first  of  Trinity  term  last.  On  the  19th  of 
May,  defendant  signed  a  cognovit  confessing  a  debt  of 
2,500/.  On  the  26th  May,  plaintiff  filed  common  bail  for 
defendant,  entered  judgment,  and  sued  out  a  ca.  sa.  return- 
able the  first  of  Trinity  term,  without  any  other  affidavit 
being  filed  than  the  one  on  which  the  ca.  re.  issued,  which 
last-mentioned  writ  never  was  placed  in  the  sheriff's  hands. 

Bethune  obtained  a  rule  nisi  this  term  to  set  aside  the 
ca.  sa.  for  irregularity,  and  discharge  defendant  from  cus- 
tody. Washburn  shewed  cause,  and  produced  affidavits 
that  since  this  motion  was  made — 4th  November — defen- 
dant offered  to  pay  him  300/.,  provided  he  would  discharge 
him  from  custody,  and  promised  to  pay  him  the  remainder ; 
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that  his  reason  for  not  using  the  ca.  re.  was,  that  defendant 
had  made  an  olFer  of  coming  to  a  settlement,  and  plaintiff 
feared  he  would  not  settle  amicably  if  he  should  arrest  him  ; 
but  he  had  no  design  of  abandoning  the  process.  And  two 
questions  were  made — 1st,  was  the  ca.  sa.  irregularly 
issued  ?  2nd,  did  the  delay  cure  the  irregularity  ? 

Per  Cur. — The  plaintiff  was  not  warranted  in  suing  out 
a  ca.  sa.  upon  the  affidavit  made  in  the  first  instance,  as 
his  subsequent  proceedings  shewed  that  he  had  abandoned 
the  bailable  process ;  and  we  have  no  ground  in  such  a 
case  for  inferring  that  his  apprehension  respecting  the 
defendant's  leaving  the  province  continued,  since  he  de- 
clined to  proceed  upon  it  by  exacting  bail. 

Rule  absolute,  with  costs. 


McMartin,  one,  &c.,  v.  Spafford. 

Where  an  attorney  served  his  bill  of  costs  on  the  20th  May,  and  the  placita  on 
the  Nisi  Prius  record  were  entitled  of  Trinity  ternn,  which  commenced  on  the 
16th  of  June,  not  a  lunar  month  after  such  service,  but  a  memorandum  was 
added — to  wit,  11th  July — and  the  plaintiff  proved  that  his  declaration  was 
filed  that  day,  but  did  not  produce  the  writ :  Held  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  a 
veidict,  and  that  if  the  writ  were  issued  too  soon,  the  defendant  should  shew  it. 

This  action  was  brought  to  recover  the  amount  of  several 
bills  of  costs.  At  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  proved  that  he 
served  copies  of  his  bills  on  the  20th  of  May,  1834,  not  a 
lunar  month  before  the  first  day  of  Trinity  term  in  that  year. 
The  record  commenced  with  placita  of  Trinity  term,  1834, 
concluding  with  S.S.  10th  July,  1834,  which  was  a  day  in 
vacation,  after  Trinity  term.  Plaintiff  further  proved  at  the 
trial  that  his  declaration  was  filed  on  the  10th  of  July,  but 
no  evidence  was  given  to  shew  when  process  was  sued  out. 
The  defendant  objected  that  sufficient  evidence  was  not 
given  of  the  service  of  the  bill  one  month  before  action 
brought.  Verdict  for  plaintiff,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the 
court  whether  under  these  circumstances  he  was  entitled 
to  recover. 

The  point  was  argued  by  Sherwood  for  the  plaintiff,  and 
Bogert  for  the  defendant. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — With  reference  to  the  statute  2  Geo.  11. 
chapter  23,  the  suing  out  of  the  writ,  and  not  the  filing 
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declaration,  is  to  be  treated  as  the  commencement  of  the 
action — that  is  clearly  so  held.  The  record  here  does  not 
contain  what  is  properly  called  a  special  memorandum, 
being  made  up  as  records  are  in  the  Common  Pleas  and  as 
in  the  King's  Bench,  when  the  proceedings  are  by  original. 
The  first  placita  may  be  supposed  to  state  the  term  in  which 
declaration  is  filed,  or  it  seems  that  it  may  properly  in  this 
case  be  entered  as  of  the  term  in  which  issue  is  joined,  and 
this  is  the  usual  course  with  us.  The  first  question  here  is, 
can  the  mere  addition  of  the  words  "  to  wit,  the  10th  day 
of  July,  1834,"  be  looked  upon  as  equivalent  to  a  special 
memorandum?  It  merely  specifies  as  a  day  in  term  that 
which  we  know  to  be  a  day  out  of  term ;  whereas  a  special 
memorandum  states  that  on  a  particular  day  the  plaintiff, 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  court,  brought  his  bill  into 
the  proper  office  and  filed  the  same  as  of  such  a  term,  &c. 
The  record,  with  this  special  entitling,  states  nothing  more 
than  that  pleadings  which  according  to  the  course  of  the  court 
must  be  supposed  to  have  taken  place  before  the  court  in 
term,  did  in  fact  take  place  on  a  particular  day  which  is 
not  in  term ;  but  when  the  action  was  commenced  cannot, 
strictly  speaking,  be  fairly  inferred  from  this  entry.  A 
special  memorandum,  stating  the  bill  to  be  filed  on  such  a 
day,  shews  by  that  statement  that  the  suit  commenced  on 
that  day,  because  the  bill  is  the  process.  But  the  same 
cannot  be  said  of  this  record.  It  conveys  no  certain  infor- 
mation to  us  of  the  day  on  which  the  declaration  was  filed ; 
and  if  it  did,  the  declaration  is  not  process,  as  the  bill  is  in 
England ;  and  shewing  when  it  was  filed,  does  not  shew 
when  the  suit  was  commenced — at  least  as  regards  this 
statute — though  it  may  suffice  when  the  commencement  of 
the  action  is  to  be  ascertained  for  other  purposes. — -Imp.  C, 
P.  187. 

Our  records  are  made  up  as  records  are  made  up  in 
England  in  the  Common  Pleas,  where  capias  is  the  first 
process ;  and  as  they  are  made  up  in  the  King's  Bench, 
where  the  suit  is  by  original.  In  such  a  case  there  is  no 
memorandum  of  the  filing  of  any  bill,  and  all  that  is  found 
in  the  books  on  that  subject  is  inapplicable  ;  but  the  head- 
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ing  the  record  must  be  taken  to  be  the  time  of  declaring,  or 
rather,  may  be  so  taken,  for  it  may  be  the  time  that  issue  is 
joined.  It  cannot,  however,  mean  any  time  anterior  to 
declaring,  for  the  process  is  not  entered  on  the  record.  A 
record  made  up  as  this  is,  therefore,  might  import  (without 
the  special  date  added  at  the  foot  of  the  placita)  that  on  the 
first  day  of  Trinity  term  (16th  June,  1834)  the  plaintiff  filed 
his  declaration,  or  perhaps  that  on  that  day  the  parties  were 
at  issue.  As  that  would  be  too  soon  after  the  delivery  of 
the  bill  of  costs,  the  plaintiff  adds  at  the  foot  of  the  placita^ 
"  to  wit :  10th  July,  1834,"  which  may  import  that  on  that 
day  he  filed  his  declaration,  and  in  fact  he  proved  this  same 
thing  by  producing  his  declaration  filed  on  that  day.  After 
all  however,  notwithstanding  these  actual  distinctions,  the 
case  of  Webb  v.  Prichett,  IB.  &  P.  263,  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  case  expressly  in  point,  applying  to  a  record  made  up 
as  this  is,  (i.  e.,  where  no  memorandum  is  inserted  of  the 
filing  of  any  bill,  but  a  mere  placita  at  the  head  as  of  the 
term  in  which  declaration  is  filed)  ;  and  I  take  the  effect 
of  that  decision  to  be  that  the  plaintiff  in  this  case  proved 
enough  by  producing  the  record,  for  as  ihe*placita,  if  of  the 
term  generally,  would  have  been  against  him,  when  unex- 
plained, so  if  it  would  shew  in  his  favor  without  expla- 
nation to  the  contrary,  it  shall  be  so  taken,  and  it  is  left  to 
the  defendants  to  shew  a  proceeding  of  an  earlier  date  than 
the  recoifd  informs  us  of.  The  adding  the  particular  day, 
as  20th  July,  makes  that  the  earliest  day  of  which  the  record 
gives  information ;  and  therefore  there  is  the  same  ground 
for  saying  in  this  case,  that  prima  facie,  the  plaintiff  is  not 
too  early  in  suing,  as  there  was  in  Webb  v.  Prichett. 

It  is  true  that  the  process  must  in  point  of  fact  have  been 
before  declaration,  and  so  it  must  in  Webb  v.  Prichett. 
That  record  only  shews  when  declaration  was  filed,  in  like 
manner  as  this  does.  I  think,  on  closer  examination,  the 
adding  the  day  will  do,  as  added  here,  and  then  that  case 
becomes  an  exact  authority  in  this.  The  principle  on 
which  Webb  v.  Prichett  proceeds,  seems  to  be  this,  that  the 
date  of  the  earliest  proceeding  of  which  the  record  conveys 
information,  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  time  of  commen- 
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cing  the  suit,  until  the  contrary  is  shewn.  We  know,  to  be 
sure,  that  generally  speaking,  the  declaration  is  preceded 
by  process,  but  it  is  not  necessarily  so  ;  the  record  gives  us 
no  information  of  the  process,  and  it  is  left  to  the  defendant 
to  give  proof  of  it,  where  it  would  repel  the  presumption 
arising  from  the  record.  The  plaintiff,  in  my  opinion,  should 
have  the  benefit  of  his  verdict. 

Sherwood,  J.,  and  Macaulay,  J.,  concurred. 

Per  Cur. — Postea  to  the  plaintiff. 


Penniman  v.  Wince. 

A  rule  for  judgment  as  in  case  of  nonsuit  was  discharged  on  the  peremptory 
undertaking  without  costs,  when  owing  to  delay  occasioned  by  an  application 
of  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff  had  been  prevented  from  entering  his  record  for 
trial  on  the  commission  day  of  the  assizes,  and  the  defendant  refused  to  consent 
to  its  being  entered  afterwards,  until  the  plaintiff's  witnesses  had  gone  home, 
and  he  knew  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  proceed  to  trial. 

The  plaintiff,  who  had  been  embarrassed  and  delayed  in 
his  proceedings,  by  an  application  made  by  the  defendant 
in  chambers  shortly  before  the  assizes,  had  sent  up  his 
record  to  Hamilton  to  be  entered,  and  by  some  mischance 
it  did  not  arrive  till  the  day  after  the  commission  day.  The 
plaintiff  was  desirous  of  trying  his  cause,  but  the  defen- 
dant would  not  assent  to  the  record  being  entered,  although 
at  a  late  period  of  the  assizes,  when  the  plaintiff's  wit- 
nesses were  not  in  attendance,  he  signified  his  willingness 
to  go  to  trial.  These  facts  were  shewn  by  affidavit  on 
opposing  a  rule  nisi  obtained  by  the  defendant  for  judgment 
as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  for  not  going  to  trial  pursuant  to 
notice. 

The  court  discharged  the  rule  on  the  plaintiff's  undertaking 
peremptorily  to  try  at  the  next  assizes,  without  any  con- 
dition as  to  the  payment  of  costs — there  being  no  wilful 
laches  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendant  being 
himself  unwilling  to  assent  to  the  bringing  on  the  cause, 
as  the  plaintiff  at  an  early  period  of  the  assizes  was  desi- 
rous of  doing,  but  could  not  do  without  defendant's  assent. 

Per  Cur, — Rule  discharged  on  peremptory  undertakings 
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FaIRCLAIM  ex  DEM.   THOMPSON  V.  PuTNAM. 

The  court  refused  an  attachment  against  a  witness  for  not  attending,  who 
resided  25  miies  from  the  court  house,  and  was  subpoenaed  only  the  day  before 
the  trial. 

E,  C.  Campbell  moved  an  attachment  against  a  witness 
for  not  attending  at  the  trial  of  this  cause.  The  witness 
was  subpoenaed  at  his  place  of  residence  (25  miles  from 
the  court  house)  on  one  day,  to  attend  the  following 
morning  when  the  cause  came  on.  But  though  he  might 
by  setting  off  immediately,  have  arrived  in  due  time  for  the 
trial,  the  court  held  his  absence  under  such  circumstances, 
no  ground  for  an  attachment,  and 

Refused  the  rule. 


Monk  v.  Casselman. 

The  court  refused  a  new  trial  in  case  for  seduction,  where  the  jury  had  found  for 
the  defendant,  on  evidence  clearly  impeaching  the  character  of  the  seduced, 
although  affidavits  were  produced  on  the  motion,  that  if  the  plaintiff  had  a  new 
trial  he  would  rebut  such  evidence,  and  that  he  would  have  been  prepared  to 
have  done  so  at  the  former  trial  had  he  had  notice. 

Case  for  seduction.  After  the  case  was  made  out  by  the 
evidence  of  the  plaintiff's  daughter,  the  defence  was  gone 
into,  and  testimony  adduced  which  impeached  the  charac- 
ter of  the  girl  for  chastity,  and  shewed  the  plaintiff  to  be  of 
dissolute  habits.  The  jury,  after  a  long  trial,  found  for  the 
defendant,  and  this  term  Draper  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  set 
aside  this  verdict,  and  for  a  new  trial,  principally  upon 
affidavits  setting  forth  that  if  a  new  trial  were  granted,  the 
plaintiff  could  adduce  evidence  which  would  falsify  the 
charges  against  his  daughter's  character,  of  which  charges 
he  had  no  sort  of  notice  until  the  witnesses  gave  their 
evidence  at  the  trial.    Bogert  shewed  cause. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — We  are  of  opinion  that  a  new  trial 
should  not  be  granted  in  this  case,  either  upon  the  evidence 
or  upon  any  ground  furnished  by  the  plaintiff's  affidavit. 
The  defendant  upon  the  trial  had  to  vindicate  himself  upon 
a  charge  of  seduction,  said  to  have  been  committed  by  him 
under  such  circumstances  that  if  he  had  been  found  guilty 
by  the  jury,  he  must  have  been  rendered  forever  infamous. 
After  a  full,  and  for  all  that  appears,  a  perfectly  fair  trial, 
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he  has  been  acquitted,  and  it  must  be  some  very  strong  and 
plain  ground  that  would  warrant  us  in  putting  him  again 
upon  his  trial.  It  is  alleged  that  he  fled  when  the  charge 
was  first  made  against  him,  that  certainly  is  a  most  unfa- 
vorable circumstance,  but  it  may  be  capable  of  satisfactory 
explanation  ;  and  at  any  rate,  with  a  knowledge  of  that  fact, 
and  a  due  consideration  of  all  other  facts  and  circumstances, 
he  has  been  found  not  guilty.  Except  his  alleged  with- 
drawal from  justice  for  a  time,  there  was  no  circumstance 
in  evidence  controverting  the  testimony  of  the  single  wit- 
ness on  whose  evidence  the  charge  rested.  She  is  evidently 
a  young  female  of  unusually  depraved  character  and  licen- 
tious habits,  if  dependence  can  be  placed  on  the  testimony 
of  numerous  witnesses.  The  jury,  whose  peculiar  province 
it  was  to  judge  of  the  credibility  of  the  evidence,  might 
nevertheless  have  believed  her,  but  we  have  no  authority 
to  say  they  ought  to  have  believed  her.  Much  proof  was 
given  of  the  plaintiff  being  a  man  of  profligate  character, 
so  exceedingly  profligate  indeed,  that  the  ruin  of  the  morals 
of  any  member  of  his  family  must  seem  to  have  been  more 
justly  attributable  to  himself  than  to  any  other  cause. 
Whether  the  jury  gave  their  verdict  for  the  defendant  upon 
the  ground  that  such  a  parent  had  no  claim  to  compensa- 
tion for  an  injury  of  this  kind,  or  because  they  disbelieved 
the  testimony  of  the  child,  and  were  not  satisfied  of  the 
defendant's  guilt,  is  only  known  to  themselves  ;  if  it  were 
upon  the  first  ground,  they  should  have  given  some  dam- 
ages, however  trifling,  rather  than  have  held  the  action  to 
be  barred.  The  case,  as  it  stood  before  them,  was  one  of 
that  character,  that  if  they  had  given  a  contrary  verdict  and 
had  given  heavy  damages  against  the  defendant,  I  should 
not  have  been  inclined  to  interpose,  because  I  should  then 
have  looked  upon  the  defendant  as  having  been  proved 
guilty  of  the  offence ;  and  however  slight  may  have  been 
the  claim  of  the  plaintiff"  to  damages,  we  should  have 
scarcely  interfered  to  relieve  the  defendant  from  the  punish- 
ment imposed  upon  him  by  the  jury.  On  the  other  hand, 
as  the  case  now  stands,  we  must  either  suppose  the  jury 
have  found  the  defendant  innocent  of  the  charge,  or  that 
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they  consider  the  plaintiff  altogether  unworthy  to  come  into 
a  court  claiming  compensation. 

Taking  it  upon  the  latter  ground,  which  would  have 
been  most  favorable  to  the  plaintiff 's  case  in  a  merely  legal 
point  of  view,  still  we  camiot  consistently  with  settled  legal 
principles  interfere.  If  we  were  to  grant  a  new  trial,  it 
must  either  be  because  we  differ  in  opinion  from  the  jury 
upon  the  evidence,  and  think  more  favorably  than  they  did 
of  the  plaintiff's  conduct,  or  because  we  should  desire  for 
the  interest  of  morality,  and  for  the  sake  of.  society,  that  the 
defendant  should  at  all  events  be  punished.  Upon  the 
first  point,  I  cannot  say  that  my  opinion  does  differ  from 
that  of  the  jury,  and  if  it  did,  theirs  is  entitled  to  prevail  in 
a  matter  of  this  kind,  not  merely  because  the  matter  is  one 
peculiarly  within  their  province,  but  also,  because  they 
most  probably  had  the  advantage  of  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  parties,  which  would  aid  them  in  forming  a  correct 
judgment.  Upon  the  second  point,  it  must  be  observed, 
that  it  would  be  entirely  against  principle  to  make  that  the 
ground  of  subjecting  a  party  to  a  second  trial  upon  such  a 
charge.  If  we  think  of  the  case  in  that  light,  that  is  with 
a  view  to  punishing  the  supposed  offence,  we  must  then 
consider  that  it  is  against  the  principles  of  our  law  that  a 
man  should  be  tried  twice  for  the  same  cause,  when  there 
had  been  nothing  defective  or  irregular  in  the  first  pro- 
ceeding. 

I  will  add  farther,  that  so  far  as  respects  the  public 
morals,  it  is  worthy  of  consideration  that  we  ought  not, 
except  to  answer  the  necessary  ends  of  justice,  to  expose 
the  public  a  second  time  to  the  hearing  of  such  disgusting 
details  as  occupied  the  attention  of  the  court  and  jury  upon 
the  trial  of  this  case,  and  certainly  not  from  any  indulgent 
consideration  towards  a  parent  whose  character  appears  in 
such  a  light  as  that  of  the  present  plaintiff. 

Per  Cur, — Rule  discharged. 
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Doe  ex  dem.  Lasher  v.  Edgar. 

The  court  set  aside  nonsuit  for  not  confessing  lease,  &c.,  judgment  and  hah.fac. 
pos.,  on  its  being  shewn  on  affidavit  that  defendant's  attorney  intended  to  have 
entered  into  a  special  consent  jule,  but  through  some  inadvertence  had  been 
omitted,  in  consequence  of  which,  no  defence  was  or  could  be  made — on  pay- 
ment of  costs,  and  on  condition  that  no  action  should  be  brought,  if  any  entry 
had  been  made  under  the  hob.  fac.  pos. 

The  plaintiff  in  this  cause  was  nonsuited  at  the  last 
assizes  for  non-confession  of  lease,  entry  and  ouster,  .  Judg- 
ment was  entered  on  the  first  day  of  term,  and  hab.fac.  pos, 
issued.  Kirkpatrick  moved  to  set  aside  the  nonsuit,  judg- 
ment, and  hah.fac.  pos.,  and  to  restore  the  possession  it 
changed  upon  payment  of  costs,  on  affidavit,  shewing  that 
through  some  inadvertency  or  misunderstanding  a  common 
consent  rule  had  been  entered  into,  when  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  required  it  to  be  special,  the  question  being 
whether  the  land  claimed  formed  part  of  one  particular  lot 
or  of  another,  and  that  in  consequence,  no  defence  was  or 
could  be  made  at  the  time. 

The  court,  on  condition  that  if  the  possession  had  been 
changed  no  action  of  trespass  should  be  brought,  and  on 
payment  of  costs,  made  the 

Rule  absolute. 


In  re  Peter  Paul  Lacroix. 

A  mandamus  was  granted  against  the  clerk  of  a  court  of  requests,  to  give  up  the 
books  and  papers  of  the  court,  which  he  had  refused  to  do,  on  being  removed 
from  office. 

The  Attorney  General  obtained  a  rule  last  term,  calling 
upon  Peter  Paul  Lacroix,  to  shew  cause  why  a  mandamus 
should  not  issue  commanding  him  to  deliver  over  all  books, 
papers,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  Court  of  Requests  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  of  which  he  had  been  clerk,  to  his  succes- 
sor, and  why  he  should  not  pay  the  costs  of  this  application, 
he  having  been  displaced.  And  now,  on  the  return  of  the 
rule,  no  cause  being  shewn,  the  court  made  the 
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Rex  v.  Justices  of  Bathurst. 

Where  a  person  had  been  convicted  before  Justices  of  the, Peace  and  fined,  and 
on  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions  the  Justices  there  admitted  more  evidence 
than  had  been  heard  on  the  conviction,  and  the  accused  party  was  acquitted, 
but  on  receiving  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  that  the  additional  evi- 
dence should  not  have  been  admitted,  they  confirmed  the  conviction  and  ordered 
it  to  be  recorded  but  took  no  notice  of  the  acquittal,  the  court  made  absolute  a 
rule  for  a  mandamus  commanding  them  to  enter  the  acquittal. 

In  Trinity  terni  last,  Baldwin  obtained  a  rale  nisi,  which 
was  enlarged  to  this  term,  calling  on  several  Justices  of  the 
Peace  of  the  District  of  Bathurst,  to  shew  cause  why  a  writ 
of  certiorari  should  not  issue,  to  remove  into  this  court  all 
proceedings  had  before  them  in  a  matter  of  complaint  on 
the  prosecution  of  one  Briggs  against  one  Crossby,  or  why 
a  mandamus  should  not  issue  to  them  to  enter  judgment  on 
a  verdict  which  had  been  entered  for  Crossby.  It  appeared 
on  affidavits,  that  last  summer  Crossby  had  been  tried  and 
convicted  of  an  assault  and  battery  by  the  Justices  under 
the  petty  trespass  act,  and  was  fined  41.  and  costs,  for  which 
he  gave  his  promissory  note  to  one  of  the  Justices.  Crossby 
afterwards  appealed  to  the  Quarter  Sessions,  and  on  a  trial 
had  in  that  court  before  a  jury,  was  acquitted,  tipon  which 
he  demanded  his  promissory  note,  which  was  refused  him. 
At  this  trial,  evidence  not  given  before  the  convicting  Jus- 
tice was  heard  by  the  assent  of  the  majority  of  the  Justices 
then  presiding  ;  and  the  propriety  of  admitting  this  evidence 
being  questioned,  the  point  was  submitted  to  the  Attorney 
General,  who  gave  as  his  opinion  that  no  testimony  ought 
to  have  been  received  in  sessions  but  that  of  the  witnesses 
who  appeared  and  were  examined  before  the  convicting 
Justices.  The  fresh  evidence  adduced  before  the  jury  at 
the  session  evidently  influenced  their  verdict  on  the  appeal. 
Upon  receiving  this  opinion,  Xhe  court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
confirmed  the  conviction  and  ordered  it  to  be  recorded, 
taking  no  notice  of  the  verdict  of  acquital  on  the  appeal. 
Notice  of  this  motion  w^as  duly  given  to  the  magistrates, 
and  now  on  the  return  of  the  rule 

The  court  granted  the  rule  for  a  mandamus  absolute. 
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HILARY  TERM,  6  WILLIAM  IV. 
Bank  of  Montreal  v.  D.  Bethune. 

A  foreigTi  corporation — to  wit,  a  bank — cannot  maintain  an  action  upon  promissory 
notes  discounted  and  received  by  them  in  the  course  of  conducting  banking 
business  in  this  province ;  although  they  may  maintain  an  action  for  money 
had  and  received  to  their  use,  against  the  party  for  whom  such  promissory  note 
was  discounted,  and  to  vi^hom  money  was  advanced  upon  it. 

Assumpsit.  The  plaintiffs  sued  by  the  corporate  name  of 
the  President  Directors  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Mon- 
treal. The  declaration  contained  six  counts,  charging 
defendant  as  maker  of  six  promissory  notes,  payable  to  J. 
G.  B.,  or  order,  and  endorsed  by  him  to  plaintilT.  The 
seventh  count  charged  him  as  payee  and  first  endorser  of  a 
promissory  note,  made  by  J.  G.  B.,  payable  to  defendant  or 
order,  and  endorsed  by  defendant  to  plaintiff.  The  8th 
count  was  indeb.  assumpsit  for  money  lent,  paid,  laid  out 
and  expended,  and  had  and  received ;  and  the  9th  count 
upon  an  account  stated. 

Pleas — 1st.  Non  assumpsit.  2nd  and  3rd  to  the  first 
count — That  the  Bank  of  Montreal  was  an  illegal  associ- 
ation, prohibited  by  the  British  statute,  14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37. 
To  the  7th  count  usury  was  pleaded,  and  another  plea 
that  the  note  sued  upon  was  endorsed  to  plaintiff  in  this 
province  in  the  course  of  an  unauthorized  and  illegal 
business,  which  plaintiffs  carried  on  in  the  province  as 
bankers,  not  expressly  founding  the  defence  on  the  British 
statute  14  Geo.  II.  Issue  was  taken  on  the  plea  of  usury, 
but  that  defence  was  afterwards  abandoned.  The  plain- 
tiffs demurred  specially  to  the  other  special  pleas,  and 
obtained  judgment  in  Easter  term  last.  Before  the  argu- 
ment of  the  demurrer,  the  cause  was  tried  at  the  Midland 
district  Assizes,  and  contingent  damages  were  assessed  at 
1002/.  7s.  6cZ.,  being  the  principal  and  interest  due  upon 
the  several  promissory  notes.  On  the  trial  before  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  making  of  the  notes,  the  endorsements,  presen- 
tations and  necessary  notices,  were  admitted  by  the  defen- 
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dant's  counsel,  and  a  number  of  letters  were  put  in  and 
admitted,  which  had  passed  between  the  Cashier  of  the 
Montreal  Bank,  resident  in  Montreal,  and  the  two  Messrs. 
Bethune,  who  were  parties  to  all  the  notes,  either  in  capacity 
of  maker  or  endorser.  It  was  admitted  that  the  plaintiffs 
suing  in  this  action  as  President,  Directors  and  Company 
of  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  were  incorporated  in  a  banking 
company  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Lower  Canada,  a 
copy  of  which  was  delivered  into  court ;  that  this  bank  had 
established  an  office  of  agency  at  Kingston  in  this  province, 
which  had  existed  there  for  more  than  four  years  before 
the  tria],  (in  1834),  and  which  was  conducted  by  an  agent, 
whose  particular  mode  of  appointment  was  not  shewn ; 
that  it  was  the  duty  and  business  of  this  agent  to  cash 
•  drafts  on  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  to  collect  notes  and  drafts 
which  had  been  discounted  at  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  on  the 
credit  of  persons  residing  in  this  province,  and  to  discount 
!notes  offered  to  him  at  Kingston  in  the  usual  course  of 
banking  business,  deducting  the  interest  for  90  days,  and 
advancing  the  money  for  such  notes  in  bills  of  the  Montreal 
Bank,  signed  and  first  issued  at  the  Bank  of  Montreal; 
and  these  notes  were  made  and  endorsed  for  the  purpose 
of  being  discounted  in  that  manner,  and  were  discounted 
by  the  agent  at  Kingston,  some  of  them  for  this  defendant, 
and  others  for  Jas.  G.  Bethune,  the  amount,  deducting  the 
interest,  being  paid  at  Kingston  in  bills  of  the  Montreal 
"  Bank.  These  admissions  were  made  with  a  view  to  found 
upon  them  any  objections  to  the  plaintiffs'  right  to  recover 
which  the  defendant  might  choose  to  urge  in  the  following 
term,  on  motion  for  a  new  trial  on  the  ground  of  misdi- 
rection or  otherwise,  no  point  being  reserved  at  nisi  prius — 
and  they  were  brought  before  the  court  on  motion  made  for 
new  trial  in  Trinity  term. 

Draper^  for  the  defendant,  raised  the  following  objections 
for  setting  aside  the  verdict  as  contrary  to  law  :  1st.  Be- 
cause a  foreign  corporation  cannot  conduct  business  in  this 
province,  and  cannot  sue  on  a  contract  made  out  of  that 
country  in  which  they  are  incorporated.  2nd.  That  a  for- 
eign corporation  cannot  sue  at  all  in  this  province.  3rd. 
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That  the  plaintiffs  came  within  the  provisions  of  the  British 
statutes  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  and  14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37,  in  their 
inception  as  a  corporation,  or  when  they  commenced 
business  in  this  province  ;  and  4th.  For  misdirection  gen- 
erally, in  allowing  plaintiffs  to  recover  on  the  evidence 
given. 

The  charter  produced  is  contained  in  a  provincial  statute 
of  Lower  Canada,  passed  in  1820,  entitled  "  Jin  act  for 
incorporating  certain  persons  therein  named,  under  the 
name  of  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
Montreal."  It  appears  to  have  been  presented  to  the  Gover- 
nor on  the  17th  March,  1820,  and  reserved  for  the  signifi- 
cation of  his  Majesty's  pleasure.  On  the  18th  May,  1822, 
it  was  assented  to  by  his  Majesty  in  the  privy  council,  and 
on  the  22nd  July,  1822,  the  royal  assent  was  signified  by 
a  proclamation  published  in  Lower  Canada.  The  statute 
has  this  preamble  :  "  Whereas  the  establishment  of  a  Bank 
at  the  city  of  Montreal  by  Legislative  authority,  would  be 
conducive  to  the  establishment  of  agriculture  and  com- 
merce, and  promote  the  prosperity  of  this  province  ;  and 
whereas  divers  loyal  subjects  of  his  Majesty  in  this  province, 
by  their  humble  petition  in  this  behalf,  have  represented 
that  an  association  has  been  formed,  in  which  they  have 
become  subscribers  and  stockholders,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  Bank  at  the  said  city  of  Montreal,  under  cer- 
tain articles  of  agreement,  &c.,  and  that  the  said  Bank  is 
now  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  business  for  which  it  was 
instituted,  and  have  prayed  that  for  the  better  effecting  the 
purposes  of  their  association,  they,  their  successors  and 
assigns,  may  be  mcorporated  under  regulations  and  pro- 
visions as  nearly  corresponding  with  the  terms  of  their 
original  association  as  may  be."  It  then  enacts  that  the 
persons  named  (and  their  respective  representatives)  shall 
be,  and  they  are  thereby  ordained  and  constituted  a  body 
corporate,  &c.,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  and  shall  so  continue 
till  the  1st  June,  1831  ;  and  by  the  same  name  shall  be 
capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  &c.,  in  all  courts  and 
places  whatsoever,  and  to  purchase  and  hold  real  or  im- 
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moveable  estate  for  the  convenient  conduct  or  management 
of  the  business  of  the  said  bank,  (not  exceeding  1000/.  in 
value),  and  for  no  other  purpose,  and  may  have  a  seal,  &c., 
and  may  make  such  bye  laws,  &c.,  as  may  appear  neces- 
sary for  the  management  of  the  said  bank,  and  may  do  and 
execute  by  the  name  aforesaid  all  and  singular  other  the 
matters  and  things  touching  the  management  of  the  business 
of  the  said  corpor^ation  which  to  them  may  appertain  to  do. 
The  capital  is  limited  to  250,000/.  Thirteen  directors  are 
to  be  chosen  annually  to  manage  their  business,  and  in  case 
any  of  them  should  be  absent  from  the  province  for  three 
months  at  a  time,  his  place  is  to  be  filled  up  by  another  to 
be  chosen  by  the  remaining  directors.  The  directors  are 
to  appoint  such  officers,  clerks  and  servants,  under  them, 
as  shall  be  necessary  for  conducting  the  business  of  the  said 
corporation.  In  suits  at  law  against  the  bank,  process  may 
be  served  upon  the  president  or  vice  president,  or  at  the 
office  of  the  said  bank.  No  person  shall  be  a  director  who 
is  not  a  stockholder  actually  resident  in  the  city  of  Mon- 
treal :  the  debts  of  the  bank  shall  never  exceed  three 
times  the  amount  of  the  capital  paid  in,  and  the  deposits  : 
the  stock  to  be  transferred  in  the  manner  pointed  out : 
the  books,  papers,  correspondence  and  funds  of  the  said 
corporation,  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  inspection 
of  the  directors  :  the  corporation  are  not  to  deal  directly 
or  indirectly  in  anything  except  bills  of  exchange, — dis- 
counting on  notes  of  hand,  or  promissory  notes,  and  to 
receive  the  discount  at  the  time  of  negotiating — gold  or 
silver  bullion,  or  in  the  sale  of  stock  pledged  for  money 
lent  and  not  redeemed  :  that  the  notes  of  the  corporation 
shall  be  payable  in  current  gold  or  silver  coin  :  no  stock- 
holder to  be  liable  in  his  natural  capacity  for  the  debts  of 
the  corporation :  the  Governor,  or  either  branch  of  the 
legislature,  may  require  from  time  to  time,  from  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  corporation,  statements  of  their 
capital  stock,  debts  due  to  them,  monies  deposited  in  the 
bank,  notes  in  circulation  and  cash  in  hand  :  they  shall 
not  raise  loans  of  money,  nor  increase  their  capital.  This 
act  was  to  be  in  force  till  1st  June,  1831,  provided,  how- 
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ever,  that  if  before  that  time  a  provincial  bank  should  be 
established  by  the  legislature^  then  after  the  expiration  of 
seven  years  from  the  passing  of  that  act,  this  corporation 
should  be  dissolved,  and  all  their  powers,  rights,  &c., 
should  cease.  By  an  act,  passed  26th  March,  1830,  this 
statute  was  continued  to  1st  June,  1837,  and  some  amend- 
ments made  at  the  same  time  in  its  provisions, — among 
others,  that  the  total  amount  of  notes  for  less  sum  than  2bs. 
in  circulation  at  any  one  time,  should  never  exceed  one- 
fifth  of  the  capital  paid  in,  and  that  the  legislature  of  Low- 
er Canada  may  at  any  time  suppress  or  limit  the  issue  and 
circulation  of  all  the  notes  under  25s.  ;  and  that  if  the  cor- 
poration shall  issue  in  all  a  greater  amount  of  bills  than 
their  charter  authorizes,  both  the  statutes  of  incorporation 
are  to  cease  and  determine,  from  the  time  of  such  exces- 
sive issue  taking  place.  There  is  also  a  provision  that  both 
of  these  statutes  shall  cease  within  ten  months  after  the 
expiration  of  an  act  passed  (1st.  Geo.  IV.)  incorporating  a 
bank  under  the  name  of  the  Quebec  Bank,  unless  the  last 
mentioned  act  should  be  continued  or  amended,  or  unless 
an  act  should  be  passed  for  the  incorporation  of  some  other 
bank  by  the  provincial  legislature, 

The  case  was  argued  last  term,  by  Sullivan  for  plaintiff, 
and  Draper  for  defendant,  and  now  judgment  was  given. 

Robinson,  C.  J.  (After  stating  the  case  ut  supra). ~1 
have  cited  all  such  parts  of  these  statutes,  forming  the 
charter  of  the  company,  as  seem  to  me  to  be  in  any  degree 
material  for  the  purpose  of  shewing — 1st.  Whether  the  6 
Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  or  the  14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37,  apply  to  this 
institution. 

2nd.  To  what  objects  the  corporation  is  restricted. 

3rd.  To  what  locality  it  is  intended  to  confine  it. 

With  respect  to  6  Geo.  I.,  and  14  Geo.  II.,  after  the 
opinion  of  this  court  given  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  Up- 
per Canada  v.  Bethune,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to 
say  that  I  think  no  objection  to  the  plaintiffs'  recovery  can 
be  grounded  upon  them.  We  have  already  decided  that 
the  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  is  not  now  in  force  in  this  province 
since  its  repeal  by  the  statute  6  Geo.  IV.,  and  to  that 
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opinion  I  adhere.  The  14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37,  was  passed  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  in  the  colonies  the  6  Geo.  L 
ch.  18,  by  removing  some  obstacles  that  '  ad  inadvertently 
been  left  in  the  way  of  its  practical  operation.  It  was  never 
meant  that  it  should  have  the  effect  of  extending  that 
statute  to  the  colonies  after  it  should  have  ceased  to  exist, 
and  more  especially  after  its  repeal,  not  for  any  temporary 
or  local  cause,  but  from  the  conviction  of  parliament  as 
expressed  in  the  preamble  to  the  repealing  act,  that  the 
nuisances  which  it  was  designed  to  restrain  would  be  more 
properly  dealt  with  by  the  application  of  the  principles  of 
the  common  law.  It  is  further  my  opinion,  that  admitting 
the  Bank  of  Montreal  to  be  a  legally  chartered  corporation 
in  Lower  Canada,  and  therefore  not  such  an  association  as 
would  come  within  the  prohibition  of  these  statutes,  suppo- 
sing them  still  in  force,  then  it  cannot  be  brought  within 
the  statutes  by  reason  of  its  extending  its  transactions, 
legally  or  illegally  to  this  province,  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  an  agent.  They  have  created  no  illegal  stock,  and 
have  associated  in  no  illegal  manner,  nor  for  any  illegal 
purpose.  But,  being  legally  a  body  corporate  in  Lower 
Canada,  they  have  presumed,  it  is  said,  to  act  illegally  as 
a  body  corporate  here,  and  that  such  presuming  to  act 
as  a  body  corporate  here  without  legal  authority  brings 
them  within  the  statute — surely  that  would  be  a  strained 
construction.  The  act  attempted  to  be  done  by  them  here, 
may  indeed  be  void,  but  the  corporation  still  legally  exists 
in  Lower  Canada,  and  in  Lower  Canada  only ;  it  never 
was  in  this  province,  and  cannot  therefore  have  constituted 
a  nuisance  here,  nor  can  it  be  declared  or  made  an  illegal 
body  by  our  laws.  And  the  fact  is  not  that  the  Bank  of 
Montreal  has  presumed  to  act  as  a  corporation  within  this 
province — they  have  presumed  to  appoint  an  agent  for  this 
province,  not  to  act  as  a  corporation  here,  but  to  act  for 
them,  the  corporation  existing  in  Lower  Canada,  to  lend 
their  money  here  for  them,  and  to  take  notes  to  them  for 
the  repayment — that  is,  to  the  corporation  continuing  in 
Lower  Canada.  Whether  they  could  transact  business  in 
this  manner  by  their  agent,  is  a  question  to  be  disposed  of 
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on  other  grounds.    The  statutes  referred  tp  would  not  in 
my  opinion  govern  that  question,  nor  affect  the  right  of  the 
plaintiffs  to  recover,  admitting  them  to  be  fully  in  force. 
Then,  with  a  view  to  determine  the  main  question,  whether 
this  corporation  could  conduct  the  business  of  banking  in 
this  province,  and  can  sustain  an  action  in  our  courts  upon 
causes  of  action  accruing  to  them  in  the  course  of  such 
business,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  their  charter  clearly  con- 
templates their  sphere  of  action,  as  confined  to  Lower 
Canada.    The  avowed  motive  to  the  granting  this  charter 
was  to  serve  the  agricultural  interests  of  Lower  Canada. 
Those  who  were  to  conduct  its  affairs  are  required  to  be  all 
resident  in  Montreal,  and  to  manage  its  business  there. 
Their  debts  and  issues  are  to  be  limited — their  books, 
papers,  correspondence  and  funds,  are  to  be  constantly 
subject  to  the  inspection  of  directors  who  must  be  resident 
in  Montreal.    They  are  not  to  increase  their  capital,  and 
they  are  to  be  ready  at  all  times,  to  shew  to  the  Governor 
and  Legislature  of  Lower  Canada,  the  amount  of  debts  due 
to  them — the  monies  deposited  with  them — their  notes  in 
circulation  and  their  cash  in  hand.    How  all  this  can  be 
complied  with  while  they  have  agents  in  foreign  countries, 
with  power  to  act  as  bankers,  to  issue  their  bills,  and  dis- 
count notes,  without  any  limit  as  far  as  appears  to  us,  it 
is  not  easy  to  conceive.    There  is  nothing  in  the  charter  to 
shew  that  the  Legislature  which  gave  it  contemplated  their 
extending  their  business  to  other  countries,  and  there  is 
much  to  shew,  on  the  other  hand,  that  this  was  not  contem- 
plated.   What  is  more  material  however,  is,  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  Lower  Canada  could  not  have  given  to  them  any 
powers  to  be  exercised  in  another  country,  further  than  the 
laws  of  such  other  country  might  admit,  and  that  any  effort 
towards  it  on  their  part,  must  have  been  vain. 

The  facts  then  are,  that  this  Banking  Company  are 
incorporated  in  Lower  Canada,  under  a  charter  which  can- 
not give  them  a  right  to  extend  their  business  to  this 
province,  further  than  our  laws  may  allow — which  does 
not  expressly  give  them  any  authority  to  transact  business 
of  any  kind  here,  and  which,  moreover,  contains  provisions 
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and  restrictions  which  seem  to  contemplate  and  require 
that  they  are  to  conduct  the  business  of  banking  in  Lower 
Canada  only.  The  question  is,  can  such  a  bank  establish 
an  agent  in  Upper  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  discounting 
notes  and  bills  of  exchange,  and  issuing  their  bank  bills 
upon  such  discount,  and  can  •  they  sue  in  dur  courts  as 
endorsees  of  a  promissory  note  transferred  to  their  agent 
in  this  province  in  the  course  of  such  a  transaction,  without 
any  previous  reference  to  the  corporation  at  Montreal  ?  It 
is  an  important  question  in  several  points  of  view,  and  one 
that  it  is  exceedingly  desirable  should  be  setded  with  no 
unnecessary  delay,  after  it  has  been  once  agitat^^d.  It 
comes  before  us  perhaps  under  rather  fortunate  circum- 
stances, for  it  appears  from  the  letters  given  in  evidence  in 
this  cause,  that  the  agency  in  question  has  been  for  some 
time  withdrawn,  so  that  it  is  probable,  our  opinion,  if  un- 
favorable to  the  assumed  right  of  these  plaintiffs  to  make 
contracts  in  this  province,  will  occasion  less  inconvenience, 
(if  any),  than  it  would  have  been  attended  with,  if  their 
right  in  a  similar  case,  had  been  called  in  question  some 
years  ago,  when  their  transactions  in  this  province  were 
extensive  and  numerous.  Whatever  be  the  law  of  England 
on  this  question,  our  Legislature  has  passed  no  act  to  vary 
it,  for  upon  examination  of  the  only  provincial  statute  which 
has  any  apparent  bearing,  namely  the  act  4  Geo.  IV.  ch. 
13,  it  is  evident  it  cannot  affect  the  question.  That  act 
neither  expressly  nor  impliedly  sanctions  the  carrying  on 
of  business  in  this  province  by  foreign  banks.  It  simply 
enacts  that  no  body  corporate  or  person  shall  carry  on  the 
business  of  banking,  unless  they  redeem  their  notes  in 
money  on  demand  at  their  place  of  business,  within  this 
province.  1st.  This  act  is  temporary,  (for  four  years),  and 
has  now  expired.  2nd.  It  contains  an  express  saving 
clause,  that  it  shall  not  be  construed  to  legalize,  (by  impli- 
cation), any  corporation  or  any  transactions  which  would 
have  been  otherwise  illegal.  And  3rd.  It  makes  no  allu- 
sion to  foreign  corporations,  and  therefore  if  such,  cannot 
legally  make  contracts,  the  Legislature  cannot  be  sup- 
posed by  us  judicially  (whatever  our  private  belief  or 
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opinion  may  be)  to  have  contemplated  them  as  doing 
business  here,  or  to  have  intended  to  make  any  provision 
for  their  regulation. 

Treating  the  question  therefore  as  a  general  one,  to  be 
governed  by  the  principles  of  the  law  of  England  and  the 
authority  of  adjudged  cases,  it  will  be  found  to  lie  within  a 
very  narrow  compass.  Upon  the  argument,  the  counsel  for 
the  defendant  disclaimed,  and  I  think  properly,  the  resting 
it  entirely  or  mainly  upon  grounds  of  public  policy ;  he 
relied  rather  upon  the  established  principle,  that  a  corpora- 
tion cannot  exercise  powers  which  are  not  conferred  by  its 
charter,  and  that  our  court  cannot  recognize  the  right  of  a 
foreign  corporation  to  sue  upon  a  contract  made  beyond  its 
proper  sphere  of  action.  In  regard  to  the  question  of  policy, 
argument  founded  upon  the  supposed  impolicy  of  recog- 
nizing and  enforcing  such  contracts  can  weigh  nothing 
with  us,  unless  they  are  so  clear  and  so  decisive  as  to 
form  in  themselves  a  clear  ground  of  deciding  the  question 
upon  legal  principles.  I  mean  that  objections  of  this  nature, 
if  not  sufficient  of  themselves  to  prevail  must  be  dismissed, 
and  cannot  be  allowed  by  us  to  add  to  the  strength  of  ob- 
jections of  another  nature,  resting  on  merely  technical  rules 
of  pleading  and  evidence,  and  the  legal  competence  of 
parties  to  sue.  As  the  defendant  does  not  rest  his  case 
upon  the  impolicy  merely  of  allowing  foreign  corporations 
to  carry  on  banking  in  this  province,  and  as  my  opinion  is 
not  formed  on  that  ground,  it  is  not  necessary  to  enlarge 
upon  It.  One  could  not  however,  overlook  several  consid- 
erations, which  would  readily  occur  in  looking  at  the 
question  in  that  point  of  view.  So  far  as  the  objection  of 
impolicy  might  be  urged,  on  account  of  the  consequences 
in  diminishing  the  business  and  profits  of  our  own  chartered 
banks,  we  could  not  as  a  court  of  justice  proceed  upon 
grounds  so  narrow.  Supposing  the  foreign  bank  solvent, 
and  well  secured  and  their  paper  good,  the  general  advan- 
tage arising  from  their  circulating  it  here  might,  according 
to  circumstances,  much  outweigh  the  consideration  of  loss 
to  our  own  bank,  from  diminished  business  ;  and  if  it  were 
otherwise,  it  would  rest  with  the  Legislature,  (supposing 
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such  a  course  of  banking  were  otherwise  legal),  and  not 
with  this  court,  to  determine  the  question  of  policy  and  to 
protect  the  public  interest.  This  business  of  banking,  the 
lending  money  by  discounting  notes,  and  issuing  a  paper 
currency,  is  of  too  recent  introduction  to  allow  us  to  say 
that  there  is  in  the  principles  of  the  common  law  any  in- 
herent opposition  to  it,  for  long  after  the  foundation  of  these 
principles  were  laid,  banks  were  known  only  as  places  of 
deposit — the  present  practice  of  banking  is  of  comparatively 
modern  introduction.  The  point  upon  which  there  is  the 
most  obvious  reason  for  scruple  and  jealousy,  is  the  admis- 
sion of  their  notes  as  a  circulating  medium — a  substitue 
for  specie — but  clearly  we  could  not  say,  that  because  the 
discounting  the  notes  sued  in  this  action,  occasioned  the 
issuing  of  foreign  bank  notes,  the  plaintiffs  shall  not  recover 
upon  principles  of  public  policy.  We  have  always  had 
foreign  bank  notes  in  free  and  unrestrained  circulation 
among  us — for  many  years  the  notes  only  of  banks  in  the 
United  States,  afterwards  of  banks  in  Lower  Canada.  Be- 
fore we  had  sufficient  capital  to  establish  a  bank  in  the 
province,  the  circulation  of  foreign  notes  was  almost 
necessary — it  was  at  least  most  convenient,  and  so  gener- 
ally admitted  to  be  so,  that  the  Legislature  more  than  twenty 
years  ago  passed  an  act  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible,  the 
introduction  of  those  which  were  spurious,  by  making  it  a 
crime  to  forge  or  to  alter  them.  It  is  clear  that  bills  of  for- 
eign banks  may  be  freely  put  into  circulation  here,  and 
whether  by  individuals  or  associations  can  matter  little. 

Upon  the  question  of  policy  merely,  much  may  be  said 
on  both  sides ;  but  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  pursue  it.  Upon  the  strict  legal  question  of 
what  it  IS  competent  to  this  corporation  to  do,  looking  at 
its  charter  and  its  foreign  character,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  plaintiffs  cannot  sustain  their  action  as  endorsees  of 
these  notes.  The  letters  given  in  evidence  shew  no  privity 
between  the  defendant  and  the  corporation  in  Montreal,  in 
the  inception  of  the  transaction,  nor  until  after  its  comple- 
tion, and  the  defendant  can  be  no  otherwise  said  to  have 
contracted  with  the  plaintiffs  in  Lower  Canada,  where  alone 
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they  have  legal  existence,  than  by  admitting  that  they  can 
empower  an  agent  to  represent  them  in  this  province,  whose 
contracts  in  the  course  of  banking  business  originating  here, 
and  conducted  without  reference  to  the  company,  shall  bind 
them  on  the  one  hand,  and  enure  to  their  benefit  on  the 
other.  The  question  being  now  for  the  first  time  raised, 
we  are  driven  to  consider — 1st.  Whether  there  are  in  this 
case  two  parties  respectively  capable  of  contracting ;  and 
2ndly.  Whether  these  plaintiffs  could  legally  acquii'e  the 
causfe  of  action  on  which  they  are  suing  ;  and  in  order  to 
determine  these  points  we  must  regard  the  plaintiffs — 1st. 
as  they  are  a  corporation ;  2ndly.  as  they  are  a  foreign 
corporation. 

In  the  case  of  an  individual  inhabitant  of  Lower  Canada 
suing  in  his  natural  capacity  upon  a  cause  of  action  like 
this,  no  question  would  arise,  because  he  could  certainly 
engage  in  the  kind  of  transaction  out  of  which  this  action 
springs.  In  doing  so  he  would  be  merely  exercising  an 
ordinary  right  of  an  individual,  to  which  the  laws  of  this 
province  offer  no  obstructions.  But  it  is  otherwise  with 
respect  to  corporations.  When  an  individual  sues  upon  a 
contract,  the  question  is,  what  is  there  to  prevent  his  ma- 
king such  a  contract  ?  On  the  other  hand,  when  a  corpo- 
ration sues  on  a  contract,  the  question  is,  where  is  there 
authority  for  entering  into  it  ?  In  the  former  <?ase,  the  proof 
of  an  exception  to  the  general  right  lies  on  the  defendant. 
In  the  latter  there  is  no  such  general  right,  and  the  corpo- 
ration in  every  case  must  shew  its  authority  for  making 
the  contract  or  transacting  the  business,  out  of  which  the 
alleged  cause  of  action  springs. 

The  English  cases  upon  corporations  relate  chiefly  to  the 
municipal  bodies  created  by  charter,  for  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  towns  ;  and  the  right  or  mode  of  election, 
the  amotion  of  officers,  or  the  authority  of  making  bye 
laws,  are  the  principal  points  raised  in  them.  There  is  not 
much  to  be  found  in  adjudged  cases  bearing  directly  on 
the  question  before  us;  but  what  we  do  find  either  in  cases 
decided  by  the  courts,  or  in  books  treating  of  the  nature 
and  power  of  corporationsj  leads  clearly  to  a  decision 
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against  the  plaintiffs'  right  to  recover  upon  the  notes  sued 
on,  while  the  opposite  view  of  ihe  question  does  not  appear 
to  be  sustained  by  any  authority,  on  which  we  could  rely. 
In  the  case  of  Broughton  v.  the  Manchester  Waterworks 
Company,  3  B.  &  A.,  Bayley  and  Best,  J.  J.,  intimate 
strongly  their  opinions,  that  upon  general  principles  of  law 
a  corporation  cannot  bind  themselves  in  any  contract  for- 
eign to  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  constituted.  There 
are  certain  things  incidental  to  corporations,  even  where 
their  charters  are  silent,  and  these  are — 1st,  to  have*per- 
petual  succession :  2ndly,  to  sue  and  be  sued :  3rdly,  to 
purchase  and  hold  lands  :  4thly,  to  have  a  common  seal : 
5thly,  to  make  bye  laws,  It  is  the  second — viz.,  to  sue  and 
be  sued,  that  alone  applies  here  ;  this  power  is  given  ex- 
pressly in  this  charter  in  a  general  manner,  no  intention  is 
shewn  to  extend  it  further  than  the  common  law  would 
extend  it,  if  the  charter  had  been  silent,  and  any  attempt  to 
do  so  would  of  course  have  been  nugatory  as  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  i.  e.,  in  respect  to  any  effect  it  could  have  had 
in  this  province.  Then  it  is  next  to  be  considered,  that 
corporations  have  no  natural  existence — they  are  the  mere 
creations  of  positive  law,  and  are  established  for  the  main- 
tenance and  regulations  of  some  particular  objects  of  public 
policy.  They  exist  only  by  virtue  of  their  charter,  and  have 
no  other  capa*bity  than  such  as  is  necessary  for  carrying 
into  efiect  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  established. 
When  they  attempt  to  act  beyond  and  out  of  their  charter, 
they  can,  in  my  opinion,  acquire  no  right  or  interest  by 
virtue  of  such  act,  and  their  existence  on  such  occasions, 
and  for  such  purposes,  cannot  be  recognized  by  the  courts. 
They  may  bring  all  such  actions  as  are  necessary  to  assert 
their  rights  when  invaded,  or  to  give  them  a  recompence 
for  any  injury  done  them,  or  a  remedy  for  any  debt  or  duty 
withheld.  Upon  these  principles,  I  apprehend  it  follows, 
that  if  a  corporation  aggregate  created  in  this  province  for 
a  purpose  unconnected  with  trade,  composed  for  instance 
of  a  number  of  trustees  for  the  management  of  a  school, 
were  to  enter  upon  the  business  of  banking,  issue  bills  and 
discount  notes,  they  could  not  be  recognized  as  a  corpora- 
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tion  having  any  right  for  a  purpose  so  foreign  to  their  char- 
ter, and  could  not  sue  as  endorsees  of  securities  acquired 
in  the  course  of  such  business.    Taking  this  to  be  so,  then 
it  appears  to  me  equally  clear,  that  a  corporation  created  in 
Lower  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  business 
of  banking  there,  can  have  no  more  authority  within  this 
province  to  act  as  bankers  than  a  corporation  would  have 
which  had  been  created  here  for  purposes  wholly  dislinct 
from  banking.    It  may  be  admitted,  doubtless,  to  sue  in  our 
courts  upon  causes  of  action  contracted  in  Lower  Canada, 
while  acting  within  the  scope  of  its  powers.    The  case  of 
the  Dutch  East  India  Company  v.  Henriques,  1  Str.  612, 
2  Ld.  Ray,  1528,  goes  no  further ;  and  it  is  not  necessary  in 
this  case  to  raise  the  question,  whether  it  might  not  also  be 
allowed  to  sustain  an  action  in  our  courts  upon  a  security 
taken  in  this  province,  in  order  to  the  settling  or  securing  a 
debt  originally  contracted  in  Lower  Canada.    The  present 
case  however,  goes  further  than  any  authority  which  I  am 
aware  of  can  be  found  to  warrant.    By  establishing  the 
plaintiffs'  right  to  recover,  we  must  decide  that  a  foreign 
corporation  can  sustain  an  action  in  this  province  upon  a 
contract  not  made  in  Lower  Canada,  and  arising  wholly 
out  of  business  which  their  charter  neither  gives  nor  could 
give  them  any  authority  to  transact. 

In  reference  to  some  parts  of  the  charter  cited,  I  must 
remark  that  it  may  well  be  doubted,  whether  in  justice  to 
the  stockholders,  to  say  nothing  of  other  grounds  of  public 
policy,  the  directors  should  be  suffered  to  engage  in  business 
not  contemplated  by  their  charter.  It  has  further,  not  escaped 
observation,  that  from  the  statutes  given  in  evidence  it  is 
not  made  clear  to  the  court,  that  the  charter  of  the  plaintiffs 
is  still  in  force,  since  it  is  not  shewn  whether  the  charter  of 
the  Quebec  Bank  has  been  continued  or  when  it  would 
expire,  and  the  charter  of  the  Montreal  Bank  is  only  to 
endure  ten  months  after  the  charter  of  the  Quebec  Bank. 

In  looking  at  the  consequences  of  sustaining  such  tran- 
sactions of  a  foreign  bank  as  have  given  rise  to  this  action, 
it  has  not  failed  to  occur  to  us  that  it  may  be  said  truly, 
that  any  individual  may  freely  discount  notes  in  this  pro- 
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vince,  and  may  pay  out  the  bills  of  the  Montreal  Bank  as 
cash  in  the  course  of  such  transactions.  So  might  any 
person  or  association  of  persons  in  Lower  Canada  not  in- 
corporated, employ  an  agent  in  this  province  to  discount 
notes,  paying  out  in  like  manner  the  bills  of  the  Montreal 
Bank ;  and  it  may  be  contended,  that  the  public  are  not 
more  secure  in  having  this  paper  currency  introduced  into 
this  province  by  these  means,  than  they  would  if  they  were 
put  in  circulation  by  the  agent  of  an  incorporated  company. 
It  is  true  also,  that  the  taking  these  notes  as  endorsees,  did 
not  require  the  presence  of  the  company  within  this  pro- 
vince, nor  call  for  any  act  to  be  done  by  them,  which  it 
might  be  contended  they  were  not  authorized  to  do,  and  that 
when  the  notes  were  endorsed,  such  endorsement  must  be 
taken  to  transfer  them  to  the  plaintiffs  residing  in  Lower 
Canada,  and  so  enable  them  to  sue  as  upon  a  cause  of 
action  accruing  to  them  there.  Neither  have  we  overlooked 
the  application  which  maybe  made  of  the  principles  which 
I  have  mentioned,  to  the  case  of  foreign  Insurance  Compa- 
nies transacting  business  in  this  province. 

We  are  not  called  upon  here  to  advert  particularly  to 
cases  of  this  description.  Each  must  depend  upon  its  own 
facts,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  it  is  not  because 
the  corporation  suing  here  happens  to  be  a  banking  insti- 
tution, that  we  consider  it  incompetent  to  extend  its  acts  to 
this  province.  The  principles  are  general  upon  which  we 
decide,  and  the  authorities  upon  which  we  ground  our 
opinion  are — 1st,  the  cases  are  very  few  in  number  in  which 
foreign  corporations  have  brought  actions  in  England,  and 
in  which  it  seems  to  have  been  allowed  cautiously,  and  not 
without  question  or  discussion,  whether  they  could  of  right 
maintain  such  actions  in  England,  even  upon  contracts  made 
with  them  in  the  country  where  the  corporation  exists,  and 
within  the  scope  of  their  authority :  2ndly,  those  cases  in 
which  it  is  laid  down  that  a  corporation  cannot  make  a 
contract  which  shall  bind  it,  except  it  be  in  the  conduct  of 
its  proper  business  as  prescribed  in  its  charter ;  and  3rdly, 
the  principles  clearly  and  explicitly  laid  down  in  books 
treating  of  corporations  and  their  powers — that  they  are  so 
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limited  by  their  charter,  that  with  the  exception  of  the  few 
incidents  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  as  belonging  to 
all  corporations  aggregate,  they  can  assume  nothing  which 
their  charter  does  not  authorize. 

Having  a  strong  repugnance  to  the  defence  set  up  in  this 
action,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  which  I  have  express- 
ed, with  more  difficulty  than  my  brothers,  but  I  fully  agree 
in  the  opinion  that  the  action  cannot  be  sustained  by  the 
plaintiffs  as  endorsees  of  the  notes  sued  on.  It  does  not, 
however,  follow  that  the  plaintiffs  are  to  be  entirely  defeated 
in  their  recovery.  For  all  monies  which  the  defendant 
received  from  their  agent  for  his  own  benefit,  he  is  account- 
able as  for  money  had  and  received  to  their  use — he  can 
have  no  right  to  retain  it  and  leave  his  notes  unpaid.  It  is 
not  like  a  case  in  which  a  prohibiting  statute  has  been 
violated,  or  an  immoral  contract  been  entered  into ;  nor 
do  I  assume  that  either  party  engaged  in  the  transaction 
with  a  consciousness  that  it  would  not  be  sustained  in  law; 
they  are  rather  to  be  regarded  as  in  a  common  error.  The 
defendant  has  received  large  sums  of  the  plaintiffs  money; 
and  since  it  appears  that  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  pay  the 
notes  which  he  gave  in  return,  it  is  contrary  to  equity  and 
good  conscience,  that  he  should  retain  the  money  borrowed. 
The  note,  which  defendant  merely  endorsed,  we  cannot 
assume  was  discounted  for  his  benefit,  and  it  should  there- 
fore be  deducted  from  the  verdict.  The  parties  are  of  course 
under  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining  what  proportion  of  the 
verdict  rendered  in  this  case  may  be  allowed  to  stand,  upon 
the  principle  I  have  stated ;  but  if  there  is  any  uncertainty 
on  that  point,  it  must  lead  to  a  new  trial.  Generally,  it  is 
true  that  the  first  endorsee  of  the  note  is  taken  to  have 
given  value  for  it  to  the  first  endorser,  and  not  to  the  maker ; 
but  the  nature  of  accommodation  notes  is  known  to  be 
otherwise,  and  the  courts  have  made  distinctions  in  their 
decisions  which  are  founded  upon  this  known  difference. 
It  is  not  assumed  in  cases  of  such  notes,  that  a  considera- 
tion must  have  passed  between  the  maker  and  endorser. 
The  inference  is  rather  that  the  endorsers  are  mere  guaran- 
tees, lending  their  names  for  the  benefit  of  the  maker,  and 
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to  enable  him  to  raise  the  money ;  and  the  presumption 
arises  when  the  note  is  discounted,  that  the  maker  has 
obtained  the  loan  on  the  additional  security  of  the  endor- 
sers. It  may  possibly  be  otherwise  in  any  particular  case, 
and  if  it  be  denied  that  it  is  so  here,  a  new  trial  must  be 
awarded  to  determine  that.  As  to  the  plaintiffs'  right  to 
recover  the  money  advanced,  upon  the  count  for  money 
had  and  received,  I  do  not  feel  the  difficulty  which  presents 
itself  to  the  mind  of  one  of  my  brothers.  I  regard  the  plain- 
tiffs not  as  usurping  a  royal  prerogative  by  setting  up  a  cor- 
poration in  this  province  without  authority;  but  rather 
consider,  that  as  an  actual  legal  corporation,  they  have 
endeavoured  to  do  something  which  their  powers  do  not 
extend  to,  and  that  so  far  their  act  is  merely  void.  They 
thought  that  they,  being  a  corporation  in  Lower  Canada, 
could  employ  an  agent  to  lend  money  for  them  here,  and 
take  notes  to  them  for  it,  which  they  could  not  do. 

Sherwood,  J.,  (after  stating  the  case). — To  enable  me 
to  form  an  opinion  I  find  it  necessary  tc  examine  the  two 
following  questions,  namely — 1st.  Can  any  joint  slock 
company  formed  in  this  province  act  as  a  body  corporate 
and  make  legal  contracts  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their 
business,  without  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament  or  the 
King's  charter?  2nd.  Can  a  joint  stock  company  incorpo- 
rated in  a  foreign  country,  carry  on  their  business,  and  make 
valid  contracts  as  a  body  corporate  in  this  province,  by 
virtue  of  a  foreign  act  of  incorporation  ?  As  to  the  1st  point, 
I  think  it  clear,  that  by  the  common  law,  no  number  of 
individuals  could  associate  togelher  and  carry  on  any  kind 
of  business  as  a  body  corporate,  without  the  consent  of  the 
crown,  either  express  or  implied.  The  authorities  for  this 
position  are  clear.— 1  Roll.  Abr.  512,  13  ;  1  Inst.  250 ;  1 
Bl.  Com.  472.  An  information  may  be  filed  by  the  King's 
Attorney  General,  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  of  quo  warranto^ 
against  any  persons  who  presume  to  act  as  a  body  corpo- 
rate without  such  consent.— 2  Inst.  282  ;  Finch.  100  ;  2  T. 
R.  567. 

The  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  as  far  as  respects  the  subject,  was 
declaratory  of  the  common  law,  and  increased  the  penalty 
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for  its  infraction,  but  contained  no  new  prohibition  as  re- 
gards the  acting  as  a  body  corporate  without  authority  from 
the  crown  ;  and  this  appears  to  be  the  construction  put  upon 
that  statute  by  the  Imperial  Parliament,  when  they  enacted 
the  6  Geo.  IV.  ch.  91,  to  repeal  the  18th  19th  and  20th 
clauses  of  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18.  The  latter  act  recited  "  that 
it  is  expedient  that  the  several  undertakings,  attempts, 
practices,  acts,  matters  and  things  in  the  said  act  of  6  Geo. 
I.  mentioned,  should  be  adjudged  and  dealt  with  in  like 
manner  as  the  same  might  have  been  judged  and  dealt 
with  according  to  the  common  law  notwithstanding  the 
said  act."  From  the  foregoing  premises,  I  think  this  con- 
clusion inevitably  follows,  that  any  contract  made  by  a 
joint  stock  company  in  this  province,  in  carrying  on  their 
business  as  a  body  corporate  unauthorized  by  law,  must  be 
wholly  void,  because  it  is  based  upon  an  illegal  act.  The 
case  of  Duvergin  v.  Fellows,  5  Bing.  248,  was  an  action  of 
debt  on  bond,  given  to  secure  the  payment  of  a  compensa- 
tion to  the  obligee,  for  the  formation  of  a  joint  stock  company 
which  was  intended  to  act  as  a  body  corporate,  and  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas  held  the  bond  to  be  void.  The 
Chief  Justice  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court,  and 
remarked  that  "  persons  who,  without  the  sanction  of  the 
legislature,  presume  to  act  as  a  body  corporate,  are  guilty 
of  a  contempt  of  the  King,  by  usurping  on  his  prerogative. 
By  the  9lh  Anne,  ch.  20,  the  court  may  not  only  give 
judgment  of  ouster,  but  may  fine  a  defendant  convicted  on 
a  quo  warranto.  This  shews  that  the  usurpation  is  con- 
sidered as  a  criminal  act.  But  it  has  been  insisted  that  the 
usurpation  is  only  criminal  where  a  party  without  authority 
acts  in  a  public  office,  and  that  the  pretended  corporation 
that  these  parties  would  set  up,  did  not  affect  the  public, 
but  was  a  scheme  with  which  certain  individuals  only 
were  connected.  Most  of  the  statutes  relating  to  quo  war- 
ranto^ from  the  statutes  of  Gloucester  down  to  the  9th  of 
Anne  inclusive,  have  the  words  offices  and  franchises. 
Franchises  are  privileges  for  the  advantage  of  individuals. 
In  Com.  Dig.  title  quo  warranto^  many  things  are  mentioned 
as  matters  for  which  quo  warranto  will  lie,  which  are 
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valuable  only  to  the  individuals  who  claim  them  against  the 
crown,  and  are  not  connected  with  any  public  duty.  But 
it  concerns  the  public  that  bodies  composed  of  a  great 
number  of  persons,  with  large  disposable  capitals,  should 
not  be  formed  without  authority  from  the  crown,  and  sub- 
ject to  such  regulations  as  the  King  in  his  wisdom  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  public  security." 

The  contract  stated  in  the  declaration  in  this  cause  would 
also  be  void  upon  the  same  principle,  if  it  had  been  made 
with  a  joint  slock  company  formed  in  this  province,  and 
presuming  to  act  without  the  King's  authority. 

As  to  the  2nd  point — Can  a  joint  stock  company  incor- 
porated in  a  foreign  country,  carry  on  their  business  and 
make  valid  contracts  as  a  body  corporate  in  this  province, 
by  virtue  of  a  foreign  act  of  incorporation  ?  It  was  conten- 
ded by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  that  there  are  cases  to 
prove  that  foreign  corporations  may  sue  in  the  English 
courts,  and  he  endeavoured  to  deduce  from  this  position 
that  such  a  corporation  might  also  make  legal  contracts  in 
England  in  the  course  of  their  ordinary  business;  or  in  other 
words,  they  might  carry  on  the  business  in  England  for 
which  they  were  incorporated  in  a  foreign  country  express- 
ly to  carry  on  there.  The  cases  of  the  Dutch  East  India 
Company  v.  Moses,  Str.  613,  and  the  Spanish  National 
Bank  of  St.  Charles  v.  Dr.  Bennale,  1  C.  &  P.  569,  were 
cited  as  sustaining  this  position.  I  have  examined  these 
cases.  In  the  former  it  is  stated  that  the  covenant  upon 
which  the  action  was  brought  was  made  in  Holland,  and 
was  to  be  performed  there.  The  latter  case  was  an  action 
of  assumpsit  on  a  bill  of  exchange,  and  for  money  had  and 
received.  The  plaintiffs  were  the  National  Bank  of  St. 
Charles  in  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  and  sued  in  a  corporate 
capacity.  Letters  were  put  in  and  read,  in  which  he  ad- 
mitted that  he  held  in  his  hands  a  sum  of  1900/.,  the 
property  of  this  bank.  There  was  no  evidence  of  any  bill 
of  exchange.  There  is  nothing  in  the  case  to  shew  where 
or  how  the  money  of  the  bank  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
defendant,  but  his  name  clearly  proves  him  a  foreigner,  and 
I  infer  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case  altogether,  that 
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the  money  had  been  received  in  Spain,  and  that  he  had 
removed  to  England.  Those  two  cases  prove  that  a  for- 
eign corporation  can  sue  in  England  upon  a  contract  made 
in  a  foreign  country,  but  in  my  opinion  they  prove  nothing 
else — they  do  not  approach  the  principal  question,  whether 
a  foreign  corporation  can  make  valid  contracts  in  England 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  corporate  business.  The 
admission  of  the  former  right,  does  not  necessarily  include 
the  latter.  There  is  an  essential  difference  in  their  exis- 
tence and  effect,  and  they  rest  upon  principles  altogether 
dissimilar.  The  one  takes  its  rise  from  the  comitas  inter 
gentes^  that  mutual  consideration  which  is  due  from  one 
civilized  nation  to  another,  but  the  other  originates  in  the 
established  laws  of  the  land,  which  are  alike  binding  on  all 
its  inhabitants.  The  comity  of  nations  extends  so  far  as  to 
allow  actions  to  be  brought  in  our  courts  upon  contracts 
made  in  a  foreign  country  respecting  personal  property,  and 
designed  originally  to  be  executed  there,  but  from  the  re- 
moval of  some  of  the  parties  into  our  country,  the  contracts 
must  be  enforced  here  or  great  injustice  would  occur.  As 
the  common  law  is  founded  upon  principles  of  universal 
justice,  it  allows  the  declaration  to  state  that  the  contract 
was  made  here,  in  order  that  it  may  be  tried  by  a  jury  if 
necessary,  but  the  validity  of  such  foreign  contract  is  gener- 
ally tried  by  the  foreign  laws  under  which  it  was  made. 
The  common  law  however,  does  not  allow  the  validity  of 
any  act  done  in  this  country  to  be  determined  by  a  foreign 
law ;  and  therefore,  when  the  action  to  compel  the  perform- 
ance of  the  contract  is  brought  in  this  country,  the  remedy 
must  be  had  according  to  our  laws,  and  no  regard  is  paid 
to  the  foreign  laws  upon  the  subject  of  the  remedy  on  the 
contract.— 1  B.  &  A.  284 ;  3  Camp.  44. 

If  the  remedy  given  here  on  a  foreign  contract  by  the 
comity  of  nations  must  strictly  conform  to  our  laws,  the 
validity  of  any  contract  made  here  by  foreigners  must, 
a  fortiori,  be  determined  by  our  own  laws.  In  the  case  of 
Glegg  V.  Levy,  Burr.  1081,  3  Camp.  167,  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  emphatically  said,  "  A  contract  must  be  available 
by  the  laws  of  the  place  where  it  is  made,  or  it  is  void  all 
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the  world  over."  When  a  number  of  persons  in  a  foreign 
country  are. invested  hy  a  law  of  this  country  with  a  poli- 
tical character  and  personality,  to  enable  them  to  carry  on 
some  particular  business  there,  and  in  that  character  make 
contracts  in  their  own  country,  and  the  persons  with  whom 
such  contracts  are  made  remove  into  this  country,  justice 
as  strongly  demands  the  enforcement  of  such  contracts  here 
as  if  they  were  made  by  foreigners  in  their  actual  capacity. 
Public  policy  sanctions  such  a  proceeding  in  both  instances, 
and  the  law  of  the  land  is  not  against  it  in  either.  On  the 
other  hand,  neither  justice  nor  public  policy  requires  that 
foreign  corporations  should  have  a  right  to  carry  on  their 
ordinary  business  here ;  and  I  think  I  have  shewn  that  no 
association  of  individuals  is  allowed  by  the  law  of  England 
to  act  as  a  body  corporate  without  the  express  consent  of 
the  King.  If  every  foreign  joint  stock  incorporated  com- 
pany may  exercise  its  corporate  right  in  this  province,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  what  is  to  prevent  the  introduction  here  of 
foreign  patent  rights,  for  every  description  of  new  invention 
in  foreign  countries.  If  such  were  the  case,  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown  in  granting  or  refusing  such  franchises,  would 
be  literally  nominal.  The  same  literal  distinction  extends 
also  to  foreign  individuals.  They  are  frequently  invested 
with  peculiar  rights  and  privileges  by  the  law  of  their  own 
country,  which  they  cannot  exercise  here,  because  our  laws 
forbid  it.  A  foreign  attorney  or  surgeon  cannot  practice 
here  for  gain,  without  being  licensed.  He  could  not, 
therefore,  sustain  an  action  for  work  and  labour  performed 
here  in  his  professional  character.  There  is  nothing,  how- 
ever, to  prevent  his  bringing  an  action  here  for  work  and 
labour  performed  in  his  own  country,  according  to  the  laws 
there.  So  a  foreigner  may  recover  a  debt  here,  contracted 
in  a  foreign  country,  together  with  the  legal  interest  due 
there,  to  the  amount  of  even  10  or  12  per  cent. ;  but  he 
would  not  be  allowed  to  make  a  contract  here  for  such  an 
amount  of  interest.  It  would  undoubtedly  be  illegal.  The 
refusal,  however,  to  enforce  such  foreign  contracts  as  last 
mentioned,  would  soon  put  a  stop  to  all  trade,  and  there- 
fore the  policy  of  our  law  allows  actions  to  be  brought  and 
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sustained  upon  them,  but  it  makes  no  difference  between 
contracts  made  here  by  foreigners  and  by  our  own  people. 
What  is  illegal  with  one  is  illegal  with  both,  according  to 
my  view  of  the  law  on  this  subject.  Both  rest  on  the  same 
base,  and  must  stand  or  fall  by  the  same  principle  of  adju- 
dication. 

There  is  another  ground  upon  which  the  plaintiffs  contend 
the  contracts  in  this  place  must  be  considered  legal.  They 
allege  the  act  of  incorporation,  passed  by  the  legislature  of 
Lower  Canada,  operates  in  this  province  like  a  charter 
from  the  crown.  If  it  does,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
legality  of  the  contract,  and  therefore  the  proposition  merits 
consideration.  There  are  but  two  ways  by  which  the  King 
can  give  his  consent  to  the  formation  of  a  body  corporate — 
namely,  by  act  of  parliament,  and  by  charter  under  the 
great  seal.  The  plaintiffs  were  made  a  body  corporate  in 
Lower  Canada  by  act  of  the  legislature  of  that  province, 
to  which  the  King  gave  his  assent,  and  the  act  was  in  force 
within  the  limits  of  Lower  Canada.  It  is  very  clear  the 
act  is  not  in  force  in  this  province ;  consequently,  the  King 
did  not  give  his  consent  to  the  plaintiffs'  being  a  body  cor- 
porate here  by  act  of  parliament.  The  King's  consent  by 
act  of  parliament,  cannot  extend  beyond  the  limits  in  which 
such  act  is  part  of  the  law  of  the  land.  As  it  was  not 
alleged  the  King  ever  gave  a  charter  of  incorporation  to  the 
plaintiffs  within  the  limits  of  this  province,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  make  any  remarks  on  that  head.  My  opinion  is,  that  a 
joint  stock  company  incorporated  in  a  foreign  country  can* 
not  carry  on  their  business  and  make  valid  contracts  in  the 
course  of  such  business  as  a  body  corporate  in  this  province, 
by  virtue  of  the  foreign  act  of  incorporation.  I  am  also  of 
the  opinion,  that  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Lower  Canada, 
as  regards  the  present  question,  must  be  considered  in  the 
same  light  as  the  act  of  a  foreign  country.  Considering, 
therefore,  the  endorsement  of  the  notes  in  the  present  case 
to  the  plaintiffs  in  the  ordinary  business  of  banking  to  be 
illegal,  for  the  reasons  already  stated,  the  special  counts  of 
the  declaration,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  sustained ;  and  it 
remains  to  be  examined  whether  any  of  the  common  counts 

3  A  VOI».  IV. 


SQ2         king's  bench,  Hilary  term,  6  wm.  iv. 

are  good.  There  is  a  count  for  money  had  and  received  by 
the  defendant  to  the  use  of  the  plaintiffs  ;  but  the  notes  men- 
tioned in  all  the  special  counts,  except  the  seventh,  were 
made  by  the  defendant  payable  to  Jas.  G.  Bclhune  or  order, 
and  by  him  endorsed  to  the  plaintiffs,  who  sue  as  endorsees ; 
and  in  my  opinion,  the  notes  stated  in  the  first  six  counts 
are  not  evidence  on  any  of  the  money  counts  in  this  case. — 
4  M.  &  S.  567;  3  Camp.  101 ;  Gow.  22  ;  1  M.  &  M.  66, 
ib.  324.  The  note  mentioned  in  the  seventh  count  was 
made  by  James  G.  Bethune,  payable  to  the  defendant 
or  order,  and  by  him  endorsed  to  the  plaintiffs,  and  conse- 
quently is  evidence  of  money  had.  and  received  by  the 
endorser  (the  defendant)  to  the  use  of  the  endorsees  (the 
plaintiffs),  unless  the  illegality  of  the  endorsement  prevents 
its  being  used  in  that  way.  The  contract  between  the  de- 
fendant and  the  plaintiffs  for  discounting  the  last  mentioned 
note  has  been  fully  executed,  the  plaintife  having  paid, 
and  the  defendant  having  received  the  money  upon  it.  The 
plaintiffs  carried  on  their  banking  business  as  a  body  cor- 
porate at  Kingston  in  this  province.  Their  agent  there  had 
an  office  of  discount  for  several  years,  in  which  notes  and 
bills  were  discounted  generally,  as  at  Montreal  by  the 
board  of  directors.  The  note  now  in  question  was  dis- 
counted by  them  through  their  agent  at  Kingston,  in  the 
course  of  their  business  as  an  incorporated  bank.  The 
present  action  is  brought  in  affirmance  of,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enforcing  the  performance  of  a  contract,  which  I 
consider  is  prohibited  by  the  law  of  the  land  ;  and  therefore 
the  plaintiffs  are  not  innocent,  and  cannot,  in  my  opinion, 
sustain  this  action  to  recover  back  the  money  paid  by  them 
to  the  defendant  in  discounting  the  note  mentioned  in 
the  seventh  count.  In  the  case  of  Holman  et  al.  v.  John- 
son, Cowp.  341,  the  court  said  :  "If  from  the  plaintiff's 
own  stating  or  otherwise,  the  cause  of  action  appears  to 
arise  ex  turpi  causa^  or  the  transgression  of  a  positive  law 
of  the  country,  then  he  has  no  right  to  be  assisted  ;  it  is 
upon  this  the  court  goes,  not  for  the  sake  of  the  defendant, 
but  because  they  will  not  lend  their  aid  to  such  a  plaintiff." 
The  public  have  an  interest  that  the  thing  shall  not  be  done, 
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and  the  objection  in  this  case  must  prevail,  not  for  the  sake 
of  the  defendant,  but  for  that  of  the  public. —  Vide  Doug. 
698;  8  T.  R.  577;  8  Taunt.  492;  1  Camp.  547;  5  B.  & 
A.  335. 

The  original  contract  between  the  parties  being,  as  I 
think,  contrary  to  law,  it  appears  to  me  the  subsequent 
letters  of  the  defendant  do  not  confirm  or  render  the  contract 
valid,  or  amount  to  a  valid  promise  to  pay  back  the  money 
advanced  on  the  original  contract,  as  money  had  and 
received  to  the  use  of  the  plaintiffs. 

Macaulay,  J. — The  first  question  is,  whether  the  British 
acts  continued  to  have  force  of  law  in  this  province  since 
the  repeal  of  the  5  Geo.  I.  ch.  IS,  in  England.  I  assent  to 
that  part  of  the  luminous  judgment,  delivered  by  the  Chief 
Justice  in  Easter  term  last,  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  Upper 
Canada  V.  Jas.  G.  Bethune,  on  which  it  is  held  that  these 
acts  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  included  in  the  general 
extension  of  the  criminal  laws  of  England  to  the  province 
of  Quebec  by  the  14  Geo.  III.  ch.  83,  or  in  our  provincial 
statute  adopting  the  same  as  it  stood  in  1792,  but  that  they 
prevailed  independently  by  their  own  terms  and  the  18  sec. 
14  Geo.  III.  ch.  83.  Subsisting,  therefore,  purely  as  British 
enactments,  they  would  cease  to  operate  here  whenever 
repealed  in  England,  so  that  the  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  has  ceased 
to  exist  throughout  all  his  Majesty's  dominions,  leaving 
doubtful  only,  whether  as  a  consequence,  or  by  implication, 
the  14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37,  fell  with  it,  on  the  ground  that  the 
substratum  on  which  it  rested,  and  without  which  it  could 
not  endure  as  an  independent  act  of  parliament,  was  taken 
away.  The  arguments  in  favour  of  such  implied  repeal  are 
forcible  ;  and  if  I  felt  at  liberty  to  treat  that  statute  as  only 
an  explanation  of,  or  a  supplement  to  the  6  Geo.  I.,  or  as 
merely  extending  the  application  of  the  latter  to  the  Ameri- 
can colonies,  I  should  readily  subscribe  to  the  opinion  that 
they  ceased  together.  I  should  equally  think  so,  if  it  is  to 
be  regarded  as  a  mere  echo  of  the  6  Geo.  I.,  not  susceptible 
of  being  understood  or  applied  without  a  reference  thereto; 
but  it  appears  to  me  that,  taken  altogether,  it  is  more  than 
a  simple  explanation — more  than  a  mere  expansion  of  6 
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Geo.  L  To  a  certain  extent  such  is  its  office,  as  that  cer- 
tain matters  therein  recited  were  comprehended  and  em- 
braced in  the  6  Geo.  I.,  and  that  the  latter  so  explained, 
should  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  in  the  colonies  ;  and  had 
it  stopped  there,  it  must  have  been  dependent  upon  the 
eider  statute  for  its  continuance  and  effect,  and  must  neces- 
sarily have  become  inoperative  when  its  precursor  was  as 
a  law  annulled.  But  it  goes  further,  and  in  addition  to  the 
explanatory  portions,  enacts  in  substantive  terms,  that  all 
the  matters  prohibited  in  6  Geo.  I.,  including  those  therein 
mentioned,  should  be  illegal  in  America  also.  And  the 
subsequent  clauses,  touching  relief,  &c.,  grant  the  remedies 
afforded  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  latter  act.  Unless  it  be 
requisite  to  explain  the  contents  of  the  recital  to  sec.  18  of 
6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  no  reference  thereto  can  be  required,  in 
order  fully  to  understand  the  14  Geo.  II. ;  for  all  the  enact- 
ing part  of  that  section  is  recited  at  length  in  the  latter,  so 
that  it  contains  within  itself  everything  essential  to  an 
independent  statute.  If  all  these  portions  of  the  American 
act,  which  are  purely  explanatory,  or  which  merely  relate 
to  the  extension  of  6  Geo.  I.  to  the  plantations,  were  ex- 
punged, there  would  still  remain  substantively  enacted, 
and  apparent  upon  the  face  of  the  14  Geo.  II.,  all  the  pro- 
visions of  6  Geo.  1.,  with  the  explanations  therein  given. 
No  reference  to  the  6  Geo.  I.  can  be  at  all  necessary,  unless 
something  in  the  recital  to  sec.  18  (which  is  not  introdu- 
duced  into  the  14  Geo.  II.)  might  be  material,  and  the 
probable  necessity  for  such  a  reference  to  ascertain  what 
constitute  those  undertakings  and  attem.pts,  alluded  to  in 
the  enacting  part  of  that  clause  as  having  been  previously 
described,  presents  the  principal  obstacle  as  an  argument 
against  the  views  I  entertain ;  but,  though  a  difficulty,  it 
does  not  counterbalance  antagonist  considerations.  It  does 
not  follow  that  because  repealed,  the  6  Geo.  I.  must  be 
treated  to  all  purposes  as  obliterated  from  the  records  of 
parliament  as  if  it  never  had  place  there,  so  that  access  may 
not  be  had  to  its  contents  for  the  collateral  purpose  of  assist- 
ing in  the  construction  or  application  of  a  statute  still  in 
force,  in  the  composition  of  which  it  may  have  been 
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auxiliary,  or  that  may  have  reference  to  it  as  embracing 
subject  matter  adopted  therein ;  and  even  though  liable  to 
be  deemed  expunged  from  the  statute  book  as  a  law,  so 
that  judicial  cognizance  could  not  be  taken  of  its  former 
contents  for  any  purpose,  there  would  still  remain  visible 
upon  the  face  of  14  Geo.  II.  many  positive  provisions  capa- 
ble of  full  application,  without  any  extraneous  aid,  and 
peculiarly  applicable  to  banking  schemes,  that  in  their 
objects,  origin,  constitution,  tendency  and  operation,  might 
contravene  the  same.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  in 
those  particulars  at  least  (without  anticipating  questions 
that  might  arise  respecting  other  matters)  the  14  Geo.  II.  ch. 
37,  does  not  remain  in  full  force  as  a  law  in  the  colonies, 
notwithstanding  the  repeal  and  absolute  cessation  of  the  6 
Geo.  I.  ch.  18  in  England  and  America.  The  views  of  the 
rest  of  the  court  touching  the  effect  of  the  repeal  of  the 
statute  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  upon  the  operation  of  the  14  Geo. 
II.  ch.  37,  renders  it  of  less  moment  to  consider  the  pleas 
demurred  to,  so  far  at  least  as  they  may  seek  to  exhibit  a 
case  within  the  latter  act.  But,  admitting  it  to  continue  in 
force,  I  should  think  the  two  special  pleas  to  the  first  count 
bad  on  special  demurrer,  for  the  first  cause  assigned.  1  am 
not  so  well  satisfied  that  the  other  causes  are  exceptions  of 
equal  validity.  If  no  exception  of  form  prevailed,  I  should 
not  deem  those  pleas  good  in  substance.  It  is  not  only 
necessary  for  the  defendant  to  identify  the  plaintifTs.  in  the 
suit  with  the  persons  unknown,  who  formed  the  illegal 
association  complained  of,  but  to  set  forth  facts  and  to  shew 
the  court  acts  on  their  part,  which  bring  them  within  the 
prohibition  of,  and  render  them  amenable  to  the  penalties 
and  liabilities  imposed  by  the  statute.  An  examination  of 
the  English  decisions  upon  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18  (14  Ea.  406), 
and  a  comparison  of  the  facts,  circumstances  and  spirit  of 
those  cases  with  the  allegations  in  these  pleas,  will  render 
apparent  wherein  they  differ,  and  shew  the  necessity  for  a 
more  precise  and  full  statement  than  these  pleas  represent 
of  the  origin,  objectp,  tendency  and  practices  of  such  insti- 
tutions as  the  plaintiffs  are  supposed  to  be,  before  they  can 
be  subjected  to  the  prejudicial  consequences  that  may 
follow  an  infraction  of  the  14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37. 
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Touching  the  special  pleas  to  the  7th  count,  it  is  to  be 
observed  that  the  defendant  does  not  deny  the  present  cor- 
porate capacity  of  the  plaintiffs,  or  their  right  to  sue  when 
the  action  was  brought ;  but  says,  that  before  and  at  the 
time  the  note  was  made,  they  attempted  to  act  as  a  body 
corporate — which  is  a  matter  of  law — a  conclusion  of  law 
from  facts,  and  the  facts  are  not  alleged  that  shew  it ;  also, 
that  they  pretended  to  act  as  a  bank,  which  they  might  do 
without  attempting  to  act  as  a  body  corporate,  and  that  the 
aaote  was  delivered  to  them  in  the  said  pretended  business 
of  banking.  It  would  seem  admitted  that  the  plaintiffs  are 
entitled  to  sue  now,  and  (as  observed)  their  having  acted 
as  a  bank  does  not  necessarily  import  a  corporate  acting 
contrary  to  law.  The  causes  of  special  demurrer  appear 
valid.  The  plea  is  not  equivalent  to  mil  tiel  corporation, 
and  at  all  events  the  objection  only  applies  to  the  7th  count. 
1  Saund.  340  ;  Bro.  Misnomer,  22  Edw.  434 ;  Bro.  Brief, 
402  ;  6  B.  &  C,  216. 

In  turning  to  the  evidence,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
plaintiffs  are  a  legally  constituted  corporation  in  Lower 
Canada,  under  a  provincial  statute  passed  there  under  and 
by  virtue  of  31  Geo.  III.  ch.  31,  and  I  do  not  think  they  are 
brought  within  the  Babble  Act,  by  reason  of  the  business 
proved  to  have  been  conducted  by  them  in  this  province. 
The  14  Geo.  II.  applies  to  voluntary  associations,  illegal  or 
unauthorized  in  their  inception,  or  at  least  designed  or  cal- 
culated to  dupe  and  cheat  the  public,  and  the  testimony 
does  not  impute  to  the  plaintiffs  that  baneful  tendency,  that 
false  pretence  of  public  good,  that  common  grievance,  that 
inveigling  of  subscribers  to  a  common  transferable  stock 
in  a  baseless  and  delusive  scheme — that  assumption  of  cor- 
porate powers  or  functions— that  issuing  of  large  quantities 
of  spurious  notes  or  bills,  which  are  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning,  and  which  constitute  the  essence  of 
illegality  under  the  statute.  The  Bubble  Acts  are  general, 
extending  alike  through  all  the  American  colonies— not 
local  enactments  specially  adopted  in  each  ;  and  a  local 
jurisdiction  only  could  take  criminal  notice  of  local  offences 
against  it :  the  civil  remedies  thereby  afforded  are  attainable 
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through  any  of  the  courts  of  any  of  those  colonies  within 
whose  jurisdiction  the  party  may  be  found,  wherever  the 
injury  nmy  have  been  sustained,  or  the  right  of  action  may 
have  accrued.  It  would  seem  to  follow,  that  the  institution 
of  the  plaintifls  forming  an  exception  to  the  Bubble  Acts  in 
Lower  Canada,  owing  to  the  legality  of  its  creation,  should 
equally  be  excepted  everywhere,  so  long  at  least  as  no 
corrupt  or  fraudulent  perversion  of  its  power  exposed  it  to 
the  stigma  of  the  statute.  A  mere  excess  in  particulats  is 
not  necessarily  criminal  under  the  Bubble  Acts.  Without 
a  desertion  of  rectitude,  or  an  infraction  of  those  provisions 
of  the  charter  which  are  introduced  as  preventives  against 
public  imposition  or  abuse — without  being  guilty  of  some 
deceit,  delusion  or  malpractice,  such  as  the  excessive  issue 
of  spurious  paper,  a  future  violation  of  the  terms  upon 
which  such  paper  was  offered  and  received  in  circulation, 
the  want  of  a  substantial  capital  or  adequate  means  of 
redemption,  as  provided  by  the  charter,  or  other  breach  of 
good  faith  in  their  dealings — without,  in  short,  departing 
from  the  guards  and  checks  in  the  act  of  incorporation, 
otherwise  than  merely  vending  in  this  (a  neighbouring) 
colony  notes  duly  made  and  authorized  to  be  issued  at  the 
seat  of  the  institution,  bringing  in  question  only  the  tech- 
nical point,  how  far  under  its  constitution  it  could  contract 
or  be  contracted  with  in  such  a  course  of  dealing  within 
this  colony ;  without,  I  say,  some  such  circumstances,  it 
could  not  be  said  that  a  bank  so  created  was  obnoxious  to 
the  statute.  It  cannot  be  predicated  universally  to  the 
association,  that  it  had  no  legal  authority  by  charter  from 
the  crown  or  by  acts  of  parliament.  Doubtless,  in  discount- 
ing the  notes  in  suit,  the  plaintiffs  acted  to  a  qualified 
extent,  through  the  intervention  of  an  agent,  as  a  body  cor- 
porate ;  yet,  since  they  were  in  truth  a  corporate  body 
legally  constituted  for  banking  purposes  in  Lower  Canada, 
and  entitled,  for  all  that  appears,  to  issue  at  home  the  notes 
disposed  of  here,  1  do  not  conceive  that  the  bank's  dis- 
counting notes  beyond  the  limits  of  Lower  Canada,  and 
thus  promoting  the  circulation  of  its  own  bills  through  an 
agent  in  this  province,  is  necessarily  acting  as  a  body  cor- 
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porate  in  that  odious  sense  manifestly  contemplated  in  the 
Bubble  Acts.  It  is  not  suggested  that  such  issues  fotmed 
an  excess  of  the  amount  sanctioned  by  the  charter  according 
to  the  capital  stock  paid  in  and  other  resources  in  hand,  or 
that  the  bank  bills  launched  in  Upper  Canada  were  not 
redeemed  in  common  with  all  other  similar  notes  issued  at 
the  usual  place,  and  according  to  their  tenor  and  purport. 
The  case  is  then  confined  to  two  questions:  1st.  Whether 
the  plaintiffs,  on  technical  grounds,  or  upon  principles  of 
policy,  are  incapable  of  sustaining  the  present  action  in 
this  court.  2nd.  If  so,  whether  assumpsit  as  for  monies 
had  and  received,  nevertheless  lies  to  recover  back  the 
amount  actually  lent  and  advanced  to  the  defendant.  The 
plaintiffs  may  doubtless  sue  in  the  courts  of  this  pro- 
vince for  causes  of  action  arising  in  Lower  Canada  that 
could  be  sustained  there,  or  accruing  elsewhere  in  the  ordi- 
nary and  legitimate  course  of  their  business  of  banking, 
fairly  within  the  scope  of  their  institution  under  the  provin- 
cial act  in  evidence,  as  upon  notes  discounted  in  Montreal, 
or  against  the  acceptor  in  this  province,  of  bills  drawn  in 
favor  of,  or  purchased  by  them  in  Lower  Canada,  and  the 
like.  When,  however,  they  sue  in  our  courts,  the  act  of 
incorporation,  not  being  a  public  law,  of  which  we  take 
judicial  notice,  must  be  stated  in  pleading  or  be  proved  at 
the  trial ;  and  when  exhibited  the  court  must  look  into  it, 
not  merely  to  ascertain  that  they  are  a  foreign  corporation, 
or  a  domestic  one  under  a  private  charter,  but  also,  to  see 
that  the  evidence  establishes  a  cause  of  action,  laid  and 
maintainable  under  it.  The  existence  of  individuals  is 
presumed,  and  their  nonentity  or  death  must  be  urged  as 
matter  of  defence.  The  existence  of  a  corporation  is  not 
presumed,  and  must  be  shewn  in  Zimme,  as  indispensable 
to  the  plaintiffs'  case.  A  corporation  exists  only  in  its 
charter,  that  document  manifests  its  objects  and  powers,  and 
it  cannot  exceed  them.  Whatever  is  incidental  to  all  such 
corporations,  or  specially  imparted  by  their  constitution, 
they  may  legally  claim  and  exercise,  and  so  far  (though  a 
foreign  establishment)  the  English  courts,  upon  principles 
of  comity  and  reciprocal  and  general  justice,  will  recognize 


BANK  OF  MONTREAL  V.  D.  BETHUNE. 


369 


and  give  effect  to  their  contracts,  and  uphold  and  enforce 
their  rights  ;  but,  whenever  they  transgress  such  authority, 
they  cease,  quoad  such  excess,  to  be  a  corporation  legally 
entitled.  As  respects  the  subject  matter  of  such  excess, 
they  are  lifeless  and  incapable  of  judicial  recognition,  as 
having  any  legal  being  or  capacity.  Within  the  scope  of 
their  charter  they  are  a  legal  body,  entitled  to  sue  like  in- 
dividuals', beyond  it,  no  legal  existence  can  be  attributed  to 
them.  Without  departing,  therefore,  from  the  justice  or 
liberality  of  adjudged  cases,  it  may  be  deduced  from  the 
first  principles  of  corporations,  created  by  limited  authority 
for  special  purposes,  and  with  restricted  powers,  and  from 
the  technical  rules  by  which  in  courts  of  law  their  contracts 
and  transactions  are  governed,  that  it  was  not  competent 
to  the  plaintiffs  to  establish  an  office  of  discount  -and  circu- 
lation in  this  province,  or  to  enforce  in  our  courts  the  secu- 
rities given  for  money  lent  by  them  in  the  coursfe  of  their 
business  in  such  office  of  discount,  and  whether  the  money 
so  lent  consisted  of  specie  or  of  notes  of  their  own,  or  of 
other  domestic  or  foreign  banks,  would  not  materially  affect 
the  question.  The  plaintiffs  could  not  as  a  corporation 
carry  on  their  ordinary  business  of  bankers  here — the  char- 
ter does  not  profess  to  authorize  it.  An  information  in  the 
nature  of  a  quo  ivarranto  would  lie  against  the  persons  so 
acting,  provided  they  were  tangible  by  the  process  of  our 
courts.  It  is  an  excess  of  authority  unsanctioned  expressly 
by,  or  claimable  as  incidental  to  the  act  of  incorporation, 
or  the  corporate  rights  and  capacity  thereby  conferred  or 
flowing  therefrom,  upon  general  principles  of  the  common 
law,  applicable  to  corporate  establishments  enjoying  local 
or  limited  franchises,  all  of  which  of  modern  origin  must 
be  derived  from  the  King's  charter  by  virtue  of  the  royal 
prerogative,  or  from  the  legislature  by  act  of  parliament. 
If  reduced  to  the  mere  question  of  policy,  our  provincial 
legislature  have  declared  by  the  4  Geo.  IV.  ch.  13,  that  it 
is  inexpedient  for  any  bank  to  be  permitted  to  carry  on 
business  in  this  province  without  retiring  their  notes  in 
specie  within  the  same,  and  prohibited  it.  The  expiration 
of  this  temporary  act  is  no  argument  against  the  justness  of 
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the  sentiment  contained  in  the  preamble,  for  the  evil  may 
have  ceased,  and  therefore  the  removal  of  the  act  rendered 
unnecessary.  The  legislative  sentiment,  touching  the  ex- 
pediency of  such  operations,  must  be  taken  to  endure  until 
disclaimed  by  some  future  expression  of  opposite  opinion. 
But,  although  I  deem  the  argument  of  policy  in  itself  very 
strong,  as  a  general  question  applicable  to  all  foreign  cor- 
poration, especially  when  the  evils  that  induced  the  passing 
of  the  Bubble  acts  are  remembered,  and  the  cautious  checks, 
which  for  the  security  of  the  public,  attach  upon  domestic 
institutions  of  a  like  kind,  are  adverted  to,  and  the  good 
policy  of  such  guards  and  restrictions  is  contemplated,  yet 
I  conceive  the  objection,  technically  considered,  supported 
by  adequate  arguments  independent  of  considerations  of 
policy  merely. 

In  the  last  place,  though  I  deem  the  securities  invalid,  it 
does  not  fftllow  that  the  transaction  partakes  of  that  illegal 
or  quasi  criminal  character  that  renders  it  wholly  null  and 
void.  And  I  do  not  see  why  the  plaintiffs  may  not  well 
maintain  their  suit,  as  for  money  had  and  received,  for  the 
amount  actually  lent  to  the  defendant. — 2  Str.  1249 ;  2  Burr. 
1077  ;  3  Camp.  120  ;  2  Taunt.  184 ;  1  Camp.  157 ;  5  Taunt. 
46.  The  plaintiffs'  bills  were  accepted  as  money,  and 
being  received  in  point  of  fact,  and  upon  a  consideration 
which  has  wholly  failed  the  plaintiffs,  it  would  seem  to 
follow  as  a  consequence  that  the  money  advanced  to  the 
defendant,  and  which,  ex  cequo  et  bono,  he  ought  not  to 
return,  and  which,  no  turpitude  in  the  plaintiff,  no  proof  of 
the  accommodation  being  malum  in  se  or  malum  prohibitum, 
prevents  their  reclaiming — the  action  for  money  had  and 
received  lies.  The  undertaking  to  pay  is  an  implied 
promise  in  law,  requiring  no  proof  of  a  contract  to  do  so, 
and  this  takes  it  out  of  the  technical  difficulty  which  oper- 
ates against  the  notes  declared  on;  and  no  argument  of 
policy  is  prevailing  to  shew,  that  as  against  the  party  who 
actually  received  the  plaintiffs'  bills  as  money,  and  which 
passing  current  as  money  were  of  equivalent  value  and 
advantage  to  him,  an  action  is  not  sustainable  to  recover 
back  the  same.    I  regard  the  securities .  and  indeed  the 
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whole  transaction  of  discount  and  accommodation  as  void, 
for  want  of  legal  capacity  in  the  plaintilfs  to  engage  in 
such  business  here,  or  to  enter  into  any  such  contracts  in 
this  province  ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  that  I  deem 
the  whole  illegal,  for  if  so,  I  should  be  constrained  to  hold 
the  present  action  unsustainable  on  any  ground.  When  the 
contract  is  merely  void^  the  consideration  may  be  recovered 
back  ;  when  illegal,  as  being  against  the  common  law  on 
the  score  of  immorality,  or  upon  general  principles  of  public 
policy,  or  against  the  provisions  of  the  prohibitory  or  penal 
statutes,  no  action  lies  to  recover  back  advances  after  the 
same  has  been  executed.  Reimbursements  can  in  such 
cases  only  be  compelled  by  taking  advantage  of  the  locus 
penitenticB  that  is  sometimes  afforded  while  the  matter 
remains  executory.  I  regard  the  present  as  void  at  com- 
mon law  for  want  of  legal  capacity  in  the  plaintiffs,  but  do 
not  find  that  the  attempt  of  an  existing  domestic  or  foreign 
corporation  to  exceed  the  scope  and  authority  of  its  charter, 
in  lending  money,  so  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  illegality 
(although  unauthorized)  as  to  deprive  them  of  the  power 
to  recover  back,  as  money  had  and  received,  to  their  use  the 
sum  actually  advanced  by  them. 

It  was  finally  determined  by  the  court,  that  the  verdict 
should  be  reduced  to  the  amount  of  money  actually 
received  by  the  defendant  himself  in  the  course  of  these 
transactions,  but  that  if  the  parties  could  not  agree  as  to 
that  sum,  they  made  the  rule  for  a  new  trial  absolute,  with 
costs  to  to  abide  the  event. 


Doe  Brown  v.  Fraser. 

A  new  trial  on  the  grounds  of  the  discovery  of  new  evidence,  was  refused,  the 
affidavits  not  being  sufficiently  explicit,  and  the  court  stating  that  the  defendant 
could  bring  an  action  to  recover  back  possession  if  his  evidence  could  establish 
his  title. 

Ejectment  for  Lot  No.  4,  6th  concession  Mountain.  The 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  made  title  at  the  trial  at  the  last 
assizes  for  the  Eastern  District,  coram  Sherwood^  J.,  by 
producing  a  patent  to  himself  for  these  premises  dated  in 
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December  1802.  The  defendant  relied  on  endeavouring  to 
prove  20  years'  possession  adverse  to  the  plaintiff,  but  failed, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  evidence  a  bond  was  adverted  to, 
as  having  been  given  more  than  20  years  ago  by  the  lessor 
of  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant's  father  ;  but  the  bond  was 
neither  produced  nor  accounted  for.  The  plaintiff  had  a 
verdict.  In  Michaelmas  term  last  Sherwood^  ff.,  obtained 
a  rule  nisi  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of  the  discovery  of 
new  evidence  since  the  last  trial.  The  defendant  made 
affidavit  that  since  the  trial  he  had  discovered  testimony  by 
which  he  could  clearly  shew  that  both  he  and  his  father, 
under  whom  he  claimed,  had  been  in  actual  possession  of 
the  premises,  without  acknowledging  in  any  way  any  title 
in  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  for  more  than  20  years  before 
this  action  was  brought,  and  that  he  was  confident  that  he 
should  be  able  to  produce  such  evidence  at  another  trial. 
Draper  shewed  cause. 

Per  Owr.— If  a  bond  had  been  produced  more  than  20 
years'  old,  the  question  would  have  been,  whether  it  could 
be  left  to  the  jury  to  presume  the  condition  complied  with, 
and  a  deed  given,  where  there  had  been  no  possession  to 
support,  or  to  be  supported  by  such  a  presumption.  What 
the  new  evidence  is,  is  not  enough  explained,  nor  why  not 
given  before.  If  the  defendant  can  give  such  evidence  as 
will  make  out  a  good  title  by  twenty  years'  possession,  he 
can  become  plaintiff  in  ejectment ;  but  on  the  evidence 
given,  and  on  the  affidavits  filed,  we  should  not  be 
warranted  in  directing  a  new  trial. 

Per  Cur, — Rule  discharged. 


Teal  v.  Clarkson. 

Where  the  defendant  purchased  land  and  obtained  the  same,  in  payment  whereof 
he  gave  notes  payable  in  work,  at  fixed  prices — Held,  that  it  was  incumbent 
on  him  to  tender  the  work  to  the  plaintiff,  and  that  an  action  would  be  sus- 
tained to  recover  the  amount  of  such  notes  in  money,  without  proving  a  spe- 
cific demand  of  work,  or  a  refusal  by  the  defendant  to  perform  such  work  on 
demand  made. 

Assumpsit.  1st  count  on  seven  notes,  stating,  that  in 
consideration  of  plaintiff  selling  to  defendant  a  term  of  years 
unexpired  in  certain  lands,  &c.,  defendant  undertook  to  do, 
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or  cause  to  be  done,  work  for  the  plaintiff  to  the  amount  of 
fifty  dollars,  within  twelve  months  from  date,  (each  note 
bearing  date  one  year  after  the  preceding  one),  and  averring 
requests  within  each  year,  to  do  certain  work  pointed  out 
to  the  amount  of  fifty  dollars,  and  defendant's  refusal.  2nd 
count,  that  in  consideration  that  defendant  was  indebted  to 
plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  87/.  10s.,  (not  saying  on  what  account), 
the  defendant  undertook,  &c.,  (as  in  first  count),  setting  out 
the  seven  notes  or  agreements  and  requests,  to  work  as  in 
the  first  count,  and  refusal.  3rd  count,  like  the  first,  except 
that  no  particular  requests  to  do  work  is  averred  but  only 
saipius  requisitus^  <^c.  4th  count,  the  same  as  the  2nd,  ex- 
cept in  averring  a  particular  request.  Then  follow  four 
counts  on  each  note  or  agreement — two  similar  in  form  to 
the  first  and  second — the  other  two,  to  the  third  and  fourth 
counts.  Then  a  count,  that  on  1st  January  1835,  defendant 
was  indebted  to  plaintiff  in  lOOZ.  for  land,  bargained  and 
sold  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant  for  the  remainder  of  a 
certain  term  of  years,  and  being  so  indebted,  promised  to 
pay  the  100/.  when  requested.    Then  an  account  stated. 

Non  assumpsit  was  pleaded  to  the  whole  declaration. 

At  the  trial,  before  the  Chief  Justice  at  the  last  Home 
District  Assizes,  it  was  proved  that  the  plaintiff  having  sold 
to  the  defendant  an  unexpired  term  in  a  reserve  lot  of  land 
for  350/.,  took  the  seven  notes  declared  on,  being  each  for 
50/.,  payable  in  work  in  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the 
notes  respectively.  Within  the  first  twelve  months,  the 
plaintiff  demanded  of  the  defendant  to  cut  up  the  wood  on 
a  certain  quantity  of  land  into  cord  wood,  and  offered  I5. 
6|(/.  per  cord,  which  it  appeared  was  too  low  a  rate  ;  the 
defendant  not  only  refused  to  do  the  work  at  this  price  per 
cord,  but  declared  he  would  not  cut  it  by  the  cord  at  any 
price,  and  insisted  upon  labouring  by  the  day.  To  this  the 
plaintiff  would  not  assent,  and  no  work  was  done.  Both 
the  parties  insisted  upon  something  specific,  for  which  they 
had  no  warrant  in  their  agreement.  Some  evidence  was 
given  to  shew  that  the  defendant  had  boasted  of  his  man- 
agement, in  avoiding,  upon  various  pretences,  the  calls 
made  upon  him  to  do  the  work  which  he  was  bound  to 
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perform  to  the  amount  of  the  notes  ;  and  he  contended  at 
the  trial,  that  nothing  but  work  could  be  exacted  of  him, 
and  that  the  opportunity  of  applying  the  labour  in  the  plain- 
tiff's service  had  never  been  afforded  him.  It  was  proved 
that  after  the  notes  became  due  the  defendant  expressed  a 
readiness  to  pay  the  amount  in  grain,  or  to  render  back  the 
farm  on  receiving  payment  for  his  improvements.  The 
jury  found  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  of  the  notes 
without  any  interest. 

In  Michaelmas  term  last,  Bidwell  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to 
«et  aside  this  verdict  and  grant  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground 
that  the  verdict  was  contrary  to  law  and  evidence,  and  in- 
sisting also,  that  the  plaintiff  was  bound  to  have  proved  that 
he  provided  work  for  the  defendant  to  do,  and  that  the  de- 
fendant could  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  otherwise  than  in 
work. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — The  question  before  us,  which  was  also 
urged  at  the  trial,  is  whether  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  upon 
the  evidence  to  recover  the  amount  of  these  notes,  without 
shewing  that  he  gave  notice  to  the  defendant  of  certain 
work  which  he  would  accept  in  payment,  and  the  affording 
him  no  opportunity  to  pay  in  labour  according  to  the  con- 
tract. At  the  trial  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  plaintiff  was 
entitled  to  recover,  but  1  recommended  the  jury  not  to  give 
interest,  unless  they  were  of  opinion  upon  the  evidence 
that  it  was  the  fault  of  the  defendant  solely  that  the  work 
had  been  unperformed.  They  found  for  the  plaintiff  the 
principal  sura  without  interest ;  and  having  examined  the 
question  since  the  trial,  I  think  the  plaintiff  was  properly 
allowed  to  recover. 

The  declaration  is  carefully  framed  to  meet  the  case. 
The  objection  turns  upon  the  necessity  of  shewing  a  notice 
from  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant  to  do  certain  work,  and 
a  default  in  the  defendant,  before  the  plaintiff  can  sue  for 
the  wrong.  The  authorities  which  bear  upon  the  question 
do  not  support  the  objection,  but,  in  my  opinion,  establish 
the  contrary.  They  establish  this  principle,  that  when  the 
obligation  or  condition  takes  its  rise  in  a  precedent  debt 
or  duty,  and  where  the  undertaking  is  to  deliver  stock,  do 
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work,  &c.,  on  a  given  day,  in  satisfaction  of  such  debt,  then 
it  is  at  the  peril  of  the  obligor  or  person  promising  to  dis- 
charge his  undertaking.  And  even  when  his  engagement 
is  contingent  upon  an  event  lymg  particularly  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  other  party,  to  which  he  is  not  privy,  he 
must  nevertheless  acquire  information  of  the  event  as  he 
can,  and  he  must  at  his  peril  acquit  himself  of  his  under- 
taking. Notice  to  him  is  not  necessary,  nor  a  special  re- 
quest, unless  the  undertaking  is  to  perform  upon  request. 
The  person  stipulating  in  such  a  case  must  offer,  and  if  he 
has  olFered  to  deliver  the  stock,  and  it  was  not  accepted, 
he  is  not  acquitted  of  the  debt,  but  must  aver  his  readiness 
still  to  perform  by  reason  of  the  precedent  debt.  Here  there 
was  evidence,  however,  of  a  request  to  work  on  the  one 
side  and  a  refusal  on  the  other,  though,  to  be  sure,  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  was  made  in  the  terms,  nor  rested 
upon  grounds  warranted  by  the  agreement.  The  days  are 
gone  by  when  the  defendant  undertook  to  pay  in  work — • 
the  work  has  not  been  performed — the  defendant  has  not 
offered  to  perform  it,  aud  the  debt  is  still  due  which  the 
plaintiff  had  consented  to  receive  in  work,  and  the  plaintiff, 
in  my  opinion,  is  entitled  to  recover  upon  the  notes  as  evi- 
dence of  a  debt  now  due  in  money.  Sand.  33,  a  (n.  2)  ;  Co. 
Lit.  210;  Cro.  El.  73;  Dyer,  25;  12  Mod.  444;  2  Mod. 
304;  6  Mod.  200;  Bull.  N.  P.  162;  1  Sal.  138;  1  Ld.  Ray 
620 ;  2  M.  &  S.  320  ;  4  Leo.  46  ;  12  Mod.  421. 

Sherwood,  J.,  and  Macaulay,  J.,  of  the  same  opinion. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  discharged. 


Hull  v.  Alway. 

Submission  by  bond  with  a  day  limited  for  making  the  award— on  the  last  day 
in  fact,  the  arbitrators  were  ready  to  award,  but  at  defendant's  request  put  it 
off,  to  enable  him  to  produce  further  evidence — all  parties,  however,  supposed 
that  the  time  fixed  by  the  submission  would  not  expire  till  the  next  day.  The 
next  day  the  arbitrators  heard  both  parties  on  oath,  and  made  an  award  about 
an  hour  after  midnight.  Held,  that  assumpsit  on  a  parol  submission  was  main- 
tainable to  recover  the  sum  awarded,  and  that  the  extension  of  the  time  operated 
as  a  parol  submission. 

Assumpsit  on  an  award.  The  first  count  of  the  decla- 
ration stated  a  mutual  submission  to  three  arbitrators  of  all 
matters  in  difference,  not  alleging  that  any  time  was  limited 
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for  making  the  award.  It  then  sets  out  that  an  award  was 
made  in  writing  under  the  hands  of  the  three  arbitrators  on 
the  4th  November,  1834,  directing  that  defendant  should 
pay  to  the  plaintiff  237Z.  10s.,  in  three  equal  instalments  at 
periods  which  are  specified,  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  mat- 
ters in  difference.  The  action  was  brought  for  two  instal- 
ments which  had  fallen  due.  The  second  count  declared 
that  defendant  was  indebted  in  300/.,  on  an  award  made  by 
the  same  three  arbitrators,  upon  and  by  virtue  of  a  certain 
submission  before  that  time  made  by  plaintiff  and  defen- 
dant to  the  award  of  the  said  arbitrators  of  and  concerning 
all  matters  in  difference  between  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
and  upon  which  reference  the  said  arbitrators  awarded  that 
defendant  should  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money,  as  the  sum 
last  mentioned,  &c.  There  was  also  a  count  upon  an 
account  stated.    Plea  :  the  general  issue. 

At  the  trial  at  the  last  assizes  for  the  Home  District,  the 
following  facts  appeared.  On  4th  October,  1834,  the  parties 
executed  bonds  of  submission  to  the  award  of  three  arbi- 
trators. All  matters  in  difference  were  referred,  and  the 
condition  of  the  bonds  required  "  that  the  award  should  be 
made  in  writing  under  the  hands  of  the  arbitrators,  and 
ready  to  be  delivered  to  such  of  the  said  parties  as  they 
should  find  their  award  for,  ivithin  three  days  from  the  thirty 
first  day  of  October^  aforesaid.^''  The  parties  had  had  tran- 
sactions with  each  other,  or  together,  respecting  the  buying 
up  of  U.  E.  rights  to  land ;  and,  among  the  matters  sub- 
mitted, it  appeared  (though  that  was  not  proved  by  strictly 
legal  evidence)  there  were  bonds  given,  with  conditions  to 
secure  the  transfer  by  one  to  the  other  of  portions  of  the 
land  so  purchased.  The  parties  went  before  the  arbitrators 
and  were  heard,  and  evidence  was  received.  As  the  award 
was  to  be  made  within  three  days  from  the  thirty  first  day 
of  October,  it  could  not  consistently  with  the  submission  be 
made  after  the  3rd  November,  which  fell  on  a  Monday. 
On  that  day,  the  arbitrators  having  spent  much  time  in 
investigating  the  matters  in  dispute,  were  prepared  to  make 
their  award,  and  were  proceeding  to  do  so,  when  at  the 
particular  request  of  the  defendant,  they  adjourned  to  the 
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following  day,  4th  November^  in  order  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  producing  a  witness  who  resided  at  a 
distance.  The  arbitrators,  when  the  defendant  made  this 
request,  expressed  an  apprehension  that  they  would  not  be 
in  time  after  the  3rd ;  but,  on  consultation  among  them- 
selves, and  on  advising  with  the  parlies  and  others,  it  was 
concluded  that  the  intervening  Sunday,  (the  2nd  Novem- 
ber), was  to  be  left  out  of  the  calculation,  as  a  dies  now, 
which  would  make  them  to  be  in  time  on  the  4th.  They 
accordingly  met  again  on  the  4lh,  both  parties  assenting, 
and  being  present  they  heard  the  defendant's  witness,  and 
examined  both  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  on  oath,  in 
respect  to  their  mutual  dealings.  They  then  determined 
the  case,  and  publicly  announced  their  decision  ;  but,  from 
a  difficulty  that  occurred  in  getting  their  award  drawn  up 
in  regular  form,  they  did  not  execute  it  till  after  midnight, 
or  about  one  o'clock,  a.  m.,  of  the  6th  November.  It  was 
made  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  arbitrators,  it  recited 
the  submission,  and  was  dated  the  4th  November,  and  di- 
rected that  the  defendant  should  pay  the  plaintiff  237/.  10s. 
by  three  instalments,  as  stated  in  the  declaration,  to  be  in 
full  satisfaction  of  all  debts,  dues,  demands,  &c.,  due  to  the 
plaintiff  upon  any  account  whatever,  at  any  time  previous 
to  the  entering  into  the  bonds  of  submission  recited  in  the 
award.  Mutual  releases  were  also  ordered  to  be  given. 
The  day  after  the  award  was  made  it  became  known  that 
it  was  not  in  fact  executed  till  after  midnight  of  the  4th 
November,  and  it  was  submitted  that  on  that  account  it  was 
not  good,  for  all  parties  seemed  to  be  under  the  impression 
that  the  4th  was  in  time,  being  the  last  of  the  three  days 
excluding  Sunday.  Apprehending  that  it  might  be  invalid 
from  not  being  signed  until  the  5th,  the  plaintiff  was  willing 
to  have  gone  to  another  arbitration ;  and  it  was  proposed  to 
the  defendant  by  one  at  least  of  the  arbitrators  to  open  the 
matter  again  for  that  purpose,  but  he  positively  declined, 
saying  he  would  let  the  award  rest  as  it  was,  or  to  that 
effect. 

The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  two  first  instal- 
ments. 

3  C  VOL.  IV. 
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In  Michaelmas  term  last  Sullivan  moved  to  set  aside  this 
verdict,  and  enter  a  noftsuit  or  for  a  new  trial,  objecting 
that  this  award  could  not  be  enforced  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, and  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  on  the 
present  pleadings. 

The  Solicitor  General  shewed  cause.  Judgment  was 
now  given. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — Although  the  award  is  expressed  to  be 
made  under  the  bond  of  submission  which  it  recites,  it  is 
clear  that  no  remedy  lies  upon  the  bond,  because  the  time 
limited  in  the  condition  had  elapsed,  and  there  was  no 
agreement  under  seal  to  enlarge  it.  The  defendant  main- 
tains that  they  are  not  only  without  remedy  under  the  bond, 
but  that  the  award  is  absolutely  void  and  cannot  be  enforced 
by  an  action  in  any  form.  He  argues,  and  so  far  correctly, 
that  if  it  could  be  enforced  it  could  only  be  by  treating  it  as 
made  under  a  parol  submission,  and  he  urges  that  it  can- 
not be  upheld  on  that  footing — 1st,  because  it  was  shewn 
that  the  arbitrators  considered  and  decided  upon  bond  debts 
which  they  could  not  legally  do  under  parol  submission — 
and  2nd,  that  at  any  rale  the  parties  cannot  be  held  to  this 
award,  because  it  is  clear  they  all  along  intended  to  proceed 
under  the  bond,  and  to  keep  within  it,  not  agreeing  to 
enlarge  the  time,  nor  contemplating  any  enlargement ;  that 
the  remedy  on  the  bond  being  lost,  the  plaintiff  cannot  set 
up  any  new  independent  submission,  because  there  was 
none  in  fact,  but  merely  an  error  in  the  first  place  in  sup- 
posing that  an  award  made  on  the  4th  would  come  within 
the  bond  ;  and  in  the  next  place,  if  thisidea  had  been  cor- 
rect, there  was  a  clear  exceeding  of  their  power  by  the  ar- 
bitrators, in  not  executing  their  award  until  the  5th  Novem- 
ber. His  main  argument  is,  that  the  parties  must  stand  or 
fall  by  the  submission  under  seal,  because  they  did  not 
intend  to  go  beyond  it ;  and  if  the  remedy  under  that  sub- 
mission has  been  lost  by  any  means,  the  loss  cannot  be 
repaired  by  setting  up  a  supposed  independent  reference. 

With  respect  to  the  first  ground  of  the  defendant's  objec- 
tion, it  cannot  be  maintained,  because,  admitting  that  he 
had  shewn  by  proper  evidence  at  the  trial,  that  debts  had 
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been  admitted  accruing  upon  bonds  with  conditions  to  con- 
vey lands,  similar  to  that  of  which  a  copy  was  produced, 
the  authorities  seem  clearly  to  support  the  principle,  that  a 
demand  of  that  kind,  not  being  simply  a  debt  accruing  on 
a  specialty,  but  arising  out  of  the  breach  of  a  condition  to 
do  a  collateral  thing,  may  be  repaired  by  parol  submission, 
as  well  as  by  deed.    Upon  the  other  ground  upon  which 
this  action  is  resisted — namely,  that  the  intention  of  the 
parties  was  to  proceed  upon  the  submission  bond,  and  to 
keep  within  it,  from  which  intent  the  defendant  argues  it 
must  follow,  that  no  other  submission  can  be  resorted  to, 
and  that  the  remedy  by  bond  failing  the  award  falls  to  the 
ground — the  misapprehension  of  the  parties  with  respect 
to  the  time  has  produced  a  peculiar  case,  which  we  must 
decide  by  reason  and  upon  principles,  for  we  cannot  expect 
to  find  express  authority.   In  looking  to  what  is  just  between 
the  parties,  it  is  to  be  observed  on  the  one  hand,  that  as  the 
bond  has  lost  its  force,  the  parties  have  lost  the  advantage 
of  this  higher  remedy  and  have  also  lost  the  advantage  of 
being  able  to  obtain  relief  under  the  statute  against  any 
improper  conduct  of  the  arbitrators.    As  to  the  first  of  these 
considerations,  it  applies  only  in  prejudice  of  the  parly  who 
has  the  award,  and  his  having  lost  the  higher  remedy,  can 
constitute  no  good  reason  in  the  mouth  of  this  defendant 
why  he  should  loose  all  remedy.    The  other  point  certainly 
has  more  weight  in  it ;  but,  in  the  first  place,  we  are  not 
warranted  in  surmising  partiality  or  corruption  in  the  arbi- 
trators, and  in  the  next  place,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  a  point 
clearly  settled,  that  the  defendant  may  not  avail  himself  of 
matter  extrinsic  as  a  defence  to  an  action  of  assumpsit  on 
the  award,  such  as  want  of  due  notice  on  the  part  of  the 
arbitrators,  or  refusing  to  hear  evidence,  when  it  was  not 
competent  to  him  to  move  the  court  to  set  it  aside. — 1  Esp. 
N.  P.  C.  377.    On  the  other  hand,  when  it  is  remembered 
that  the  award  was  about  to  be  made  on  the  third,  and  that 
the   ostponement  was  expressly  at  the  request  of  the  defen- 
dant— when  it  is  considered  also,  that  upon  the  examination 
of  the  parties  which  followed  this  postponement,  disclosures 
and  admissions  may  have  been  made  in  the  full  faith  of  a 
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final  settlement,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  with- 
held, there  is  certainly  strong  ground  in  justice  for  holding 
the  defendant  to  this  award.  But  the  question  is  not 
merely  whether  it  is  just,  but  whether  it  is  legal  to  allow  a 
recovery  upon  it  in  this  form  of  action.  The  award  recites 
the  submission  by  bond,  and  it  is  evident  the  arbitrators 
imagined  their  award  might  be  sustained  under  that  sub- 
mission, and  intended  that  it  should  be,  still  it  is  clearly 
not  within  the  submission  because  not  made  in  time.  That 
they  were  in  error  in  their  recital  is  certain,  but  that  will 
not  invalidate  their  award,  if  it  is  capable  of  being  sustained 
on  another  ground  than  that  set  forth  in  their  recital. — -12 
Ea.  81. 

Where  parties  having  entered  into  bonds  of  submission 
agree  to  enlarge  the  time,  but  omit  to  execute  a  writing 
under  their  seals  to  that  effect,  it  is  evident  that  an  award 
made  within  such  enlarged  period  cannot  be  enforced  under 
the  bond,  because  of  the  want  of  the  seal  to  the  subsequent 
agreement.    The  case  of  Brown  v.  Goodman,  3  T.  R.  592, 
is  of  this  description,  but  there  the  court  by  no  means  ex- 
presses the  conclusion  that  the  award  is  not  binding  ;  on  the 
contrary,  Lord  Kenyon  says  "  the  question  was  not  then  to 
be  discussed  whether  the  party  had  not  some  remedy,  but 
whether  his  remedy  lay  on  the  bond."— 2  B.  &  C.  185. 
And  in  a  more  modern  case,  the  court  adverting  to  this 
case,  expressly  assumes  that  the  party  had  a  remedy,  as 
upon  the  breach  of  a  parol  contract.   Now,  in  comparing  the 
case  of  Brown  v.  Goodman  with  the  present,  we  cannot 
fail  to  see  that  in  both  cases  the  intention  was  to  keep  the 
bond  in  force,  and  the  only  peculiarity  in  the  case  before 
^s  is,  that  although  there  was  a  delay  at  the  request  of  the 
defendant,  and  to  serve  him,  yet  there  was  in  fact  no  inten- 
tion of  enlarging  the  term  set  in  the  submission,  but  all 
parties  proceeded,  imagining  they  were  still  within  it.  For 
the  defendant  it  is  urged,  that  as  the  arbitrators  and  parties 
conceived  they  were  acting  under  the  conditions  of  the  bond, 
and  meant  to  keep  within  in  it,  they  cannot  be  held  con- 
sistently to  have  waived  that  submission,  or  to  have  agreed 
to  enlarge  the  term ;  and  that  in  the  next  place,  the  parties 
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at  any  rate  all  thought  they  would  be  in  time  on  the  4th 
November^  and  not  afterward,  and  had  no  intention  of  going 
beyond  that  day,  but  that  the  award  was  really  not  execu- 
ted till  the  5th.  On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  it  is  answered, 
that  there  was  a  common  error  which  can  have  no  other 
effect  than  the  cancelling  the  bonds — that  in  fact  the  arbi- 
trators were  clearly  limited  to  the  3rd  November,  which 
fact  both  parties  had  an  equal  opportunity  of  knowing,  and 
were  equally  bound  to  know — that  both  parties  did  in  fact 
however,  go  before  the  arbitrators  after  that  day  was  passed, 
and  submitted  their  disputes  to  their  judgment,  with  the 
view  of  being  bound  by  their  award  ;  and  that  from  this 
conduct  of  the  parties,  a  submission  may  be  inferred  as 
clearly  as  from  any  writing.  As  to  the  award  being  made 
on  the  5th,  it  is  answered,  that  when  the  arbitrators,  at  the 
request  of  the  defendant  and  to  serve  him,  went  beyond 
the  3rd,  there  was  no  absolute  stipulation  that  the  award 
should  be  made  on  the  4th,  it  was  merely  intended  that  it 
should  be,  because  it  was  conceived  that  by  doing  so  the 
obligalion  of  the  condition  would  be  preserved,  but  that 
when  it  turns  out  that  such  impressions  was  erroneous, 
there  no  longer  remains  a  reason  for  holding  the  arbitrators 
strictly  to  the  4th,  and  as  no  such  stipulation  was  expressed, 
it  is  against  reason  to  infer  it. 

In  my  opinion  the  arguments  for  supporting  the  award 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  answered,  and  the  verdict  I  think 
should  be  sustained.  When  the  defendant  asked  the  indul- 
gence which  led  to  the  adjournment,  he  was  as  much  bound 
to  know  as  the  other  what  would  be  the  legal  consequence 
of  granting  it,  and  he  ought  to  abide  by  all  those  conse- 
quences. If,  by  obtaining  the  delay  he  asked  for,  he  took 
his  case,  though  unwittingly,  out  of  the  bond  of  submission, 
he  must  submit  to  the  consequences,  if  it  be  any  disadvantage 
to  himself;  and  he  surely  can  have  no  right  to  say  to  the 
the  other  party  "  the  arbitrators  by  granting  me  this  indul- 
gence have  annulled  the  bond  between  us,  and  therefore, 
as  you  cannot  hold  me  to  the  award  under  that,  I  protest 
against  being  liable  at  all ;  and  because  you  have  lost  the 
advantage  of  the  bond  for  enforcing  the  award,  you  shall 
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sustain  the  further  injury  that  the  award  shall  be  utterly 
invalid,  and  shall  not  even  form  a  ground  of  action  against 
me  in  the  equitable  remedy  of  trespass  on  the  case,  notwith- 
standing my  actual  consent  to  the  arbitration  proceeding 
after  the  time  which  the  bond  allowed." 

I  can  see  no  solid  distinction  between  this  case  and  the 
«one  I  have  already  referred  to,  where  it  was  intended  to 
enlarge  the  time  by  a  writing  endorsed  on  the  bond,  which 
was  done  informally.  There,  doubtless,  the  parties  in- 
tended to  act  under  the  bond;  and  though  that  intention  failed 
from  an  accidental  omission,  still  the  award  is  upheld, 
though  the  remedy  on  the  bond  is  lost.  There  is  this  dif- 
ference certainly  between  the  two  cases,  that  in  the  one 
it  is  intended  to  enlarge  the  time  originally  limited  ;  in  this 
case  that  was  not  intended,  because  it  was  not  conceived 
to  be  necessary  ;  but  both  parties  did  agree  to  submit  their 
disputes  and  to  have  them  examined  into  and  awarded 
upon,  on  a  day  which  was  in  fact  after  the  day  to  which 
they  were  bound  ;  and  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  as- 
sumpsit to  pay  the  money  awarded,  which  is  in  general 
inferred  from  the  conduct  of  the  parties  in  going  before 
arbitrators,  should  not  arise  in  this  case.  There  is  no  proof 
offered  and  no  surmise  advanced  of  any  improper  intention 
or  partial  conduct  in  the  arbitrators  ;  nor  is  it  now  attempted 
to  be  shewn  to  us  that  both  parties  were  not  fully  and  fairly 
heard  and  justly  dealt  by  in  the  award.  It  is  moreover 
very  material,  that  when  the  plaintiff  intimated  his  willing- 
ness to  waive  this  award,  and  resort  to  another  arbitration, 
the  defendant  declined.  He  knew  then  the  full  extent  of  the 
objection  as  to  the  time,  and  having  this  knowledge,  the 
principle  stated  by  Chief  Justice  Dallas,  in  8  Taunt,  696,  in 
my  opinion  fairly  applies  to  him. 

Sherwood,  J.,  concurred. 

Macaulay,  J. — Doubtless  all  parties  meant  to  act,  and 
thought  they  were  proceeding  under  the  bonds  of  sub- 
mission ;  yet  in  truth,  the  time  having  expired,  they  could 
not  do  so.  All  were  cognizant  of  the  facts,  but  they  erred 
in  construction  of  law  upon  those  facts  ;  and  it  is  a  general 
rule,  that  ignorance  of  the  law  with  knowledge  of  the  facts 
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will  not  avail  a  party  to  undo  that  in  which  he  has  con- 
curred. The  making  of  the  award  was  deferred  at  the 
request  of  the  defendant,  and  after  it  was  made  he  ex- 
pressed  his  inclination  to  adhere  to  it  in  preference  to 
another  reference.  By  continuing  the  reference  after  the 
time  limited  in  the  bond  had  expired,  the  parties  virtually 
and  by  their  acts  and  conduct  extended  the  time  ;  both 
were  assenting  to  the  reference  until  the  actual  execution 
of  the  award;  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  mentioned 
in  the  submission  the  conditions  of  the  bond  would  consti- 
tute and  afford  evidence  in  writing  of  the  terms  and  nature 
of  the  submission,  though  they  would  not  constitute  a  sub- 
mission in  writing.  It  is  analogous  to  the  verbal  extension 
of  a  written  lease  for  year'supon  the  terms  embraced  therein^ 
The  submission  was  continued  upon  the  original  terms, 
and  I  do  not  find  that  bonds  for  collateral  purposes  being, 
included  invalidates  the  award.  There  is  certainly  room 
for  much  argument,  but  in  accordance  with  the  apparen^t 
justice  of  the  case,  this  seems  to  me  the  most  satisfactory 
view  of  it.  The  period  was  extended  at  the  request  of  the 
defendant;  he  did  not  object  at  the  time,  and  after  the  award 
was  made  he  expressed  his  disposition  to  adhere  to  it.  The 
submission,  if  continued,  was  evidence  in  writing,  though 
not  strictly  a  written  submission. 

Vide— 3  M.  &  P.  629 ;  1  R.  &  M.  17  ;  7  Price,  636  ;  8 
T.  R.  87  ;  5  Ea.  13  ;  2  Keb.  623,  659  ;  1  Sid.  160  ;  3  D.  &. 
R.  446  ;  2  B.  &  C.  179  ;  2  T.  R.  645  ;  1  M.  &  S.  21 ;  3  T. 
R.  591  ;  1  Moo.  36  ;  1  Lev.  113  ;  7  T.  R.  1  ;  Barnes,  54,- 
17  Ves.  421  ;  6  Mon.  488 ;  Dyer,  51  ;  1  Roll.  264,  130;  3 
T.  R.  592  ;  WiUes,  270;  6  Co.  44  ;  9  Co.  78  ;  Cro.  Jac.  79^ 
447,  649  ;  2  Ld.  Ray.  1044  ;  2  C.  &  P.  574 ;  1  Lev.  292  ; 
Ab.  5 ;  1  Roll.  270 ;  1  Ea.  627. 


Mills  v.  Monger. 

In  trespass  against  a  magistrate  for  false  imprisonment  and  seizing  and  selling 
goods  and  chattels,  where  he  suffers  judgment  by  default,  it  is  unnecessary  for 
the  plaintiff  to  prove  that  he  gave  notice  of  action  or  commenced  his  suit  w'uh- 
in  six  months. 

Trespass  for  assault  and  imprisonment,  and  for  breaking 
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and  entering  a  stable  of  plaintiffs'  and  taking  out  two? 
horses,  against  which  plaintiff  had  a  charge  as  an  inkeeper 
for  their  keep,  and  for  entering  his  dwelling  house  and  taking 
out  a  clock  and  converting  it.    The  defendant  appeared  and 
suffered  judgment  by  nil  dicit.    At  the  assessment  of  dam- 
ages it  was  proved  that  one  Crippen  had  two  horses  and  a 
groom  attending  them,  kept  by  the  plaintiff  who  was  an 
inkeeper,  upon  a  certain  agreement  as  to  price  and  periods 
of  payment — that  after  a  time  he  decided  to  take  away  his 
horses,  but  his  servant  was  resisted  by  the  plaintiff,  who 
claimed  a  right  to  detain  them  until  he  was  paid  for  the 
keep.    The  groom,  in  consequence,  went  to  defendant  who 
is  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  made  complaint  on  oath  of 
this  forcible  detention  of  the  horses  by  the  plaintiff,  and  the 
defendant  gave  him  a  warrant  directed  to  a  bailiff,  reciting 
the  complaint  on  oath,  that  "  plaintiff  had  forcibly  detained 
two  horses  the  property  of  Crippen,  and  would  not  let  them 
go  though  requested  so  to  do,  until  he  was  paid  the  keeping 
for  the  horses  and  groom,  contrary  to  the  agreement  made 
and  in  violation  of  the  law,"  and  commanding  the  bailiff 
to  apprehend  the  plaintiff  and  bring  him  with  the  horses 
before  defendant  to  answer  to  the  force  and  damage.  The 
plaintiff  being  brought  before  I  he  defendant  on  this  warrant, 
was  convicted  upon  the  evidence  of  the  groom  of  what  the 
defendant  assumed  to  be  a  trespass  to  personal  property, 
punishable  in  a  summary  manner  under  the  Petty  Trespass 
Act,  4  Wra.  IV.  ch.  4.  The  record  of  conviction,  under  the 
hand  of  the  defendant,  states,  that  plaintiff  was  convicted 
"  for  that  he  did  on,  &c.,  at,  &c.,  detam  with  force  from  the 
possession  of  Abraham  Crippen  two  horses  for  their  meat, 
contrary  to  a  bargain  made  between  the  said  parties,  and 
would  not  let  them  go  but  kept  them  till  they  were  delivered 
by  warrant,  and  it  is  adjudged  should  pay  18s.  to  Crippen 
for  his  damages,  and  1/.  2s.  Sd.  for  costs,  in  ten  days  from 
the  date,  and  that  in  default,  then  to  be  levied  on  the  goods, 
&c*,  of  plaintiff  the  said  sums;  and  in  case  there  shall  be  no 
goods,  then  that  plaintiff  on  return  of  the  warrant,  shall  be 
imprisoned  in  the  common  gaol  for  one  calendar  month, 
unless  the  money  shall  be  sooner  paid."     A  few  days 
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afterwards  the  defendant  made  his  warrant  to  a  constable, 
reciting  the  conviction  and  that  plaintiff  had  refused  to  pay 
the  money,  and  authorizing  the  constable  to  levy  it  of  the 
goods  of  plaintiff.  Under  this  warrant  a  clock  was  seized 
and  sold  by  the  constable  for  a  small  sum,  being  bid  in  by 
plaintiff  or  for  him.  For  this  and  the  taking  plaintiff  pris- 
oner, and  keeping  him  for  two  or  three  hours  in  defendant's 
house  on  occasion  of  the  conviction,  the  action  was  brought. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant  it  was  objected — 1st,  That 
plaintiff  should  have  given  defendant  a  month's  notice  of  his 
action.  2nd,  That  he  should  have  shewn  the  action  to  have 
been  brought  within  six  months.  3rd.  That  under  our 
statute  2  VVm.  IV.  ch.  4,  the  action  should  have  been 
case  and  not  trespass,  and  that  \s.  damages  only  could  be 
recovered,  because  the  plaintiff  has  not  averred  malice  and 
want  of  probable  cause,  and  that  consequently  only  nomi- 
nal damages  could  be  recovered.  The  Chief  Justice  di- 
rected the  jury  to  assess  damages  for  the  injury,  reserving 
leave  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  reduce  them  to  nominal 
damages,  in  case  the  court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the 
defendant  under  the  facts  of  the  case,  was  entitled  to  pro- 
tection as  a  magistrate,  and  that  after  judgment  by  default 
he  could  have  this  benefit  from  his  exceptions.  The  jury 
gave  the  plaintiff  161.  damages.  And  in  Michaelmas  term 
last  Draper  obtained  a  rule  nisi,  to  reduce  this  verdict  to 
nominal  damages.    The  Attorney  General  shewed  cause. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — As  to  the  third  point,  it  is  given  up  in 
argument  as  clearly  not  sustainable.  The  4th  section  of  2nd 
Wm.  IV.  ch.  4,  cannnot  apply  to  a  case  of  this  description — 
for,  1st,  the  guilt  of  the  person  convicted  is  not  manifest — the 
error  is  one  of  substance,  and  not  form ;  and  2ndly,  the 
conviction  has  not  been  quashed — there  is  a  conviction  in 
full  force  not  quashed,  but  so  clearly  bad  in  substance  on 
the  face  of  it,  as  to  be  no  defence  to  the  justice  against  an 
action  of  trespass. — 16  East.  21.  This  is  not  a  case  in 
which  the  provision  now  alluded  to  can  apply.  As  to  the 
other  points,  it  has  been  argued  that  the  justice  was 
entitled  to  no  notice  of  action,  and  that  it  was  unnecessary 
to  shew  the  action  to  have  been  brought  within  six  months, 
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because  his  conduct  in  this  case  was  so  wholly  apart  from 
his  duty,  and  so  clearly  unauthorized  by  his  powers  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  that  the  act  cannot  be  treated  as  an 
act  done  by  him  in  his  capacity  of  a  justice,  but  a  bare 
naked  trespass,  in  which  he  stands  unprotected  by  any 
statute.  I  have  examined  the  cases  cited  for  the  defendant, 
some  of  which  only  are  material,  and  I  have  looked  into 
such  other  decisions  as  have  taken  place  on  this  question, 
or  rather  upon  questions  arising  in  England  under  statutes 
affording  similar  protection  to  justices  of  the  peace  ;  and  in 
my  opinion,  this  defendant,  if  he  had  pleaded,  would  have 
been  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  exceptions  which  he  has 
urged,  both  in  regard  to  notice  of  action  and  proof  of  the 
time  of  its  being  commenced.  The  cases  are  hard  to  recon- 
cile with  each  other,  but  I  have  seen  none  which  would 
warrant  us  in  holding  the  defendant  in  this  case  to  be  out 
of  the  protection  of  the  statute. 

The  act  4  Wm.  IV.  ch.  4,  for  the  punishment  of  petty 
trespass,  enacts,  "  that  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  or  ma- 
liciously commit  any  damage,  injury  or  spoil  to  or  upon 
any  real  or  personal  property,  &c.,  every  such  person  being 
convicted  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  such  sum  of  money  as  shall  appear  to  be  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  the  damage,  injury  or  spoil  so  committed, 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  5/.,  to  be  paid  to  the  party 
aggrieved :  Provided,  always,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  extend  to  any  case  where  the  party  trespassing  acted 
under  a  fair  and  reasonable  supposition,  that  he  had  a  right 
to  do  the  act  complained  of,"  &c. 

The  21st  section  provides  that  all  actions,  &c.,  against 
any  person,  "  for  anything  done  in  pursuance  of  the  act, 
shall  be  commenced  within  six  calendar  months  after  the 
fact  committed,  and  notice  in  writing  of  such  action  and  of 
the  cause  thereof,  shall  be  given  to  the  defendant  one  calen- 
dar month  at  least  before  the  commencement  of  the  action ; 
and  in  any  such  action  the  defendant  may  plead  the  general 
issue,  and  give  this  act  and  the  special  matter  in  evidence 
at  any  trial  to  be  had  thereupon :  And  no  plaintiff  shall 
recover  in  such  action,  if  tender  of  sufficient  amends  shall 
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have  been  made  before  such  action  brought,  &c.  Upon 
verdict  for  defendant,  or  if  plaintiff  shall  be  nonsuited,  or 
shal  discontinue,  or  if  judgment  be  given  for  defendant 
upon  demurrer  or  otherwise,  defendant  shall  recover  his  full 
costs,  as  between  attorney  and  client,"  &c. 

The  British  statute  24  Geo.  II.  ch.  44,  extends  similar 
protection  to  justices  of  the  peace  when  actions  are  brought 
against  them  "  for  anything  done  by  them  in  the  execution 
of  their  office."  The  defendant  in  this  case  professed  to  be 
acting  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  ;  and  therefore,  if  our  pro- 
vincial statute  just  recited  contained  no  provision  on  this 
subject,  we  should  have  to  consider  the  case  with  reference 
to  the  general  protection  extended  by  the  British  statute. 
But  on  this  occasion  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  24 
Geo.  II.  ch.  44.  Our  own  legislature  has  determined  how 
far  the  justice  shall  be  protected  while  acting  under  this 
statute,  and  we  must  be  governed  by  their  express  provision, 
and  not  extend  indulgence  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  than 
they  have  granted  it.  Then  our  statute  gives  the  protection 
in  actions  brought  "/or  anything  done  in  pursuance  of  the 
act^"*"*  which  has  the  same  effect  as  the  expression  of  the 
British  statute,  "  for  anything  by  them  done  in  the  execution 
of  their  office."  The  one  expression  applies  to  the  general 
duties  of  a  justice,  with  the  same  and  no  greater  latitude, 
I  think,  than  the  other  does  to  his  duties  under  the  particular 
act  in  which  the  expression  is  used.  Upon  the  British  act 
many  cases  have  arisen,  when  it  was  made  a  question 
whether  by  reason  of  the  manifest  illegality  of  the  act  done, 
the  justice  "  could  be  treated  as  acting  in  the  execution  of 
his  office  ;"  and  this  is  in  effect  the  same  question  as  arises 
under  this  act,  when  the  doubt  is  raised  whether  he  should 
be  treated  as  acting  "  in  pursuance  of  the  statute."  The 
cases  under  24  Geo.  II.,  therefore,  I  regard  as  authority  to 
guide  us  in  the  application  of  cases  to  our  own  statute ; 
the  same  reasoning  holds.  "  Execution  of  his  office,"  means 
execution  of  the  duties  of  his  office."  And  when  a  jus- 
tice, professing  to  act  in  his  judicial  capacity,  does  anything 
manifestly  contrary  to  his  duty,  he  can  with  no  more  pro- 
priety be  said  to  be  acting  in  the  execution  of  his  office, 
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than  a  justice  can  be  said  to  be  acting  in  pursuance  of  this 
statute  when  the  thing  done  by  him  is  contrary  to  the 
statute  or  unwarranted  by  it.    Therefore  I  consider  a  simi- 
lar rule  of  construction  must  be  given  to  both  these  ex- 
pressions.   Now,  here  this  defendant,  having  jurisdiction 
as  a  single  magistrate  to  convict  and  punish  for  any  damage, 
injury  or  spoil,  wilfully  or  maliciously  committed  to  or 
upon  any  personal  property,  is  applied  to  for  a  warrant  by 
a  complainant,  who  states  that  his  horses  are  illegally  and 
forcibly  withheld  from  him.  He  seems  most  strangely  to  have 
confounded  the  idea  of  an  injury  committed  to  or  upon  the 
articles  of  property,  with  an  injury  committed  against  the 
owner's  right  of  property,  and  he  issues  his  warrant  for  a 
trespass  upon  a  complaint  which  stated  a  wrong  of  another 
nature — namely,  a  tortious  detention  of  property — and  he 
proceeds  to  .convict  for  the  trespass,  awarding  moderate 
damages,  and  directing  a  levy  thereof  by  warrant  &c.  I 
am  surprised  he  should  have  fallen  into  this  error,  because 
the  distinction  seems  obvious  ;  but  as  no  previous  malice 
was  suggested,  and  no  ground  has  appeared  beyond  the 
mere  act  done,  for  imputing  any  design  to  injure,  I  believe 
it  to  be  very  possible  that  his  was  an  error  of  the  mind 
only ;  and  I  dare  say  that  he  may  have  been  misled  first,  from 
failing  to  notice  the  distinction  I  have  already  adverted  to, 
and  then  by  considering  that  the  act,  in  giving  the  sum 
awarded  to  the  party  in  compensation  for  the  damage  for 
the  injury  committed,  meant  to  enable  the  justice  to  settle 
summarily  such  injuries  as  that  complained  of.    The  pro- 
viso at  the  €nd  of  the  6th  clause,  probably,  also  contributed 
to  confirm  him  in  his  erroneous  view  of  the  object  of  the 
act.    It  declares  that  the  act  shall  not  extend  to  any  case 
where  the  party  trespassing  acted  under  a  fair  and  reason- 
able supposition  that  he  had  a  right  to  do  the  act  complained 
of.    As  he  recites  in  his  conviction  that  the  forcible  detain- 
ing of  the  horses  was  contrary  to  the  agreement  of  the 
parties.,  he  seems  to  have  drawn  the  inference  that  the 
defendant  <?ould  have  had  "  no  fair  and  reasonable  suppo- 
sition that  he  had  a  right  to  do  the  act  complained  of 
but  he  should  have  remembered  that  because  the  defendant 
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did  not  come  within  this  exception,  it  did  not  there- 
fore follow  that  he  came  within  the  act.  Any  lawyer 
must  have  seen,  and  one  would  have  supposed  that  any 
man  of  tolerably  acute  mind  could  scarcely  fail  to  see,  that 
the  forcible  detention  of  property  was  not  a  damage,  injury 
or  spoil  to  the  property,  but  a  damage  to  the  owner  in 
respect  of  his  right  of  property  ;  and  the  defendant  in  this 
case  must  have  been  inattentive,  or  a  man  whose  judgment 
cannot  safely  be  trusted  to,  if  he  really  fell  into  the  error 
which  I  suppose  he  did  ;  but,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  though 
it  is  most  desirable  he  should  have  all  necessary  qualifica- 
tions, is  not  bound  to  be  a  lawyer  or  a  man  of  science,  nor 
is  he  bound  at  the  peril  of  all  consequences  to  be  a  man  of 
acute  mind,  and  strong  judgment ;  he  is  bound  to  exercise 
his  judgment  in  good  faith — to  do  as  well  as  he  can — and 
then  if  he  errs  the  law  gives  him  protection  to  a  reasonable 
extent.  A  justice  who  is  authorized  to  convict  for  selling 
spirituous  liquors  without  license,  might  very  innocently 
imagine  some  compound  to  come  under  the  term  spirituous 
liquors,  which  any  chemist,  or  perhaps  almost  any  intelli- 
gent man,  would  at  once  pronounce  not  to  deserve  that 
name.  So  again,  if  a  justice  had  power  to  punish  sum- 
marily for  petty  theft,  he  might  adjudge  a  case  to  be  larceny 
which  any  lawyer  or  almost  any  person  of  sound  judgment 
would  consider  to  be  a  breach  of  trust,  or  a  mere  trespass ; 
but  in  any  case  of  this  kind  the  law  intends  that  the  justice 
shall  not  inevitably  suffer  the  consequences  of  a  vexatious 
action,  when  he  really  fell  into  a  mistake,  however  palpable- 
it  means  to  give  him  the  opportunity  of  tendering  amends, 
after  he  has  notice  of  the  wrong  imputed  to  him,  and  before 
he  can  be  prosecuted  for  it.  The  more  stupid  and  gross 
he  discovers  his  error  to  be,  the  more  likely  he  will  be  to 
take  this  step,  and  the  more  certain  it  is  that  he  requires  the 
protection  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
he  does  not  deserve  this  protection,  so  long  as  there  is  reason 
to  apprehend  that  he  does  wrong  from  inadvertency  or 
infirmity  of  mind  only,  and  sincerely  desiring  to  do  right. 

In  the  case  before  us,  the  magistrate  acted  within  his 
jurisdiction  as  to  locality.  In  regard  to  the  subject  matter, 
he  had  jurisdiction  to  punish  for  a  trespass  to  personal 
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property.  If  the  act  complained  of  had  been  in  fact  a  tres- 
pass to  personal  property,  or  rather  a  damage  or  injury 
committed  to  or  upon  it,  then  he  had  full  authority  to  act 
as  he  did.  It  seems  to  me  that  he  did  conceive  the  facts 
stated  to  establish  a  case  of  trespass  under  the  act — that  his 
error  lay  in  that — and  consequently,  that  the  injury  he  com- 
mitted sprung  from  that  error.  If  1  could  say,  that  in  my 
opinion  the  defendant  could  not  possibly  have  imagined 
he  was  acting  in  pursuance  of  the  statute,  then  there  are 
cases  that  bear  decidedly  against  the  necessity  of  notice, 
but  I  cannot  say  so — indeed  my  conviction  is  otherwise. 
I  have  no  good  ground  for  saying  it  was  otherwise  than  an 
error  in  judgment.  In  Graves  v.  Arnold,  Sir  James  Mans- 
field uses  this  language  :  "  If  the  defendant  acted  under 
color  of  the  statute,  and  believed  himself  to  .be  exercising 
the  powers  conferred  by  it,  notice  will  be  necessary, 
although  by  virtue  of  the  statute  he  might  not  be  justified 
in  what  he  did.— 9  D.  &  R.  339  ;  2Esp.  Ca.  542  ;  2  H.  Bl. 
114,  353  ;  9  Ea.  344 ;  3  M.  &  S.  582  ;  9  B.  &  C.  309  ;  6 
B.  &  C.  351  ;  3  Camp.  242. 

But,  except  for  the  general  interest  which  belongs  to  a 
question  of  this  nature,  it  was  not  necessary  to  have  gone 
particularly  into  the  consideration  of  it ;  for  I  agree  with  my 
brothers,  that  upon  the  21st  section  of  the  statute  4  Wm.  lY. 
ch.  4,  the  plaintiff  is  under  no  necessity  of  proving  notice 
of  action,  or  of  shewing  that  it  was  commenced  in  time, 
when  the  defendant  does  not  plead,  but  suffers  judgment 
by  default.  It  is  evident  that  the  different  nature  of  the 
provision  in  that  clause,  from  the  enactment  in  2  Geo.  II. 
ch.  23,  section  23,  respecting  the  delivery  of  an  attorney's 
bill  before  action  brought,  prevents  the  same  effect  from 
being  given  to  both.  The  case,  therefore,  of  Ridout  v. 
Brown,  decided  in  this  court,  which,  upon  the  first  impres- 
sion, I  thought  might  have  been  applicable,  is  clearly  not 
so  when  this  statute  is  considered  ;  and,  as  the  defendant, 
by  allowing  judgmerit  by  default,  has  lost  the  benefit  of  the 
exception  raised  by  him,  the  plaintiff  must,  I  think,  have 
judgment. 

Sherwood,  J.,  and  Macaulay,  J.,  of  the  same  opinion. 

Per  Cur, — Rule  discharged. 


FRASEE  ET  UX.   V.  RICHARDSON. 
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Frasee  et  UX.  V.  Richardson, 

In  an  action  of  dower  unde  nihil  habet  the  writ  of  grand  cape  must  be  served 
fifteen  days  before  the  return. 

Motion  in  this  case  was  made  to  set  aside  the  service  of 
the  writ  of  grand  cape,  which  was  issued  against  the  lands 
of  defendant  upon  his  default  on  the  first  process,  which  had 
been  sued  out  against  him  in  an  action  of  dower  unde 
nihil  habet.  The  irregularity  complained  of  was,  that  the 
grand  cape  was  not  executed  fifteen  days  before  the  return, 

Cawpbellj  E.  C,  for  demandant ;  Richardson  for  tenant. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  rule  must  be 
made  absolute.  This  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  form^ — the 
intention  and  object  of  the  process  render  it  necessary  that 
it  should  be  served  a  considerable  time  before  the  return, 
aind  fifteen  days  is  the  period  established  and  required  by 
law.  The  oldest  authority  on  this  subject  is  Glanville,  who 
says,  in  treating  of  real  actions,  "  Summonitus  autem  ad 
diem  prcefixam,  aut  venit  aut  non — aut  nuntium  aut  esso- 
nium  mittit — adversarius  ejus  qui  petit,  adversus  eum  die 
statutd  coram  justiciis  appareat,  et  se  adversus  eum  liti  offerat 
et  ita  in  curia  per  tres  dies  expectabit.  Si  vero  nec  quartd 
die  venerit,  apparentibus  summonitoribus,  Sfc,  iterum  per 
aliud  breve  summonebitur  per  intervalla  quindecim  dierum 
ad  minus,  SfC,  et  si  non  ad  tertiam  summonitionem  non 
venerit  neque  miserit  capietur  tenementum  in  manum  domini 
regis  et  ita  per  quindecim  dies  remanebit.  Et  si  infra  illos 
quindecim  dies  nowvenerit,  adversario  ejus  adjudicabitur 
seisina,  Si  vero  infra  illos  quindecim  dies  venerit  c^c, 
prcBcipietur  ei,  <^c." — Lib.  7,  ch.  7.  Of  course,  without  the 
actual  seizing  of  the  land  by  the  sheriff,  it  could  not  be 
known  of  what  lands  the  tenant  or  defendant  was  to  lose 
his  seizin,  in  the  event  of  his  default ;  and  the  law  required 
that  he  should  be  constrained  to  appear,  by  the  notorious 
act  of  seizing  his  lands  into  the  King's  hands  fifteen  days 
at  least  before  he  should  be  required  to  appear,  thereby 
giving  him  sufficient  notice  of  what  he  was  to  do,  and 
warning  him  in  time  of  the  consequences  of  his  default. 
In  the  time  of  Henry  III.,  it  seems  the  law  was  so  far 
altered,  that  the  grand  cape  was  issued  after  the  first 
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summons,  whereas,  in  Glanville's  time,  there  must  have 
been  default  upon  three  writs  of  summons.-^l  Reeve's  Hist. 
Com.  Law  405. 

In  the  case  of  Phelan  v.  Phelan,  this  court  had  occasion 
to  enter  particularly  into  the  consideration  of  the  process 
and  proceedings  in  the  action  of  dower.  It  did  not  become 
necessary  to  determine  any  question  respecting  the  execu- 
tion of  the  grand  cape^  but  it  was  stated  by  the  court  in  that 
case,  that  until  the  legislature  prescribed  some  other  mode 
of  proceeding,  that  which  is  practised  in  England  would  be 
adhered  to  ;  and  it  is  clear  that  the  practice  in  respect  to 
the  service  of  this  writ  requires  it  to  be  as  the  tenant  in  this 
case  states  it.  The  seizing  the  land  by  the  sheriff  is  merely 
formal — the  tenant  is  not  for  the  time  dispossessed,  but  the 
writ  is  to  be  executed  formally  in  the  manner  pointed  out 
in  the  books  of  practice,  and  the  party  summoned  according 
to  the  command  in  the  writ ;  and  this  must  be  done  fifteen 
days  before  the  return  of  the  writ. — Com.  Dig.  Process  D, 
4;  Fleta  1.6.  c.  14;  Fitz.  N.  B.  178;  Imp.  Sher.  300; 
Watson  Do.  234. 

Sherwood,  J.,  and  Macaulay,  J.,  agreed. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute. 


Hall  v.  Ferguson  and  Duffy. 

Where  an  award  is  legal  on  the  face  of  it,  and  consistent  with  the  submission, 
the  court  will  not  look  dehors  the  award  itself,  or  matters  incorporated  in  and 
with  it,  to  sustain  an  objectjon  that  the  arbitrator  has  mistaken  the  law; 
particularly,  if  all  matters  in  law  and  equity  are  submitted,  although  the  court 
may  doubt  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  principles  on  which  the  award  may  seem 
to  rest. 

The  court  will  look  into  papers  delivered  simultaneously  with  the  award,  and 
which  reter  to  and  are  intended  to  be  explanatory  of  it,  as  forming  part  of  the 
award  itself.  # 

This  case  came  before  the  court  on  a  motion  to  set  aside 
the  award  of  umpirage  made  between  these  parties.  The 
controversy  arose  upon  the  contract  set  forth  in  the  follow- 
ing letters : 

Peterborough,  26th  May,  1834?. 

John  Hall,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  our  conversation  a  few  nights  ago, 
and  to  guard  against  accident,  to  which  we  are  all  liable,  we  are 
desirous  of  putting  on  paper  the  heads  of  our  mutually  verbal  under- 
standing at  that  time,  trusting  that  it  may  meet  your  approbation, 


HALL  V.  FERGUSON  AND  DUFFY. 


393 


and  that  our  respective  signatures  shall  be  exchanged  to  the  same. 
We  consider  that  you  have  sold,  and  that  we  have  purchased  the 
whole  of  that  part  of  your  freehold  property,  commonly  called  the 
mill  property,  consisting  of  twenty  acres  of  land  more  or  less,  with 
a  good  clear  and  indisputable  title  to  the  same,  including  all  and 
every  the  buildings  thereon,  and  the  full  water  privilege  as  granted 
and  guaranteed  to  you  (or  those  connected  with  you)  by  government ; 
also,  all  the  right  and  title  you  now  or  may  possess  to  that  portion 
of  land  with  the  buildings  thereon  immediately  adjoining  the  mill 
property,  and  extending  from  it  along  the  bank  of  the  river  to  the 
house  or  inn  occupied  by  Mr.  McFadden  at  present,  included. 

The  full  and  total  amount  of  the  purchase  money  in  the  first 
instance  is  8500/.,  currency,  for  the  property,  as  set  forth  under- 
stood and  described,  payable  as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  1750/.,  cur- 
rency, to  be  paid  and  receipts  exchanged  on  possession  being  given  j 
1000/.  in  cash,  and  750/.  lent  by  Mr.  Du%,  (a  party  hereto),  to  be 
considered  as  such.  A  claim  or  lien  on  the  property  held  and 
possessed  by  a  Mr.  Tyler  of  New  York,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
3600/.,  to  be  paid  in  three  years  from  the  1st  May,  1834,  if  insisted 
on  by  Mr.  Tyler,  or  his  assigns,  representatives,  &c. ;  this  reserva- 
tion made  in  consequence  of  a  doubt  existing  as  to  whether  a 
portion  of  this  sum,  say  1300/.  is  not,  or  can  be  made  payable  in 
five  years  from  1st  May,  1834,  instead  of  the  whole  in  three  years. 
Any  balance  remaining  after  the  provision  set  forth  to  be  paid  in 
equal  annual  instalments,  commencing,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  three 
or  five  years  from  the  1st  May,  1834,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  the  whole  of  the  unpaid  purchase 
money  from  the  day  of  ratification  till  the  same  is  fully  paid,  that  is 
to  say,  on  the  sum  of  6750/.,  currency.  We  would  wish  the  com- 
pletion and  extension  of  the  arrangement  to  take  place  at  as  early  a 
date  as  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  and  remain,  yours  &c., 

(Signed),  Ferguson,  Duffy  &  Co. 

On  this  letter  was  written — 

26th  May,  1834. 

Messrs.  Ferguson,  Duffy  &  Co., 

Dear  Sirs, — I  have  carefully  read  the  contents  of  this  letter  or 
memorandum,  and  fully  concur  and  approve  of  the  same,  as  embra- 
cing our  agreement. 

(Signed),  John  Hall. 

Difficulties  arising,  bonds  of  submission  were  entered 
into  between  the  parties,  referring  all  matters  in  difference 
between  them,  and  all  demands,  &c.,  in  law  or  equity,  to 
the  award  of  Robert  Reid  and  Joseph  Hunter,  and  in 
case  of  their  disagreement  to  the  umpirage  of  such  third 
person  as  the  arbitrators  might  choose.  The  arbitrators  not 
making  their  award  within  the  period,  appointed  Ephraim 
Sandford,  Esq.,  umpire;  and  on  the  11th  of  April,  within 
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the  period  limited,  he  made  up  and  delivered  to  the  parties 
his  award,  in  these  wol-ds,  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  bond 
of  submission :  "  I  do  hereby  award  and  decree  that  Messrs. 
F.  Ferguson  and  Edward  Duffy  pay  to  John  Hall,  Esq.,  the 
sum  of  768Z.  Is.  M.  (Signed),  Ephraim  Sanford,  umpire, 
appointed  by  the  arbitrators,  Peterborough,  11th  April, 
1835."  At  the  same  time  that  the  arbitrator  delivered  the 
above  award  to  Ferguson  and  Duffy,  he  delivered  to  them 
also  another  writing  signed  by  himself,  and  bearing  the 
same  date,  containing  as  follows : 

To  Messrs.  Ferguson  and  Duffy,  and  John  Hall,  Esq., 

Gentlemen,— In  entering  upon  the  important  duty  assigned  to  me 
by  the  appointment  of  Robert  Raid,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Hunter, 
as  umpire  to  settle  the  matter  in  dispute  between  yourselves,  I  do 
so  with  the  impression  that  liberal  minds,  whatever  may  be  the 
decision,  will  bear  me  out  in  the  conviction  that  I  have  acted  \vith 
conscious  rectitude.  The  subject  for  my  consideration  is,  to  whom 
the  breach  of  contract  is  chargeable,  this  being  the  main  foundation 
upon  which  rests  the  after  decision.  The  non-fulfilment  of  the  first 
payment,  or  rather  the  not  having  made  a  legal  tender  of  the  same, 
would  seem  to  say  that  Messrs.  Ferguson  and  Duffy  were  at  fault 
in  this  point ;  but,  could  a  shadow  of  doubt  remain  as  respects  this, 
the  opinion  of  D.  Bethune,  Esq.,  in  his  written  communication  sent 
up  by  him,  with  the  papers  transmitted  by  Geo.  S.  Boulton,  Esq., 
for  signature,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  remove  any  doubt  upon  this 
point.  I  deem  it  quite  unnecessary  to  repeat  Mr.  Bethune's  opinion 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Duffy.  I  therefore,  upon  this  ground,  charge 
Messrs.  Ferguson  and  Duffy  with  the  loss  by  the  depreciation  of  the 
property  in  consequence  of  taking  it  back,  1128Z.  2s.  6d.  I  next 
proceed  to  the  item  of  rent.  This  would  appear  to  be  a  fair  charge 
at  15  per  cent,  for  eight  months  upon  the  value  of  the  property  as 
sold,  say  8500^.,  producing  at  this  rate  the  sum  of  850Z.  The  next 
item  is  the  saw  logs,  in  which  there  appears  a  deficiency  of  1350  ; 
and,  although  there  has  been  an  offer  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Dulfy 
to  supply  that  deficiency  upon  certain  conditions,  yet  as  such  agree- 
ment has  not  been  completed  by  the  parties,  I  cannot  take  the  same 
into  consideration,  and  have  therefore  stated  this  item  in  the 
account. 

The  paper  then  contains  some  explanations  respecting 
smaller  items  of  charge  upon  which  the  umpire  had  ad- 
judged, setting  forth  the  reasons  of  his  decision,  but  these 
charges  are  unconnected  with  the  contract  for  the  sale  of 
the  mill,  &c.,  and  then  the  umpire  adds — 

The  loss  stated  to  have  been  sustained  by  Mr.  John  Hall  in 
transferring  his  funds,  in  consequence  of  the  sale  of  property  in 
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Peterborough,  and  investing  thera  in  Harvey,  I  decline  taking  at  al 
into  consideration  ;  and  although  I  consider  this  investment  a  direct 
consequence  resulting  from  the  sale,  yet  I  must  only  view  it  in  the 
hght  of  a  misfortune. 

The  account  referred  to  by  the  umpire  is  as  follows  : 

Drs.        Messrs.  Ferguson  and  Duffy  m  account  with  John  Hall. 
April  11,  1835. 

For  deduction  of  value  of  concern  from  breach  of  contract  on  your 

part  i;il28   2  6 

For  eight  months  rent  of  the  concern  from  1st  July,  1834,  to  1st 

March,  1835,  calculated  at  15  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  8500Z.     850    0  0 

For  deficiency  of  1350  saw  logs,  at  3^  logs  p.  m.,  would  produce 

385?,  at  15s.  per  thousand,  net  profit  is   289    6  9 

For  the  short  suppl)'  of  whisky  grain  for  66  days  at  10  bushels  per 
day,  3i  gallons  per  bushel,  2310  gallons  at  7d.  per  gallon,  net 
profit   67   7  6 

For  damage  to  mill  race,  to  wit,  costs  of  repairs   22  10  0 

Grist  and  Saw  Mill  idle  for  ten  days   27  10  0 

For  loss  by  fire  at  Tavern   82   0  0 

£2466  15  9 

To  balance  brought  down,  due  John  Hall  this  day   i;768  1  9 

Cr. 

April  11,  1835. 

By  amount  of  payment  from  Mr.  Duflry   je750  0  0 

By  interest  from  IsL  July,  1834,  to  1st  March,  1835    30  0  0 

By  cash  1st  July,  1834    500  0  0 

Eight  months  interest  on  the  same   20  0  0 

By  improvements  al  the  dam   50  0  0 

By  general  improvements  to  the  concern  exclusive  of  the  dam  .. .  100  0  0 

By  amount  of  running  account  as  settled   248  14  0 

By  balance  carried  to  debet  side   768  1  9 

£2466  15  9 

At  the  foot  of  this  account  is  written — 

This  balance  of  768/.  Is.  9d.,  is  due  this  day  from  Ferguson  anc? 
Duffy  to  Mr.  John  Hall,  payable  in  cash  or  a  good  and  sufficient 
bankable  note,  with  interest  included  for  90  days,  unless  the  parties 
close  the  contract  for  the  deficiency  in  saw  logs,  in  which  event 
that  amount  will  be  deducted  when  delivered. 

Sullivan  moved  in  Trinity  term  last,  on  the  part  of  Fer- 
guson and  Duffy,  to  set  aside  this  award  on  the  grounds, 
that  the  umpire  mistook  the  law  respecting  the  title  of  Hall 
to  the  property  sold  by  him — that  the  umpirage  was  founded 
on  a  mistake  with  respect  to  the  opinion  given  by  D. 
Bethune,  Esq.,  and  mentioned  in  the  umpirage — and  fur- 
ther, that  the  umpirage  is  founded  on  a  mistake  in  point  of 
law,  and  is  not  final. 

In  support  of  the  objection,  that  the  award  is  founded 
upon  a  mistake  in  point  of  law,  it  was  contended  that  the 
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writing  delivered  with  the  award  must  be  looked  upon  as 
part  of  the  award,  and'  that  it  discloses  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  umpire  proceeded— that  he  there  avows  that  he 
had  charged  Ferguson  and  Duffy  with  the  two  large  sums 
of  1128Z.  2s.  6cZ.,  and  850Z.,  upon  the  principle  that  the 
breach  of  contract  was  chargeable  upon  them. 

The  Solicitor  General  and  Bidwfll  shewed  cause. 

The  court  took  time  to  consider,  and  this  day  judgment 
was  given. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — I  must  say  that  I  find  difficulty  in 
deciding  from  the  mere  inspection  of  the  documents,  at 
what  time  Mr,  Hall  was  bound  to  make  a  title  to  the  pro- 
perty. When  Messrs.  Ferguson  and  Duffy  thus  express 
themselves — "  We  consider  that  you  have  sold  and  that  we 
have  purchased  the  whole  of  that  part  of  your  freehold 
property  called,  &c.,  with  a  good  clear  and  indisputable 
title  to  the  same,"  they  clearly  mean  nothing  more  than  that 
they  had  bargained  for  such  title.  Then,  when  they  stipu- 
late for  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  they  say  1750/. 
is  to  be  paid,  and  receipts  exchanged  on  possession  being 
given.  Nothing  that  is  here  said,  in  my  opinion,  entitles 
us  to  decide  that  besides  giving  possession,  Mr.  Hall  was 
even  at  this  time  bound  to  make  a  title.  I  consider  it,  on 
the  contrary,  the  more  reasonable  inference,  from  the  nature 
of  the  agreement,  that  he  was  not  expected  to  do  so.  The 
umpire  very  properly  felt  that  the  main  consideration  in  the 
case  was,  to  whom  the  breach  of  contract  was  chargeable. 
He  avows  that  lie  was  aware  of  the  necessity  of  determining 
this  point.  He  heard  the  parties  and  their  evidence — all 
differences  and  demands  in  law  or  in  equity  were  referred 
to  him — and  on  a  view  of  the  whole,  he  considered  Fergu- 
son and  Duffy  the  persons  chargeable,  (i.  e.,  not  merely 
chargeable  technically,  and  according  to  a  strict  legal  con- 
struction which  a  court  might  adopt,  but  substantially 
chargeable,  that  is,  as  I  think  it  reasonable  to  interpret  what 
he  has  said,  he  found  that  it  was  to  be  imputed  to  them  that 
the  sale  did  not  ultimately  take  effect).  We  desired  to 
ascertain  whether  the  umpire,  in  considering  Messrs.  Hall 
and  Duffy  chargeable  with  the  breach  of  the  contract, 
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founded  his  opinion  upon  what  he  took  to  be  the  strict  legal 
effect  of  their  agreement,  in  which  respect  he  might  perhaps 
•  have  fallen  into  an  error,  and  to  ascertain  this,  we  desired 
that  he  might  offer  us  some  explanation  of  his  award  upon 
that  point.  His  answer  in  the  affidavit  filed  last  term  is, 
that  he  made  his  award  according  to  what  he  conceived  to 
be  equity  and  good  conscience  between  the  parties,  and  did 
not  mean  to  take  upon  himself  to  decide  according  to  strict 
rules  of  law ;  that  he  did  not  pretend  to  determine  when 
the  breach  of  agreement  made  between  the  parties  accrued, 
or  when  Mr.  Hall  was  bound  by  the  agreement  to  give  a 
title,  but  that  he  decided  upon  the  merits  generally.  The 
submission  gave  him  a  right  to  decide  the  controversy  in 
this  manner.  We  cannot  say  that  upon  the  merits  he  came 
lo  a  wrong  conclusion,  since  he  may  have  seen  clearly  upon 
the  evidence  and  the  statements  of  the  parties  that,  indepen- 
dently of  any  questions  of  technical  nicety  in  regard  to  the 
time  or  nature  of  the  title,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Messrs. 
Ferguson  and  Duffy  to  abide  by  the  purchase,  and  to  act 
up  to  the  spirit  of  their  agreement,  and  that  its  final  and 
complete  failure  was  to  be  attributed  to  them. 

The  sum  awarded  by  the  umpire  seems  to  be  large — 
perhaps  it  is  extravagant  under  the  circumstances — but  I 
am  not  certain  that  it  is  excessive,  because  I  can  conceive 
that  the  facts  might  be  such  as  to  justify  it.  Upon  all  that 
we  have  seen  and  heard,  I  am  inclined  to  think  a  more 
moderate  award  would  have  been  more  just,  but  it  is  not 
for  us  to  overrule  the  judgment  of  an  arbitrator  upon  that 
point.  In  two  cases  recently  before  us.  Mason  v.  Sheldon 
et  al.,  and  Ducat  v.  Greene,  our  inclination  would  have 
led  us  to  relieve  against  the  award  on  the  ground  of  the 
damages  being  too  high  ;  but  the  authorities  against  such 
an  interference  are  too  strong  to  be  got  over,  unless  other 
circumstances  concur,  or  unless  the  damages  are  so  clearly 
outrageous  as  to  afford  a  strong  inference  of  partiality. 
The  rule  we  think  must  be  discharged.  The  cases  in  courts 
of  Equity  against  such  an  interference  as  is  desired  in  this 
case,  are  as  strongly  against  it  as  those  in  courts  of  Law, 
though  in  both  it  is  not  denied  that  there  may  be  cases  so 


398  king's  BENCH,  HILARY  TERM,  6  WM.  IV. 

peculiar  as  to  warrant  it.  And  the  general  tenor  of  the 
authorities  shew  that  we  should  be  exercising  our  discretion 
in  a  very  unusual  manner,  if  we  were  to  set  aside  this 
award.— 13  Ea.  357  ;  Kyd  on  Awards,  351 ;  2  B.  &  A.  691 ; 
6  Taunt.  254  ;  3  B.  &  A.  237  ;  1  Taunt.  48  ;  1  Vernon,  157 ; 
3  Atk  494,  644 ;  1  D.  &  R.  366 ;  2  Eq.  Ca.  Abr.  80,  p.  18  ; 
Salk.  71 ;  2  Burr.  701 ;  1  Swanst.  59. 
Sherwood,  J.,  concurred. 

Macaulay,  J,-— Although  there  is  some  conflict  in  the 
authorities,  the  better  opinion  seems  to  be,  that  unless  for 
the  purposes  of  impeaching  an  award  upon  the  ground  of 
misconduct,  irregularity  or  other  collateral  ground,  apart 
from  the  merits  of  the  controversy,  the  court  cannot  receive 
affidavits  to  explain  the  facts  and  principles  by  which  the 
arbitrator  was  governed,  in  order  to  adjudge  upon  the 
validity  of  the  award  in  law,  under  the  circumstances. 
The  rule  seems  to  be,  that  unless  the  facts  &c.,  appear  on 
the  face  of  the  award,  or  in  some  document  therein  referred 
to,  the  court  cannot  investigate  them,  in  order  to  impeach 
the  arbitrator's  judgment  thereon. — 1  Sal.  71,  3  (n);  2  Bur. 
701.  Formerly  the  court  could  exercise  no  summary  control 
over  submissions  unless  by  rule  of  court ;  in  all  other  cases, 
persons  could  only  obtain  relief  in  equity  upon  collateral 
grounds,  or  resist  an  action  by  pleading  or  impugning  the 
validity  of  the  award  itself,  for  defects  apparent  in  law  upon 
the  face  of  it.  And  it  will  be  found  that  when  the  award 
is  good  upon  the  face  of  it,  few  rnatters  are  pleadable  to 
shew  it  void  in  law.  The  corruption  or  misconduct  of  the 
arbitrators  cannot,  it  is  said,  be  pleaded  in  bar.  The  9  and 
10  Wm.  III.  ch.  15,  authorized  parties  to  agree  on  any 
written  submission  to  arbitrators,  that  such,  submission 
should  be  made  a  rule  of  any  of  his  Majesty's  courts  of 
record  which  the  parties  should  choose,  and  declared  that 
any  arbitration  or  umpirage  procured  by  corruption  or  undue 
means  should  be  adjudged  void  and  of  none  effect, 
and  should  be  set  aside  by  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  &c. — 
It  has  been  held  that  nothing  is  a  ground  for  setting 
aside  an  award  under  the  statute,  but  manifest  corrup- 
tion in  the  arbitrators,  and  that  for  any  other  illegality 
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or  defect,  the  court  would  refuse  to  enforce  it  by  attachment, 
(1  Str.  301 ;  And.  297;  Watson,  155)— but  it  is  said  to  be  the 
practice  of  the  courts  at  the  present  day  to  entertain  other  ob- 
jections. Indeed,  under  the  words  "  undue  means,^^  which 
are  added  and  disjoined  from  "  corruption,"  as  importing 
something  else — culpable  irregularities  would  seem  to  be 
included.  In  one  case  (2  Bur.  701),  Lord  Mansfield  said, 
the  court  would  not  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  matter,  but 
only  take  into  consideration  such  legal  objections  as  appear- 
ed upon  the  face  of  the  award,  and  such  objections  as  go  to  the 
misbehaviour  of  the  arbitrators,  to  which  is  justly  added  a 
query,  as  to  misbehaviour  in  the  party  also. — 1  &  B.  B. 
357,  363  ;  3  Moor.  688,  692.  It  is  also  said,  that  an  award 
is  a  decree  made  by  judges,  deriving  authority  from  the 
choice  of  the  parties — that  debt  lies  on  the  award,  because 
the  subject  matter  of  reference  by  the  award  transit  in  rem 
judicatam^  and  it  is  so  far  viewed  in  this  light,  that  like  a 
judgment,  the  courts  will  not  examine  the  decision  except 
upon  the  facts,  &c.,  apparent  upon  inspection — collateral 
investigation  being  only  admissible  to  shew  corruption,  or 
some  undue  proceeding  or  irregularity  sufficient  to  set  aside 
the  award,  without  regard  to  the  merits  or  sufficiency  of 
the  award  itself. 

It  is  also  manifest  that  arbitrators  are  allowed  a  greater 
latitude  than  courts  of  justice — they  may  entertain  equitable 
considerations,  and  are  not  bound  to  abide  by  the  law  of 
the  case,  so  that  although  upon  the  face  of  it,  an  award 
appears  to  have  departed  from,  or  not  to  have  conformed  to 
the  law,  it  will  not  be  set  aside,  unless  it  also  appear  that 
the  arbitrator  meant  to  govern  himself  by  the  law,  but  mis- 
took it,  and  more  especially  if  he  did  not  design  adhering 
to  law,  but  adopted  what  he  considered  equitable ;  and  it 
is  settled,  that  when  it  is  desired  to  submit  the  correctness 
of  the  decision  in  point  of  law  to  the  court,  the  grounds  of 
the  award  should  be  incorporated  with  it,  and  appear  upon 
the  face  thereof.  Some  dicta  assert  that  an  arbitrator  is 
bound  to  proceed  according  to  law,  but  such  a  rule  is  not 
universal.  The  submission  may  at  times  require  it,  but  if  a 
mere  question  of  law  is  submitted,  the  decision,  though 
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erroneous,  cannot  be  disturbed  ;  and  when  matters  in  dis- 
pute in  law  and  equity  are  submitted,  a  wide  discretion  is 
necessarily  imparted  to  the  referee.  Taking  the  general 
rule  to  be,  that  a  court  will  not  set  aside  an  award  on  the 
ground  of  a  mistake  in  law,  unless  the  principles  of  law 
upon  which  the  arbitrator  decided  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
award,  the  question  arises,  under  what  circumstances  and 
how  far  can  the  court  look  into  documents  explanatory  of 
(though  not  strictly  a  part  of)  the  award,  for  the  purpose 
of  testing  its  validity.  The  case  of  Kent  v.  Elstob 
(3  Ea.  18),  would  shew  that  the  paper  delivered  with  the 
award,  may,  in  this  case,  be  adopted  as  a  part  or  as 
explanatory  of  the  principle  of  the  decision,  and  be  exam- 
ined. The  spirit  of  other  cases  and  principles  of  rational  jus- 
tice would  seem  to  warrant  an  inspection  of  the  agreement 
between  the  parties,  touching  the  subject  matter  of  the  con- 
troversy, as  being  referred  to  in  the  paper,  stating  the  basis 
and  principles  of  the  umpirage,  and  as  indispensable  to  a 
correct  understanding  of  those  principles,  (13  Eart.  358; 
1  Ves.  jr.  369  ;  9  Moor.  667) ;  beyond  this,  (unless  for 
the  extraneous  purpose  of  impugning  the  conduct  of  the 
umpire,  which  is  not  questioned  in  the  motion  before  us), 
I  fear  the  court  is  not  at  liberty  to  explore.  If  they  could, 
justice  to  both  parties  would  impose  upon  them  the  neces- 
sity of  hearing  full  statements,  on  affidavits,  of  all  offered  on 
either  side.  This  exception  may,  however,  be  noticed — 
that  if  the  arbitrator  is  himself  convinced  of  having  com- 
mitted a  mistake,  or  is  disposed  to  disclose  more  fully  than 
in  his  award,  the  grounds  and  principles  of  his  decision, 
his  explanations  on  oath  may  be  accepted,  subject  to  the 
discretion  of  the  court  how  far  they  should  be  entertained, 
or  be  allowed  to  operate  in  favour  of,  or  against  an  appli- 
cation to  set  aside  his  award.  As  no  misconduct  is  impu- 
ted to  the  umpire  in  the  present  motion,  nor  any  undue 
means  or  irregularity  urged  as  a  ground  of  relief,  no  ques- 
tion is  raised  upon  any  such  collateral  points,  and  the  case 
must  be  decided  with  a  view  to  other  exceptions  impeach- 
ing the  validity  of  the  award  itself,  although  no  corruption 
or  irregularity  be  imputable  to  the  umpire  or  the  opposite 
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party.  The  first  ground  submitted  is,  that  the  umpire  has 
mistaken^  the  law  respecting  the  title  of  Hall  to  the  property 
sold  by  him  to  Ferguson  and  Dufty.  This  objection  is  met 
by  a  double  reply  ;  first,  by  a  reference  to  the  submission, 
which  clothed  the  umpire  with  an  equitable  as  well  as  a  le- 
gal discretion,  so  that  he  was  not  bound  to  adhere  to  a  strict 
legal  interpretation  of  the  parties^  contract.  Secondly,  by 
showing  that  in  point  of  fact  the  umpire  did  not  profess  to 
be  governed  by  rules  of  law,  but  a  sense  of  what  he  felt  to 
be  just  and  right,  and  by  the  argument  that  the  award,  even 
in  connexion  with  the  agreement,  does  not  shew  that  any 
such  mistake  was  committed.  For  all  that  appears,  it  may 
have  been  the  opinion  of  the  arbitrator  that  Hall  had  such 
a  title  as  he  undertook  to  sell,  or  that  his  vendee  entered 
into  the  contract  with  full  knowledge  of  the  state  of  it,  oif 
that,  in  addition  to  such  knowledge^  Ihey  agreed  to  accept 
the  bargain  offered,  and  to  postpone  a  right  to  convey-- 
ances  until  the  purchase  money  was  all  paid,  when,  and  not 
before,  the  vendor  was  expected  to  be  prepared  with  a  per- 
fect title.  The  umpire  may  have  heard  evidence  explana- 
tory of  the  letter  containing  the  contract  which  a  court  of 
law  could  not  allow  to  explain  or  superadd  the  writing,  but 
which  he  riiay  not  have  been  precluded  from  receiving,  and 
which  may  have  been  material  to  a  full  and  just  under- 
standing of  the  true  and  equitable  merit  of  the  transaction. 
This  objection  fails  therefore,  because  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  umpire  meant  to  abide  by  the  strict  legal  interpre- 
tation of  the  contract  per  se,  or  to  pronounce  upon  the  legal 
character  of  Hall's  title  ;  or  if  he  did,  the  facts  disclosed  do 
not  enable  the  court  to  say  whether,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances before  him,  he  was  not  correct  in  his  views  of  the 
title  of  Hall,  as  far  as  respected  the  sale  he  had  negotiated. 

The  second  point  is,  that  the  umpirage  was  founded  on  a 
mistake  with  respect  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Bethune.  This 
is  answered  by  proof  that  he  was  not  governed  thereby. 

Third — that  it  is  founded  on  a  mistake  in  point  of  law. 
To  this  it  is  answered,  that  the  umpire  did  not  profess  or 
design  to  proceed  upon  strict  legal  grounds  only,  but  upon 
what  he  considered  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  case^ 
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without  regard  to  technical  or  strict  legal  rules  of  construc- 
tion.   I  must  infer  however,  that  he  meant  to  abide  by  the 
law  in  determining  who  was  guilty  of  the  first  breach  of 
the  agreement,  because  he  declares  on  his  explanatory 
memorandum,  that  "the  subject  for  his  consideration  was 
to  whom  the  breach  of  the  contract  was  chargeable, "  &c. 
Now  this  necessarily  forms  a  legal  and  not  an  equitable 
consideration  ;  and  as  the  contrary  does  not  appear  on 
the  face  of  the  award,  it  must  be  presumed  that  he  meant 
to  express  his  jud  meat  in  law  touching  the  question 
suggested.    He  proceeds  lo  say  that  the  non-payment, 
or  omission  to  tender  the  first  payment,  seemed  to  fix 
the  defendants  with  the  first  default,  whereupon  he  charges 
them  1128Z.  2s.  6(Z.,  for  the  loss  by  the  depreciation  of  the 
property  in  consequence  of  taking  it  back,  also  850/.  for 
eight  months'  rent,  being  15  per  cent  per  annum  upon  the 
purchase  money.    It  is  fairly  presented  to  the  Court  there- 
fore, whether  the  defendants  were  or  were  not  guilty  of  the 
first  default.    In  the  absence  of  anything  to  shew  a  want 
of  title  in  Hall  on  the  face  of  the  award  or  agreement,  or 
without  resort  to  affidavits  suggesting  facts  dehors  the 
award,  I  fear  the  Court  are  not  at  liberty  to  assume  as  a  fact 
to  be  noticed  in  this  case  that  Hall's  title  was  defective,  or 
that  defe  dants  had  not  with  the  possession  received  a 
conveyance  ;  and  as  already  noticed,  it  might  have  satisfac- 
torily appeared  to  the  umpire  that  such  was  the  fact,  or  that 
the  defendants  waved  all  objections  to  the  title,  not  expect- 
ing a  conveyance  till  they  had  paid  up  the  full  purchase 
money.    In  this  light  it  would  follow,  that  the  first  breach 
was  on  the  defendants'  part.    But,  if  it  were  raised  as  a 
question  for  the  Court  now  to  decide  whether  upon  the  face 
of  the  letter  of  the  26th  May,  1834,  the  defendants  were 
entitled  to  a  good  title  with  conveyances  presently,  or  not 
entitled  to  demand  the  same  till  the  whole  purchase  was 
paid  up,  I  should  incline  to  the  opinion  that  they  had  a  right 
to  expect  and  to  exact  a  good,  clear  and  indisputable  title 
to  be  conveyed  to  them  forthwith.    The  payments  were  to 
be  made  by  periodical  instalments,  and  the  terms  of  the 
contract  do  not  import  that  those  payments  were  conditions 
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precedent  to  a  conveyance,  but  rather,  that  a  conveyance 
was  precedent  and  not  to  depend  upon  performance  of  the 
other  part.  It  is  consistent  with  the  agreement  that  the  de- 
fendant should  have  had  a  conveyance  before  possession, 
and  when  a  large  payment  was  promised  upon  receiving 
possession,  the  conveyance  of  a  good  title  may  reasonably 
be  regarded  as  a  concurrent  act  which  they  had  a  right  to 
expect  and  require.  It  may  however  have  been  otherwise 
undcTstood,  and  have  been  so  established  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  umpire.  And,  without  regard  to  the  title  of  Hall, 
it  is  within  the  literal  terms  of  the  agreement,  that  1750/. 
were  to  be  paid  upon  receiving  possession  ;  and,  as  the  de- 
fendants received  and  accepted  possession,  (with  perhaps 
full  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances, )  it  might  be  held 
to  follow,  that  they  waived  any  concurrent  or  precedent  act 
incumbent  upon  Hall,  and  obviously  the  event  had  occur- 
red upon  which  the  1750/.  were  to  be  advanced.  If  there- 
fore the  umpire  is  not  quite  correct  in  his  construction  of 
law,  that  the  first  breach  of  contract  was  on  the  defendants' 
part,  it  is  at  least  a  doubtfut  question,  in  which  event  the 
Courts  do  not  interfere  to  disturb  awards. — 3  Atk.  494 ;  3 
B  &  C.  237. 

An  ulterior  question  has  presented  more  difficulty  to  me, 
and  indeed  is  the  ground  on  which  I  have  mainly  hesitated. 
It  is  the  consequences  which  the  umpire  considered  to  flow 
from  such  breach  of  contract — namely,  the  liability  to  make 
good  the  depreciation  of  the  estate  in  point  of  value,  and 
without  regard  to  actual  profit,  to  pay  a  large  rent  for  the 
use  and  occupation,  as  if  it  had  undergone  no  such  depre- 
ciation. He  first  charges  the  defendant  1128/.  25.  6d.  for 
depreciation  of  the  estate  in  value  in  the  course  of  eight 
months — not  from  waste  on  their  part,  but  apparently  from 
the  decline  of  the  property  in  market  value,  owing  to  the 
contingencies  of  the  times,  over  which  the  defendant  had 
no  control,  in  addition  to  which  he  exacts  a  rent,  reckoned 
upon  the  principle  of  15  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  purchase 
money  of  8500/.,  although  the  property  must  have  been 
gradually  sinking  below  that  value,  and  although  of  that 
sum  the  plaintiff  Hall  had  received  1250/.,  upon  no  part  of 
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whieh  are  the  defendants  allowed  a  credit  exceeding  six 
per  cent,  and  although  it  does  not  appear  as  a  ground  for 
fixing  so  liberal  a  rent,  that  in  point  of  fact  the  beneficial 
enjoyments  of  the  premises  realized  any  such  sum  to  the 
defendants,  or  could  have  been  of  equivalent  advantage  to 
the  piaintifi*  had  he  possessed  the  same.  The  rent  allowed 
seems  to  be  settled  upon  an  arbitrary  principle  of  computa- 
tion, adopted  as  a  reasonable  rule  in  the  abstract,  without 
regard  to  the  real  beneficial  advantages  derived  by  the  oc- 
cupant, which  is  the  true  rule,  or  the  real  loss  of  the  plain- 
tiff if  that  formed  a  sounder  criterion. 

Now,  if  after  the  defendants  took  possession  and  had  paid 
1250/.,  they  repudiated  the  contract,  owing  to  the  incapa- 
city of  Hall  to  make  a  good  title,  it  follows,  either  that  they 
had  a  legal  right  to  do  so,  in  which  event  the  nominal 
breach  on  their  part  in  non-payment  of  the  additional  500/., 
would  not  enable  Hall  to  recover  damages  for  the  deprecia^ 
ation  of  the  estate,  or  they  had  no  right  to  relinquish  the 
bargain,  in  which  event  Hall  would  not  be  bound  to  accept 
it  back,  and  might  enforce  by  an  action,  the  payment  of  the 
instalments  as  they  became  due,  while  the  defendants 
could  not  by  any  action  obtain  a  good  title,  if  Hall  could 
not  grant  it.  As  observed  above,  it  may  appear  however 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  full  payment  before  being 
called  upon  for  a  title,  in  which  event,^if  he  agreed  to  aban^ 
don  the  contract  and  accept  back  the  estate,  it  would  forni 
a  fair  subject  for  a  reference  upon  what  terms  he  should  do 
so.  Looking  merely  at  the  letter  and  award,  we  cannot 
discover  how  it  happened  that  the  whole  bargain  was  put 
an  end  to.  It  is  perceptible  how  a  controversy  might  have 
arisen  touching  the  balance  of  the  first  instalment,  but  not 
in  other  particulars,  nothing  is  disclosed  from  which  a  con-^ 
current  breach  on  the  plaintiff's  part  can  also  be  enforced. 
It  is  no  part  of  the  award  that  the  plaintiff  should  take  back 
the  estate — it  is  assumed  as  already  so  understood  or  ar-^ 
ranged.  The  facts  appearing  are,  that  Hall  agreed  to  sell  the 
estate  to  the  defendants  for  8500/.,  with  a  good,  clear  and  in- 
disputable title  to  the  same,  and  that  defendants  agreed  to  pay 
1760/.  on  recovering  possession,  and  the  residue  in  three  ox 
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five  years.  That  afterwards^  defendants  received  possession 
and  retained  it  eight  months,  when  it  was  restored,  and  in 
the  interim  paid  1250Z.  only,  of  the  first  instalment  of  1750Z* 
That  all  disputes  in  law  and  equity  were  referred  to  the 
umpire,  who  awarded  that  the  non-payment  or  tender  of 
the  first  payment  fixed  defendants  with  the  first  default ; 
whereupon  he  charged  them  1128/.  2s.  6(/.  for  loss  in  the 
depreciation  of  the  property  in  consequence  of  taking  it 
back,  and  850/.  for  eight  months'  use  and  occupation,  being 
15  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  the  whole  purchase  money, 
8500/.  For  all  that  appears,  (without  extending  our  view 
beyond  the  face  of  the  award  and  adverting  to  the  affidavit 
and  other  ex  parte  documents  laid  before  the  Court,)  the 
only  visible  breach  of  contract  was  chargeable  to  the  de- 
fendants, and  if  there  was  no  defalcation  on  the  plaintiff's 
part,  the  reason  or  necessity  for  taking  back  an  estate  so 
suddenly  and  so  greatly  depreciated,  unless  at  his  election 
so  to  do,  is  not  readily  perceived.  It  may  however  have 
been  so  mutually  arranged  between  the  parties,  subject  to 
the  judgment  of  referees  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  it 
should  be  done,  and  may  have  formed  one  subject  of  con- 
troversy or  dispute  submitted  to  the  umpire  in  conjunction 
with  the  claim  for  mesne  profits ;  and  if  so,  can  it  be  said 
the  result  is  objectionable,  except  on  the  score  of  amount 
which  however  apparently  unreasonable,  may  in  truth  be 
just  ?  Mere  unreasonableness,  unless  corruption  or  wilful 
misconduct  or  perversion  of  the  judgment  of  the  umpire 
can  be  inferred  from  it,  will  not  invalidate  his  award ;  and 
no  such  ground  has  been  taken,  and  if  it  had  been,  I  could 
not  say,  the  decision  is  so  glaring  and  outrageously  exces- 
sive as  to  warrant  the  inference  of  mala  fides.  I  could  not 
impeach  his  motives,  however  I  might  dissent  from  hm 
opinion.  Then,  can  it  on  the  other  hand,  be  said,  that  in 
awarding  damages  the  umpire  meant  to  follow  the  law, 
and  if  so,  that  he  has  erred  therein  by  allowing  damages 
that  do  not  legally  flow  or  result  from  the  breach  of  eon- 
tract  found  by  him,  If  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  the  dam- 
ages are  awarded  exclusively  in  consequence  of  the  breach 
of  the  non-payment  of  the  first  instalment  in  full,  I  do  not 
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think  the  premises  warrant  the  conclusion  ;  but  is  it  appar- 
ent that  such  breach  is  the  sole  cause,  or  may  not  other 
considerations  have  had  weight  ?  It  is  stated  in  the  um- 
pire's minute  as  a  consequence — wherefore  he  charges  the 
defendants  1128/.  2s.  6c?.,  yet  it  may  have  been  on  the 
ground  that  as  the  contract  was  abandoned,  the  umpire 
thought  the  loss  should  fall  upon  the  party  primarily  in  de- 
fault, as  an  equitable  consequence  ;  and  for  aught  that  ap- 
pears, the  defendants  were  the  first  defaulters.  It  was  open 
to  the  umpire  to  take  into  view  the  whole  conduct  of  both 
parties  throughout  the  transaction,  and  since  it  was  so,  it  is 
more  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  heavy  damages  award- 
ed against  the  defendants,  proved,  from  a  consideration  of 
the  whole  merits,  rather  than  as  a  consequence  of  their  de- 
fault in  paying  500Z.,  the  balance  of  the  first  instalment, 
which  of  itself  could  justify  no  such  penalties.  However 
it  may  have  been  to  a  general  breaking  off  the  bargain  and 
rescission  of  the  entire  contract,  subject  to  a  reference 
touching  the  conduct  of  both  parties,  and  of  the  remunera- 
tion to  which  under  all  circumstances  the  one  could  exact 
from  the  other. 

One  further  question  has  presented  itself — namely, 
whether  the  award  is  defective  in  point  of  mutuality  and 
conclusiveness,  owing  to  the  silend'e  of  the  umpire  respecting 
the  restoration  of  the  premises,  or  extinguishment  of  the 
contract,  so  that  each  party  should  be  restored  to  their  for- 
mer situation  as  far  as  capable  of  being  placed  in  statu  quo 
— that  is,  the  one  being  relieved  from  the  purchase,  and  the 
other  bound  to  take  back  the  premises  and  abandon  the 
sale.  But  it  is  not  suggested  that  the  umpire  did  not  enter- 
tain and  dispose  of  all  matters  submitted  to  him,  and  the 
question  of  abandoning  the  contract  may  have  been  mutu- 
ally arranged  before  the  reference,  leaving  only  in  dispute 
the  terms.  The  award  assumes  that  the  property  had  been 
taken  back  by  Hall,  and  the  effect  of  the  award  is  to  put 
an  end  to  all  controversies,  rights  of  action,  &c.,  touching 
the  same. 

I  perceive  therefore  no  ground  that  warrants  the  Court  in 
undoing  this  reference  upon  the  present  application,  however, 
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from  all  as  I  have  yet  heard,  I  may  be  impressed  as  to 
the  moderation  of  the  damages  or  rent  awarded,  or  as  to  the 
equity  or  soundness  of  the  principles  upon  which  apparent- 
ly those  damages  and  that  rent  have  been  computed. 

Per  Cur, — Rule  discharged. 


McKay  v.  Lockhart. 

It  is  sufficient  to  discharge  the  owner  of  a  vessel,  conveying  goods  fronn  port  to 
port,  from  liability  arising  from  the  non-delivery  of  part  of  those  goods,  to  shew 
that  Ihey  were  delivered  by  the  master  of  the  vessel  at  the  port  to  which  they 
were  consigned,  and  notice  given,  during  the  usual  business  hours,  to  the 
consignee. 

This  was  an  action  by  the  plaintiff  as  owner  and  con- 
signee, against  the  defendant,  as  owner  of  the  schooner 
Jesse  Wood,  for  not  delivering  a  puncheon  of  wine,  shipped 
on  board  said  vessel  at  Brockville,  to  be  carried  to  To- 
ronto. Plea — The  general  issue.  It  appeared  in  evidence 
on  the  plaintiff's  part,  that  Joseph  Agar,  the  master  of  the 
Jesse  Wood,  received  on  board  at  Brockville,  for  the  plain- 
tiff, on  the  23d  November  1834,  37  pieces  of  goods,  num- 
bered from  some  number  below  760  onwards,  including  a 
puncheon  of  wine.  No.  760.  That  the  plaintiff  had  notice 
of  their  arrival  at  Toronto,  and  that  all  the  things  except 
the  wine  were  received.  The  vessel  contained  goods  for 
other  persons,  and  the  carter  of  plaintiff,  (a  person  who  had 
performed  all  his  carting  for  four  years  previous,)  carted 
the  plaintiff's  goods  from  Feehan's  wharf,  where  they  were 
unladen,  to  the  plaintiff's  store.  Being  examined,  the  car- 
ter said  he  drew  up  the  whole  on  the  same  day,  and  in  the 
evening  was  paid  by  the  plaintiff,  who  found  fault  with  him 
for  not  bringing  the  wine,  which  induced  him  to  return  to 
the  vessel  to  enquire  for  it.  He  stated  that  on  his  way  down 
he  met  Agar,  the  master,  going  into  the  town  with  a  friend, 
and  on  going  on  board  the  vessel  was  then  told  by  some  of 
the  crew  that  the  wine  had  not  been  landed.  It  appeared 
that  on  the  same  evening  the  plaintiff  came  to  Feehan,  the 
wharfinger,  for  the  bill  of  lading,  expressing  his  anxiety 
to  get  the  wine,  having  agreed  for  the  sale  of  it,  but  that 
Feehan  had  not  received  the  bill  of  lading,  and  that  it  was 
found  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Murray,  a  gentleman  con- 
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nected  with  the  forwarders,  who  had  shipped  the  goods  at 
Brockville  ;  that  the  plaintiff  went  on  board  to  inquire 
about  the  wine,  and  received  the  same  answer  as  his  carter. 
It  was  also  in  evidence,  that  on  the  ensuing  day  the  carter 
went  several  times  to  the  vessel  about  the  wine,  and  was 
uniformly  answered  that  it  was  not'yet  landed  :  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  plaintiff  had  also  attended  during  the  day, 
anxious  about  the  missing  property  ;  that  when  the  vessel 
was  wholly  unladen,  the  Wine  was  still  absent,  of  which 
the  master  had  notice,  and  who  expressed  some  apprehen- 
sions that  it  might  through  mistake  havfe  been  re-shipped  on 
board  the  Princess  Victoria,  also  belonging  to  the  defen- 
dant, which  had  been  lying  near  the  Jesse  Wood  taking  in 
goods  for  Niagara,  and  who  promised  to  make  inquiry  on 
the  subject,  but  it  did  not  turn  out  that  any  such  mistake 
had  occurred.  On  the  defence,  the  master,  (who  had  been 
released, )  was  examined,  and  said  that  all  the  goods  were 
brought  here  and  were  landed  on  two  separate  days,  he 
himself  superintending  the  discharge  of  her  cargo  on  the 
first  day,  noting  the  number  of  pieces  landed  on  the  wharf 
for  the  plaintiff,  but  not  by  the  numbers  or  any  other  distin- 
guishing mark  on  them.  That  10  pieces  were  landed  in  his 
presence,  but  that  on  the  second  day  he  was  sick,  when  the 
duty  of  discharging  was  entrusted  to  one  of  the  seamen, 
now  master  of  another  vessel.  This  seaman  was  called, 
and  stated  that  on  the  second  day  he  had  seen  landed  for 
the  plaintiff,  10  boxes  of  raisins,  16  coils  of  rope,  and  a 
cask.  No.  760 — that  is  the  day  the  Captain  was  sick,  and 
that  the  vessel  was  two  days  in  discharging  her  cargo. — 
That  the  plaintiff  was  down  several  times,  and  was  on 
board  on  the  second  day,  and  in  the  hold,  pointing  out  and 
urging  the  discharge  of  his  goods.  This  witness  said  he 
was  not  aware  of  anything  being  missing  until  the  vessel 
was  discharged,  but  heard  of  it  before  leaving  port,  and  told 
the  master  it  had  been  landed.  He  produced  a  small  book 
in  which  appeared  a  number  of  pencil  entries,  as  of  the 
number  of  pieces  delivered  out  of  the  vessel,  for  different 
consignees,  but  it  did  not  contain  the  original  note,  being 
made  from  memoranda  on  a  loose  paper,  not  forthcoming. 
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and  said  to  be  lost  or  destroyed.  He  said  the  entries  were 
made  in  the  evening  after  the  whole  had  been  landed.  On 
one  page  of  the  book  appeared  three  entries  on  plaintiff's 
account — the  first  and  the  last  specifying  the  number  of 
pieces  unshipped  for  plaintiff,  but  not  designated  by  their 
respective  numbers.  In  the  middle  was  a  cask,  No.  760, 
the  only  one  distinguished  by  its  own  number.  The  wit- 
nesses on  the  defence  complained  of  the  loose  and  careless 
way  in  which  carters  were  allowed,  without  apparent  au- 
thority or  check  to  take  away  goods  from  the  wharf,  and 
one  of  them  said  that  after  the  vessel  had  been  discharged, 
he  saw  two  of  them  disputing  the  proprietor  of  a  cask 
marked  S.  and  K.  M.  on  the  bung  which  was  said  to  mean 
Mr.  Smith  of  Toronto,  and  not  the  plaintiff.  The  master  of 
the  vessel  expressed  his  opinion  of  the  usage  of  trade  to  be, 
that  a  landing  at  the  wharf,  whether  the  consignee  was 
present  or  absent,  exonerated  the  owner  of  the  vessel  at  once, 
provided  such  consignee  had  notice  of  her  arrival,  or  knew 
where  she  was  to  be  discharged,  and  that  he  considered  the 
goods  as  delivered  to  the  wharfinger  in  the  absence  of  the 
owner  or  his  agent,  or  at  all  events,  that  he  was  discharged. 
Mr.  Feehan,  a  brother  of  the  wharfinger,  denied  having  re- 
ceived any  of  the  goods  discharged  from  the  Jesse  Wood, 
although  it  is  usual  for  him  to  receive  the  bills  of  lading  and 
notify  consignees,  having  an  interest  and  claim  as  owner  of 
the  wharf,  and  that  in  the  absence  of  consignees,  he  often 
takes  charge  of  goods  landed  from  steamboats  or  other 
crafts.  He  said  that  his  brother  was  on  his  death-bed  at 
this  period,  and  required  his  constant  attendance,  so  that  he 
could  not  and  did  not  interfere  at  all  in  the  unloading  of  the 
defendant's  vessel.  The  parties  did  not  agree  as  to  whether 
the  plaintiff's  goods  were  landed  on  one  or  two  days. — 
The  whole  cargo  was  discharged  in  two  days,  after  which 
the  vessel  sailed  away.  The  plaintiff's  carter  persisted  in 
saying  he  took  up  all  except  the  wine  in  one  day,  was  paid 
in  the  evening,  and  re-visited  the  vessel  the  next  day.  The 
master  and  mate  maintained  that  a  part  only  was  discharged 
on  the  first,  and  the  residue  on  the  following  day.  The 
master  admitted  having  received  the  cask ;  could  produce 
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no  receipt  from  the  plaintiff  for  its  delivery  ;  it  did  not  reach 
plaintiff ;  and  notice  wa^  repeatedly  given  on  board  the  ves- 
sel that  it  was  missing,  no  other  answer  appearing  to  have 
been  returned  but  that  it  had  not  been  landed.  It  was  at 
first  supposed  that  the  plaintiff's  goods  had  been  consigned 
to  Feehan,  and  a  delivery  to  him  was  asserted,  but  it  was 
explained  that  such  was  not  the  fact  in  this  instance. 

It  was  contended  by  the  plaintiff  that  the  owner  of  the 
vessel  was  not  exonerated,  and  by  the  defendant  that  there 
was  positive  evidence  that  the  cask  had  been  placed  on  the 
wharf,  and  if  so,  that  the  duty  of  the  ship  owner  ceased 
the  moment  it  was  landed,  the  consignee  having  received 
previous  notice  of  the  arrival  and  place  of  discharge,  it  be- 
ing incumbent  on  the  latter  at  his  peril  to  attend  and  take 
charge  of  the  property  whenever  discharged,  as  being  thence- 
forward at  his  risk. 

Macaulay,  J.  who  tried  the  cause,  did  not  make  it  a  dis- 
tinct question  for  .the  jury  whether  in  fact  the  cask  had  been 
landed  on  the  wharf  or  not,  but  he  told  them,  that,  whether 
or  not,  the  defendant  was  liable  under  the  evidence,  upon 
the  satisfactory  ground  that  although  the  plaintiff  had  notice 
of  the  vessel's  arrival,  of  the  place  of  discharge,  and  had 
received  all  the  rest  of  the  consignment — and  although  it 
might  be  a  just  rule  and  the  understood  usages  of  trade 
that  after  reasonable  notice  the  consignee  or  his  agents 
should  be  attending  to  take  charge  of  the  goods  on  the  wharf, 
where  doubtless  they  were  to  be  delivered  as  fast  as  turned 
out — yet  that  after  the  diligent  attention  of  the  plaintiff  on 
this  occasion  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  and  after  the  re^ 
peated  notices  that  this  cask  was  missing,  and  the  inquiries 
in  vain  made  after  it,  and  the  answers  given  to  account  for 
its  non-production,  he  considered  that  the  master  was  bound 
to  give  a  special  or  new  notice  when  it  was  forthcoming, 
that  the  plaintiff  might  attend  and  receive  it :  that  under 
the  circumstances,  the  plaintiff  was  not  bound  to  remain  at 
the  gangway  of  the  schooner  expecting  this  absent  article, 
but  was  entitled  to  a  special  notification  when  it  was  un- 
shipped. He  thought  plaintiff  had  done  all  that  could  be 
reasonably  expected  of  him,  and  that  the  onus  and  respon- 
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sibility  would  be  on  the  ship-master.  He  did  not  think 
that  a  bare  landing  on  the  wharf  under  these  circumstances, 
in  the  absence  of  the  plaintiff  and  his  agents,  could  consti- 
tute a  delivery  and  acceptance,  actually  or  constructively, 
so  as  to  end  the  defendant's  liabilities  and  place  the  property 
at  the  plaintiff's  risk.  He  therefore  instructed  the  jury  to 
find  for  the  plaintifT  if  they  thought  the  wine  had  not  been 
landed  at  all,  or  had  not  been  landed  (  as  the  judge  thought 
it  had  not )  with  fair  notice  and  opportunity  to  the  plaintiff 
to  attend  and  receive  it,  or  to  secure  it  and  protect  his  inter- 
est in  the  same.  On  the  other  hand,  they  were  told  to  find 
for  the  defendant  if  the  wine  had  been  landed  in  the  usual 
course  of  business.    The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff. 

In  Michaelmas  term  the  Solicitor  General  obtained  a  rule 
nisi  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of  misdirection.  Bogert 
shewed  cause. 

Robinson,  C.  J. — Upon  the  report  of  this  case  made  by 
the  learned  judge  who  tried  it,  1  think  the  evidence  war- 
ranted the  verdict,  and  that  upon  the  whole  complexion  of 
the  case,  the  jury  came  to  the  conclusion  which  was  most 
consistent  with  the  testimony.  But  I  cannot  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  I  think  their  verdict  was  consistent  with  all  the 
evidence  given.  On  the  contrary,  I  apprehend  that  if  they 
chose  to  give  implicit  credit  to  the  witness  Wheeler,  their 
verdict  might  have  been  rendered  for  the  defendant.  The 
nature  of  the  transaction  brings  it,  I  think,  under  the  rule 
which  governs  the  delivery  of  goods  at  a  port  in  England 
by  a  ship  bringing  them  from  abroad.  The  same  delivery 
which  would  have  discharged  the  master  and  owners  if  the 
goods  had  been  shipped  at  Oswego,  would  discharge  them 
equally  in  this  case.  The  carrying  in  coaches  and  on  canals 
is  governed  in  some  respect,  by  different  rules.  When  the 
master  gave  notice  to  the  plaintiff  of  the  arrival  of  the 
goods,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  plaintiff  to  attend  and 
take  charge  of  them,  and  give  reasonable  facility  to  their 
delivery.  It  is  not  necessary  to  determine  whether  by  gen- 
eral usage,  or  the  particular  facts  of  the  case,  the  master 
would  have  been  discharged  by  simply  unloading  them  on 
the  wharf,  or  putting  them  in  charge  of  the  wharfinger,  for 
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he  did  in  fact  give  notice  to  the  plaintiff  and  the  plaintiff 
did  in  consequence  attend. 

Waiving  the  formality  of  checking  the  packages  one  by 
one,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  all  were  landed  before 
any  should  be  removed,  he  acted  as  if  he  took  it  for  granted 
all  was  right,  and  sent  down  his  carter  to  take  them  up  to 
the  town.  The  carter  could  not  have  gotten  them  otherwise 
than  by  the  master  unlading  them  on  the  wharf,  and  there- 
fore the  sending  the  carter  to  bring  them  up  and  receiving 
what  he  brought,  having  notice  of  all  that  had  been  shipped, 
implied  a  permission  to  the  master  to  land  the  whole, 
without  further  formality.  If  therefore  he  did  in  fact  land 
the  cask  of  wine,  as  he  landed  the  other  things,  he  was  in 
my  opinion  discharged,  whatever  may  have  become  of  it. 
Wheeler's  evidence  tends  to  establish  that  the  cask  was  so 
unladed  the  second  day,  not  under  any  peculiar  circum- 
stances, but  with  other  packages,  and  in  the  same  manner. 
If  that  were  the  fact,  then  I  think  the  wine  was  delivered,  and 
the  defendant  discharged,  and  the  mistake  of  the  master  in 
imagining  it  had  not  been  landed,  and  the  statements  he 
made  in  consequence  of  such  an  erroneous  impression 
would  not  alter  the  fact  of  delivery  ;  but  my  difficulty  is,  1  do 
net  think  the  jury  ought  to  have  been  satisfied  by  Wheeler's 
evidence,  inconsistent  as  it  was  with  that  of  the  plaintiff's 
brother,  the  carter's,  and  Feehan's,  and  not  free  I  think 
from  suspicion,  from  the  terms  in  which  it  was  given.  My 
impression  from  the  whole  testimony  is,  that  the  wine  was 
not  landed  under  the  same  circumstances  that  the  other 
packages  were,  and  I  think  that  it  is  most  likely  the  jury 
were  of  the  same  opinion.  To  award  a  new  trial  when 
the  verdict  was  supported  by  the  weight  of  testimony, 
merely  because  we  differ  in  one  respect  from  the  view  of 
the  law  taken  at  the  trial,  seems  to  me  contrary  to  princi- 
ples on  which  new  trials  are  granted.  One  of  my  learned 
brothers  however,  who  concurs  with  me  in  thinking  that  the 
evidence  of  Wheeler  would  have  supported  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant,  is  further  of  the  opinion,  I  believe,  that  on 
this  account  it  would  be  proper  to  grant  a  new  trial,  since 
we  cannot  certainly  infer  that  the  jury  may  not  have  been 
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satisfied  of  the  truth  of  Wheeler's  evidence,  and  may  never- 
theless have  been  led  by  the  learned  judge's  view  of  the 
law,  as  explained  to  them,  to  find  for  the  plaintift., 

Under  such  circumstances,  1  feel  that  it  would  not  be 
satisfactory  to  let  the  verdict  stand,  and  therefore  concur 
in  ordering  a  new  trial  without  costs. 

Sherwood,  J.  (after  stating  the  case)— As  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  seems  to  have  been  given  on  the  ground  of  the 
failure  of  the  defendant  to  place  the  cask  of  wine  on  the 
same  wharf  where  the  plaintifi'  received  his  other  goods,  I 
will  assume  the  affirmative  proposition,  that  the  defendant 
did  land  the  cask  on  the  same  wharf  the  next  day  after  the 
plaintiff's  request,  in  order  that  I  may  consider  the  point 
of  law,  which  appears  rather  important,  as  similar  cases 
are  often  likely  to  occur  at  this  and  other  ports  on  the  lakes. 
The  facts  of  this  case  shew  the  defendant  is  a  common 
carrier  by  water  from  port  to  port,  and  is  subject,  in  my 
opinion,  to  the  like  liabilities  as  common  carriers  are  along 
the  English  coast  who  have  not  modified  the  rules  of  the 
common  law  as  respects  themselves  by  any  special  con- 
tract, or  by  giving  public  notice  restrictive  of  their  common 
law  liability.  A  majority  of  the  English  decisions  on  this 
subject  will  be  found  to  originate  in  questions  respecting 
the  duties  of  carriers  of  goods  by  land  or  in  boats  on  canals 
and  harbors  and  rivers.  The  liabilities  of  such  carriers  are 
generally  regulated  by  the  course  and  usage  of  particular 
trades,  or  by  the  custom  of  particular  places  ;  but  the  duties 
of  carriers  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  of  England  are, 
generally  speaking,  the  same  which  the  common  law  pre- 
scribes. It  is  an  axiom  that  every  common  carrier  is  an 
insurer  of  the  goods  entrusted  to  his  care,  and  therefore  the 
defendant  was  responsible  for  the  cask  of  wine  while  it 
was  in  his  possession  as  carrier.  Presuming  the  cask  was 
landed  on  the  wharf  with  other  articles  belonging  to  the 
plaintiff,  it  remains  to  be  examined  whether  the  defendant 
by  this  act  parts  with  the  possession  so  as  to  remove  his 
liability  as  insurer. 

In  the  case  of  Golden  v.  Manning  et  al.,  3  Wil.  429,  the  court 
said  that  carriers  were  obliged  to  send  notice  to  persons  to 
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whom  goods  were  directed  of  the  arrival  of  the  goods,  within 
a  reasonable  time  ;  and  in  the  case  in  3  T.  R.  397,  Buller,  J., 
said,  "A  ship  trading  from  one  port  to  another  has  not  the 
means  of  carrying  the  goods  on  land  ;  and,  according  to  the 
established  coarse  of  trade,  a  delivery  on  the  usual  wharf 
is  such  a  delivery  as  will  discharge  the  carrier."  The  same 
judge  also  held  in  the  same  case,  that  a  carrier  of  goods 
from  a  foreign  country  to  England  is  considered  as  a  carrier 
from  port  to  port  in  England  as  regards  the  delivery  of  the 
goods.  In  the  present  case,  the  plaintiff  contends  that  as 
he  demanded  the  cask  of  wine  himself,  and  sent  his  servant 
for  it  after  notice  of  the  arrival  of  his  goods,  and  as  it  was 
not  delivered  upon  demand,  it  then  became  the  duty  of  the 
defendant  to  give  him  special  notice  of  the  landing  of  the 
cask  afterwards,  and  unless  he  did  so,  his  responsibility 
as  insurer  would  still  continue,  although  the  cask  was  in 
fact  landed  on  the  wharf  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  other  goods  were  which  the  plaintiff  took  away. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  cask  was  landed  at  a  sea- 
sonable hour  of  the  day,  because  .there  is  nothing  in  the 
evidence  to  shew  that  it  was  landed  in  the  night  or  at  any 
other  unreasonable  time  out  of  the  usual  course  of  business ; 
for  if  it  were,  the  case  would  admit  of  a  different  construc- 
tion. According  to  the  facts,  however,  1  am  of  opinion, 
upon  the  authority  of  the  cases  already  cited  and  upon 
general  principles,  that  the  defendant's  liability  as  carrier 
ceased  after  he  had  given  notice  to  the  consignee  of  the 
arrival  of  the  goods,  and  had  placed  the  cask  of  wine  on 
the  wharf  where  the  plaintiff  received  his  other  goods.  As 
a  carrier  from  port  to  port  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  take 
care  of  the  goods  after  they  are  placed  on  land,  I  think 
it  but  reasonable  and  just  to  hold  him  discharged  from  his 
liability  after  giving  due  notice  to  the  consignee  of  the  arri- 
val of  the  goods  and  of  the  place  of  landing,  and  after 
landing  them  at  a  proper  and  ordinary  time  of  daily  busi- 
ness at  the  place  so  notified  to  the  consignee,  and  in  the 
manner  usually  followed  by  masters  of  vessels  engaged  in 
such  trade. 

Macaulay,  J. — I  cannot  bring  myself  to  doubt  the  sound- 
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ness  of  the  view  I  took  of  this  case  at  Nisi  Prins.  It  still 
appears  to  me,  that  after  the  notice  given  of  the  absence  of 
the  hosrshead  of  wine,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  master  of 
the  vessel  to  take  care  of  it  until  the  plaintiff  had  intima- 
tion that  it  was  forthcoming.  I  do  not  at  all  think  that 
under  the  circumstancesa  bare  landing  on  the  wharf,  in  the 
absence  of  and  without  notice  to  the  plaintiff,  and  without 
the  presence  of  or  notice  to  any  agent  on  his  behalf,  can  be 
regarded  as  a  sufficient  delivery  within  the  spirit  of  the  bill 
of  lading  as  a  contract,  or  of  any  usage  of  trade  that  may 
be  supposed  to  prevail,  so  as  to  exonerate  the  shipmaster 
and  owner  from  all  further  responsibility.  The  plaintiff 
should  at  least  have  had  fair  notice,  with  reasonable  time 
and  opportunity  to  see  to  the  property  and  protect  his  inter- 
ests before  the  duty  or  liability  of  the  defendant  could  be 
considered  as  at  an  end. — 1  Ld.  Ray.  46 ;  2  Esp.  41 ;  2 
Esp.  694;  4  T.  R.  260 ;  2  Bl.  916;  1  McL.  &  Y.  120; 
4  T.  R.  581 ;  5  T.  R.  389  ;  8  Taunt.  144 ;  4  Price,  31 ;  5 
B.  &  A.  53 ;  3  B.  &  B.  177 ;  4  B.  &  P.  20  ;  Abbott  on 
Shipping,  pt.  3,  c.  3,  s.  11. 

Per  Cur. — Rule  absolute  without  costs. 
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A  defendant  in  attachment  for  contempt  for  not  paying  over  money  pursuant  to 
a  rule  of  court,  may  be  admitted  to  the  limits,  after  being  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted upon  his  answers  to  interrogatories  put  to  him. 

The  defendant  was  deputy  to  the  late  sheriff  of  the 
district  of  Niagara,  and  upon  several  writs  of  attachment 
which  were  placed  in  his  hands,  had  attached  merchandize 
and  other  property  of  considerable  value  belonging  to  one 
Bussell.  an  absconding  debtor.  After  the  appointment  of 
the  present  sheriff  of  Niagara,  an  order  was  made  on  this 
defendant  (at  the  instance  of  Storm  and  Whitney,  creditors 
of  Bussell) ,  to  pay  over  to  the  sheriff  all  monies  in  his 
hands  which  he  had  received  on  account  of  the  estate  of 
the  absconding  debtor.  Large  sums  were  shewn  to  have 
come  to  his  hands  from  the  sale  of  the  property  attached. 
The  defendant  not  complying  with  this  order,  an  attach- 
ment was  ordered  against  him,  and  on  his  being  brought 
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up  in  custody,  interrogatories  were  administered  to  him, 
and  upon  his  answers  the  Master  reported  him  in  contempt. 
The  Court  in  this  term  ordered  that  the  defendant,  who  had 
been  bailed  on  the  attachment,  should  stand  committed  to 
the  gaol  of  the  Home  District  until  he  paid  into  court  the 
sum  of  925^.  15s.  which  upon  his  own  admissions  he 
had  received  and  not  paid  over ;  and  it  was  further  ordered, 
that  when  he  paid  that  sum  he  might  apply  to  be  discharged 
upon  rendering  satisfactory  explanations  in  regard  to 
smaller  items  of  charge  which  were  specified,  and  upon 
which  the  answers  he  had  given  were  not  such  as  to  acquit 
him.    These  were  exclusive  of  the  sum  above  mentioned. 

The  Court  being  asked  whether  he  could  be  admitted 
to  the  limits  while  in  custody  on  the  attachment,  said  that 
they  would  consider  it,  and  that  he  might  apply  in  vacation, 
and  the  judge  would  intimate  whether  the  sheriff  could 
properly  allow  him  the  benefit  of  the  limits. 

He  did  afterwards  apply,  and  was  admitted  to  the  limits, 
no  objection  being  urged,  and  the  judges  conceiving  that 
he  came  within  the  reason  of  the  case  Rex  v.  Stokes,  1 
Cowp.  136. 
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VOL.  IV.  (OLD  SERIES). 


ABATEMENT. 
See  "Dower,"  1. 

ABSCONDING  DEBTOR. 

1.  Mesne  Process.  Issue  of, 
under  Abscondhig  Debtor"^ s  Act^ 
Mesne  Process  cannot  issue  under 
the  Absconding  Debtor's  Act  un- 
til three  months  have  elapsed  from 
the  first  advertisement  under  the 
attachment. — Banker  v.  Griffin, 
112. 

2 .  Delay  in  moving  to  set  aside 
attachment,  SfC,  under  the  act. 
Affidavits.^  Where  a  defendant 
moved  to  set  aside  an  attachment 
andsubsequent  proceedings  under 
the  Absconding  Debtor's  Act,  sev- 
eral months  after  the  last  proceed- 
ing was  had,  on  the  ground  that 
the  plaintiffs  were  not  inhabitants 
of  the  province,  but  filed  no  affida- 
vit shewing  that  he  was  not  in- 
debted to  any  inhabitant  of  the 
province,  the  Court  refused  the 
rule  and  left  him  to  his  action. — 
Fisher  et  al.  v.  Beach,  118. 

3.  Amount  of  bonds  given  by.'] 
The  bonds  required  to  be  given  by 

3  H 


an-  absconding  debtor  to  obtain  a 
supersedeas  to  the  attachments 
against  him  must  be  double  the 
amount  of  the  debt  sworn  to. — 
Heather  et  al.  v.  Wallace,  131. 

AFFIDAVIT. 

See  "Practice,"  4,  6. 

1.  In  issuing  a  ca.  sa.  Chris- 
tian names.]  It  is  not  necessary, 
in  affidavit  made  for  the  purpose 
of  issuing  a  capias  ad  satisfaci- 
endum by  a  plaintiff  who  has  two 
christian  names,  to  state  the  sec- 
ond, where  his  identity  sufficiently 
appears  by  the  affidavit  describing 
him  as  the  above  plaintiff. — Per- 
kins V.  Connolly,  2. 

AGREEMENT. 

See  «  Bills  of  Exchange  &  Pro- 
niissory  Notes,"  3;  "Trover,"  1. 

AMENDMENT. 

See  "  Variance,"  1. 

1.  Amendment.  When  al- 
lowed.] An  amendment  in  plead- 
ings will  be  allowed  after  the  as- 
sessment of  contingent  damages  on 
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a  demurrer  subsequently  decided 
against  the  plaintiff,  where  the 
justice  of  the  case  requires  it,  and 
the  plaintiff  would  be  finally  con- 
cluded.— Breakenridge  v.  King, 
297- 

2.  Note.  Variance  hetiveen 
declaration  and  note  produced.'] 
Where,  on  an  assessment  of  da- 
mages on  a  promissory  note  stated 
in  the  declaration  to  be  for  40*?., 
a  note  for  42/.  was  produced  in 
evidence,  an  amendment  of  the 
record  to  correspond  with  the  proof 
was  refused,  but  the  Court  allowed 
a  verdict  to  be  entered  for  the 
amount  of  the  note  set  out  in  the 
pleadings,  on  the  other  note  being 
filed  as  the  one  on  which  the  ac- 
tion was  brought. — Bank  of  Upper 
Canada  v.  Crawford,  301. 

ARBITRATION. 

1.  Setting  aside  award.  The 
Court  will  not  set  aside  an  award, 
upon  affidavits  setting  forth  a  par- 
ty's just  claim  to  the  allowance  of 
large  sums  of  money  upon  grounds 
which  the  arbitrators  had  rejected. 
— McMillen  et  al.  v.  McLean,  5. 

2.  Award  set  aside.]  An  a- 
ward  was  set  aside  on  account  of 
unfair  conduct  in  the  arbitrators 
in  their  manner  of  hearing  the 
evidence. — Hamilton  v.  Wilson, 
16. 

3.  Power  of  arbitrators.  A- 
ward  set  aside.]  Where  a  ver- 
dict was  taken  for  200/.,  subject 
to  be  reduced  by  arbitrators,  the 
costs  to  abide  the  event,  and  the 
award  was  for  the  defendant,  it 
was  set  aside  as  being  beyond  the 
submission,  the  arbitrators  being 
empowered  only  to  reduce  the 
plaintiff^s  verdict,  and  the  condi- 
tion as  to  costs  giving  them  no 
authority  by  inference  to  deprive 
the  plaintiff  of  it  altogether,  but 
applying  only  to  the  amount  of 


costs  to  be  eventually  taxed. — ^ 
Shaw  V.  Turton,  100. 

4.  Awards.]  Where  certain 
matters  in  difference  between  A. 
and  B.  were  referred  to  arbitra- 
tion, and  also  "  all  costs  of  suit 
commenced  or  prosecuted  by  ei- 
ther party,  whether  civil  or  crimi- 
nal," and  the  arbitrators  awarded 
that  B.  should  pay  a  large  sum  to 
A.,  and  also  all  costs  of  suits; 
Held,  that  the  award  was  suffi- 
ciently final  without  stating  that 
the  suits  should  cease,  and  that  it 
could  not  be  impeached  because 
damages  had  been  estimated  by 
the  arbitrators  on  some  matters 
into  which  they  should  not  have 
enquired. — Ducat  v.  Green,  110. 

5.  Misconduct  of  arbitrators. 
Award  set  aside.  Costs.  ]  vv  here, 
on  a  reference  between  A.  &  B., 
A.'s  agent  attended  on  his  behalf, 
and  after  B.  had  given  evidence 
to  the  amount  of  200/.,  retired, 
understanding  from  the  arbitrators 
that  the  case  was  closed,  and  B^, 
in  his  absence,  induced  two  of  the 
arbitrators  to  award  him  1000/., 
the  third  refusing  to  consent,  the 
award  was  set  aside  on  payment 
of  costs.- — Van  Egmont  et  al,  v. 
Jones,  119. 

6.  Bond  of  submission  to  be 
made  rule  of  court.  Delay  in 
objecting  to  award.]  If  a  bond 
of  submission  contain  a  clause  that 
the  submission  shall  be  made  a 
rule  of  court,  it  is  not  necessary 
that  an  agreement  enlarging  the 
time  should  be  made  a  rule  of  court 
as  well  as  the  submission,  and  it 
is  too  late  to  object  to  an  award 
after  a  lapse  of  four  terms  from 
the  publication,  and  an  attachment 
gmnted  for  non-performance. — 
Crooks  v.  Chisholmand  Cameron, 
121. 

7.  Parol  sid^mission.  Assump- 
sit.]   Submission  by  bond,  with  a 
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day  limited  for  making  the  award,- 
on  the  last  day,  in  fact,  the  arbi- 
trators were  ready  to  award,  hut 
at  defendant's  request  put  it  off,  to 
enable  him  to  produce  further  evi- 
dence ;  all  parties,  however,  sup- 
posed that  the  time  fixed  by  the 
submission  would  not  expire  till 
the  next  day.  The  next  day  the 
arbitrators  heard  both  parties  on 
oath,  and  made  an  award  about 
an  hour  after  midnight. — Held, 
that  assumpsit  on  a  parol  submis- 
sion was  mamtainable  to  recover 
the  sum  awarded,  and  that  the 
extension  of  time  operated  as  a 
piarol  submission. — Hull  v.  Al- 
way,  375. 

8.  What  court  will  look  into.'] 
Where  an  award  is  legal  on  the 
face  of  it,  and  consistent  with  the 
submission,  the  Court  will  not  look 
dehors  the  award  itself,  or  matters 
incorporated  in  and  with  it,  to 
sustain  an  objection  that  the  arbi- 
trator  has  mistaken  the  law,  par. 
ticularly  if  all  matters  both  of  law 
and  equity  are  submitted,  although 
the  Court  may  doubt  as  to  the 
soundness  of  the  principles  on 
•  which  the  award  may  seem  to 
rest.  The  Court  will  look  into 
papers  deMvered  simultaneously 
with  the  award  itself. — Hall  v. 
Ferguson  and  Duffy,  392. 

ARREST. 

1.  Endorsement  of  writ  of 
ca.  re.]  When  plaintiff  had  omit- 
ted to  endorse  the  writ  on  which 
the  defendant  was  arrested  before 
delivering  it  to  be  executed,  but 
did  so  before  bail  had  been  given, 
and  within  an  hour  or  two  after 
the  arrest,  the  Court  held  the  rule 
of  Trinity  Term,  3  &  4  Wm.  IV., 
sufficiently  complied  with. — Smith 
V  Smith,  10. 

2.  Delay.]  It  was  considered 
as  ground  for  setting  aside   an  ^ 


arrest  on  a  capias  ad  satisfacien- 
dum,   that   several    terms  had 
elapsed  after  the  return  of  the 
executions  against  goods  before 
the    capias  ad  satisfaciendum 
issued. —  Glynn  v.  Dunlop,  111. 
;     3 .  Privilege  from.]  A  suitor  at- 
;  tending  a  court  of   requests,  is 
^  privileged  from  arrest. — Baldwin 
'et  al.  v.  Slicer,  131. 
j    4.    Bailable  ca.   re.  issued, 
!  Cognovit    subsequently  taken, 
'  Execution  on  ca.  sa.  for  more 
than  was  stated  in  ca.  re.  Arrest 
set  aside,  ivith  costs.]  Where 
plaintiff  sued  out  a  bailable  ca.  re, 
against  defendant,  and  before  its 
return  took  a  cognovit  from  defen- 
dant without  using  ca.  re.  at  all, 
and  subsequently  entered  judg- 
ment, entering  common  bail  for 
defendant,  and  without  any  affida- 
vit of  debt  other  than  that  on 
which  the  ca.  re.  issued,  which 
was  for  1500/.  charged  him  in 
execution  on  a  ca.  sa.  for  2500/. ; 
the  Court  set  aside  the  arrest  and. 
ca.  sa.,  with  costs. — Brown  v. 
Bethune,  331. 

ARREST  OF  .JUDGMENT. 

1.  Covenant .  Premises  not par- 
ticularly  set  forth.]  In  ah  action 
of  breach  of  covenant  to  make  a 
lease  of  premises,  it  is  no  ground 
for  arresting  the  judgment  that  the 
premises  are  not  particularly  set 
forth,  if  the  breach  be  as  defini- 
tive  as  the  terms  of  the  covenant 
require. — Rowland  v.  Tyler,  257. 

ASSUMPSIT. 
See  "Goods  sold,"  1. 

ATTACHMENT. 

Right  of  party  attached  for 
contempt,  in  not  paijing  over 
monies,  to  limits.]  A  defendant, 
in  attachment  for  contempt  for  not 
paying  over  monies  pursuant  to  a 
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rule  of  court,  may  be  admitted  to 
the  limits,  after  being  ordered  to 
be  committed  upon  his  answers  to 
interrogatories  put  to  him. — Rex 
V.  Kidd,  415. 

ATTORNEY. 

See  "  Trespass,"  2. 

1.  Fees.  Proof  of  delivery  of 
hill.]  In  an  action  by  an  attorney 
for  his  fees,  he  must  ' prove  the 
delivery  of  his  bill,  although  the 
defendant  has  suffered  judgment 
by  default. — Ridout,  one,  &c.  v. 
Brown,  74. 

2.  Practice.  Right  to  proceed 
after  settlement  agreed  upon 
between  the  parties.]  Where, 
after  process  served,  the  parties 
came  to  a  settlement,  and  the 
plaintiff  agreed  to  pay  his  own 
costs,  but  notwithstanding  the  at- 
torney went  on,  thinking  that  the 
defendant  should  pay  the  costs, 
the  proceedings  were  set  aside 
for  irregularity. — Parent  v.  Mc- 
Mahon,  120.  ' 

3.  Time  to  plead.  Delay  in 
moving  to  set  aside  intercolutory 
judgment.]  In  an  action  against 
an  attorney,  he  should  have  full 
four  days  in  term  to  plead,  but  he 
is  too  late  to  set  aside  an  interlo- 
cutory judgment  signed  before 
the  four  days  had  expired  two 
months  after  such  judgment 
and  after  notice  of  assessment 
served ;  and  an  objection  that 
there  is  not  any  date  to  a  notice 
to  plead,  nor  any  statement  that 
the  plaintiff  appears  by  attorney, 
will  not  be  entertained. — Monroe 
V.  King,  one,  &c. ;  White  et  al.  v. 
King,  one,  &c.,  189. 

4.  Time  of  service  of  bill  of 
costs.  Evidence.]  Where  an  at- 
torney served  his  bill  of  costs  on 
the  20th  May,  and  the  placita  on 
the  Nisi  Prius  record  were  entitled 
of  Trinity  Term,  which  com- 


menced on  16th  June,  not  a  lunar 
month  after  such  service,  but  a 
memorandum  was  added — to  wit, 
11th  July,  and  the  plaintiff  proved 
that  his  declaration  was  filed  that 
day,  but  did  not  produce  the  writ : 
Held  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  a 
verdict,  and  that  if  the  writ  issued 
too  soon  the  defendant  should 
shew  it. — McMartin,  one,  &c.  v. 
Spafford,  332. 

AWARD. 

See  "  Arbitration," 
BAIL. 
See  "  Criminal  Law." 

BILLIARD  TABLES. 
See  "  Corporation."  ^ 

BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE  AND 
PROMISSORY  NOTES. 
See  "Joint  Stock  Company,"  1  j 
"  Partnership,"  2 ;  "  Foreign  Cor- 
poration," 1. 

1.  Alteration ,  oj  note  without 
the  consent  of  one  of  the  makers. 
Its  effect  as  to  recovery  on  note.] 
Where  a  note,  origmally  joint, 
was  altered  to  joint  and  several 
w^ithout  the  consent  of  one  of  the  » 
makers,  who  was  afterwards  sued 
alone  upon  the  note* by  an  en- 
dorser: Held,  that  the  plaintiff 
could  not  recover  on  the  note  on 
account  of  the  alteration,  nor  on 
the  money  counts,  as  there  was 

no  privity  between  the  maker  and 
him. — Sampson  v.  Yager,  3. 

2.  Insufficient  consideration 
no  ground  of  dejence.]  It  is  no 
defence  to  an  action  on  a  promis- 
sory note,  that  it  was  given  on 
a  consideration  that  did  not  prove 
so  beneficial  as  it  was  represented. 
— Dutton  V.  Lake,  15. 

3.  Notice  of  non ■payment.'] 
Notice  of  non-payment  to  endor- 
ser, held  insufficient  upon  the  con- 
versation between  the  endorsee's 
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attorney  and  the  endorser. — Bank 
of  Upper  Canada  v.  Cooley,  17. 

4".  Right  to  sue  on  note  given 
on  certain  conditions  held  to  be 
unfulfilled.']  Where  the  defen- 
dant  purchased  personal  property 
from  the  plaintitf,  and  gave  him 
back  a  mortgage  on  it  to  secure 
the  purchase  money,  and  agreed 
if  default  were  made  in  the  pay- 
ment,  he  would  give  up  the  pro- 
perty, and  the  plaintiff  should  sell 
it  to  pay  himself  and  give  the 
overplus,  if  any,  to  the  defendant  5 
and  at  the  same  time  the  defen- 
dant gave  the  plaintiif  his  promis- 
sory notes  for  the  purchase  money, 
which  were  not  to  be  acted  on  if 
the  property  were  given  up ;  on 
default  having  been  made,  the 
property  was  given  up  and  sold 
by  the  plaintiff  for  less  than  the 
mortgage  money,  and  an  action 
was  then  brougiit  on  one  of  the 
promissor}^  notes  to  recover  the 
difference:  Held,  that  it  would 
not  lie,  the  notes  having  been 
satisfied  by  the  surrender  of  the 
property  according  to  the  agree- 
ment.— Smith  V.  Judson,  134. 

4<.  Consideration']  Part  failure 
of  consideration  is  no  defence  to 
an  action  on  a  promissory  note. — 
Dixon  V.  Paul  and  others,  327. 

BUBBLE  ACTS. 
1 .  Banks  chartered  hy  Provin- 
cial Farliameyit  not  ivithin.]  The 
Bubble  Acts,  6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18,  and 
14  Geo.  II.,  are  not  in  force  in 
this  province;  and  banks  char- 
tered by  acts  of  the  Provincial 
Parhament  could  not  come  within 
the  provisions  of  those  acts. — 
Bank  of  Upper  Canada  v.  Donald 
Bethune,  lb" 5.  Vide  also  Bank 
of  Montreal  v.  J.  E.  Bethune,  193. 

CAPIAS  AD  RESPONDEN- 
DUM. 
See  "  Arrest,"  1. 


\.  Bailable  ca.  re.  How  to  he 
endorsed^  A  bailable  ca.  re. 
sued  out  by  an  attorney  in  person, 
must  be  endorsed  with  a  notice  to 
the  defendant  of  the  sum  claimed 
and  costs. — Washburn,  one,  &c, 
&c.,  V.  Walsh,  322. 

CABRIERS. 

1 .  Liability  of  oivners  of  vessel 
mortgaged,  for  loss  of  goods  ship- 
peel  on  vessel. — The  owners  of  a 
vessel  mortgaged,  and  in  posses- 
sion of  and  navigated  by  the  mort- 
gagees, are  not  liable  for  the  loss 
of  goods  shipped  on  such  vessel ; 
and  if  they  w^ere  liable,  although 
the  form  of  action  were  case,  yet 
as  this  liability  would  be  founded 
on  contract,  and  not  custom,  the 
acquittal  of  one  defendant  would 
discharge  the  rest. — Wilkes  v. 
Flint  et  al.,  19. 

2.  Liability  of  oivner  of  vessel 
to  consignee  for  conveying  goods, 
when  at  an  end.]  It  is  sufficient 
to  discharge  the  owner  of  a  vessel 
conveying  goods  from  port  to  port 
from  liability  arising  from  the  non 
delivery  of  part  of  the  goods,  to 
shew  that  they  were  delivered  by 
the  master  of  the  vessel  at  the 
port  to  which  they  were  consigned, 
and  notice  given  during  the  usual 
business  hours  to  the  consignee.- — 
McKay  v.  Lockhart,  407. 

CA.  SA. 

See  "Affidavit,"  1. 
See  "  Arrest,"  2, 4. 

CLERK  OF  COURT  OF 

REQUESTS. 
See  "  Mandamus,"  1. 

COGNOVIT. 
1.  Refusal  of  court  to  allow 
judgment  to  be  entered  on  cognovit 
fifteen  years  old.]  The  Court  re- 
fused to  allov\*  judgment  to  be  en- 
tered on  a  cognovit  more  than  fif- 
teen years  old,  where,  although  it 
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was  sworn  that  a  large  debt  was 
due,  yet  it  appeared  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  accepted  from  the  defen- 
dant an  assignment  of  property 
and  given  a  discharge  of  the  action, 
although  the  property  proved  un- 
productive.— Grant  v.  Executors 
of  Mcintosh,  184. 

COMMISSION  TO  EXAMINE 
WITNESSES. 
1.  Due  execution  of,  by  com- 
missioner without  his  seal.  2 
Geo,  IV.  ch.  1.]  Where  the  ex- 
ecution of  a  commission  to  exam- 
ine witnesses  in  the  United  States 
was  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  the 
commissioner  named  therein,  and 
the  return  thereof  made  under  his 
hand  (without  his  seal), — Held, 
that  under  the  provincial  statute  2 
Geo.  IV.  ch.  1,  the  execution 
was  sufficiently  authenticated. — 
Beach  v.  Odell,  8. 

CONTRIBUTFON. 
1.  Assumpsit,  night  of  one 
of  several  defendants  to  recover 
their  shares  from  the  rest.  Proof 
in  suck  action.']  One  of  several 
defendants  in  assumpsit,  who  has 
paid  the  whole  amount  of  the  da- 
mages under  an  execution,  is  en- 
titled to  recover  contribution  from 
the  other  defendants ;  and  in  an 
action  for  such  contribution,  the 
regularity  of  the  judgment  in  the 
original  action  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned, and  it  is  not  necessary  to 
shew  any  notice  of  the  execution, 
nor  demand  of  the  money  before 
action  brought.  —  Woodruff  v. 
Glassford,  155. 

CORPORATION. 

See  "  Foreign  Corporation,"  1. 

1.  Tower  of  Corporation  oj 
City  of  Toronto  as  to  Billiard 
Tables.']  Semble,  that  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  City  of'Toronto  have 
a  right  to  suspend  all  billiard  tables 


within  its  jurisdiction. — -Rex  v. 

Inspector  of  Licences  of  the  Home 
District,  9. 

COSTS. 

See  "Judgment  as  in  case  of 
Nonsuit,"  1. 

1.  Record  not  entered  in  time. 
Defendant  refuses  to  go  to  trial. 
Costs  of  the  day.]  Where  the 
plaintiff,  having  given  notice  of 
trial,  did  not  enter  his  record  with 
the  clerk  of  assize  in  time,  but  the 
defendant,  notwithstanding,  agreed 
to  go  to  trial  if  he  were  ready,  and 
after  having  detained  the  plaintiff's 
witnesses  more  than  a  week,  at 
last  determined  not  to  go  to  trial ; 
he  was  refused  the  costs  of  the 
day. — Doe  ex  dem.  Crawford  v. 
Coppledikej  6. 

2.  Full  costs.']  Where  there 
are  issues  in  law  and  fact,  and  a 
venire  as  well  to^y  the  issues  as 
assess  the  damages,  and  a  verdict 
is  rendered  for  the  plaintiff  for  an 
amount  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  District  Court,  a  certificate  of 
costs  must  be  apphed  for  at  the 
trial ;  and  an  order  cannot  be  made 
by  a  judge,  as  in  cases  of  assess- 
ment after  judgment  by  default, 
for  the  taxation  of  such  costs. — 
Ma  honey  v.  Twick,  executor,  99. 

3.  Arbitration.  District  Court, 
Full  costs.]  Where  a  cause  is 
referred  to  arbitration  by  order  of 
Nisi  Prius,  and  the  arbitrators 
award  a  sum  within  the  jurisdic- 
diction  of  the  District  Court,  the 
court  or  a  judge  may  grant  an  or- 
der for  full  costs  under  the  ninth 
general  rule  of  Easter  Term,  11 
Geo.IV.— Elmore  v.  Colman,  321 

4.  Countermand  of  trial.  JVit' 
nesses^  fees.  Where  the  plaintiff 's 
attorney  sent  a  notice  of  counter- 
mand of  trial  to  his  agent  in  town, 
but  it  arrived  too  late  for  service, 
and  the  defendant's  witnesses  at- 
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tended  for  the  trial :  Held,  that  the 
expense  of  such  witnesses  was 
rightly  allowed  in  the  costs  of  the 
day. — SpatTord  v.  Buchanan,  325. 

COURT  OF  REQUESTS. 
See  "  Arrest,"  3. 

COVENANT. 
See  "  Arrest  of  Judgment,"  1 ; 
**  Damages,"  1. 

CRIMINAL  INFORMATION. 

1.  Points  of  Practice  to  be  com- 
plied tvith  before  filing  criminal 
information  against  Justice  of 
Peace.']  To  support  a  motion  for 
leave  to  file  a  criminal  information 
against  a  justice  of  the  peace,  the 
affidavits  should  not  be  entitled  as 
in  a  suit  pending  ;  notice  must  be 
given  of  complainant's  intention 
to  apply.  The  motion  should  be 
made  without  unnecessary  delay, 
and  sufficiently  early  in  term  to 
admit  of  notice  of  it  being  given. — 
In  re  complaint  of  Bustard  v.  Ira 
Schofield,  Esquire,  11, 

CRIMINAL  LAW. 

1.  Bail.1  A  prisoner  in  cus- 
tody for  grand  larceny  may  be 
admitted  to  bail. — Rex  v.  Jones  & 
Skinner,  IS. 

2.  Prisoner.  Bail.  Defect 
in  commitment  remedied.  ~\  A  pri- 
soner chained  W\t\\  murder  may, 
in  some  cases,  be  admitted  to  bail, 
and  on  application  for  bail,  the 
court  may  look  into  the  informa- 
tion, and  if  they  find  good  ground 
for  a  charge  of  felony,  may  remedy 
a  defect  in  the  commitment  by 
charging  a  felony  it. — Rex  v.  Hig- 
gins,  83. 

CROWN  GRANT. 

1.  Effect  of  exemplification 
under  great  seal.]  A  grant  from 
the  crown  must  be  by  matter  of 


record  under  the  great  seal,  and 
an  exemplification  under  the  great 
seal  of  a  grant  invalid  in  its  incep- 
tion  will  not  have  the  effect  of 
making  such  grant  valid  by  relation 
from  its  commencement. — Doe  ex 
dem,  Jackson  v.  Wilkes,  142. 

DAMAGES. 

See  "  Trover,"  1. 

1.  In  breach  of  good  title — 
wliat  measure  of.]  In  an  ac- 
tion for  breach  of  covenant  for 
good  title,  no  damages  can  be  re- 
covered for  improvements  or  the 
increased  value  of  the  land,  the 
purchase  money  and  interest  form- 
ing the  measure  of  damages.—- 
McKinnon  v.  Burrows,  71, 

DEBTOR. 

See  "  Demand"  (from  debtor 
on  limits). 

DEED. 

1.  Construction  of.]  Where, 
in  a  deed,  a  certain  quantity  of 
land,  and  half  of  a  saw-mill  thereon 
erected,  were  conveyed,  and  the 
description  of  the  premises  co- 
vered the  whole  site  of  the  mill, — 
Held,  that  the  express  words 
must  control  the  operation  of  the 
deed,  and  that  the  vendee  was 
entitled  to  only  half  the  mill. — 
Doe  ex  dem.  Miller  v.  Dixon,  101. 

2.  Bargain  and  sale.  Regis- 
try, 4  Wm.  IV,  ch.  1,  sec.  47.] 
The  Registry  Act  does  not  apply 
where  there  has  been  no  previous 
registered  deed;  and  since  statute 
4  Wm.  IV.,  ch;  1,  sec.  47,  a  deed 
of  bargain  and  sale  does  not  re- 
quire registry  nor  enrolment  to 
make  it  a  valid  conveyance. — 
Doe  ex  dem.  Adkins  v.  Atkinson, 
140. 

3.  Setting  aside  of  deed.  In- 
adequacy of  price.  Fraud.] 
A  court  of  law  has  power  to  set 
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aside  a  deed  where  a  juiy  finds 
that  actual  fraud  has  been. prac- 
ticed in  obtaining  it ;  and  although 
mere  inadequacy  of  price  is  no 
ground  for  impeaching  a  convey- 
ance, yet,  when  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  mental  imbecility  of 
the  party  executing  it,  it  goes 
strongly  to  prove  fraud. — Doe 
dem.  Jones  v.  Capreol,  227. 

4<.  Fraudulent  conveyance.'] 
Where  A.  being  seized  in  fee  of 
lands,  sold  a  portion  of  it  to  B., 
but  gave  him  no  deed,  and  B. 
went  into  possession,  and  A.  af- 
terwards sold  all  the  land  to  C, 
directing  that  a  deed  should  be 
made  to  B.  of  his  portion  when 
he  paid  for  it  in  full,  and  C.  sold 
all  to  D.  except  B's  portion,  which 
D.  subsequently  bought  at  sheriff's 
sale,  where  it  was  sold  for  B's 
debt,  and  C.  then  made  a  deed  of 
B's.  portion  to  a  stranger  for  a 
nominal  consideration :  Held,  that 
such  deed  w^as  fraudulent  as  well 
against  D.  as  against  creditors. — 
Doe  Wilcox  v.  Thorne,  315. 

DEMAND  FROM  DEBTOR 
ON  LIMITS. 

1.  Demand  for  statement  of 
debtorh  effects.  How  to  be  signed. 
Service  of  rule  nisi^'^  for  com- 
mitment.'] The  demand  on  a 
debtor  on  the  limits  for  a  statement 
of  his  effects,  if  in  writing,  must  be 
signed  by  the  plaintiff"  or  his  attor- 
ney, and  the  rule  nisi  for  his 
commitment  personally  served. — 
Meighan  v.  Reynolds,  19. 

DEMAND  OF  POSSESSION. 

1.  Ejectment.  Tenant  im- 
pugning landlord''s  title.  — 
Where  the  defendant,  who  went 
into  possession  under  the  lessor  of 
the  plaintiff",  afterwards  refused  to 
acknowledge  his  right,  — ■  Held, 
that  he  was  entitled  to  neither  a 


notice  to  quit  nor  a  demand  of 
possession. — Doe  dem.  Bouter  v. 
Frazer  et  al.  80. 

2.  When  necessary.]  When 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff"  having 
been  seized  in  fee  of  the  land  in 
question  conveyed  it  in  fee  to  the 
defendant,  and  took  back  a  lease 
for  life  at  a  nominal  rent,  and  the 
defendant  went  into  possession 
and  so  continued  for  several  years 
with  the  lessor's  knowledge,  but 
without  his  express  consent: 
Held,  that  he  could  not  be  treated 
as  a  trespasser  and  ejected  without 
a  demand  of  possession. — Doe  ex 
dem.  Mann  v.  Keith,  86. 

DISTRESS. 
1.  After  what  time  illegal.] 
A  distress  made  more  than  six 
months  after  the  expiration  of  a 
tenancy,  is  illegal ;  and  a  continua- 
tion of  the  tenancy  will  not  neces- 
sarily be  implied  from  the  party's 
remaining  in  possession  of  the 
premises,  without  any  act  to  shew 
the  nature  of  the  holding. — Soper 
V.  Brown  and  Riorden,  103. 

DISTRICT  COURT. 
See  "  Pleading,"  1. 
See    Lands,"  1. 

DOWER. 

1.  Plea  of  non-tenure,  how  it 
may  he  pleaded.]  In  dower,  a 
plea  of  non-tenure  is  not  neces- 
sarily a  plea  in  abatement,  and  it 
may  be  pleaded  either  to  part  or 
to  the  whole  of  the  lands  deman- 
ded ;  and  where  a  plea  states 
that  the  husband  devised  certain 
lands  to  the  demandant  in  bar 
and  satisfaction  of  dower,  and  that 
she  agreed  to  the  devise,  it  is  suf- 
ficient without  setting  out  the 
words  of  the  devise ;  aliter  where 
the  devise  is  not  in  express  terms 
in  bar  of  dower. — ^  Breakenridge 
V.  King,  181. 
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2.  Service  of  writ  of  grand 
cape.'\  In  an  action  of  dower 
unde  nihil  liabet,  the  writ  of 
grand  cape  must  be  served  tifteen 
days  before  the  return. — Frazer 
et  al.  V.  Richardson,  391. 

EASEMENT. 

1.  Backing  ivater.  Licerise. 
Case.  Cove?ia?it.']  VVhere  the 
plaintiffs,  who  had  built  mills  on 
a  stream,  by  indenture  granted  a 
license  to  the  defendant  to  make 
a  race-way  over  their  lands  for  a 
mill  to  be  built  by  the  defendant 
further  down  the  stream,  provided 
that  the  water  was  not  thrown 
back  thereby  nor  any  injury  nor 
damage  occasioned  to  the  plain, 
tiffs'  mills ;  and  after  the  defen- 
dant's mill  was  built,  by  an  accu- 
mulation of  ice  on  the  by-wash, 
the  water  was  forced  back  on  the 
plaintift^'s  mills:  Held,  that  the 
plaintiffs  might  maintain  an  action 
for  such  injury,  and  that  case,  and 
not  covenant  on  the  indenture,  was 
the  proper  form  of  remedy. — 
Eastwood  and  Skinner  v.  Helli- 
well,  38. 

EJECTMENT. 

See   "Notice  to  Quit,"  1,  2  ; 
Demand  of  Possession,"  1,  2. 

1.  Mistake  in  consent  rule. 
Amendment.]^  Where  the  land 
in  question  was  lot  24,  but  the 
land  defended  in  consent  rule 
called  lot  23,  the  Court  ordered 
the  consent  rule  to  be  amended. 
— Doe  dem.  West  v.  Howard  et 
al.,  335. 

2.  Staying  proceedings  in, 
%mder  7  Geo.  II.  ch.  20,  sec.  3. 
Right  to  add  to  mortgage  debt 
simple  contract  debt  not  in  writ- 
ing.~\  Where  A.  gave  an  abso- 
lute conveyance  of  land  to  B.  to 
secure  a  sum  of  money  lent  by  J 

3  I 


him  to  A.,  and  B.  gave  a  bond 
for  its  reconveyance  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  lent  at  a  Cer- 
tain  day,  on  ejectment  brought  by 
B.  after  a  lapse  of  eight  years, 
the  court  ordered  that  proceed- 
ings should  be  stayed  on  the  pay- 
ment of  principal,  interest  and 
costs,  and  refused  to  allow  the 
plaintiff'  to  indHlde  a  simple  con- 
tract debt  incurred  on  the  security 
of  the  bond,  because  there  was  no 
writing  respecting  it,  and  the  stat. 
7  Geo.  11.  ch.  20,  under  which 
the  proceedings  were  stayed,  did 
not  extend  to  it. — Doe  ex  dem. 
Shuter  Wilkins  v.  McLean,  1. 

3.  Service  of  declaration.']  A 
declaration  in  ejectment  cannot 
be  served  by  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff". — Doe  Armstrong  v.  Roe, 
302. 

4.  Setti7ig  aside  judgment  in 
7  Geo.  11.  ch.  20.]  The  Court 
will  interfere  by  setting  aside  a 
judgment  in  ejectment,  and  hah. 
fac.  poss.  executed  upon  a  mort- 
gage, in  favor  of  an  innocent  pur- 
chaser for  valuable  consideration 
without  notice,  so  as  to  afford  him 
an  opportunity  of  redeeming  the 
mortgage,  under  the  statute  7  Geo. 
II.  ch.  20,  on  payment  of  costs. — 
Doe  Milburne  v.  Sibbald,  330. 

5.  Setting  aside  nonsuit  in. 
Mistake  of  attorney.  Conditions.'] 
The  Court  set  aside  nonsuit  for  not 
confessing  lease,  &c.,  judgment, 
and  hab.  fac.  poss.,  on  its  being 
shewn  on  affidavit  that  defendant's 
attorney  intended  to  have  entered 
into  a  special  consent  rule,  but 
through  some  inadvertence  had 
omitted  1o  do  so,  in  consequence  of 
which  no  defence  was  or  could  be 
made,  on  payment  of  costs,  and 
on  condition  that  no  action  should 
be  brought  if  any  entry  had  been 
made  under  the  hab.  fac.  poss.-^- 
Doe  Lasher  v.  Edgar,  339. 

VOL.  IV* 
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ESCAPE. 

See  "  Variance,"  1. 

What  amounts  to,  and  what 
is  evidence  of.']  Where  a  sheriff' 
refuses  to  produce  a  prisoner  in 
his  custody  twenty-four  hours  af- 
ter notice,  it  is  an  escape ;  and 
where  in  debt  for  an  escape  on  a 
capias  ad  satisfadfl^ndum,  the  she- 
riff pleaded  that  he  gave  the  pri- 
soner the  benefit  of  the  hmits,  and 
that  he  never  left  them,  &c.,  and 
the  plaintiff  replied  that  he  did 
leave  them  :  Held,  that  the  plain- 
tiff shewed  an  escape  under  this 
issue,  by  proving  that  after  the 
prisoner  was  admitted  to  the  limits 
she  was  remanded  back  to  custody, 
that  the  order  remanding  her  was 
delivered  to  the  sheriff,  and  that  he 
received  due  notice  to  produce  her 
body,  but  failed  in  doing  so. — 
Wragg  V.  Jarvis,  sheriff,  317. 

ESTOPPEL. 

See  "  Sheriff,"  2  ;  "  Money 
paid."  1. 

EVIDENCE. 

See  "  Libel  and  Slander,"  1,2  ; 
«  Attorney,"  1,  4< ;  "  Escape,"  1. 

What  sufficient  to  support 
verdict.  Ejectment.]  Where  in 
ejectment  notice  to  produce  a 
crown  lease,  under  which  the 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  had  claimed, 
had  been  given,  and  the  lease  was 
not  produced,  but  an  exemplifica- 
tion was  put  in,  and  the  defendant 
gave  parol  testimony  that  the  lease 
had  been  assigned  to  a  third  party, 
who  had  given  a  mortgage  on  it  to 
the  lessor,  which  had  been  paid 
at  the  day,  and  the  jury  found  for 
the  defendant:  Held,  that  the 
evidence  that  the  lessor  had  parted 
with  his  interest  was  sufficient  to 
support  the  verdict. — Doe  Craw, 
ford  V.  Cobbledyke,  328. 


EXECUTION. 

See  "  Sheriff,"  3. 

EXECUTOR  AND  ADMINIS- 
TRATOR. 
See  "  Money  paid,"  1. 

FIERI  FACIAS. 
See  "  Sheriff,"  1. 

FOREIGN  CORPORATION. 

Action  on  notes  discauntedj 
and  for  money  had  and  received.] 
A  foreign  corporation — to  wit,  a 
bank — ^cannot  maintain  an  action 
on  promissory  notes  discounted 
and  received  by  them  in  the 
course  of  conducting  business  in 
this  province  ;  although  they  may 
maintain  an  action  for  money  had 
and  received  to  their  use,  against 
the  party  ibr  whom  such  promis- 
sory  note  was  discounted,  and  to 
whom  money  was  advanced  upon 
it. — Bankof  Montreal  V.  Bethune, 
341. 

FRAUDS  (STATUTE  OF) 
See  "  Money  paid,"  1. 

FRAUDULENT  CONVEY- 
ANCE. 
See  "Deed,"  4. 

GOODS  BARGAINED  AND 
SOLD. 

Count  for,  against  guaran- 
tor of  payment  of  goods  to  third 
party.]  An  action  for  goods  bar- 
gained and  sold  cannot  be  main- 
tained against  a  person  who  has 
become  responsible  for  the  pay- 
ment of  goods  delivered  to  a  third 
party. — McKenzie  et  al.  v.  Mc> 
Bean,  137. 

GOODS  SOLD  AND  DE- 
LIVERED. 
Liability  of  owner  of  ves^ 
set  to  pay  far  necessaries  fur- 
nished to  boat  while  tortiously 
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dispossessed  of  her,  No?? suit.'] 
Where  a  steamboat  was  mort- 
gaged and  in  possession  of  the 
mortgagees,  who  navigated  her 
for  their  own  benetit  to  secure 
their  advances,  and  she  was  tor- 
tioiisly  taken  possession  of  by  the 
captain,  who  received  the  profits 
arising  from  her  for  his  own  use : 
Held,,  that  the  mortgagor  was  not 
hable  for  goods  furnished  for  the 
vessel  while  she  was  m  the  tortious 
possession  ol'the  captain. — Frazer 
v.  Fhnt,  12. 

GUARANTEE. 

See  "  Goods  Bargained  and 
Sold,"  1. 

INTERLOCUTORY 
JUDGiMENT. 
See  "  Practice,"  5. 

IRREGULARITY. 
See  "Attorney,"  2. 

JOINT  STOCK  COMPANY. 

0?ie  'member  sid?ig  another.'] 
A  member  of  a  joint  stock  com- 
pany not  incorporated,  lending, 
with  the  assent  of  the  company, 
a  sum  of  money  out  of  the  joint 
stock  to  another  member,  and 
taking  from  him  a  promissory  note 
payable  to  himself  individually 
for  repayment,  can  recover  on 
the  note,  notwithstanding  that 
the  funds  were  advanced  from 
the  common  stock. — Comer  v. 
Thompson,  256. 

JUDGMENT. 
See  "Lands,"  1. 

JUDGMENT  AS  IN  CASE 
OF  NONSUIT. 

1.  Cause  untried  f(yr  want  of 
time.]  Where  a  cause  was  put 
at  the  foot  of  the  docket  w'lih  the 
consent  of  the  defendant's  attor. 
ney,  and  remained  untried  for 


want  of  time,  the  Court  refused 
judgment  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  or 
the  costs  of  the  day  to  defendant, 
considering  that  the  plaintiff  had 
been  guilty  of  no  laches. — Bank  of 
Upper  Canada  v.  Covert  and 
Boulton,  324. 

2.  Not  granted  to  one  of  two 
defe?ida7its.]  Where  there  are 
two  defendants,  judgment  as  in 
case  of  nonsuit,  for  not  going  to 
trial  pursuant  to  notice,  will  not  be 
granted  to  one  defendant. — ripaf- 
ford  v.  Buchanan  and  Malloch, 
326. 

3.  Cause  not  tried  for  want  of 
time.]  Where  a  cause  came  on 
to  be  tried  in  its  turn,  and  the 
plaintiff  not  being  ready,  the  de- 
fendant consented  that  it  should 
be  put  at  the  foot  of  the  docket, 
and  It  could  not  afterwards  be 
tried  for  want  of  time,  a  rule  for 
judgment  as  in  case  of  nonsuit  was 
refused. — Bank  of  Upper  Canada 
V.  Bethune  et  al.,  330, 

4.  Delay  occasio7ied  by  defen- 
da?it.  Record  not  e?ttered  in 
proper  time.  Judgment  refused 
o?i  perempto't y  undertaking.]  A 
rule  for  judgment  as  in  case  of 
nonsuit  was  discharged  on  the 
peremptory  undertaking  without 
costs,  when,  owing  to  delay  occa- 
sioned by  an  application  of  the 
defendant,  the  plaintiff  had  been 
prevented  from  entering  his  record 
for  trial  on  the  commission  day  of 
assizes,  and  the  defendant  refused 
to  consent  to  its  being  entered  af. 
terwards,  until  the  plaintiff's  wit- 
nesses had  gone  home,  and  he 
knew  that  the  plaintiff  could  not 
proceed  to  trial. — Penniman  v. 
Wince,  335. 

JUDGMENT  OF  NON.  PROS. 

Irregidarity  in  sig?iing.  ] 
It  is  irregular  to  sign  a  judgment 
of  non.  pros,  without  filing  the 
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original  papers  in  the  judgment 
office.— Lyman,  assignee  of  Sher- 
iff of  Gore  District,  V.  Cotter;  Ly- 
man, assignee,  &c.  v.  Lovejoy  and 
Babcock,  15. 

JURY. 

Special  jury,  when  it  may 
be  struck.']  A  special  jury  can- 
not be  struck  after  the  commis- 
sion day  of  assizes.  It  is  no  ob- 
jection that  the  sheriff  has  not 
summoned  all  the  sixteen  jurors, 
if  enough  attend  to  try  the  cause, 

QuGdre — If  a  venire  and  dis- 
tringas should  not  issue  for  a  spe- 
cial jury. — Moovey  v.  Maynard, 
323. 

JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE. 

See  "Criminal  Information,"  1 ; 
"Notice  of  Action,"  1. 

LACHES. 

See  "Judgment  as  in  case  of 
Nonsuit,"  1. 

LANDS. 
When  hound  under  5  Geo. 
II.  ch.  7.]  Lands  are  not  bound 
under  the  5  Geo.  II.  ch.  7,  until 
the  delivery  of  the  fi.  fa.  against 
them  to  the  sheriff.  The  judg- 
ment of  a  District  Court  could  not 
bind  them  for  want  of  a  docket. — 
Doe  ex  dem.  Mcintosh  v.  Mc- 
Donnell, 195. 

LIBEL  AND  SLANDER. 

1.  Declaration,  Averment. 
■  Evidence.]  Where  in  case  for 
the  slander  of  the  plaintiff's  steam- 
boat, it  was  averred  in  the  declar- 
ation that  certain  persons  were 
going  on  a  voyage  in  the  steam- 
boat, and  that  the  slanderous 
words  were  spoken  in  the  hearing 
of  a  particular  person  and  others, 
but  no  proof  was  given  of  the  voy- 
age nor  of  the  persons  who  were 
going  on  it,  nor  of  the  individual 


in  whose  hearing  the  words  were 
stated  to  have  been  spoken,  and 
the  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff, — 
the  Court  held  that  the  evidence 
did  not  support  the  declaration, 
and  a  new  trial  was  granted,  with- 
out costs. — Hamilton  v.  Walters, 
24. 

2.  General  issue.  Evidence. 
Privileged  communication.]  In 
case  for  slander,  the  defendant 
may,  under  the  general  issue,  shew 
that  the  words  spoken  were  used 
in  a  privileged  communication , 
and  where  the  words  imputed 
slanderous  are  spoken  on  an  oc- 
casion when  either  from  public 
duty,  private  mterest,  or  the  rela- 
tion  of  the  parties  to  each  other, 
the  character  of  the  party  com- 
plaining may  be  freely  discussed, 
the  jury  must  find  express  malice 
upon  evidence  sufficient  to  war- 
rant their  finding,  before  the  de- 
fendant  can  be  pronounced  guilty. 
— Richards  v.  Boulton,  95. 

MANDAMUS. 

1.  Clerk  of  Court  of  Requests.] 
A  mandamus  was  granted  agamst 
the  clerk  of  a  Court  of  Requests 
to  give  up  the  book  and  papers  of 
the  court,  which  he  had  refused 
to  do,  on  being  removed  from 
office. — In  re  P.  P.  Lacroix,  339. 

2.  To  Justices  of  Quarter  Ses. 
sion  to  enter  an  acquittal.]  Where 
a  person  had  been  convicted  be- 
fore justices  of  peace  aud  fined, 
and  an  appeal  to  the  quarter  ses- 
sions, the  justices  there  admitted 
more  evidence  than  had  been 
heard  in  the  conviction,  and  the 
accused  party  was  acquitted,  but 
on  receiving  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  that  the  addi- 
tional evidence  should  not  have 
been  admitted,  they  confirmed  the 
conviction  and  ordered  it  to  be 
reciorded,  but  took  no  notice  of  the 
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acquittal,  the  Court  made  absolute  i 
a  rule  tor  a  mandamus,  command.  I 
ing  them  to  enter  tlie  acquittal. —  | 
Rex  V.  Justices  of  Bathurst,  340. 

MESNE  PROCESS. 
See    Absconding  Debtor,"  1  ; 
"  Pleading,"  1. 

MONEY  HAD  AND 
RECEIVED. 

jBy  one  of  tivo  joint  assig- 
nees of  judgment  against  tfie 
other.']  Where  a  judgment  was 
assigned  to  the  defendant  for  the 
joint  benefit  of  the  plaintilf  and 
himself,  and  he  received  the  whole 
amount  of  it, — Held,  that  the 
plaintiif  could  recover  his  share  of 
it  as  money  had  and  received  — 
Hooker  et'al.  v.  McMillan,  14. 

MONEY  PAID. 

Execittors  of  father  against 
son.  Consideration  in  deed. 
Statute  of  Frauds.']  Where  a 
father,  intending  in  the  distribution 
of  his  property  to  give  his  son  a 
hundred  acres  of  land,  was  in- 
duced by  the  son  to  exchange  that 
land  for  the  property  of  a  stranger, 
the  father  paying  125/.  for  such 
exchange,  and  the  son  promising 
to  repay  it,  so  that  it  might  go  in 
the  distribution  to  the  rest  of  the 
family,  and  the  father  then,  for  a 
nominal  consideration,  conveyed 
to  the  son  the  land  received  in 
exchange, — Held,  that  the  exe- 
cutors of  the  father  might  main- 
tain an  action  against  the  son 
for  the  125/.  as  money  paid  to  his 
use ;  that  they  were  not  estopped 
by  the  consideration  stated  in  the 
deed  5  and  that  it  was  not  for  an 
interest  in  lands  within  the  Statute 
of  Frauds. — McBride  et  al.  v. 
Parnell,  152. 

NEW  TRIAL. 
See  "  Seduction." 


1.  Doubt  of  jury^s  correctly 
fi?zding.]  Where  evidence  was 
given  to  shew  ttiat  a  deed  had 
been  procured  by  fraud,  and  the 
jury  negatived  the  lraud,but  there 
seemed  great  doubt  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  their  finding,  a  new 
trial  was  granted  on  payment  of 
costs. — Doe  dem.  Neilson  v.  Gil- 
christ, 276. 

2.  Misapprehension  on  part 
ofcmnsel.  Rule  nisi  granted 
'-'■nnnc  pro  tunc.'''''\  Where  a 
verdict  was  given  for  the  plaintiif, 
and  the  defendant  did  not  move 
for  a  new  trial  within  the  four 
days,  ov^ing  to  misapprehension 
on  the  part  of  his  counsel  that  the 
plaintiff's  counsel  was  to  have 
disposed  of  the  question  of  a  new 
trial  on  the  argument  of  a  demur- 
rer in  the  cause,  without  any  rule, 
a  rule  nisi  was  granted  nunc  pro 
tunc!''' — Bank  of  Montreal  v.  Be- 
thune,  303. 

3.  Affidavits  not  sufficiently 
explicit^  A  new  trial  on  the 
grounds  of  discovery  of  new  evi- 
dence was  refused,  the  affidavits 
not  being  sufficiently  exphcit,  and 
the  Court  stating  that  the  defen- 
dant could  bring  an  action  to  re- 
cover back  possession  if  his  evi- 
dence could  establish  his  title. — 
Doe  Brown  v.  Eraser,  371, 

NON  PROS. 
See  "Judgment  of  Non  Pros."  1. 

NONSUIT. 

See  "Mortgagors  of  Vessels,"  2. 
See  "  Ejectment,"  4. 
Nonjoinder  of  a  plaintiff  in 
assumpsit  is  a  ground  of  nonsuit. — 
Walker  et  al.  v.  McDonald,  12. 

NOTICE  OF  ACTION. 
Trespass    against  a  magis. 
trate.     Judgment  by  default.'] 
In  trespass  against  a  magistrate 
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for  false  imprisonment  and  Seizing 
and  selling  goods  and  chattels, 
where  he  suffers  judgment  de- 
fault, it  is  unnecessary  for  the 
plaintiff  to  prove  that  he  gave 
notice  of  action  or  commenced  his 
suit  within  six  months. — Mills  v. 
Monger,  383. 

NOTICE  TO  QUIT. 

1.  Ejectment.  Refusal  of 
tenant  to  attorn  to  mortgagee.'] 
Where  in  ejectment  by  a  mort- 
gagee, the  tenant  claimed  posses- 
sion  under  a  lease  from  the  mort- 
gagor, and  refused  to  attorn  to  the 
mortgagee  (who  demanded  pos- 
session), and  shewed  no  lease  nor 
any  certain  holding — Held,  that 
he  was  not  entitled  to  notice  to 
quit. — Doe  ex  dem.  Samson  v. 
Parker,  36. 

2.  Ejectment,  Tenant  im- 
pugning landlord'' s title ?^  Where 
the  defendant,  v/ho  went  into  pos- 
session under  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff,  afterwards  refused  to  ac- 
knowledge his  right,-  .ffe/c/,  that 
he  was  entitled  to  neither  a  notice 
to  quit  nor  a  demand  of  posses- 
sion.— Doe  ex  dem.  Bouter  v. 
Frazer  et  al.,  80. 

NOTICE  OF  TRIAL. 

What  sufficient  to  try  the 
issue  and  assess  the  damages.] 
Where  there  is  an  issue  in  fact 
and  an  issue  in  law,  on  which 
contingent  damages  are  to  be  as- 
sessed, a  notice  of  trial  was  held 
sufficient  to  enable  the  plaintiff  to 
try  the  issue  and  assess  damages. 
—Davis  V.  Davis,  322. 

PARTNERSHIP. 

See  "Joint  Stock  Company." 

1.  Action  by  one  partner 
against  another.]  An  action 
cannot  be  maintained  by  one 
partner  against  another,  on  an 


offer  to  pay  a  certain  sum,  if  he 
would  be  allowed  to  keep  the 
books  and  collect  the  debts. — 
Burgess  v.  Fanning,  183. 

2.  Note.  Private  debt.'}  A 
note  given  by  a  partner  for  a  pri- 
vate debt  in  the  name  of  the  firm 
is  not  binding  on  the  firm. — Beals 
V.  Sheldon  et  al.  302. 

PLEADING. 

See  "  Dower,"  1 ;  "  Arrest  of 
Judgment,"  1. 

1.  Justification  of  arrest. 
Averment.]  In  justifying  an  ar- 
rest under  mesne  process  of  the 
District  Court,  the  cause  of  action 
should  be  averred  within  the  ju- 
risdiction, and  the  writ  shewn  to 
be  returned, — Bigcraft  v.  Clarke. 

2.  Fleas  bad  on  general  de- 
murrer.] Debt  on  bond  against 
two  defendants,  conditional  that 
A.,  as  a  bank  agent,  should  ac- 
count as  often  as  he  should  be 
called  upon — pleas,  that  before 
action  brought  A.,  ceased  to  be 
agent,  and  that  while  he  was  agent 
he  kept  all  the  clauses,  &c.,  in  the 
condition.  Secondly,  that  A.  paid 
the  plaintiff 's  the  amount  of  the 
penalty  in  the  bond :  Held  bad 
on  general  demurrer — the  first 
plea  not  answering  the  condition, 
and  the  second  not  being  pleaded 
as  accord  and  satisfaction,  nor  any 
release  shewn. — Bank  of  Upper 
Canada  v.  Boulton  and  Covert. 

3.  Trespass.  False  Imprison- 
ment. Flea.]  In  trespass  for 
false  imprisonment,  a  plea  justify- 
ing under  process  of  an  mferior 
court,  which  had  been  set  aside 
for  irregularity  on  the  terms  of  no 
action  being  brought,  cannot  be 
sustained. — Ferris  v.  Dyer  and 
McDonald,  one,  &c.  182. 

4.  Debt  on  bond,  Replica- 
tion shewing  no  breach.  De- 
murrer.']  W  here,  in  debt  on  bond 
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— conditioned  that  "the  defendant, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  should  per- 
mit and  sufler  the  plaintiff'  to  cut 
down,  take  and  carry  away  all  the 
fire-wood  Irom certain  lands, with- 
out let,  hindrance  or  molestation" 
— the  defendant  pleaded  that  he 
was  always  permitted,  and  the 
plaintiff'  replied  that,  after  the 
making  of  the  bond,  the  defendant 
conveyed  the  land  in  fee  to  a 
stranger,  who  would  not  permit 
the  plaintiff' to  cut  the  wood,  &c., 
and  the  defendant  demurred  to 
the  replication, — the  Court  gave  ^ 
judgment  for  the  demurrer,  the 
replication  having  shewn  no  i 
breach,  the  bond  being  a  license  j 
under  seal,  hinding  on  defendant! 
and  his  vendee,  and  not  revocable  | 
by  parol,  and  the  plaintiff*  having  '\ 
shew^n  no  obstruction. — Fowke  i 
V.  Fothergill,  185.  | 

POWER  OF  COURT  OR 

JUDGE.  i 

See  "  Costs,"  3. 

PRACTICE.  j 

See  "Affidavit,"  1 ;  "Ejectment,"  , 
2,  3  ;  "New  Trial,"  2  ;  "Judgment  | 
of  Non  Pros.,"  1  ;  "Attorney,"  2  ;  | 
^'Judgment  as  in  case  of  Nonsuit,"  j 
2,  3,  4  ;  «  Notice  of  Trial,"  1 ; 
"  Notice  of  Action,"  1. 

1.  Amenchnent  of  Declaration. 
Amended  declaration  not  nerved. 
Judgment  not  signed.  Proceed- 
ings set  ande.~\  Where  the  plain- 
tiff, after  notice  of  trial  given  in  an 
action  of  debt,  had  leave  to  amend 
his  declaration  in  one  of  the 
counts,  and  countermanded  his 
notice,  and  not  having  served  the 
amended  declaration  nor  any  new 
demand  of  plea,  signed  interlocu- 
tory judgment,  and  afterwards  en- 
tered final  judgment  and  issued 
execution, — the  proceedings  were 


set  aside  for  irregularity. — Ran- 
dall qui  tam  v.  Taggart,  2. 

2.  Interlocutory  judgmeiit  set 
aside,  subsequent  'proceedings  ir- 
regular.'] Where  an  interlocu- 
tory judgment  was  set  aside  by 
judge's  order,  but  notwithstanding 
the  order,  the  plaintiff  proceeded 
and  assessed  damages,  the  court 
set  the  proceedings  aside. — Staats 
V.  Reynolds,  5. 

3.  Record  incomplete.  Ver- 
dict set  aside.]  Verdict  set  aside, 
there  being  several  special  pleas 
upon  which  no  issue  v^^as  raised 
for  want  of  rejoinders,  and  there 
having  been  no  rejoinder  served. 
— Ferris  v.  Dyer  and  McDonell,  6. 

4.  Matters  of  fact  cannot  be 
tried  on  affidavits.]  The  Court 
will  not  try  matters  of  fact  on 
affidavits.  Where,  therefore,  the 
plaintiff  moved  upon  an  affidavit  of 
a  material  fact  which  was  distinct- 
ly denied  by  the  defendant,  the 
Court  discharged  the  rule. — Le- 
marand  v.  Whipple,  12. 

'5.  Defendant  neglects  to  at- 
tend  taxation  of  costs.  Co^ts 
taxed  tvithoitt  disbursements. 
Defendant  refuses  costs.  Plain- 
tif  obtains  verdict.  Verdict  not 
set  aside.]  iVhere  a  new  trial 
was  grante'l  on  payment  of  costs 
by  the  plaintiff,  who  served  three 
appointments  for  the  taxation  on 
the  defendant,  and  the  costs  were 
at  last  taxed  without  disburse- 
ments, and  the  plaintiff  tendered 
the  amount,  which  defendant  re- 
fused to  receive  without  the  dis- 
bursements, which  the  plaintiff 
would  not  pay,  but  proceeded 
again  to  trial  and  obtained  a  ver- 
dict,— the  Court  refused  to  set  it 
aside. — Thompson  v.  Sewell,  16. 

6.  Security  for  costs.  Afjida- 
vits.]    In  an  affidavit  for  secu- 


432 


DIGEST  OF  CASES. 


rity  of  costs,  it  must  be  stated  with 
certainty  that  the  plaintiff  is  not 
resident  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court. — Ridden  v.  Macnab, 
136^. 

7.  Interlocutory  judgmejzt.'} 
An  interlocutory  judgment,  in 
which  the  cause  is  not  properly 
styled,  is  insufficient  to  sustain  a 
notice  of  assessment ;  and  in  such 
a  case  it  is  not  necessary  to  give 
a  notice  of  an  intention  to  move 
to  set  aside  the  proceedings  before 
assessment  of  damages  ;  but  if  it 
be  not  given,  the  proceedings  will 
be  set  aside  without  costs. — Al- 
lanson  v.  Johnson,  323. 

QUARTER  SESSIONS. 
See  "  Mandamus,"  2. 

REGISTRY. 
See  "Deed,"  2. 

RULES  OF  COURT. 

1st  Trinity  Term,  3  &  4  Wm. 
IV.,  10. 

9th  Easter  Term,  11  Geo.  IV., 
321. 

SECURITY  FOR  COSTS. 
See  "  Practice,"  6. 

SEDUCTION. 

New  trial  refused  on  affi- 
davits.^ The  Court  refused  a  new 
trial  in  case  for  seduction,  where 
the  jury  had  found  for  the  defen- 
dant on  evidence  clearly  impeach- 
ing the  character  of  the  seduced, 
though  affidavits  were  produced 
on  the  motion,  that  the  plaintiff,  if 
he  had  a  new  trial,  would  rebut 
such  evidence,  and  that  he  would 
have  been  prepared  to  do  so  at  j 
the  former  trial  had  he  had  notice. 
— 'Monk  v.  Casselman,  336. 

SHERIFF. 
Sec  "  Variance,"  1  ;  "  Escape." 


1.  Attachment  against,  for 
delay  m  retur?dng  writ.']  Where 
the  rule  to  return  the  writ  ofji.fa. 
had  been  taken  out  and  served  in 
June  1833,  the  Court  refused  to 
grant  an  attachment  on  the  ground 
of  delay. — ^Loucksv.  Farrard,  5. 

2.  Trespass,  Emssive  dama- 
ges. New  trial.]  Where  in 
trespass  against  a  sheriff  for  seiz- 
ing the  plaintiff's  goods,  the  de- 
fence was  that  they  were  the 
goods  of  a  third  party,  and  had 
been  seized  as  such  under  an  at- 
tachment issued  against  him  as  an 
absconding  debtor,  but  had  been 
delivered  up  at  the  time  of  seizure 
on  the  plaintiffs'  entering  into  a 
bond  for  their  production  when 
required,  and  afterwards  they 
were  sold  at  the  suit  of  the  at- 
taching creditor  on  a  writ  of  fieri 
facias,  the  plaintiffs  having  given 
them  up  according  to  the  terms  of 
their  bond,  and  the  piaiMiffs  now 
claimed  them  as  their  own  pro- 
perty under  an  assignment  from 
the  absconding  debtor  prior  to  the 
attachment,  which  the  defendant 
contended  was  fraudulent  and 
void  as  against  creditor's,  but  prov- 
ed no  debt  due  to  the  attachment 
creditor,  nor  did  he  shew  the  judg- 
ment nof  execution,  relying  on  the 
bond  as  estopping  the  plaintiffs 
from  disputing  those  facts,  and 
the  jury,  under  the  direction  of 
the  judge,  found  for  the  plaintiffs^ 
the  Court,  although  agreeing  in  the 
direction  of  the  judge  that  the 
judgment  and  writ  of  execution 
should  have  been  shewn,  yet, 
from  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  on  affidavits  filed,  shew- 
ing that  the  damages  were  exces- 
sive, granted  a  new  trial  on  pay- 
ment of  costs. — Powers  &  Scott 
V.  Ruttan,  Sheriff,  58. 

3.  Sale  by  sheriff  Doid — leoy 
being  abandoned.]    When  per- 
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sonal  property  was  taken  in  exe- 
cution by  a  sheriff,  and  afterwards 
abandoned  by  the  direction  of  the 
plaintiff's  attorney,  and  a  mem- 
orandum of  the  suit  being  dis- 
charged given  to  the  defendant, 
but  the  sheriff  was  afterwards 
directed  to  proceed,  and  sold  to 
the  plaintiff  in  this  action  [the 
property  in  the  meantime  having 
been  transferred  bona  fide  by  the 
defendant  to  a  third  party,  who 
had  left  it  in  the  possession  of  the 
defendant  in  this  action], — I^ekl, 
that  no  property  passed  by  the 
sheriff's  sale,  as  the  levy  had  been 
previously  abandoned,  and  that 
consequently  the  plaintiff  could 
not  maintain  trover. — Gould  v. 
White,  124^. 

4.  Assignment  void.  Sheriff 
not  a  trespasser.']  Where  A. 
being  indebted  to  B.  and  C,  and 
being  insolvent,  was  about  to  leave 
the  country,  but  desired  to  secure 
to  B.  the  debt  he  owed  him,  and 
instructed  his  clerk  to  that  effect, 
who,  after  his  departure,  made  an 
assignment  of  his  goods  to  B.  with- 
out B.'s  knowledge  or  consent, 
and  before  B.'s  assent  was  re- 
ceived the  goods  were  seized  by 
a  sheriff  under  an  attachment 
issued  at  the  suit  of  C. — Held, 
that  the  sale  to  B.  was  not  com- 
plete until  his  assent  was  received, 
and  that  the  sheriff  having  seized 
the  goods  before  such  assent,  could 
not  be  treated  as  a  trespasser. — 
Barrett  v.  Rapelje,  sheriff,  175. 

5.  Wrongful  seizure  by. 
Right  to  call  in  question  party'' s 
title  to  property  seized.]  A  she- 
riff  who  has  wrongfully  seized 
property  in  execution,  cannot  call 
in  question  the  right  of  the  party 
from  whose  possession  the  proper- 
ty was  taken  by  him,  as  that  it 
was  received  under  an  assignment 
fraudulent  as   against  creditors, 
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from  the  execiition  debtor. — Cook 
V.  Jarvis,  sheriff,  250. 

SLANDER. 
See  "  Libel  and  Slander,"  1. 

STATUTES. 

6  Geo.  I.  ch.  18  [Bubble  Act], 
165,  193. 

7  Geo.  II,  ch.  20  [Ejectment] 
1,330. 

14  Geo.  II.  ch.  37  [Bubble 
Act],  165,  193. 

2  Geo.  IV.  ch.  1  [Commission 
to  examine  witnesses],  8. 

4  Wm.  IV.  ch.  1,  sec.  47  [Real 
Property],  140. 

9  Vic.  ch.  34  [Registry  Act], 
140. 

STOCK  NOTE. 

1.  What  "  value  received''^  in, 
imports.]  The  words  "  value  re- 
ceived" in  a  stock  note  import 
prima  facie  a  consideration;  and 
a  consideration  which  cannot  le- 
gally be  enforced  may  be  sufficient 
to  sustain  a  promise ;  and  an 
agreement  to  pay  money  on  a 
party's  not  bidding  at  a  sheriff's 
sale  is  not  void  as  being  contrary 
to  public  policy,  when'  the  party 
making  the  agreement  thereby 
insured  the  withdrawal  of  a  claim 
from  the  land. — Waddel  v.  Mc- 
Cabe,  191. 

2.  Specific  demand  of  work  is 
not  necessary.  Tender  of  work 
is.]  Where  the  defendant  pur- 
chased land  and  obtained  the 
same,  in  payment  whereof  he  gave 
notes  payable  in  work  at  fixed 
prices, — Held,  that  it  was  incum- 
bent on  him  to  tender  the  work  to 
the  plaintiff,  and  that  an  action 
would  be  sustained  to  recover  the 
amount  of  such  notes  in  money, 
without  proving  a  specific  demand 
of  work,  or  a  refusal  by  the  de. 
fendant  to  perform  such  work  on 
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demand  made. — Teal  v.  Clarkson, 
372. 

SUBPCENA. 
See  «  Witness." 

TITLE. 
See  "Damages,"  1. 

TRESPASS. 

1.  Abuse  of  power  given,  by 
statute,  punishable  in.J^  Where 
a  statute  gave  power  to  certain 
persons  to  enter  on  lands  in  the 
neighborhood  of  a  bridge  to  quar- 
ry stone  to  keep  the  bridge  in  re- 
pair, &c.,  doing  no  unnecessary- 
damage  therein, — Held,  that  the 
power  must  be  strictly  pursued, 
and  that  any  abuse  of  it  by  excess 
was  punishable  in  trespass. — 
Myers  v.  Howard,  et  al.  113. 

2.  Directions  to  sheriff  by  at- 
torney, rendering  him  liable  in.] 
Where  an  attorney  directed  the 
sheriff  not  to  give  up  the  goods  of 
A.,  seized  under  an  attachment 
as  the  goods  of  B, — Held,  that  he 
became  a  trespasser  by  such  di- 
rection.— Radenhurst  V.  McLean 
and  McPherson,  281. 

TROVER. 

See  "  Sheriff,"  3. 

Breach  of  agreement.  Sei- 
zure of  property.]  Where  the 
plaintiff*  agreed  to  build  a  house 
for  the  defendant,  who  paid  a 
certain  sum  in  advance,  and  gave 
the  plaintiff"  permission  to  make 
the  bricks  of  which  the  house  was 
to  be  built  on  his  land,  and  to  sell 
any  surplus,  and  the  plaintiff"  not 
proceeding  with  the  building  the 
defendant  seized  some  bricks 
which  the  plaintiff"  had  made  and 
a  number  of  articles  belonging  to 
the  plaintiff":  Held,  on  trover 
brought  by  the  plaintiff"  for  the 
value  of  the  bricks  and  the  other 
articles,  that  no  damages  could  be 


recovered  for  the  seizure  of  the 
bricks,  as  under  the  agreement 
they  were  the  property  of  the  de- 
fendant; and  the  jury  having  es- 
timated their  value  in  the  dama- 
ges, a  rule  was  made  absolute  to 
reduce  the  verdict. — Wilcox  v. 
Burnside,  288. 

VARIANCE. 

See  "  Amendment,"  2. 

Alias  ca.  re.  averred  in  de. 
claration,  and  ca.  re.  produced 
at  trial.']  In  an  action  of  case 
against  a  sheriff"  for  not  arresting  a 
debtor,  and  an  averment  in  the 
declaration  of  the  issuing  of  an 
alias  writ  oi  capias  ad  respondent 
dum,  to  support  which  an  original 
writ  of  capias  was  produced  at 
the  trial,  the  variance  was  held 
immaterial. — Wood  v.  Sherwood, 
128. 

VERDICT. 
Ground  for  setting  aside. 
Several  issues.]  Where  there 
are  several  issues  raised,  and  the 
plaintiff"  has  a  verdict  upon  the 
whole  record,  it  forms  no  good  ob 
jection  to  his  recovery  that  some 
of  the  issues  should  have  been 
found  for  the  defendant,  if  there 
be  sufficient  without  them  to  sup- 
pert  the  verdict  and  they  are  not 
material. — Howard  v.  Tyler,  257. 

WATER-COURSE. 
See  "  Easement." 

WITNESS. 

See  "  Costs,"  4. 

Attachment  for  not  attending.] 
The  Court  refused  an  attachment 
for  not  attending,  against  a  wit- 
ness who  resided  25  miles  from 
the  Court  House,  and  was  sub- 
poenaed only  the  day  before  trial.— 
Fairclaim  dem.  Thompson  v.  Put- 
nam, 336. 
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